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Coming Events

Events Registration

The NASA Alumni League
(NAL) will have its monthly
meeting on January 19th at
11:00 am at the Radisson
Resortatthe Port, 8701
Astronaut Blvd. (A1A), Port
Canaveral, FL. Following a 45 minute
social, we will be served a buffet
luncheon prepared by the Radisson
chefs, after which KSC's Mr. Scott
Vangen, the Human Spaceflight
Architecture Team (HAT) Technology
Development Assessment Lead will
talk with us about the "NASA
Exploration Architecture  Evolvable
Mars Campaign."
For online reservations, please
CLICK HERE, or contact Bev
Merrilees: bmerrilees@cfl.rr.com or
(321) 4525426 by noon Thursday
(January 14) before the meeting.

Programs for 201516
(BLUE = KSC VC, BLACK = RADISSON)

9/15 /15 Sheriff Wayne Ivey
10/20/15 Dr. Phil Metzger, FSIUCF
11/17/15 Dr. Janine Captain, NASA
12/15/15 Holiday Lunch (Sam Haddad)

News

Our Goals

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Just A Friendly Reminder
January 19th Buffet Luncheon at
the Radisson Resort at the Port

Members

Thu, Jan 7, 2016 at 10:25 AM

Dear Albert,
It's January 2016  the start of a new year  and we are looking
forward to a whole lot of fun times ahead. We closed out last
year with a terrific holiday luncheon at the KSC Visitor Complex,
featuring our own "Singing DJ", Sam Haddad, entertaining a full
house of about 80 members and guests.
After lunch we embarked on a trip
down Memory Lane as our NASA
colleagues shared highlights of
their careers and their favorite
stories. Two of the original
Redstone launch team  Ike Rigell
and Curly Chandler  were there,
along with many from launch teams
for Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, ASTP,
Skylab, Shuttle, ISS, and unmanned launch activities for
satellites, probes, and missions including Pioneer, Lunar Orbiter,
Viking, Surveyor, Voyager, the Mars rovers, and many others.
They spoke about their roles in programs that truly changed the
world as we knew it then, pushing the envelope of human
knowledge in the challenging new frontier of space exploration.
See the note below on Making the Most of our Time.
Topping off a great meal and all those talks were some great
door prizes by our members and key patrons of the League:
Member/Donor Item
Description
Quantity
Bill Riddle
Home smoked
Whole smoked
4
turkeys
turkeys
Bob Sieck
AMF 2015 Poster Signed by 4
1
astronauts
Bev Merrilees
Canaveral
Basket of goodies 1
Lighthouse
Bev Merrilees
$25 gift card
Bonefish Grill
2
Roselle Hanson Callaway golf set Practice Set
1


1/19/16 Scott Vangen, NASA
2/16/16 Carol Craig/Craig Technologies
3/15/16 Stephanie Bednarek, Space X
4/19/16 LtGen Bill Wesler, Honor Flights
5/17/16 Pink Team, Marion Passmore
6/21/16 Bob Cabana, NASA

Norm Perry Remembered
All of us at KSC lost
a valued longtime
member late last
year, and we are sad
for his friends and
family. Norm was an
important part of the
earliest ABMA and NASA activities for
our nation's emerging space programs
 both military and civilian. He took it
upon himself to organize a series of
social activities and celebrations
including anniversaries for Explorer 1
and Apollo. He was an essential part
of our NASA Alumni League for many
years. Norm's favorite activity outside
of work was the Soap Box Derby. He
worked diligently for youngsters who
aspired to compete in that arena. In
his honor, a $500 scholarship was
sent to the Central Florida Soap Box
Derby in Sanford.

Preserving Our History
At our Holiday Luncheon we shared
tales from our members that bring the
history of our space program to life.
The technical stuff has been recorded,
but the human side  our favorite tales
from the past  need to be preserved.
To do that, there's a section on our
website called the NAL Memory Book
where we showcase stories from our
ABMA and NASA experiences.
ALL OF YOU are invited to write your
favorite tales and send them to us.
The header on this newsletter is live 
click on any of those links to go there.

NASA NEWS

Roselle Hanson
Roselle Hanson
Radisson/
Jim Dexheimer
Al Koller/
Pam Frost
Al Koller
Al Koller
Delaware North/
Darlene Keonig
Ike Rigell/
David Miles
Ike Rigell
Total

$25 gift card
$25 gift card
Resort hotel stay
Village Inn Cards
$50 gift card
$25 gift card
3 Annual KSC
Passes
Great Outdoors
Restaurant
Books  Apollo

Target
Olive Garden
A night at the
Radisson
Meal or whole
pies
P. F. Chang
Macaroni Grill
KSC Visitor
Complex
Dinner at the
Blue Heron
Two book set

1
1
1
2
1
1
3
2
1
22

We had a great time and made memories for future meetings.
Thanks to all who participated, and best wishes for 2016!


The Past Year at a Glance
As each new year begins, it's customary to look back at key
events and activities that made a special impact on our lives.
The 2015 year was good to us in many ways, to wit:
> Bylaws that were under development for several years were
approved last January. Click HERE for your copy.
> Formal agreements made with Delaware North and Radisson;
contracts with both groups renewed with no cost increase.
> NALFL grew to over 130 members (10 are LIFE members).
> Badges and a Membership Directory were provided for all.
> Scholarships made to FIRST Robotics PINK team ($500) and
to the National Space Club ($1000) for Space Week.
> Apollo/KSC history books were provided to each Brevard
County High School (special thanks to Ike Rigell).
> Speakers were engaged for all luncheons in 2015, and
programs for the first six months of 2016 are committed.
> Initiated outreach activities for work in education in 2016.
For more complete information, please CLICK HERE to see the
President's Report and HERE for the 201415 Annual report.


MAKING THE MOST OF OUR TIME
As we move into a new year, we've embarked on a renewed
interest in capturing your views of the many events we all
experienced that had a special personal significance. We're
working to capture those as noted on the left side of this column.
We'd love to hear from more of you. If you have a memory or
story to share, please do that now by sending us a writeup we
can post in our Memory Book. Time is short. Let's use it to
share our own real life stories with others while we can.
I am honored and grateful to be a part of this outstanding group
of NASA retirees and am excited to see what we unveil in 2016.
Please invite your retired NASA friends to join us  that's the only
way we will grow!
Thanks for all you do for NALFL.
Dr. Al Koller, NALFL President

January 2016 Spaceport Magazine
Click HERE to check out the January
issue of Spaceport Magazine. To
download or view the PDF version go to
http://go.nasa.gov/1k2qusq .

Meet Our Newest Board Members
G. ROBERT (Bob) MERRILEES
Bob Merrilees had dual careers in the U.S. Coast Guard

Reserve and the Federal Government.
He enlisted in the Coast Guard Reserve
in August, 1961, and received a Direct
Commission in 1964. He is a graduate of
American University, Washington D.C.
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Administration (1960) and a
Masters degree in Public Administration (1964).
He started work for NASA in 1963 and in 1967 transferred from
NASA Headquarters to KSC in the Resources Management
Office. He was a Budget Analyst for Design Engineering, the
Launch Processing System Office, and for Expendable Launch
Vehicles. In 1993 he became the Community Relations Officer
for Kennedy Space Center until he retired in 1998. Because of
his Coast Guard experience he led the Coast Guard Reserve's
Space Shuttle Launch Security Program. He served as Senior
Reserve Officer in both the Coast Guard Pacific and Atlantic
Areas from1990 until retiring as Rear Admiral in July 1994.

201516 NALFL Board
Officers
President  Dr. Al Koller
Vice President  Richard Nelson
Secretary  David Schechter
Treasurer  Wayne Owens

Directors
Delores Abraham, Frank Bryan,
Catherine Alexander, Steve Francois,
Lin Giesler, Roselle Hanson, Dick Lyon,
Bob Merrilees, Marilynn Nelson, Russell
Romanella, Bob Sieck

2016 Support Team
Membership: David Schechter, Suzanne
Jamieson

Registration/5050: Bev Merrilees,
Catherine Alexander, Ann Bolton, Lin
Giesler, Helen Kane, Barbara Moser,
Cheryl Thornton, Cheri Wynn

Education: Bill Riddle, Bob Sieck,
Connie Dobrin, Jim Kennedy

Historian: Tom Curry

Photos: Catherine Alexander

Photo ID Project: Frank Bryan

Programs: Roselle Hanson

Publicity: Bill Riddle

Sunshine/Sympathy: Ann Bolton

Webmaster: Al Koller

Bob is currently President of the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse
Foundation leading the effort to rebuild the Keepers' Cottages
and restore the lighthouse site. He served on the Boards of
Directors of the Red Cross, Community Services Council, Tiger
Bay Club, Navy League, CivilianMilitary Council, Leadership
Brevard, and many others. He remains active in the Reserve
Officers Association of the United States, serving as National
President in 20032004.
"I am honored to be a member and now a Board Member of the
NASA Alumni League. The League is invaluable as a means to
stay connected with former colleagues and to be kept current on
NASA programs and plans for the future. The League provides
access that would be otherwise unavailable to retirees. NASA,
and particularly Kennedy Space Center, has been a part of our
lives for so long and NALFL provides the opportunity to remain a
part of the excitement and pride in space exploration".


STEPHEN FRANCOIS
Stephen Francois began his career in
1971 by joining NASA's Expendable
Launch Vehicles Centaur Division.
There he served as a propulsion and
mechanical engineer during NASA's
TitanCentaur Program which
launched the Viking and Voyager
missions.

He was selected as deputy of the
Shuttle Payload Operations
Directorate in 1990. With his
selection to the Senior Executive Service (SES) in 1996,
Francois was named director of Space Station and Shuttle
Payloads.
In 2000, he moved to the ELV and Payload Carriers
Programs which became today's Launch Services
Program. He last served as NASA's Program Manager of
the Launch Services Program (LSP) at the Kennedy
Space Center, leading the NASA organization that is
responsible for the agency's unmanned launches  Atlas,
Delta, Pegasus, Taurus, Athena. Stephen retired in 2010
with over 38 years of launch experience.
"The Alumni League is the opportunity for me to stay in
contact with the people that I have known in my career.

Join Our NALFL Mailing List

It's the people that made our work so interesting and fun."

A SpaceX Update

CLICK HERE to Join NALFL!

by Bob Sieck, 01/05/2016
I've been a member of an advisory panel to
SpaceX for the last few years, visiting their
facilities here and in California, having
conversations with all levels of their workforce.
I'll summarize my observations as follows:
1. They have grown from a startup company to now
approximately 4,000 employees. They have a young, motivated
workforce. It reminds me of KSC in the 60's, except I would
estimate 20% of their workers are women  compared to the few
we had here during Apollo!
2. Their facilities are set up to support the workers and
maximize communication. The major assembly and test plant in
California is one building. All assembly and test operations  for
the Dragon Spacecraft, Merlin engines and Falcon rocket 
including control stations, are on the ground floor. The second
floor is the administrative home for everyone, including
management. Its one huge "bullpen" with waist high partitions
and workstations. No private offices for management. The other
floors are used for fabrication of small components. .In addition
to a cafeteria, the workforce has unlimited access to food 
snackbars, drink machines, etc.  at no expense. The whole
team is being housed and working in the same facility creates
good chemistry for team success.
3. Long days and long weeks are the norm for the average
worker, again reminiscent of KSC during Apollo. They mostly
hire young, smart workers who are passionate about what they
do and are willing to work long hours. Of course they do have
some older, more experienced personnel , including those who
worked here and other locations during shuttle.
I expect many saw the reaction of the SpaceX employees when
their recent mission successfully deployed the payloads and
returned the first stage back to Cape. Looked like a bunch of
kids celebrating a victory. That's SpaceX !

CLICK HERE TO JOIN NALFL

Email: Information@nalfl.com
Website: www.NALFL.com
Postal Mail: P. O. Box 423,
Titusville, FL 32781

Copyright © 2016. All
Rights Reserved.
Forward this email

This email was sent to alkoller@nalfl.com by alkoller@nalfl.com |
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider.

