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Special JUNE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE Edition

Update from the President - Roselle Hanson
Welcome to the June issue of our newsletter! It’s been a
busy year, and I’m proud of our accomplishments! We
continue to have luncheons filled to capacity, our speakers
have been outstanding, our actions show our commitment to
scholarship and education, and the national NASA Alumni
League has a new board and officers!
We’ve contributed funds to the robotics Pink Team and regional
competition in Orlando, and next year plan to contribute to all
robotics teams in Brevard County with our scholarship funds.
We’ve approved a new education outreach project called
Launch STEM Careers, an effort that partners us with STEM professionals in
industry, NASA, Florida Tech and local schools from elementary to high school
and college, to inspire girls and young women to excel in their studies and pursue
STEM careers. We’ve approved $2500 in scholarship funds next year for this
effort!
In partnering with the JSC Chapter of the NAL, and outgoing officers of the HQ
NAL Chapter, we now have a new board of directors and officers at the national
level. The new NAL Directors and Officers are: Wayne Hale (President), Roselle
Hanson (Vice President), Susan Braymer (Treasurer), Estella Gillette
(Membership), Jon McBride, Denny Holt, JoAnn Morgan, Bob Sieck, and the new
JSC NAL President (TBD). The NAL bylaws were revised and approved by the
new directors April 20, 2018, and finances were transferred to a new account in

Texas where the NAL is now registered as a not for profit corporation. Ex0ffico
members supporting the board are Fred Gregory, Mal Peterson, and Al Koller.
Estella will reach out to members of the HQ NAL and ask them to move their
membership and join the NAL JSC or NAL FL chapters.
Beginning today the membership drive will be underway, and we hope to
increase our numbers! Working with Delaware North, we have plans to
expand the seating space at the Debus Center in the Fall, where no
members and guests will be turned away or go on a wait list! So invite your
friends and colleagues to join us as we strive to grow and expand our
scholarship efforts! CLICK HERE to apply or renew now!

Lunch in the Atlas Room at the KSC Visitor Complex.
The Photos in this edition are compliments of Larry Wilhelm. Thank you Larry!

CABANA TO SPEAK AT OUR JUNE LUNCHEON
The NAL Florida Chapter will hold its next meeting
starting at 11:00, June 19th at the Debus Center, at
the KSC Visitor Complex. After a 45 minute social and
a buffet lunch, Robert Cabana, KSC Center Director,
will update us on activities at the Center.
For reservations, please CLICK HERE or contact
Bev Merrilees by email at: bmerrilees@cfl.rr.com or
phone 3214525426. Reservations close at noon,
June 17th. Each member is limited to 3 guests.

Reservations/Check-In
Committee

Bev Merrilees & Cheryl Thornton

Bev and Cheryl enjoy the interaction
with Members and Guests before and
at our luncheons. They have the
system down pat and it all works
pretty smoothly for the most part.
Cheryl is the enthusiastic 50/50
person, and there's been a marked
increase in our Scholarship Fund
because of her efforts.
The program flyer is sent out about
two weeks before the luncheon,
and Bev appreciates an email or
call to confirm your reservation.
Room capacity is set at 77 so get
your reservations in early.
Reservations deadline is Noon on
the Sunday before the meeting.
You can CLICK HERE to register
now and pay online. You can also
pay at the door.
Bev and Cheryl close down at 11:30
so they can get the income counted
and given to our Treasurer. Please
arrive no later than 11:15 am.
"We thank you for the chance to be
part of the NAL FL Team".
Retiree Breakfast at Village Inn, May 2018

Did you
know...

there are
two NASA
breakfasts
available to
you?
On the 1st
Tuesday of the month we meet at
the Village Inn in Titusville at 7:30 a.m.
(www.villageinn.com).

OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY!
When our Board voted to replace the old
NAL Banner, the question was what to
On the 4th Monday of the month we
do with the original banner. We decided
meet at Island Gecko Grill on Merritt Island to offer it to our members at a silent
at 8:30 a.m. (www.islandgeckogrill.com).
auction. A "Piece of History" goes to
the highest bidder at our June meeting,
with 100% going to our scholarship fund.

CLICK HERE to bid directly. You may
also bid at the Luncheon. The winning
bid earns a piece of history. Go for it!

Membership Committee

David Schechter & Suzanne Jamieson
The membership year for the NASA
Alumni League Florida Chapter
(NALFL) runs from July 1  June 30.
For the 201718 year we had 137
members, 19 Life members ($500 one
time donation), and 11 Supporting
members ($100.00 annual donation).
We have added 11 new members this
past year and look forward to your
help to grow us even more this coming year.
Our membership drive for the 201819 year starts today.
Membership levels remain the same as last year and are
described HERE.
You can join or renew in three ways:
(1) CLICK HERE NOW to go online and pay using PayPal.
(2) Go HERE, print the application, fill it out and mail it with a check to
NALFL, P.O. Box 423, Titusville, FL 32781.
(3) PICK UP AN APPLICATION at the luncheon signin desk, fill it out and
return it by mail or hand it to a committee member at the meeting.
Twenty people have paid ahead for the 201819 membership year, not
counting the 19 Life members. If you are one of the “prepaid” members, you
should receive an email before June 1 reminding you of your prepaid status, and
nothing more is required from you at this time.
The badging process will change this year. New members will be issued
NALFL identification cards/badges. Renewing members, please don’t discard
your badges or badge holders. When you renew, you will be issued stickers for
your existing badges.
Your membership support is important to us, and we encourage all of you to
invite your retired colleagues to become one of us. We appreciate your
support and are looking forward to a great 201819 membership year.

From our Treasurer
Catherine Alexander

We are in good shape, as our beginning balance 1/1/2017
was $20,463.60 and we ended the year at $22,738.36, an
increase of $2,274.36. Our income for the year was 95% of
the budgeted amount, slightly short due to overoptimistic
membership goals. The Chapter reduced expenses to adjust
spending to 87% of the planned amount.
I want to thank NALFL member John Key for conducting
the audit of the 2017 NALFL account. John verified the status
of the accounts and provided two valuable recommendations,
both of which have already been implemented. We continue
to do well, thanks to all of you!

Launch STEM Careers Project (LSC) 
Reaching Out to Local Students
Launch STEM Careers (LSC) is a project of the NASA Alumni League Florida
Chapter, approved in March 2018. Three NASA retirees, with 2 being
members of the NALFL Education Committee, started this volunteer initiative in
2015 as an outreach effort to inspire girls and young women to pursue careers
in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). The goals of
the LSC Project are to:
Provide handson STEM activities in the classroom that simulate real life
science and engineering projects for girls in grades 4–8.
Train/mentor high school and college female students to serve as mentors to
the younger girls
Mentor college girls by providing career services such as résumé assistance
and mock interviews.
Host women at STEM networking events.
The LSC initiative provides detailed mentor lesson plans and kitted
materials to use in the classroom so volunteer mentors can come to the
schools without spending time preparing the exercises or having to purchase
materials. Some examples of these activities are: design/build test a Mars
Rover on budget; build circuit “bugs”, flashlights or lighted cards to learn about
series and parallel circuits; design/build/test foam rockets, etc. We go to each
school 5 times during the school year to conduct hands on activities.
LSC started with two schools in 2015 and each year we have increased
the number of schools in the initiative. The plan for the next school year is to
add one elementary school in north Brevard, and Cocoa Junior and Senior
High Schools. In addition, we are expanding to 3 high schools that will mentor
junior high and elementary school girls. The 201819 schools are:
Westside Elementary and Bayside High School Engineering Academy—Palm
Bay
Cambridge Elementary—Cocoa
Sabal Elementary and Eau Gallie High School—Melbourne

University Park Elementary led by FIT Launch STEM Careers Club —
Melbourne
Harbor City Elementary led by Thales — Melbourne
DeLaura Middle and Satellite High School —Satellite
Cocoa Junior High and Cocoa High School—Cocoa
Elementary school in Titusville (TBD)
Volunteer STEM professionals that support the Launch STEM Careers
Initiative come from organizations throughout Brevard County. There are
currently volunteers that have supported either the STEM handson activities,
mentoring, or networking events from the following: NASA, NASA Retirees,
Thales, Harris, Northrop, General Electric, Alstom, Sun Nuclear, Novel
Engineering, Lockheed, Boeing, Florida Institute of Technology, STEM
Students & Career Management Office, Eastern Florida STEM Students,
Members of the Brevard County Society of Women Engineers, Satellite High
School.
Contact us for more information about our initiative and/or to sign up to
become a volunteer mentor—help us to encourage young women that girls
can! launch STEM careers. For general inquiries, please email us at
launch.stem.careers@gmail.com.
Rita Willcoxon: rita.willcoxon@gmail.com

Roselle Hanson: jrbhanson@gmail.com

Maria Lopez
Tellado:
lopeztellado@aol.c
om

Come join us and VOLUNTEER! Enjoy
fellowship with your NASA colleagues and
friends. We attend meetings and events to
network with our favorite people; receive
spacerelated updates and information to
stay informed; conduct outreach to schools
and students for STEMrelated work; and
provide scholarships and grants to students
for special events and activities.

Our Support Team for 2017 2018 is shown below. Thanks Everyone!
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