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1965 Spaceport News Summary 

 

Followup From the Last Spaceport News Summary 

Of note, the 1963, 1964 and 1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  Starting with 

July 1966, the Spaceport News went to an every two week format. 

The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The two 1962 issues 

and the issues from 1996 forward are at this website.  Spaceport Magazine superseded 

the Spaceport News in April 2014.  Spaceport Magazine was a monthly issue, until the 

last and final issue, Jan./Feb. 2020. 

All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary. 

Greg Katnik sent a neat photo, below, of a display he spotted at the San Francisco 

Airport, a year or so ago. Thanks a bunch Greg! 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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Part of the display writeup, in very fine print, mentions a couple of related 1950s TV 

shows, as regards some of the toys displayed.  One show was Tom Corbett Space, 

Space Cadet and the other show was Men into Space, with Colonel Edward McCauley 

the main character. 

 

For another response, George Dutt responded to an article in the 1964 Spaceport News 

Summary, on page 10, showing the photo of what I believe to be the Communications 

Distribution and Switching Center (CDSC).  George confirmed the building in the photo 

is the CDSC.  Thanks a bunch George! 

George responded with “…I can explain a few things about the CDSC footprint.  It was 

originally designed by the Army Corps of Engineers as the “Central Office” – a telco 

term  for the facility where the telephone switching for a geographical area takes place.  

There is a likewise a smaller slave “Central Office” for the North area  called the VABR 

(VAB area Repeater K6-1193). 

As KSC grew so did CDSC.   There were 5 +- major additions to the CDSC footprint – 

the last one I think was during  Shuttle for either  Power / Battery Bank or OIS-D.  

Walking through the building you can clearly see where  new foundations/slabs join. 

The facility just North of CDSC is the ATT /Bell South / ATT Microwave tower and 

repeater facility. Also the ATT/Bell South Microwave just North of CDSC is a landmark.” 

 

This is not directly related to the Spaceport News, but the following website is very neat; 

http://stuffin.space/.  The “Help” tab helps! 

Also not directly related, I stumbled onto several neat videos.  The first, Cape Canaveral 

1962, has a lot of neat footage and information, and at about the 22 min 50 sec mark, 

there is some animation, of planned Saturn sites, including Saturn C-5, which ended up 

being LC39 A&B.  NOVA sites are also shown, which would have been a rocket larger 

than Saturn V, but did not happen.  The following video, sponsored by National 

Geographic, “To The Moon”, Part 1 and Part 2, is also really good and includes some 

great footage and interviews. 

 

 

From The January 7, 1965, Spaceport News 

From page 1, “SPACEPORT TOURISTS THRILLED”.  A portion of the article reads 

“More than 1,900 tourists— from as far away as Nebraska and Ontario, Canada—

visited the Kennedy Space Center Sunday, the first day it was officially opened to the 

public. Response from those who viewed such impressive facilities as the gigantic 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Corbett,_Space_Cadet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Corbett,_Space_Cadet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men_into_Space
http://stuffin.space/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obMBEK2Y8TQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obMBEK2Y8TQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kx2LagF8pd0&list=UUZzOUdP_eJUAJCmNbhQlO5w&index=32
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LY5V9UpeZY&list=UUZzOUdP_eJUAJCmNbhQlO5w&index=31
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Vehicle Assembly Building, the mobile launchers for the moon rockets, and the vast 

industrial area on Merritt Island was unanimously enthusiastic… 

…In all, 575 cars, including 144 from out of State, entered the Spaceport between 1 and 

4 p.m. The drive through took approximately 45 minutes… …Guardette Ursula Neill 

handed out brochures and a letter of welcome from Kennedy Space Center Director, Dr. 

Kurt H. Debus, to each tourist as they passed through the gates. The tours will be held 

every Sunday afternoon and on holidays between 1 and 4 p.m…”. 

 

““GUARDETTE Ursula Neill hands Spaceport literature to Russ Lawson of Winter Park, 

who drove the first car admitted to the Kennedy Space Center at Merritt Island Sunday. 

More than 1,900 visitors from all over the United States and Canada, viewed NASA 

facilities.” 

 

On page 4, “Complex 19 Slide Wire Installed”.  In part, the article reads “Borrowing from 

an emergency "slide wire" rescue technique long used in oil fields to bring roughnecks 

down out of high rigs in case of fire, personnel from the Kennedy Space Center and 

McDonnell Aircraft Corporation began a series of tests and training exercises for 

emergency evacuation of astronauts and launch site personnel from the 100-foot high 

service structure "white room" at Complex 19… 

…Here's how it works: the individual steps into and adjusts the harness, and grasping 

the hand brake which provides control of downward speed, starts his fast descent to the 

ground. As he approaches the ground, the brake is applied and the subject steps out of 

the harness.  
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“NASA AND MCDONNELL personnel at Gemini Complex 19 crane their necks watching Jim 

Ragusa, KSC engineer, as he races down the steel cable anchored at upper right to the white 

room level on the launch umbilical tower. Drill on emergency egress escape system is being 

conducted by Complex Engineer Bud Blevins (on test stand). Wire can support three people at 

one time. It takes 18 seconds to reach the ground from the 100 foot height of the tower. In case 

of emergency, twenty people can be evacuated from the white room in 5 minutes.  

 

Also on page 4. 

 

 
 



Page 5 
 

From The January 14, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2, “SPACEPORT BUILDINGS RENAMED”.  Part of the article reads “Several 
building names at the Spaceport on Merritt Island have changed in the past few weeks. 
Here's an up to date list: The Vertical Assembly Building retains the same initials — 
VAB — but is now known as the Vehicle Assembly Building. It is now the Manned 
Spacecraft Operations Building, rather than the Operations and Checkout Building. The 
Launcher Umbilical Towers (LUTs) have given way to the new title of Mobile Launchers, 
and the Arming Tower is now known as the Mobile Servicing Structure…”  A few other 
changes “…include: Personnel Training, from Auditorium and Training Facility, 
Communications Distribution and Switching Center, from Central Telephone Office, 
Occupational Health Facility, from Dispensary…” 
 
Regarding the VAB, from Moonport, Chapter 12, “…As construction and outfitting 
continued into 1965, the vertical assembly building got a new name but not a new 
acronym. It was still the VAB, but now officially the vehicle assembly building, as of 3 
February 1965. The new name, it was felt, would more readily encompass future as well 
as current programs and would not be tied to the Saturn booster…” 
 
 
From page 3, “Super Barge To Transport Saturn V”.  A portion of the article reads 
“NASA has requested bids on the conversion of a former Navy vessel into a transport 
for large rocket stages. The main use of the new barge will be to transport the Saturn V 
booster (S-IC stage) from the Marshall Center and its Michoud Operations in New 
Orleans to the Kennedy Space Center. It can also be used to haul smaller stages, S-IB 
and S-II. The cargo hangar of this barge will be the largest of any barge in operation or 
presently planned by NASA… …The barge is surplus property and has been given to 
NASA by the Navy. Quarters will be provided for up to 16 persons, although the normal 
complement will be 10 or 12.” 
 

  
  
“AN ARTIST'S concept shows gigantic barge, which will be used to transport Saturn stages 
S-IC, S-IB and S-II from the Marshall Space Flight Center to the Kennedy Space Center.” 

 
This site includes information about the current barge for Core Stage, Pegasus, and 
previous barges.  From the subject site, “…Pegasus replaced Poseidon and Orion, 

https://www.nasa.gov/exploration/systems/sls/fs/pegasus-barge.html


Page 6 
 

barges that were used to carry Saturn rocket stages and hardware for the Apollo 
Program. 
 
 
Also on page 3, “LC 16 To Undergo Pad Modifications”.   In part, the article reads 
“Launch Complex 16 at Cape Kennedy will be modified to convert the former Titan 
missile facility into static test stands for the Apollo manned lunar spacecraft. Each of the 
two existing positions at the Complex, built to test and launch the first and second 
stages of Titan I's and II's, will be modified. The first stage position will be adapted for 
the Service Module and the second stage test stand for the LEM….”. 
 

 

 
From The January 21 1965, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “GT-2 Blazes Trail For Manned Gemini”.   Part of the article reads “The 
second unmanned Gemini vehicle, GT-2, was launched from Cape Kennedy Tuesday 
morning and flew a near-perfect 19-minute flight that opened the way for the first 
manned shot, probably within the next three months. With Astronauts Gus Grissom and 
John Young, the GT-3 pilots, looking on, the modified Titan II booster lifted off at 9:03 
a.m., and splashed down in the Atlantic about 2,125 miles southeast of the Cape, just 
24 miles short of the target area… 
 
…All systems, from liftoff to reentry and parachute deployment, worked as planned. The 
GT-2 craft is scheduled to be flown back to the Kennedy Space Center, possibly today, 
for further analysis…”. 
 

 
       “GT-2 Liftoff” 
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From The January 28, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “GT-3 Components Arrive As Manned Flight Nears”.  A portion of the 
article reads “Major components for the first manned Gemini flight began arriving here 
for assembly last week, shortly on the heels of the successful GT-2 mission last 
Tuesday. 
 
Both the first and second stages of the modified Titan II vehicle arrived last week and 
the booster was erected on the launch pad Monday. The launch vehicle was flown to 
the Cape via the "Pregnant Guppy," a modified stratocruiser… …Both the launch 
vehicle and the spacecraft are currently undergoing a series of system checkouts and 
other tests.”. 
 
 
On page 3, “Spaceport Cafeterias Offer Quality, Variety”.  In part, the article reads “We 
plan our meals on a five-week cycle, and we never have the same thing twice during 
that time”, said Mrs. Antonietta Beagle, chief dietitian at the Kennedy Space Center's 
central kitchens on Merritt Island. She plans the menus not only for the main cafeteria, 
but for the one in the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building and for the two semi-
mobile food units as well... …"We offer three entrees daily," said Mrs. Beagle, "and we 
try to have as much variety as possible…” 
 

 
“CHEF SAMUEL Piper and dietitian Antonietta Beagle inspect the day's stew in one of the large 
steam kettles.” 
 
 

On page 4, “KSC Workers Migrate Westward To Quarters”.  The article reads “Kennedy 
Space Center personnel still seem to be heeding the advice of Horace Greeley to "g-o 
west". Some 280 KSC employees, last weekend, began a westward move from Cape 
Kennedy quarters to the recently completed third floor addition of the Manned 
Spacecraft Operations building on Merritt Island. Personnel of General Electric Co., 
Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp., and North American Aviation are also making the 
move.” 
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“EMINENT NUCLEAR scientist Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, center, toured NASA 
facilities at the Spaceport during a short visit in the area last week. He was briefed on 
Kennedy Space Center programs by Public Affairs Officer Chuck Friedlander, left, and 
Dr. A. H. Knothe, Chief KSC Scientist.” 
 
 
 

From The February 4, 1965, Spaceport News 

 
On page 4, “Operations Building An Adventure”.  Part of the article reads “Moving into 
new quarters the size of the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building at the Kennedy 
Space Center on Merritt Island can have its problems. Several hundred KSC and 
contractor personnel have set up shop in the ultra-modern plant, and more are still 
moving in to fill up some 575,000 square feet of space… …Construction workmen are 
still busy in some parts of the building…”. 
 

 
“GUARDETTE DIANE HOLDEN is one of the receptionists stationed in the Operations 
Building's modern lobby. An impressive array of model rockets and spacecraft is housed in 
display case.” 
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“CHECKING FLOOR PLANS, James Palm and Bill Thomas decide where forest of office chairs 
are to be placed.” 
 
 
 

From The February 11, 1965, Spaceport News  

 
On page 2. 
 

 
“GETTING READY to roll 'em are NBC cameramen, as Hugh Downs, left, host of the Today 
television show interviews KSC's Rocco A. Petrone, Director, Plans, Programs and Resources. 
Downs was at the Spaceport last week filming footage that will be used on the Today show prior 
to the first manned Gemini flight.“ 
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From The February 25, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “Humphrey Enthused Over Space Plans, Progress”.  Part of the article 
reads “Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey spent more than six hours at the John F. 
Kennedy Space Center Monday touring NASA and Air Force facilities, and receiving up-
to-the-minute briefings on the state of various space programs. He was accompanied by 
his wife, Muriel; Governor and Mrs. Haydon Burns of Florida ; Dr. Edward C. Welsh, 
executive secretary of the National Aeronautics and Space Council, of which Humphrey 
is chairman; and Dr. Robert C. Seamans, Associate NASA Administrator. 
 

   
“VICE PRESIDENT Hubert H. Humphrey and his wife, Muriel, right, were greeted upon arrival at 
the Cape by Kennedy Space Center Director, Dr. Kurt H. Debus, and his wife. Gay. In the 
center is Associate NASA Administrator, Dr. Robert C. Seamans, and Mrs. Vincent G. Huston, 
wife of the Air Force Eastern Test Range Commander.” 
 
 
 

 From The March 4, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
In this issue, the headline is “Third Mobile Launcher Topped Out On Island”.  In part, the 
article reads “The Kennedy Space Center's third skyscraping mobile launcher was 
"topped out" yesterday afternoon at Merritt Island when a huge hammerhead crane was 
hoisted to the top of the 445-foot-tall structure… …Construction on the first mobile 
launcher was completed last September, and steel work on the second one was 
finished this February… 
 
…The launchers are now being outfitted with ground support equipment and electrical 
apparatus. Overall planned completion dates for the three are March, July, and 
December 1966, respectively…”. 
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NEAT PHOTO!  “ARTISTICALLY FRAMED through structural steel work in the Vehicle 
Assembly Building on Merritt Island are the three mobile launchers. The third tower, right, was 
topped out yesterday afternoon.” 
 
 
 

From The March 11, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Moser Named Supervisor For SA-8 Flight Test”. A portion of the article 
reads “Robert E. Moser, Chief of the Kennedy Space Center's Technical Planning and 
Scheduling Office, has been named test supervisor for the upcoming Saturn I, SA-8 
launch. Paul C. Donnelly has been appointed assistant test supervisor, John Twigg is 
launch vehicle test conductor and N. C. Carlson is assistant launch vehicle test 
conductor… …The SA-8 is scheduled to be launched possibly in May or June.” 
 
 
On page 3, “RF RANGE REQUIRES MANICURED LAWN”.  Part of the article reads 
“Undoubtedly the most finely-manicured lawn at the Kennedy Space Center, or for that matter 
probably in all Brevard County, is at the Radio Frequency Systems Test Facility on Merritt 
Island… … The lawn covers a boresight range of about 20 acres which is used to prove the 
accuracy of radar systems that will be placed in Gemini spacecraft… 
 
…As McDonnell engineer Steve Turner explains it, the astronauts will have to locate their 
rendezvous Agena vehicle in space and then home in on it. Since there isn't much room for 
error, due to fuel limitations, the spacecraft's radar must be extremely accurate. It will have a 
range in space of more than 200 miles. The radar systems are checked out at the Merritt Island 
site, thus the area has been set up as nearly as possible to simulate space… 
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…The site, located about a mile south of the KSC Headquarters Building, runs about 1,000 feet 
long and 200 feet or so wide. The ground is within one inch of being absolutely level to control 
reflected radio frequency waves…”. 
 

 
“McDonnell engineer Steve Turner positions the Gemini simulator atop the control building at 
Merritt Island's RF Systems Test Facility.” 
 

The following photo, from Wikimedia Commons, is of the Gemini 6 spacecraft and 
Agena target vehicle, from 1965, at the above described Facility.  This view, is looking 
SW. 
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On page 1. 
 

 
Neat photo, with LUT in the background.  “ARTISTICALLY silhouetted, skilled workmen ply their 
trade on open beams high in the Vehicle Assembly Building on Merritt Island. News Photo by 
Tom McReynolds” 
 
 

 

From The March 18, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
In this issue, the headline is “BON VOYAGE GUS, JOHN ** First Manned Gemini Flight 
Set Next Week”.  In part, the article reads “NASA's first two - manned Gemini flight, with 
astronauts Gus Grissom and John Young as pilots, is scheduled for launch from Cape 
Kennedy no earlier than Tuesday. The spacemen are to fly a three-orbit mission, lasting 
about five hours. The spacecraft will be launched by a two-stage Titan II, a modified 
U. S. Air Force vehicle. Recovery of the astronauts is to take place in the Atlantic Ocean 
near Grand Turk Island in the West Indies…”. 
 

 
“GT-3 PILOTS John Young and Gus Grissom”.  This photo is taken at the LC16 suitup trailer 
area, with LC19 in the background. 
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On page 2, “Spacecraft Test Conductor Coordinates GT-3 Activities “.  A portion of the 
article reads “NASA Test Conductor George F. Page is responsible for giving the final 
go-ahead on the spacecraft for the nation's first manned Gemini mission. Page and a 
NASA/contractor team of engineering and inspection personnel have monitored the two-
man GT-3 spacecraft from its earliest build-up at McDonnell Aircraft Corporation, St. 
Louis, through its prelaunch testing at Cape Kennedy. As GT-3 Test Conductor, Page's 
responsibility includes conducting spacecraft prelaunch acceptance tests as well as 
coordinating launch activities with those of the Gemini launch vehicle. Mission Control 
Center, and the Eastern Test Range. "My responsibility ends in the final part of the 
countdown… 
 
…With NASA since 1963, Page was test conductor for the unmanned Gemini GT-2 
suborbital flight last January and test conductor on the Apollo BP-12 spacecraft, 
launched on a little Joe II booster at White Sands, New Mexico. Prior to this he was an 
assistant test conductor with General Dynamics/Astronautics where he participated in 
the launching of all manned Mercury missions…”. 
 

 
      “George Page” 

 
 
 

From The March 25, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, the headline is “WELCOME HOME!, Grissom, Young Here Today Following 
Successful GT-3”.  Part of the article reads “America advanced another giant step 
toward the national goal of a manned lunar landing this decade with the highly 
successful, three orbital flight of astronauts Virgil I. (Gus) Grissom and John W. Young 
Tuesday in their Gemini 3 spacecraft. The spacemen are due back at Cape Kennedy 
today following detailed debriefings aboard the recovery carrier Intrepid down range. All 
major flight objectives were met… 
 
…The astronauts were launched from Gape Kennedy at 9:24 a.m. atop a modified Titan 
II booster… …A little less than five hours later, at 2:18 p.m., the spacecraft, nicknamed 
"Molly Brown," splashed down into the Atlantic Ocean. 
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         “GT-3 Liftoff” 

 
 
On page 2, “RANGER IMPACTS ON TARGET”.  In part, the article reads “Ranger IX, 
its six television cameras snapping thousands of photos during the last few minutes of 
its flight, impacted on the lunar surface at 9:08 yesterday morning. The 800-pound 
spacecraft was launched from Cape Kennedy Sunday afternoon at 4:37 p.m. atop an 
Atlas Agena vehicle… …Thousands of high-resolution photos were transmitted back to 
Earth ground stations. Ranger VII, which impacted on the Moon last July 31, transmitted 
4,316 photos and Ranger VIII, which impacted February 20, sent back 7,137…”. 
 
 
Also on page 2. 
 

 
 
 
On page 4, “ASTRONAUTS LIKE STEAKS SAYS COOK”.  In part, the article reads 
“One of the busiest — and proudest — men at the Cape Tuesday morning was Sam 
Piper, a cook at the Kennedy Space Center. He's the steward at the astronauts' living 
quarters in the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building on Merritt Island, and he was 
kept hopping Monday night preparing a pre - dawn breakfast for GT-3 pilots Gus 
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Grissom and John Young. The menu included tomato juice, cantaloupe, scrambled 
eggs, porterhouse steak (medium rare), toast and jelly. "They aren't strong for desserts, 
but they do like steaks," Piper says…”. 
 
 
Also on page 4. 
   

 
“HUNDREDS of newsmen congregated at the Cape's press site for the GT-3 launch. In 
the background are trailers and vans housing the vast electronic equipment for the three 
major television networks as well as a number of individual TV and radio stations and 
radio networks.” 
 
The above location is Press Site 2, used, until human spaceflights moved to LC39.  
Press Site 2 was used from John Glenn’s Freedom 7 flight through Apollo 7.  Press Site 
1, by the Mercury Control Center, was used for the earlier human spaceflight launches.  
There is a story about Press Site 2 in the October 30, 2012, Neat Information Update, 
including a link showing Walter Cronkite broadcasting from there. 
 
The following current view, from Google Maps, shows the approximate location of Press 
Site 2, circled in red, at CCAFS, noting the road names as the best clue. 
   

 

https://neatinfoupdates.com/
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From the April 1, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “VAB TO BE TOPPED OUT”.  Part of the article reads “NASA and 
contractor employees at the Kennedy Space Center will have a chance to become part 
of the Vehicle Assembly Building next week. A four - ton, 38-foot-long steel beam, which 
will be one of the last pieces of steel in the VAB's 525-foot-tall structure, will be placed 
at various locations on the Cape and Merritt Island so employees may sign it. Then on 
April 14, the beam will be hoisted to the top of the VAB and bolted in place in an official 
topping out ceremony that will signal the completion of the structural steel work in the 
huge building…”. 
 

 
“SIGNING UP on the steel beam that will be used to top out the Vehicle Assembly Building on 
Merritt Island are secretaries Rosalind Everett, left, and Lanette Belisle of American Bridge. All 
NASA and contractor employees at the Center will be given the opportunity to sign the beam 
next week before it is hoisted to the top of the VAB on April 14. 

 
I call the above The White Beam, located above VAB HB3.  There is a story in the June 
10, 2011, Neat Information Update, titled “April 14, 1965”, about The White Beam, 
including a handwriting analysis of Kurt Debus’ signature on the Beam by Mike Payne.  
Thanks a bunch Mike!  The below is Kurt Debus signing the Beam on April 14, 1965. 
 

 

https://neatinfoupdates.com/
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On page 3. 
 

 
“ASTRONAUTS Gus Grissom, left photo, and John Young and their families were cheered by 
thousands last week enroute from the Cape to a nationally televised press conference in Cocoa 
Beach. Kennedy Space Center employees were allowed to leave work a half hour early to view 
the parade.” 
 
 
 

From The April 8, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2, “Original Equipment Sought For Complex 5/6 Restoration”.  I made an 
editorial update and changed 56 from the original article, to 5/6, for notating LC 5/6, as 
there were two pads at the subject Complex.  I don’t know of a Complex 56 at CCAFS 
or KSC. 
 
In part, the article reads “A significant contribution to the Kennedy Space Center's 
planned restoration of historic launch pad 5/6 has been submitted by KSC veteran 
employee Norman Perry. Perry, who built the Jupiter nose cone distributor for the first 
cone that was recovered from outer space, in May, 1958, loaned the apparatus to KSC 
for display in the 5/6 area. Perry had purchased the distributor from Government surplus 
following its recovery… 
 
… Plans are underway to refurbish the launch pad area and erect a Mercury Redstone 
rocket similar the ones that boosted America's first two astronauts, Alan Shepard and 
Gus Grissom into space in 1961… … The blockhouse at 5/6 is also to be revamped, 
and any of its original equipment, from headsets to consoles, are being sought for 
restoration.” 
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“KENNEDY Space Center employee Norman Perry, left, turns over the nose cone distributor he 
designed to Arnold Richman of the Public Affairs Office. The encased relic will become part of 
an exhibit at historic launch site 5/6 on Cape Kennedy.” 

 
The following, from Google Maps, shows a relatively current satellite view of LC5, with a 
Mercury Redstone rocket in the lower right and the blockhouse in the upper left.  The 
blockhouse has been restored. 
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From The April 15, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “STEEL BEAM TOPS OUT VAB WORK”.  In part, this article reads “A 

38 - foot - long, four - ton steel beam, inscribed with the signatures of thousands of 

Kennedy Space Center workers, was hoisted more than 500 feet yesterday and swung 

into place, signifying the topping out of structural steel in the Vehicle Assembly Building 

on Merritt Island. KSC Director, Dr. Kurt H. Debus was among the executives of 

Government and industry who gave short talks during the ceremony… … The structural 

steel work in the VAB was erected by the American Bridge Division of U.S. Steel. They 

began work in November, 1963, and have erected more than 57,000 tons of steel.” 

 

“THIS is the view looking south from the spot, 525-feet-up, where the final steel beam was 

placed in the Vehicle Assembly Building yesterday. The objects lined in rows on the ground are 

cars.” 

 

On page 2, “Scape Suits To Protect Fuel Workers”.  Part of the article reads “Scape 

(Self-Contained Atmospheric Protective Ensemble) suits are required by anyone 

working in hypergolic fuel areas at Cape Kennedy or on Merritt Island. They are 

strikingly similar to the astronauts' suits. Contractor personnel have been wearing this 

type suit while working in the Gemini-Titan area… ...Hypergolic fuels will be used for 

Apollo and other spacecraft propulsion systems… 

… Consequently, capsule contractors, as well as KSC systems engineering, safety and 

quality control employees will don the protective clothing while working in sensitive 

areas… … Initially, 50 suits were ordered, and more will be purchased, depending upon 

the requirements…”. 



Page 21 
 

 
“…this is a model of the new type Scape suits that will be worn as protective gear for employees 

working in hypergolic fuel areas.” 

  

Also on page 2, “GT4 Control Shifted”.  In part, article reads “Overall control of manned flight 

missions will shift from Cape Kennedy's Mission Control Center to the new MCC in Houston, 

beginning with the Gemini-Titan 4 flight. During the launch phase of the countdown, the Cape 

control center will provide backup in trajectory and launch vehicle telemetry areas… … The 

Gemini simulator at the Cape will be linked to the Houston Control Center to permit astronaut 

crews to fly simulated missions here while being controlled from Houston, as will be done in 

normal flight situations.” 

 

On page 3, “Disney At Spaceport”.  The articles reads “Walt Disney was at the Kennedy Space 

Center yesterday, for a closeup look at NASA installations at the Cape and on Merritt Island. 

Disney, who has toured several NASA Centers in the past fev/ days, had lunch with Deputy 

KSC Director Albert F. Siepert.” 

 

 

From The April 22, 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is “Merritt Island Migration Begins Saturday”.  In part, the article reads 

“The long-awaited move of Kennedy Space Center employees to their new 

Headquarters Building on Merritt Island will begin Saturday. About 50 members of 

NASA's Communications Branch and Traffic Office will make the initial move. Other 

groups will follow in succeeding weeks until more than 1,700 employees have been 

relocated in the building by mid-August… 

… In the past few years KSC offices have been located in temporary buildings, trailers, 

leased quarters in the Apollo and Holiday Office Center Buildings in Cocoa Beach, and 

at other scattered sites, including one at the Marshall Space Flight Center in 
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Huntsville… … Not all Center employees will be located in the Headquarters area. A 

great number moved to the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building and adjacent 

facilities last year. Launch Operations personnel will move later into the Vehicle 

Assembly Building area…”. 

 

 

From The April 29, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, the headline is “Crawler Has Trial Run Before Newsmen, VIPs”.  A part of 

the article reads “The Spaceport's first crawler-transporter was scheduled to be emitting 

a low, muffled roar yesterday afternoon, at press time — for a trial run performance 

before space officials and members of the news media… … For the demonstration, the 

crawler was to move down the crawler way. It has a top speed, when not loaded, of two 

miles per hour…”. 

 

 
“THE FIRST powerful crawler-transporter, above, was scheduled to be moved before a group of 
officials and members of the press yesterday. It is one of the largest land vehicles in the world.” 
 
 
On page 2, “EMPLOYEES PREPARING FOR MASS MIGRATION FROM MANY SCATTERED 
SITES…….TO NEW ‘ONE ROOF’ HOME ON ISLAND, Employees Getting Settled In 
Headquarters Building”.  In part, the article reads “The first wave of Kennedy Space Center 
employees — from Base Communications and Transportation — moved into the new 
Headquarters Building Monday morning. About 45 Civil Service personnel were involved in the 
initial move. Others, from scattered office sites at Cape Kennedy and in Cocoa Beach, will move 
in succeeding weeks until more than 1,700 employees have been relocated in the building by 
mid-August… 
 
… "The move will be a tremendous help to us," said Jim Keith, acting chief of KSC's Technical 
Services Division, of which the Communications Branch is a part. "Before, our people were 
scattered all over the area in trailers and temporary buildings and it was difficult to effect 
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coordination. But by all being under one roof our operations should be a lot smoother," Keith 
said…”. 
 

 
“COMMUNICATIONS Branchi personnel tidy up their new offices on the second floor of the 
Headquarters Building at Merritt Island. Left to right are C. J. Wright, Geraldine Anderson, Sid 
Harbin, Art Duchaine and Grace Jones. About 25 members of the Branch made the initial move 
to the building Monday morning…”. 
 

 

“TEMPORARY buildings at Cape Kennedy, above, have long been occupied by KSC and 
contractor employees awaiting the completion of Merritt Island facilities… …SCATTERED 
throughout the Cape area are numerous trailers, such as the ones shown above…”. 
 
The above photo on the right is at CCAFS, with hangars in the background.  I believe Hangar S 
is in the upper right, as I can just make out the NASA meatball on the left side of the building, 
facing the camera and Hangar AF is on the left of Hangar S, facing the camera. 
 

 
   KSC Headquarters Building 
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From The May 6, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 4. 

 
“GT-3 backup astronauts Wally Schirra, second from right, and Tom Stafford, right, address 

members of the Mercury Social Club during a dinner dance Friday in honor of GT-3 pilots John 

Young, left, and Gus Grissom. About 400 NASA employees and their families attended the 

festivities, which were held in the Ramada Inn's Gold Room, Cocoa Beach.” 

 

 

From The May 13, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 4, “Don't Pick The Fruit”.  The article reads “From the Kennedy Space Center's 

Security Office comes the reminder that citrus groves on Merritt Island are leased to 

private owners and the unauthorized picking of fruit is strictly prohibited.” 

 

 

From The May 20, 1965, Spaceport News  

In this issue, on page 2, “FIRST ACE TEST STATION DECLARED OPERATIONAL”.  

Part of the article reads “The first of four Apollo spacecraft test stations has been 

declared operational by Kennedy Space Center engineers. Called Acceptance 

Checkout Equipment for Spacecraft (ACE-S/C), the station was conceived and 

designed by NASA engineers to provide a high speed, accurate, and reliable system for 

testing sophisticated spaceflight vehicles such as the three-man Apollo spacecraft… 

… The ACE-S/C station is located in three rooms overlooking the 106-foot high 

assembly and test area of the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building.” 
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“KSC AND GE engineers monitor consoles, displays and recorders in the ACE-S/C control room 
during a phase of the station's verification operations.” 
 

On page 3, “DEFLECTOR FUNNELS SATURN'S FLAMES”. A portion of the article 
reads “Undoubtedly the hottest place in Florida is the launch pedestal at Complex 37 
during the liftoff of a Saturn I rocket. Kennedy Space Center engineers estimate 
temperatures from exhaust flames that lick back on the pedestal to be roughly 3,000 to 
4,000 degrees F… …It is called a flame deflector, and as its name implies, it funnels out 
the Saturn's fires —in two directions. The yellow deflector is about 25 feet tall and is 
positioned just under the bird on the pedestal about 4 weeks prior to launch… 
 
…The deflector itself sustains very little damage. Made of reinforced steel, its surface is 
coated with a four-inch layer of a heat-resistant, ablative type material (called fondu  
fyre) similar to that used by spacecraft that plunge through the Earth's atmosphere in 
fiery reentries… … "We've used this material on the past three or four Saturn launches, 
and each time it melts down only about l/16th of an inch. Before we used it, the 
deflector's steel surface was partially melted during each launch, causing a rippling 
effect in the steel. We were also getting a partial buckling of the support members on 
the deflector, but since using this fondu fyre, this has ceased…”. 
 

   
“A LONE workman stands beside 180-fon flame deflector at Complex 37 to show its relative 

size. The deflector, placed beneath the Saturn's launch pedestal, funnels out exhaust in two 

directions. Launch directly flames.” 
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From The May 27, 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is “NINTH SATURN SCORES SPECTACULAR”.   A portion of the article 

reads “Trailing a brilliant orange yellow ribbon of flame that was visible for perhaps 

hundreds of miles, Saturn SA-8 boosted the Pegasus II meteoroid-detecting satellite 

into Earth orbit early Tuesday morning. It was the ninth consecutive successful flight for 

the Saturn I vehicle — a record unmatched in the research and development testing of 

rockets. Liftoff time was 2:35 a.m. SA-8 was launched during darkness in order to place 

the satellite into an orbit which was "out of phase" with Pegasus I, lofted into space last 

February…”. 

 
“THE DRAMATIC moment of liftoff, with all its encompassing hopes and anxieties, is eloquently 
mirrored in the eyes of Saturn launch team members as they watch television monitors from 
inside the blockhouse at Complex 37. In the center, pointing, is Kennedy Space Center Director, 
Dr. Kurt H. Debus. To his left is Marshall Space Flight Center Director, Wernher von Braun, and 
to Dr. Debus' right is KSC Deputy Launch Operations Director, G. Merritt Preston. In the 
foreground is Assistant KSC Director for Launch Vehicle Operations, Dr. Hans Gruene. Behind 
von Braun is SA-8 Test Supervisor Bob Moser. Photo by Bill Taub.” 
 
 

 

From the June 3 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is “SMOOTH SAILING JIM, ED, Space Walk To Highlight GT-4 Trip“.  A 

portion of the article reads “Astronauts James A. McDivitt and Edward H. White were 

scheduled to climb into their three-and-a-half-ton GT4 capsule early this morning prior 

to taking off on a marathon, precedent - shattering four-day orbital journey around the 

Earth. The launch was planned for 9 a.m. If conditions are favorable, White will begin 

emerging from the spacecraft during its second orbit, when it is over Hawaii, and "walk" 

some 25 feet into space on the end of a specially - designed umbilical or tether line… 
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…McDivitt and White, and their backups, James Lovell and Frank Borman have spent 

the last few weeks training at Cape Kennedy, with emphasis on the Gemini simulator at 

the Mission Control Center. Their quarters are in the Manned Spacecraft Operations 

Building on Merritt Island… …GT-4 will be launched by a two-stage Titan H, a modified 

U.S. Air Force Intercontinental Ballistic Missile… …Recovery is planned in the Atlantic 

Ocean about 400 miles south of Bermuda.” 

On page 5. 

 
“FLAG raising ceremonies, marking the opening of the KSC Headquarters Building, were held 
on Merritt Island last week. A formal dedication of the Kennedy Space Center will take place this 
Fall.” 
 

 

From The June 10, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 4. 
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The June 17, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 4. 

 
“THE SPACEPORT'S crawler-transporter recently hoisted a mobile launcher, above, off its 
mount mechanisms in a load test. The massive land vehicle is scheduled to move a launcher in 
the near future.“ 
 
 
 

From The June 24, 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is "Transportation System Revised For Spaceport”.  Part of the article 

reads “The Kennedy Space Center will unveil a new transportation system July 1 aimed 

at providing more convenient service for all employees at a minimum cost… 

…Basically, the system will emphasize a stepping up of shuttle taxi service between 

various Spaceport points and a cutting down on permanently assigned vehicles and 

personal taxi service. 

Beginning next Thursday shuttle bus service will be provided every 20 minutes or less 

over the following routes: —Merritt Island industrial area to the Vehicle Assembly 

Building. —Manned Spacecraft Operations Building to Launch Complex 19. —Cape 

industrial area to Launch Complexes 34 and 37. —Cape industrial area to Merritt Island 

industrial area. —Cape industrial area to Launch Complexes 11, 12, 13, 14 and 36. 

Shuttle service will also be provided from the Center to Cocoa Beach motels… 

… Because of the emphasis on shuttle busses, as well as other services, the total 

number of passenger vehicles needed by each organization will be reduced. Based on 

the additional transportation services provided and mission requirements, the 

Transportation Office has advised each organization of the number of passenger 

vehicles to be returned to the GSA motor pool…”. 
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“GSA SHUTTLE BUS driver Bill Johnson checks new sign adorning his vehicle that alerts 
passengers of the number and location of each driver's route. More frequent shuttle runs are 
just one phase of the overall new KSC transportation system which goes into effect next week.“ 

 

 

From The July 1, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “LCC, Low Bay Area Okayed For Occupancy By NASA”.  A portion of the 

article reads “Two major Kennedy Space Center installations, the Launch Control 

Center (LCC) and the low bay area of the Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) at Launch 

Complex 39, have been accepted by KSC for occupancy. NASA and contractor 

personnel are expected to begin moving into these quarters within the next few days… 

The LCC is designed for a maximum of 450 people. Adjacent to this facility is the low 

bay area of the VAB... …It is designed for about 650 people…”. 

 
THE LAUNCH Control Center, the building at the lower left, and the low bay area of the 
Vehicle Assembly Building, directly behind the LCC, have been accepted by NASA for 
occupancy. KSC and contractor personnel are expected to begin moving in within the 
next few days.“ 
 
The above photo is pretty neat showing the east side of the VAB, not completely 
finished and the platform set for High Bay 1, on the ground, in front of the High Bay. 
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From The July 8, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 2, “NEW INFORMATION SYSTEMS BUILDING KEEPS UP WITH STATE-OF-

THE-ART”.  A portion of the article reads “Inside the new, three-story building the halls 

are virtually spotless and the individual laboratories and work areas are immaculate… 

…This is what it's like inside the Kennedy Space Center's Information Systems Building 

on Merritt Island, just west of the KSC Headquarters Building… 

…Assistant KSC Director for Information Systems, Karl Sendler, and his people like to 

think of their building as a "facility of many functions," some of which are listed as 

follows: —-Monitoring of all radio frequency transmissions from NASA vehicles. —

Launch data correlation for and retransmission to data users. —Scientific and general 

purpose computation support for NASA and contractor operations on Merritt Island. —

Instrumentation engineering and development to meet special data requirements and to 

evaluate state-of-the-art advances in new equipment. —Instrument certification repair 

and calibration for all NASA and contractor operations at the Spaceport. —Central 

station for timing correlation and distribution on Merritt Island.” 

 
“INFORMATION SYSTEMS branch and division chiefs pose in front of their new building, 
located just west of the KSC Headquarters Building. In the center of the photo, front row, is Karl 
Sendler, Assistant KSC Director for Information Systems. Photos by Bob Breland” 
 
The Information Systems Building became the Central Instrumentation Facility which became 
demolished several years ago.  Wikipedia has a read about the CIF. 
 

 
“SENIOR technician Ronald Warren, of Federal Electric, checks timing equipment during a 
simulated countdown. This shop provides central timing and countdown status for the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Instrumentation_Facility
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Spaceport. The time is synchronized with the National Bureau of Standards in Washington and 
with the AF Eastern Test Range. 

 

 

From the July 22, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Simulated Dual Countdown On Today At Cape”.  The article reads “One of 

the largest support operations ever attempted at Cape Kennedy was scheduled to be 

underway this morning. It involves the simultaneous simulated countdown and launch of 

both an Atlas-Agena vehicle at Complex 14, and the Gemini-5 vehicle at Complex 19. 

Called a Simultaneous Launch Demonstration (SLD), the unique project calls for the 

closely coordinated efforts of NASA, Air Force and contractor personnel.  

Primary test objective is to verify the operational feasibility of such a simultaneous 

countdown and launch in preparation for the Gemini 6 mission scheduled for later this 

year. On Gemini 6, an actual Agena target vehicle will be launched about 95 minutes 

prior to the liftoff of the Gemini. Astronauts will then practice rendezvous maneuvers in 

space. The Agena launch is timed so the vehicle will be passing back over the Cape 

area at the completion of its first revolution around the Earth just as the Gemini is ready 

to be launched…”. 

 

On page 3, “Air Force Buys GT-2”.  The article reads “NASA's Gemini 2 spacecraft will 

be refurbished and delivered to the Air Force for a preliminary unmanned flight in the 

USAF Manned Orbiting Laboratory Program. The vehicle made a suborbital unmanned 

flight from Cape Kennedy last January. The spacecraft will be reworked by the 

McDonnell Aircraft Corp. under NASA direction for subsequent delivery to the Air 

Force.” 

The Gemini 2 spacecraft would make another flight, in early development of the USAF 

Manned Orbiting Laboratory Program, which did not come to fruition.  The following is 

from Wikipedia, “Gemini spacecraft No. 2 (officially known as "Gemini SC-2", for 

"space capsule 2") was the second NASA Project Gemini full-up space capsule built. 

This McDonnell Gemini capsule was the first spacecraft to be reused, flying twice into 

suborbital space. No.2 flew on missions Gemini-Titan 2 and Manned Orbiting 

Laboratory Gemini-B flight. The capsule is currently on display at the Air Force Space 

and Missile Museum at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station…”.  The Gemini-B spacecraft 

featured a hatch in the heatshield. 

The following photo, of the subject spacecraft, is from the USAF Air Force Space and 

Missile Museum. 
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Also on page 3, “Project Landscape”.  The article reads “The Spaceport is taking on a 

new look, as the surrounding photos indicate. The Indian Rocks Nursery of Largo, 

Florida, is planting trees, shrubs and various ground covers around major buildings in 

the Industrial area. The nursery has a contract with KSC to beautify the area from the 

Manned Spacecraft Operations Building, west to the Corps of Engineers Building. When 

the job is finished, sometime next month, the Spaceport will be graced with no less than 

12 different types of palm trees, 23 other varieties of trees, 45 different types of shrubs 

and a dozen various ground covers.” 
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On page 2. 

 
“CONSTRUCTION of the world's largest structure — KSC's Vehicle Assembly Building on 
Merritt Island — .sometimes necessitates ingenious work methods. One of the latest on this job 
supervised by the Canaveral District of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, is using a helicopter 
to lift siding for the upper levels of the building from the ground to the roof. Completion of the 
building, which will enclose 129 million cubic foot, is slated for early next year.” 
 
 

 

From The July 29, 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is “FINAL SATURN I READY TO GO”.  A portion of the article reads “The 

final Saturn I vehicle, SA-10, is undergoing last minute checkout tests at Launch 

Complex 37 today in preparation for its flight, scheduled for 8 a.m. tomorrow. Purpose 

of the mission is to orbit a 3,000-pound Pegasus satellite to add information on the 

frequency of meteoroids to be encountered in near Earth environment, for use in the 

design of future manned and unmanned spacecraft…”. 

 

Also on page 1, “IB Launch Scheduled Next Year”.  In part, the article reads “First 

launch of a Saturn IB, the vehicle which will succeed the Saturn I, is now planned for 

early 1966. The middle member of the Saturn family, IB will be the largest space vehicle 

yet developed — until the parent Saturn V is ready. IB will stand 225 feet tall, weigh 640 

tons when fueled, and have a liftoff thrust of 1.6 million pounds — 100,000 more than 

Saturn I…”. 

 

On page 3, “OPEN HOUSE AN EYE OPENER”.  Part of the article reads “Hundreds of 

KSC employees and their families took advantage of the first of four successive 

Saturday open houses last week and toured the Spaceport….”. 
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“Charles Meyer of McDonnell Aircraft, explains functions of the Manned Spacecraft Operations 
Building's high bay area to his wife and four youngsters.” 
 

 
“KSC engineer Herman Baum briefs a group of employees and their families in the Vehicle 

Assembly Building.” 

 

On page 8, “Astronauts Have A Ball”. 

 
“GUESTS OF HONOR at the GT-4 astronauts' party Saturday night were Jim McDIvitt, above 
left, and Ed White, each of whom received a number of gifts during the evening, including an 
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actual piece of their spacecraft's heat shield encased in plastic… …NASA Exchange Council 
sponsored the party. It was attended by more than 1,200 people, and featured a buffet supper, 
entertainment and dancing at the Melbourne Civic Auditorium.” 

 

Also on page 8. 

 

 

 

From The August 5, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, the headline is “PERFECT RECORD FOR SATURN I SERIES“.  In part, the 

article reads “NASA's 188-foot-tall SA-10 vehicle was successfully launched from Cape 

Kennedy Friday morning, and placed a ton-and-a-half Pegasus meteoroid detection 

satellite into Earth orbit. Liftoff time was 8 a.m. The flight rounded out the Saturn I series 

with an unprecedented 10 total successes out of 10 launches, dating back to October 

27, 1961….”. 

 

On page 3, “Sixth Centaur Slated Tuesday”.  A portion of the article reads “The 

hydrogen - fueled Centaur launch vehicle, AC-6, is scheduled to be test-flown from 

Cape Kennedy no earlier than August 10. The flight will be a full scale simulated 

mission to determine Centaur's capability to inject a Surveyor spacecraft on a lunar-
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transfer trajectory. Surveyor is being developed by NASA to soft-land on the moon and 

conduct lunar surface studies in support of future manned Apollo missions…”. 

 

On page 4, there is the following feature, “COUNTING DOWN WITH THE EDITOR”, which I 

have not shown before, and this feature includes a neat article! 

 

In part, this COUNTING DOWN reads “Nattily dressed rocket mechanics who traded 

their coveralls for starched white shirts and ties gave an elegant touch to pre-launch 

work on the Saturn I booster that orbited the Pegasus III Satellite Friday.  In keeping 

with a launch day tradition established 18 months ago, technicians of the Douglas 

Missile and Space Systems Division launch crew were dressed in their Sunday best 

when they reported for the start of the final countdown. The custom started in January 

1964 with the launch of the first of the hydrogen fueled Saturn S-IV stages, which 

Douglas builds for NASA. 

 For each of the completely successful Saturn flights since then, the technicians have 

been attired in dress shirts and ties while going about their often grimy duties on the 

launch pad and in the blockhouse during the countdown. The good luck tradition — and 

old and venerable one now, when measured on the accelerated time scale of 

aerospace technology — calls for something a little different in neckwear for each full 

dress countdown, just to help maintain the Saturn's perfect flight record. For one launch, 

technician Londy Griffin's wife, Gertrude, of Cocoa Beach, brought six-inch wide 

flowered cravats all the way from New York for the men to wear. The uniform launch 

day neckwear for another occasion was bow ties, and on another, string ties…”. 

 

 

From The August 12, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Centaur Flight Meets Goals”.  Part of the article reads “NASA's sixth Atlas-

Centaur space vehicle, AC-6, was successfully launched Wednesday and hurled a 

2,100-pound dynamic model of the Surveyor spacecraft into a highly elliptical Earth orbit 
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with an apogee of about 515,000 miles and a perigee of 100 miles. The AC-6 flight was 

a full-scale simulated mission to determine the vehicle's capability to inject a Surveyor 

spacecraft on a lunar-transfer trajectory…”. 

 

On page 3, “Electric Power System Vital To KSC Operations”.  A portion of the article 

reads “One of the most vital but unheralded operations at the Kennedy Space Center is 

the distribution of electrical power. Without electricity, the Center's widespread activities 

—including the launching of space vehicles — would grind to a halt. With all its facilities 

now activated, KSC will consume approximately 150,000,000 kilowatt hours electricity 

during the present fiscal year at a cost of about $1.5 million. 

There are two primary electrical substations at KSC — the south substation located in 

the Industrial Area, and the north substation situated across from Launch Complex 39. 

Both substations receive power from a single high voltage feeder line of the Florida 

Power & Light Co.'s system…”. 

 
“POWER FOR APOLLO, Complex 39's VAB and Mobile Launchers are shown in a high voltage 
framework.” 
 
The above photo is the C5 substation.  Orsino substation is in the Industrial Area. 
 
 
  

From The August 19, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Flu Shots Available”.  Part of the article reads “Kennedy Space Center 

Director, Dr. Kurt H. Debus, has urged all KSC employees to participate in a flu shot 

program to begin around September 1. "The President of the United States recently 

emphasized that 'good health and good work go together'," Dr. Debus said this week in 

a memo to KSC employees… …The flu shots will be made available at no charge to all 

KSC employees, civil service and contractor. …”.  
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On page 2, “Weather Has Big Role In Launch Operations”.  Parts of the article read 

“There will be optimum conditions over the launch area and primary recovery points for 

the next 48 to 72 hours." This sounds like a simple statement of fact. But before Ernie 

Amman, Chief of the U. S. Weather Bureau's office at the Kennedy Space Center, can 

advise the Launch Director of the weather conditions for a launch, many skilled 

weathermen are on the job assembling data and making forecasts. They use the most 

advanced forecasting techniques available, including data obtained from TIROS 

weather satellites. The Weather Bureau's Spaceflight Meteorology Group has the 

overall responsibility to supply NASA's manned spaceflight program with required 

weather information…”. 

 
“ACCURATE weather forecasting is vital to manned space flight operations. Here, KSC 
Weather Bureau Chief Ernest Amman inspects incoming weather maps on map facsimile 
machine.” 
 

 

On page 4, “Altitude Chamber Readied For Apollo Spacecraft”.  Part of the article reads 

“…Construction of the chambers was completed at the Kennedy Space Center last 

week. The stainless steel chambers, 54 feet high and over 33 feet in diameter, are 

located inside the 100-foot-tall high bay area of the Manned Spacecraft Operations 

Building in the KSC Industrial Area… 

…Two test stands also were constructed beside the altitude chambers. Before being 

placed inside the chambers, the spacecraft are assembled on the test stands where a 

series of tests are made on the combined systems… …The first Apollo spacecraft to be 

tested in the chambers will be the unmanned Apollo airframe 009, made up of the 

Command and Service Modules only. Later tests will include the entire spacecraft with 

the three-man astronaut crew participating…”. 
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“PAUL WHITAKER, NASA, and James Palm and William Thomas of Dow Chemical Company, 
man control consoles in the altitude chamber control room during chamber acceptance testing.” 

 

 
“ALTITUDE chambers can simulate altitudes up to 250,000 feet.” 

 

 

From The August 26, 1965 Spaceport News 

The headline is “GEMINI 5 NEARS SPACE RECORD”.  Part of the article reads “Gemini 5 

astronauts Gordon Cooper and Pete Conrad were "doing fine," still whirling high over 

Earth at press time, and if all goes well they are expected to break the long-distance 

record for space flight shortly after 10:30 this morning. At that time they will have 

entered their 82nd orbit of Earth, eclipsing the 81 orbit flight of Russian Cosmonaut V. 

Bykovsky set in June 1963… 
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…Landing is planned at the beginning of the 122nd revolution, about 500 miles 

southwest of Bermuda in the West Atlantic Ocean…”. 

 

On pager 2, “Her Bosses — In Orbit But She Has No Fears”.  Parts of the article read 

“…Lora Morrow,… She is the astronauts' secretary when the space pilots are in training 

at the Kennedy Space Center. At the moment her bosses, Gordon Cooper and Pete 

Conrad, are, in fact, in orbit… …"I take care of their phone calls, keep up with their 

schedules and appointments and handle any correspondence they need while here." 

There are also a lot of non-routine duties, which Lola classifies as "little brush fire type 

things."… …”During the Gemini 3 mission," Lola recalls, "backup astronauts Wally 

Schirra and Tom Stafford told me their quarters needed a woman's touch. So I did a lot 

of little things for them, like ordering bedspreads and linens—anything that could make 

them a little more comfortable." 

How are the astronauts as bosses? "They're just wonderful," Lola exclaims. "They're 

considerate and helpful — I wish everyone could be like them. I have never seen them 

show any strain during their training. I can go directly to them if I don't understand 

something and they give me all the help I need."… …"It's an unusual job," she admits. 

"You have to be flexible, because I don't have anything like a routine day. New crews 

are always coming in and there is always something to be done. But it's challenging and 

I enjoy the work."… 

 

          
“ASTRONAUTS' secretary Lola Morrow discusses paper… …with Gus Grissom.” 
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From The September 2, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, the headline is “Chipper Astronauts Pass Exams Here”.  In part, the article 

reads “World-famous Gemini 5 pilots Gordon Cooper and Pete Conrad were scheduled 

to complete a three-day series of medical checkups and debriefings at the Kennedy 

Space Center today and return to the Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston… …The 

jaunty twosome, looking and acting hale and hardy, stepped off a plane at Cape 

Kennedy's skid strip Monday morning enroute to their quarters in the Manned 

Spacecraft Operations Building at the Center… …The eight-day mission is about the 

time required for an Apollo crew to fly to the Moon, explore its surface and return to 

Earth…”. 

 
“SPORTING jaunty white caps and vivid aqua flight suits, Gemini 5 astronauts Pete Conrad, left, 
and Gordon Cooper were greeted at Cape Kennedy's skid strip Monday by Florida Governor 
Haydon Burns, center, who presented plaques to each of them commemorating their record 
eight-day mission. In the background are Jack King and Gatha Cottee of KSC's Public 
Information Office, who helped make arrangements for news media representatives to cover the 
astronauts' arrival.” 
 

 

On page 2, “Complex 39's Pad A Ready For Occupancy”.  Part of the article reads “The 

Kennedy Space Center is expected to gain beneficial occupancy of Launch Complex 

39's Pad A within the next few days, according to Dick Ellis, Project Manager for KSC… 

…Construction on the $24.5 million pad began in November 1963…”. 

The caption for the photo on the following page is “KEY KENNEDY Space Center 

people involved in work at Launch Complex 39's Pad A, are left to right, James Kanipe, 

Deputy Chief, Saturn/Apollo Launch Facility Branch; Harry J. May, Launch Complex 39 

Project Engineer; and Dick Ellis, 39 Project Manager.” 
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From The September 16, 1965, Spaceport News 

On the 1st page, “KSC Operation Big Move' More Than Half Completed”.  In part, the 

article states “Operation "Big Move," the transfer of Kennedy Space Center employees 

from scattered sites at Cocoa Beach, the Cape and Huntsville, to new facilities at the 

Spaceport on Merritt Island, is now more than half completed. More than 7,000 civil 

service and contractor employees have been settled in their new homes. By the end of 

fiscal year 1967, the move will be completed and 11,500 "office" employees will be 

permanently located at the Spaceport. The total workforce will eventually be about 

17,000… 

…Most of the moving has been handled by TWA personnel, although commercial 

movers have been called in for large operations. The relocating is accomplished on 

weekends so normal Center operations won't be disturbed… 

…Employees began occupying quarters in the Communications Building in January, 

1964. During the past summer more than 1,700 employees were relocated in the KSC 

Headquarters Building, including Center Director, Dr. Kurt H. Debus. On recent 

weekends KSC Launch Vehicle Operations and Launch Support Operations Division 

people have been moving into the VAB complex area, occupying new quarters in the 

low bay, the Launch Control Center and in equipment shops. The major moves still to 

be made primarily involve Saturn V stage contractors who will use the high bay facilities 

of the VAB… …despite the thousands of pieces of equipment and furniture that have 

been moved, there have been surprisingly few lost articles….”. 
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“KSC Electronic, Engineering and Instrumentation Systems Division employees have moved 
into their new quarters in the Launch Control Center at the Spaceport. Left to right are Ellen 
Pordon, Bob Krause, Bill Glaser and Sue Whigham.” 

 

On page 3, “ASTRONAUTS CHECKED IN NEW MED LAB”.  A portion of the article 

reads “Down the hall from the astronaut quarters, on the third floor of the Manned 

Spacecraft Operations Building at the Kennedy Space Center, is a group of rooms kept 

as clean as a hospital's surgery area. They have to be, for these rooms serve as the 

new medical facility where Gemini astronauts are given their all-important pre-flight 

physicals. Gemini 5 pilots Gordon Cooper and Pete Conrad were the first spacemen to 

use the new facilities… 

…There are generally three pre-flight physicals given. The first of these is at about T-10 

days prior to the liftoff date. The second is two days prior to liftoff and the third physical, 

a short one, is given on the morning of the flight. When the first two, more extensive 

physicals were given at the Cape, it took nearly a full day for each one. Now, with the 

medical facilities in the MSO Building, each examination has been cut to about half a 

day…”. 

 
“NURSE Dee O'Hara, who first served in the astronaut program during Project Mercury flights, 
comes to the Kennedy Space Center weeks before a scheduled Gemini flight to prepare the 
new medical facility. Here, she checks eye, ear, nose and throat equipment.” 
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There is a good read about Dee O’Hara in Wikipedia, including “…Dolores B. "Dee" 

O'Hara (born August 9, 1935 in Nampa, Idaho) was the first aerospace nurse to NASA's 

first astronauts, laying the foundation to the field of Space nursing…”.  A JSC Oral 

History interview transcript with Dee is at this site.  If you go to YouTube and search 

Dee O’Hara, there are several short videos with her speaking. 

 

   

From The September 23, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 5, “RECOVERY OPERATIONS BLANKET WIDE REGION”.  Part of the article 

reads “During the first minute and a half of every NASA Gemini flight, a highly 

specialized Launch Site Recovery Team is ready to spring into action should the flight 

have to be terminated. This team… …has people and equipment necessary to effect 

recovery of the astronauts if an emergency occurs at liftoff or shortly thereafter. 

Included in the recovery force are four Air Rescue Service helicopters, four Army LARC 

amphibious vehicles, two surveillance boats, one utility landing craft, two Navy ships, 

and two M-113 armored personnel carriers. Land and water units are positioned at 

various stations surrounding Launch Complex 19 at T-minus two hours in the 

countdown. 

The M-113s stand close by… …LARCs are hulled, wheeled and can travel in any of the 

undergrowth, swampy or surf areas around the Cape, or can proceed out to sea. Two 

missile recovery ships are located about 10 miles off shore… …By T-minus 15 minutes 

the four helicopters become airborne and report to assigned stations…”. 

 
“LAUNCH site recovery operations under the direction of the Air Force Eastern Test Range and 
the prime range contractor, Pan American, are an important part of every Gemini flight. Here, a 
LARC amphibious vehicle practices pickups on a model spacecraft.” 
 

There is an LARC on display at the CCAFS Air Force Space and Missile Museum. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dee_O%27Hara
https://historycollection.jsc.nasa.gov/JSCHistoryPortal/History/oral_histories/OHaraDB/OHaraDB_4-23-02.htm
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On page 6, from “COUNTING DOWN WITH THE EDITOR”.  Part of the article reads “…If you 

happen to be in the Miami area this weekend, you may be in for an unusual fireworks display. 

Saturday a solid rocket motor — the largest ever built —will be test fired in Dade County as part 

of the nation's large solid motor technology program, conducted by NASA. Flames from the 

motor are expected to shoot some 1,200 feet into the air and will be visible throughout the 

Miami area during the two minute test...”. 

On September 25, 1965, there was a firing of the SL-1 solid rocket motor; this site has 

some good photos and a story to go along.  A subsequent firing, SL-3, in 1967, reached 

a thrust of almost 5 million lbf, and quoting from the afore linked site, “…making it the 

largest solid-fuel rocket ever…”.  By comparison, the two solid rocket boosters for 

Artemis each produce approximately 3.6 million lbf.  This site is neat and includes some 

vintage photos of the 260 rocket motor and current day video at the site, as well as 

commentation by someone who worked at the site “in the day”. 

 

 

From The October 21, 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is, “THUMBS UP--WALLY, TOM”.  Part of the article reads “Astronauts 

Wally Schirra and Tom Stafford are continuing final pre-flight preparations today for their 

orbital rendezvous mission — Gemini 6 — scheduled no earlier than Monday. Prime 

objective of this flight — the nation's tenth manned mission — is to prove the ability of 

Gemini to rendezvous and dock with an orbiting Agena vehicle. Unlike anything 

previously attempted in the U.S. manned space program, two launches are required for 

the mission; the Gemini-Titan II and an Atlas-Agena. Both launch vehicles will be 

counted down simultaneously to about T-101 minutes for Gemini. At this time the Atlas 

will be launched to place the Agena into circular orbit of about 185 miles… 

…It is planned to dock and separate the spacecraft several times to provide experience 

with docking procedures. Schirra and Stafford will each practice docking under day and 

night lighting conditions…”. 

 
“Gemini 6 pilots Tom Stafford and Wally Schirra” 

https://www.abandonedfl.com/aerojet-dade/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vemu2hfPruY
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From The October 28, 1965, Spaceport News 

The lead article is, “Gemini 7 Checkout Underway At Center”.  A portion of the article 

reads “Defueling operations and purging of the Gemini 6 spacecraft lines took place this 

week, following the Monday postponement of Wally Schirra and Tom Stafford's 

rendezvous-in-space mission. At presstime NASA officials were meeting to decide 

exactly which step would next be taken in the program. Gemini 6 was scrubbed Monday 

when the Agena target vehicle failed to orbit after a flawless countdown and launch…”. 

 

On page 2. 

 
“PROCUREMENT officers from NASA headquarters and from field centers across the country 
met at the Kennedy Space Center lasf week for their annual three-day conference. A highlight of 
their visit was a tour of the Spaceport, and one of the stops was at a Launch Control Center 
firing room, above.” 
 
I believe the above is an unfinished Firing Room 3, as there is a direct pass-through to Firing 
Room 2, in the upper left, a unique situation in the Launch Control Center. 
 

 

From The November 4, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, the lead article is “CHECKOUT TESTS UNDERWAY FOR RENDEZVOUS 

SPECTACULAR”.  Part of the article reads “Preparations were continuing at the 

Kennedy Space Center this week to prepare Gemini 7 and Gemini 6 for an 

unprecedented one-two space rendezvous mission, as announced by President Lyndon 

B. Johnson. The Gemini 7 spacecraft was erected at Launch Complex 19 Friday, and 

pre-mate systems tests are being run this week on both the spacecraft and the launch 

vehicle… 

…Meanwhile, the Gemini 6 spacecraft has been taken to the Pyrotechnic Installation 

Building at the Center. "It was completely tested and in a flyable condition, so there isn't 
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too much that will have to be done to it," said Wiley Williams, Manager, Gemini/LEM 

Operations… …"Our most critical period will be after 7 has gone," Williams noted. "We 

are planning for only a few days 'turn-around' time on the pad. That is, we hope to erect 

the Gemini 6 spacecraft and launch vehicle, check them out fully at the pad and launch 

within the 14 - day flight period of Gemini 7."…  

 

 

From the November 10, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Spacecraft Preparations Continuing”.  In part, the article reads “An 

electrical mating of the Gemini 7 spacecraft and its launch vehicle at complex 19, and 

re-installation of modified spacecraft components highlight the week's activities as 

NASA continues to prepare for an unprecedented, one-two space rendezvous 

mission… …Gemini 7 spacecraft test conductor Fritz Widick, of the Kennedy Space 

Center, said crews were installing a flashing light in the spacecraft adapter… 

…Meanwhile, at the Pyrotechnic Installation Building the Gemini 6 spacecraft is 

undergoing integrity tests of propellant systems…”. 

 

 

From The November 18, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, the lead article is “Gemini Work Steps Up As Launch Dates Near“.  Part of 

the article reads “Intense preparations on two Gemini spacecraft are continuing at the 

Kennedy Space Center this week to prepare them for an unprecedented double launch 

and rendezvous in orbit early next month. NASA has announced the launch of Gemini 7 

is scheduled for no earlier than December 4… 

…Plans call for Gemini 6 to rendezvous with the Gemini 7 target spacecraft during the 

fourth revolution. Maximum duration of the Gemini 6 mission is two days. The Gemini 7 

mission is scheduled for up to 14 days. Flight purpose is to further determine the effects 

of long duration flight on man…”. 

 

 

From The November 24, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Heavy Steel Beam Tops Out Mobile Servicing Structure”.  Part of the article 

reads “A heavy steel beam was foisted into place atop the 402-foot Mobile Servicing 

Structure at the Kennedy Space Center Friday afternoon, signifying completion of 

structural steel work on the facility… …Although the basic structural steel work has 
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been completed, ground support equipment, spacecraft piping, and instrumentation and 

communication cabling must still be added. Overall completion date for the structure is 

August 15, 1966. 

 
“COLONEL Robert E. Snetzei, acting Chief of the Kennedy Space Center's Facilities 
Engineering and Construction branch, signs steel beam that topped out structural steel work on 
the Mobile Servicing Structure Friday. At left is Brigadier Genera! A. P. Rollins, Deputy for 
NASA Support, Office of the Corps of Engineers Chief, Washington.” 

 

 

From The December 2, 1965, Spaceport News 

On page 4. 

 
“TO KEEP in shape while training at the Kennedy Space Center for future flights, astronauts 
have use of a newly-equipped physical conditioning room. It is located in the astronauts' 
quarters at the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building. Included in the area are weightlifting 
barbells, an exercise cycle, a medicine bail, exercise bars and bands and a punching bag….” 
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From The December 9, 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is “Borman, Lovell Doing Fine; Countdown On Gemini 6 Nears”.  Part of 

the article reads “While spacecraft and launch vehicle personnel continue their around 

the clock preparations on Gemini 6 at Launch Complex 19, Gemini 7 astronauts Frank 

Borman and Jim Lovell were scheduled to be well into their 75th revolution of the Earth 

at Noon today. If all goes well, Wally Schirra and Tom Stafford will be launched in their 

Gemini 6 vehicle within a few days to effect man's first rendezvous of two spacecraft in 

orbit - early next week. The launch of Borman and Lovell occurred at 2:30 p.m. 

Saturday following a trouble-free countdown…’. 

  
  GEMINI 7 Liftoff 
 
 
On page 3, “Turn Around Operations at Pad 19 Began Within Minutes of Launch”.  A portion of 
the article reads “…Within minutes of the successful liftoff of Gemini 7 Saturday, a special, 
integrated damage assessment team was on the pad and found only minimal damage to 
facilities. Less than 24 hours after liftoff the Gemini 6 launch vehicle had been erected, the 
spacecraft mechanically mated to it, and pre-flight checkouts were underway.  Representing the 
Kennedy Space Center on the damage assessment team was J. M. Ragusa, KSC's complex 
engineer at pad 19. Chief Warrant Officer Elmer E. Barton was the Air Force representative on 
the team…”. 
 
In the above, Elmer Barton is mentioned, of Barton FREEway fame. 
 
 
On page 4, “Amid The Clank And Clatter A Story Is Told”.  In part, the article states “There is 
noise everywhere. Telephones are ringing incessantly. The steady clatter of teletype machines 
echoes across the room. Typewriters hum. And there are the voices which range from muffled 
conversations to shouts. It is not a place for quiet meditation. This is the scene daily at the 
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Kennedy Space Center's Gemini 7-6 news center, located on the 10th floor of the Cape Royal 
Building in Cocoa Beach. 
 
The participants are several hundred of the world's leading aerospace reporters—and a small 
but multiple - skilled team of NASA Public Affairs people — from KSC, the Manned Spacecraft 
Center, Washington and other points… …At the press center questions by the thousands are 
answered ; news releases put out; tours of the Cape and Spaceport arranged; interviews with 
key Gemini people set up and monitored; press conferences arranged; "pool" copy by reporters' 
reproduced and handed out; TV and radio problems squared away; and an endless number of 
other activities are handled…”. 
 

 
“PHONES ring, loud speakers blare and typewriters clack around the clock at the Gemini News 
Center during manned launches.” 
 
A vintage photo of the Cape Royal Building, 1980 N. Atlantic Blvd. is below, on the left, from the 
web.  A more recent photo is on the right, of the Cape Royal Office Center. Some of the palm 
trees look the same! 
 

      
   
 
 

On page 5, “Center Employees, Groups Honored At Initial KSC Awards Ceremony”.  
Part of the article reads “The first annual Kennedy Space Center awards ceremony was 
held Friday at the Headquarters Building with some 26 civil service employees and six 
groups receiving official recognition during the ceremonies…”.  Awards were presented 
by Center Director, Dr. Kurt H. Debus. 
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“KENNEDY Space Center employees assembled in front of the Headquarters Building Friday 
for the first annual KSC Awards Ceremony.” 
 
 
And on page 6. 
 

 
 

The article states “Here to witness the Gemini 7 liftoff Saturday was one of Hollywood's 
most glamorous and most talented actresses. She watched the liftoff from the VIP area 
on Cape Kennedy, left, yet surprisingly few people recognized her. She wore a disguise 
of scarf, dark glasses and virtually no makeup. The star—none other than Shirley 
MacLaine. 
 
In an exclusive interview with the Spaceport News at the Gemini News Center Friday 
she told why she was here. "I've traveled around the world many times and this is the 
most exciting thing that I haven't seen before," Miss MacLaine said. "It's about time I 
saw things in my own country." This was her first time in this area and Gemini 7 was the 
first rocket flight she has witnessed. She was thrilled. "Why did I come? There's an old 
oriental saying the Japanese have," she explained. "Why do people climb Mt. Fuji? 
Because it's there. Why Why am I here? Because I wanted to see a launch." 
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“ALL THE DRAMA and excitement of a manned launch is clearly mirrored in the faces of, left to 
right, Mrs. Kurt H. Debus, wife of the KSC Director, Hollywood actress Shirley MacLaine… 
…and Mrs. Vincent G. Huston, wife of the Air Force Eastern Test Range Commander.” 
 
 
 

From The December 16, 1965, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, the lead article is “Sky Full Of Astronauts When Gemini 6 Joined 7”.   A 
portion of the article reads “One of the toughest obstacles in man's efforts to conquer 
space—-rendezvous of two objects in orbit—was successfully hurdled yesterday 
afternoon in spectacular fashion as Gemini 6 pilots Wally Schirra and Tom Stafford 
maneuvered their spacecraft within a few feet of their fellow astronauts, Frank Borman 
and James Lovell, in Gemini 7. The historic reunion came about six hours after Gemini 
6 was launched into space, on the third try, at 8:37 Wednesday morning, following a 
trouble-free countdown… 
 
…The launch of Schirra and Stafford yesterday resulted after a combined NASA-Air 
Force-industry team worked around the clock to ready the pad area, and checkout the 
Gemini 6 spacecraft and launch vehicle…”. 
 
 
On page 2, “Rescue Operation Reported”.  A portion of the article reads “During the 
Gemini 6 launch attempt on December 12, 1965, an Air Rescue Service helicopter, 
assigned to the recovery forces, developed engine trouble, apparently the result of a fire 
in the engine, and was forced to make an emergency landing in the Banana River. 
Within minutes, a helicopter occupied by Bill Horner of the KSC Security Office arrived 
on the scene…. 
 
As a result of this prompt action, an ambulance, fire fighting apparatus, and KSC  
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patrol vehicles were dispatched to the scene to render aid. The KSC boat used to patrol 
the Banana River north of the NASA Causeway during Gemini launches, piloted by 
patrolmen Owen Fike and Gerald McGinnis, immediately left its position at the 
Causeway and arrived on the scene some minutes later… …Shortly thereafter, the 
patrol boat transported part of the crew to shore bringing to a happy conclusion a rather 
unusual incident.” 
 
 
On page 4, “COUNTING DOWN WITH THE EDITOR”.  The article reads “With this issue 

Spaceport News celebrates its third anniversary as the Kennedy Space Center's 

employee publication. Since its initial issue on December 13, 1962, the paper has been 

made up and published at Kirstein Printers in Orlando. Employees there have often 

"gone the second mile" to meet challenging deadlines. When important launches fall on 

or near the publication date, the presses have been held until news was flashed on 

progress of the flight. 

From an initial run of 4,100 copies weekly, Spaceport News circulation has leaped, over 

the 36-month period, to 10,800 issues each Thursday. Copy is sent over to be set on 

linotype, and photos are sent to the Florida Engraving Company in the Orlando Sentinel 

Building. The type and finished photos are then made up, proof read, corrections set, 

and then sent to the pressmen for publication by early afternoon on Wednesdays. The 

papers are then delivered to the Kennedy Space Center Thursday mornings.”  

 

From The December 23, 1965, Spaceport News 

The headline is “Astronauts Rendezvous Again - At KSC”.  In part, the article states 

“Astronauts Wally Schirra, Tom Stafford, Frank Borman and James Lovell had a second 

rendezvous Sunday—this one on the ground at the Kennedy Space Center. The Gemini 

7 pilots — long distance champions of space flight — were greeted on the third floor of 

the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building by the Gemini 6 team. A few minutes 

earlier Borman and Lovell told the press at the Cape's skid strip, "we had a wonderful 

flight. It's good to be back." 

The Gemini 7 and 6 missions set a number of important records in the space program. 

Among the most notable were: first rendezvous in space; Gemini 7's two-week flight, 

proving man's ability to survive long duration missions in space…”. 

The caption for the photo on the following page is “"TELL the launch crew what a great 

job they did," Gemini 6 pilots Tom Stafford and Wally Schirra told NASA and Air Force 

officials upon their return to the Cape Friday. Left to right are, Stafford, KSC Director Dr. 

Kurt H. Debus, Schirra, G. Merritt Preston, Deputy KSC Director for Launch Operations, 

Colonel Otto Ledford, Commander, 6555th Aerospace Test Wing, Air Force Eastern 

Test Range, and Lt. Colonel John Albert, Gemini Launch Director, 6555th.” 
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On page 2. 

 

 

On page 5, “Move To Merritt Island Affected 8,000 In 1965”.  Part of the article reads 

“Consolidation keynoted the year 1965 at the Kennedy Space Center. Nearly 8,000 

NASA and contractor, employees moved to the Kennedy Space Center from scattered 

sites at Cape Kennedy and in Cocoa Beach… …Migration of Center employees began 

early in 1964, and will continue into 1967. By then a total of 17,222 civil service and 

contractor workers will have been relocated…”. 
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Also on page 5, “Huge Steel Weight Simulator To Checkout VAB Equipment”.  In part, 

the article reads “A unit built to simulate the weight of a Saturn V lunar launch vehicle 

first stage has been delivered to KSC for use in checking out handling equipment and 

procedures at Launch Complex 39. Center technicians will use the simulator to gain 

experience by moving and erecting the unit, which is nearly 140 feet long and weighs 

about 300,000 pounds. The simulator will be moved into the high bay area of the VAB 

where it will be used to checkout the overhead cranes that will handle Saturn V stages 

during future space flight preparations…”. 

 

 
This 300,000-pound unit, built to simulate the weight of a Saturn V first stage, has been 
delivered to KSC to checkout handling equipment the Vehicle Assembly Building.” 
 
 

 
 
Similar to the Apollo Simulator, the above photo, of the SLS Core Stage Pathfinder, was taken 
in the VAB last year, checking out ground processing hardware, including the VAB cranes, 
before processing actual flight hardware.  In this photo, Pathfinder is suspended by VAB 325 ton 
crane #2 on the far end and the VAB 175 ton crane on the near side of the photo.  Pathfinder is 
212 ft long and weighs approximately 230,000 lbs. 


