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1968 Spaceport News Summary 

 

Followup From the Last Spaceport News Summary 

Of note, the 1963, 1964 and 1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  Starting with 

the July 7, 1966, issue, the Spaceport News went to an every two week format.  The 

Spaceport News kept the two week format until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  

Spaceport Magazine superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014.  Spaceport 

Magazine was a monthly issue, until the last and final issue, Jan./Feb. 2020. 

The first issue of Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The two 1962 issues and 

the issues from 1996 forward are at this website, including the Spaceport Magazine. 

All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary. 

 

 

From The January 4, 1968, Spaceport News 

From page 1, “Gemini 9 a Big Attraction As Tourists Throng the VIC”.  A portion of the 

article reads “While it’s been more than a year and a half since the Gemini 9 spacecraft 

carried Astronauts Tom Stafford and Gene Cernan around the earth during their three-

day flight, this vestige of the highly successful Gemini program is still very much a part 

of the space age. 

The Gemini 9 currently is capturing the attention of thousands from its new birth in the 

Spaceport’s Visitors Information Center… …Gemini 9 went on display last October…”.  

 

 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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“GEMINI 9 spacecraft draws many viewers from among throngs in the Visitors Information 
Center.” 
 
The Gemini 9 spacecraft, also referred to as Apollo 9A, is currently on display at ‘Heroes and 
Legends’ at the KSC Visitor Complex; see the below photograph. 
 

 
 
If you are interested where many space artifacts are located A Field Guide to AMERICAN 
SPACECRAFT is a good website 

 
 
Also on page 1, the caption for the following photo is “MOBILE Launcher #3 sits astride 
Pad B of Launch Complex 39 as an aid in checking out the finishing touches to the pad. 
The pad’s flame deflector is in right foreground.” 
 
 
 
 

http://americanspacecraft.com/pages/aaindex/home1.html
http://americanspacecraft.com/pages/aaindex/home1.html
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On page 2, “Bus Driver Builds Own Models to Aid on Tours”.  In part, the article reads 
“TWA's Burt Prince is a "model" employee. As a NASA Tours escort, Prince uses 
models in his presentations--balsa wood models. "I've been an escort since the tours 
started last year", he explained, "and I began thinking of ways to help people better 
understand what they were seeing and hearing." For example, to bring the lunar mission 
into concrete terms, he built an Apollo spacecraft. It consists of a lunar module and the 
command/service module… 
 
…His VAB model is a cutaway showing such things as a crane hoisting a Saturn V 
second stage from the low bay and placing it atop the first stage in the high bay. This 
one took about 6 weeks to complete… …Prince worked with TWA in supply for two 
years at KSC. When the company became the NASA contractor to conduct the public 
bus tours, Prince became one of the original 36 escorts.” 
 

 
“TOUR driver Burt Prince builds models to help him explain to visitors exactly what they're 
seeing on their bus trips around KSC.” 
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On page 5, “Maior KSC Facilities Completed During 1967”.  In part, the article reads 

“Several major facilities at the Spaceport were completed during 1967. In the Industrial 

Area, additions were made to the Flight Crew Training Building, the Occupational Health 

Facility, the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building, and the Heating Plant. The interim 

Visitor Information Center was completed in July. The only major project still under 

construction in the Industrial Area is the addition to the Headquarters Building. 

At Complex 39, major construction projects included the press site, Pad B - the second 

pad of Complex 39 - the Propellant Laboratory Complex, and the resurfacing of two 

parking lots. High bay 2 in the Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) where the 

Apollo/Saturn V space vehicle is assembled, and firing room 3 in the Launch Control 

Center are being activated…”. 

 
 
From The January 18, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “Apollo 5 Set for Launch”.  Part of the article reads “The KSC launch 
team for the Apollo 5 mission was in the midst of the Countdown Demonstration Test 
(CDDT) at press time, aiming for a January 22 flight of an unmanned lunar module 
aboard a Saturn 1B… …The Apollo 5 mission’s primary objective is the launch and test 
of the lunar module in the program to man-rate it… …This will be the fourth flight of the 
Saturn 1B and the 15th vehicle in the Saturn series…”. 
 

      
“ENGINEERS and technicians mate lunar module to its Spacecraft LM Adapter (SLA), preparing 
it for final mating to Saturn 204 launch vehicle and the spacecraft’s maiden flight. Primary 
objective of the Apollo V mission is to verify that the LM is ready for manned operations in 
space.” 
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On page 8. 

 
 
 
 

From The January 31, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “VAB Roof Access Badges Now Needed”.  The article reads “Special 
badges are now needed to gain access to roof access of the Vehicle Assembly Building 
and the Launch Control Center.  The areas were placed off-limits effective January 2. 
Operations personnel requiring access to the roofs may secure badges from TWA 
Support Coordinator (867-5817) room 1P-12 of the LCC.”   
 
 
From page 5, “Dependents See Launch Close Up”.   Part of the article reads “Nearly 
2,000 persons who normally remain behind the scenes during space launches probably 
experienced their closest and most impressive view of a liftoff recently when they 
witnessed Apollo 5 from a "front seat" vantage point. Lining both sides of KSC's static 
Test Road, NASA and contractor dependents patiently sweated out the launch delay. 
But, according to those interviewed, it was well worth the wait. 
 
Paul Siebeneichen, Chief, KSC's Community Relations Branch, estimated that more 
than 600 vehicles belonging to dependents spanned the two-mile stretch of road which 
provided a direct line-of-sight to Complex 37…”. 
 

 
“DEPENDENTS LINE road to watch Apollo 5 launch from a good vantage point.” 
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Static Test Road is east of the KSC Industrial Area and on the west side of the Banana 
River.  The below, from Google Maps, shows Static Test Road with the red arrow, 
NASA Causeway with the green arrow and LC37 circled in blue. 
 

 
 
 
On page 8, “Pace Quickens As VAB Team Prepares 2 Saturn V Vehicles”.  Part of the 
article reads “The pace of activity is quickening at KSC as crews in the Vehicle 
Assembly Building simultaneously prepare two Apollo/Saturn V's for launch. Erection of 
the AS-502 space vehicle was completed in December, just a few weeks after the 
successful launch of AS-501 on November 9… …The third Apollo/Saturn V503-is being 
assembled in high bay 1 of the VAB…”. 
 
AS-501 is also known as Apollo 4, and likewise, Apollo 6 is AS-502 and Apollo 8 is AS-
503 (V503 above).  
    

 
 

From The February 15, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is, “Apollo 6 Rollout Beats Weather”.  In part, the article reads “…As the 
giant transporter carrying the 363-foot-tall Saturn V vehicle and the 446-foot-high mobile 
launcher began inching out of the VAB at 11:44 a.m., there were scattered clouds. At 
times, the sun was shining brightly… …The wind and rain hit about 1:30 p.m. and it was 
not long afterward that the transporter stopped. Communications between it and the 
Launch Control Center had been disrupted. The order was given to proceed after about 
two hours… …The transporter reached the foot of the pad about 6:10 p.m…. 
 
…When the transporter reached the top of the pad shortly after 7 p.m., the rains were 
gone, the winds were gentle and the stars were out. Test Supervisor Jim Harrington 
was in charge of the rollout…”. 
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On page 2, “Saturn V Mating Completed”.  A portion of the article reads “Mating of the 
third Saturn V's three stages has been completed in the High Bay 1 of the VAB… …Bill 
Rew, lead engineer of Boeing Company's Air Frame handling and Ordnance Group, 
Test Engineering and Operations Department, explained the operations. When the 
81.5-foot-highsecond stage is "stacked" atop the 138foot-tall first stage, he said, 
precision alignment on the 33-foot diameter circles is a key step in the eight-hour 
operation… 
 
…The second stage has a chemical charge called RDX which is placed in a line around 
the wall of the aft interstage 23 inches above the top of the first stage, he said. When 
the separation signal is received from the Instrument Unit, the separation charge cuts 
the metal and the eight retro rockets fire. This causes the first stage to decelerate and 
assume positive separation… 
 
… "The second and third stages also have retro motors to cause deceleration at 
separation," Rew said. A detonating fuse assembly called PETN is used to cut the 
second and third stages apart, he said…”.  
 
In the above, the “…third Saturn V…” is Apollo 8 (AS-503). 
 
The caption for the photo on the following page is “MATING OF the first and second 
stages of the Saturn V is achieved by 216 one-half inch fasteners around the 33-foot 
diameter circle. Stage separation is provided along the line 23 inches above the bottom 
of the second stage when a cutting charge is ignited some two and one-half minutes 
into the flight.” 
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Also on page 2, “What Is KSC's Most Impressive Feature”. 
 

  
 
 
On page 7, “Peg Hewitt Expert On "Calculating".  Part of the article reads “For the past 
25 years Peg has been an engineer calculating intricate data for the Grumman Aircraft 
Company. Presently she is chief of Grumman's Acceptance Checkout Equipment (ACE) 
engineering group at KSC. Her company is prime contractor for the Lunar Module 
(LM)… 
 
… Peg began work on flight testing early in her career and followed it into the LM 
program. "Hundreds of critical measurements are taken prior to and during flight," she 
said. "ACE provides engineers with a way to monitor those measurements… … The 
native of Goshen, Indiana said it is hard to overestimate the value of flight test 
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programs. "Consider that it takes thousands of tests to launch LM's now," Peg said. 
"This is to enable only two men to successfully launch one from the moon."… 
 
… She attended Bryn Mawr College and has taken graduate courses at Columbia, 
Brooklyn Polytech and Adelphi College.” 
 

 
 
 
And on page 8, the following photo, from one of the VAB 250-ton cranes, is a neat view, 
some 500 feet above floor level.  Just below the center of the photo, is what we believe 
to be a Saturn V 1st stage on the floor of the VAB, in the transfer aisle (thanks 
Armando!). 
 

 
“FISH EYE lenses give a strange View from high in the VAB where the 250-ton bridge cranes 
operate. The cranes are used to move about the three stages of the 363-foot-tall Saturn V and 
to ultimately stack them into one vehicle.” 
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From The February 29, 1968, Spaceport News 

 
On page 1, “Apollo 6 Readiness Test is Due”.  Part of the article reads “”Everything 
generally is going very well.” This is the way KSC Test Supervisor Jim Harrington 
summed up the progress toward the launch of Apollo 6, a Saturn V launch vehicle and 
unmanned Apollo spacecraft. At presstime the work schedule was about 3 days behind 
in preparation for a March 21 launch, but no serious problems have been encountered. 
Harrington said all major tests to date were successful, with preparations for the Flight 
Readiness Test (FRT) beginning today… 
 
…The 10-hour, earth orbital Apollo 6 mission includes a 5-1/2 minute burn of the 
rocket’s third stage engine, separation and flight of the Apollo spacecraft to 12,000 
nautical miles above the earth, followed by a high speed spacecraft re-entry into the 
earth’s atmosphere simulating lunar mission return flight maneuvers…”. 
 

 
 
 
On page 6, “Computers Great Aid In Supply”.  Interesting; 1968!  A portion of the article 
reads “Computers make the difference in the supply operations of Installation Support's 
Logistic Division. "There are some 54,000 different standard items in our inventory," 
said Logistic Chief George Harrington, "and records are maintained on computers in the 
CIF Building. "It is a real-time supply system and without computers, we wouldn't be 
able to manage the workload." In addition, the computers also are programmed to tell 
where to send incoming orders and where to locate items on hand. 
 
The computer automatically releases on arrival all back orders to cut down on the cost 
of handling at the warehouse. The workload is about 45,000 requisitions per month, 
representing more than 1.6 million units handled. "We fill about 90 per cent of the 
requisitions," Harrington said… …The distribution system includes a central warehouse 
complex, five sub stores, four sales stores and 10 tool cribs at KSC…”. 
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“LOGISTIC CHIEF George Harrington looks over computer input data from the supply operation 
of Installation Support with D. E. Mahoney, Chief of NASA's Supply Branch at KSC, and Lois 
Ramage, TWA control clerk.” 

 

 
 

From The March 14, 1968, Spaceport News  

 
On page 1, “Apollo 6 Flight Set March 28 Following Review”.  In part, the article reads 
“The Apollo 6 was declared ready for a March 28 launch date this week following a 
Flight Readiness Review. Two major operations are scheduled at KSC before the final 
countdown starts—servicing the spacecraft and third stage with hypergolic propellants 
and the Countdown Demonstration Test (CDDT)…”. 
 

 
“SATURN V READIED” 
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On page 3. 
 

 
“LOCATOR CENTER for North American Rockwell helps keep track of some 2,000 local 
employees so they can be contacted for information or assistance in the event of an emergency. 
Jim Willis, security representative for NAR, is in charge of the Locator Center. He is assisted by 
Flo Richey, left, and Alida Tyler, center. The center has logged 5,500 tracing calls in its nine 
months of operation at the Spaceport. 
 
 

On page 7. 
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From The March 28, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1. 
 

 
“A SURPRISE birthday celebration was held Saturday for Dr. Wernher bon Braun, Director of 
the Marshall Space Flight Center, as executives of NASA’s Apollo Contractor Organizations 
conferred at KSC with key officials of the Manned Space Flight Program. Shown left to right are 
Dr. George E. Mueller, Associate Administrator for Manned Spacecraft Center; Dr. Robert R. 
Gilbruth, Director of the Manned Spacecraft Center; von Braun and Dr. Kurt H. Debus, Director 
of KSC.” 

 
Wernher von Braun was born on March 23, 1912, in Wyrzysk, Poland so this would 
have been birthday number 56. 
 
  
On page 5. 
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On page 6, “Astronauts Receive MSC·KSC Simulator Training”.  A portion of the article 
reads “Astronauts get a detailed space flight training program before ever leaving the 
pad through the combined ASA efforts of the Manned Spacecraft Center (MSC) and 
KSC. At Kennedy Space Center, MSC provides the management and operational 
personnel and KSC provides the facility support. Astronauts use two Apollo command 
module and lunar module Simulators located in MSC's Flight Crew Training Building at 
KSC to perfect their flying techniques in all types of situations… 
 

 
“SHOWN ABOVE are two Apollo command module simulators and one lunar module simulator 
which are situated in the Flight Crew Training Building at KSC and are operated by MSC 
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personnel. They are used by astronauts in preparing for space flights. Each simulator consists 
of an instructors station, crew station, computer complex and optics, visual and support 
equipment.” 
 
The windows along the upper left of the above photo were a viewing area, part of the Visitor 
Complex tour stop in the day. 

 
  
On page 8, “KSC Chorus Will Sing On Easter”.  In part, the article states “When the sun 
rises at 6 o'clock in the morning on Easter Sunday, it will be greeted in full song by the 
KSC Chorus. The 45-member ensemble will provide the musical background for the 
sunrise Easter service to be held on the riverfront lawn of the Brevard Hotel in 
Rockledge… …This will be the first sunrise service in which the KSC Chorus has 
participated, according to its director, Arthur Benington…”. 
 
 
Also on page 8, under “COUNTING DOWN WITH THE EDITOR”.   A portion of the article 
reads “Complex 99, KARS newly opened recreational area, is impressive. A tour of the 
area revealed that it's not complete and needs Improvements in some areas. But still, 
it's impressive. The 230-acre rectangular tract has a beautiful natural setting. The grass 
is getting a good start and the landscape is dotted with live oak, palm, persimmon and 
pine trees… 
 
… The biggest things the area has going for it are the planning and progressive spirit of 
KARS leadership. The one big problem, as in most any venture, is money. As the 
money becomes available, a clubhouse and pavilion will be constructed. Also, more 
picnic and recreational facilities are planned. Six acres are presently being cleared to 
accommodate at least two, and hopefully more, softball fields…”. 
 

 
“A KARS SPONSORED group is shown playing shuffleboard on the two courts at the Complex 
99 recreational area.” 
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From the April 11, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Liftoff Portion Of Apollo Flight Goes As Planned”.  Part of the article reads 
“It followed the script. With those four words Rocco A. Petrone, Director of Launch 
Operations at KSC, described the countdown phase and on-time liftoff of last week’s 
Apollo mission… …the mission did run into problems in the boost phase of the flight… 
…The first difficulty in the mission arose at about 6:52 minutes into the flight when the 
number 2 engine on the second stage “S-II” shut down. Three seconds later the number 
3 engine also shut down prematurely. As a result of this shutdown, the third stage was 
called upon to burn some 29 seconds longer than planned… 
 
…Later in the mission the third stage failed to ignite for the planned second burn… …In 
further discussion of problems encountered on Apollo 6, Dr. Mueller said, "We will be 
examining the data from the mission over the next several weeks. We...(will 
then)...make a decision as to whether or not Saturn 503 will be flown as an unmanned 
test vehicle." 
 
  
 
 

From The April 25, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Gen. Phillips Urges Manned AS-503 Flight”.  A portion of the article reads 
“Following an analysis of problems encountered during the Apollo 6 mission, Maj. Gen. 
Samuel Phillips, Apollo Program Director, said this week he had recommended that the 
third Saturn V flight (AS-503) be manned… …The launch team at the Kennedy Space 
Center was making preparations for demating the second stage should the decision be 
made to fly the vehicle manned. 
 
 If AS-503 is to be manned, it will be necessary to return the S-II stage to NASA's 
Mississippi Test Facility for additional testing prior to flight… …Phillips said that 
changes have been initiated to reduce vibrations in the launch vehicle emanating from 
the F-1 engines on the first stage. He said the changes were minor and could be 
accomplished readily… 
 
…Saturn V officials from the Marshall Space Flight Center said that the engine 
shutdown on the S-II second stage came as a result of an error in wiring between the 
number two and three engines, not from mechanical problems affecting the number two 
engine. George Hage, Deputy Director of the Apollo program, said the basic causes of 
the engine malfunctions on the S-II stages and on the S-IVB third stage were 
identical…”. 
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On page 4, “Car Inspections Begin in June”.  The article reads “KSC employees are 
reminded that the new Florida automobile inspection laws take effect in June. All 
registered vehicles must be inspected during the June through October period, and the 
driver must present a vehicle registration or title at the time. The last digit on the owner's 
1968-69 license plate will determine the month. If it is a 4 or 5 report in June, 6 or 7 in 
July, 8 or 9 in August, 0 or 1 in September and 2 or 3 in October. The items to be 
inspected are brakes, lights, horn, steering mechanism, windshield wipers, directional 
signals and tires.” 
 
Vehicle inspections in Florida ended in 2000.  A majority of states currently require 
some type of periodic inspection.  Wikipedia has a good read on the subject.  
 
 
 

 

From The May 9, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Launch Teams Preparing For 2 Manned Missions”. A portion of the article 
reads “The KSC Apollo/Saturn V launch team has started preparations for a manned 
flight on the giant rocket following the go-ahead signal from NASA Administrator James 
Webb. The Administrator’s announcement was made April 27 and the next day the 
instrument and third stage were demated from the first and second stages in the VAB. 
The following day, the second stage was removed from the VAB high bay.  It was 
loaded on the barge Orion for the trip back to the Mississippi Test Facility where it will 
undergo cryogenic proof testing to bring it to a man-rated configuration. The third stage 
was placed in a test cell in the VAB wher corrective action will be taken to insure the 
restart capability of its single J-2 engine… …Any corrective action necessary on the 7.5 
million-pound-thrust first stage will be conducted in the high bay of the VAB… 
 
…Meanwhile on Complex 34 at Cape Kennedy, the Saturn 1B launch team is making 
preparations for a manned Apollo flight in the third quarter of this year.  The booster and 
second stage are going through checkout on the launch pad. The instrument unit and 
forward skirt of the second stage were demated recently to check for possible damage 
due to a small amount of nitrogen tetroxide spill during some fueling tests. The Apollo 
spacecraft for the Saturn IB flight is scheduled to arrive at KSC about the middle of the 
month. It will be taken to the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building for tests and 
checkout before mating with the rocket.  The astronaut crew for the Saturn 1B mission 
will be Wally Shirra, Donn Eisele and Walt Cunningham.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle_inspection_in_the_United_States
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On page 5. 
 

 
“NASA SECRETARY Pam Stephenson, left, is having her blood pressure checked by Mrs. 
Lorene Hower, registered nurse with TWA's Occupational Health Services unit in the new East 
Wing of the Headquarters Building.” 
 
 

From page 7, “KSC Buying New Lights For LC-39”.  The article reads “KSC is 
purchasing a hi-intensity lighting system to illuminate the Apollo/SaturnV spacevehicle 
while it is on the pad. Walt Parsons, Electrical and Electronic Manager in Design 
Engineering, said plans call for the number 40 Xenon light sources designed to satisfy 
requirements for night tanking and photography, and, if ever required, for night 
launches. 
 
Until the new lights are delivered, the present aggregate lighting system on loan from 
the Eastern Test Range will be used…”. 
 

On page 8. 
 

 
“LITTERING is becoming a problem on the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge, KSC, reports 
Curtis Wilson, Manager of the refuge for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. He said that if the 
situation doesn't improve, some areas open to the: public may have to be closed.” 
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From The May 23, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
In this issue, on page 5, “2 Altitude Chambers Readied To Simulate Space For Apollo”.  
In part, the article reads “Two altitude altitude chambers in the MSO Building at KSC are 
being readied to simulate the vacuum of space in order to test the Apollo spacecraft 
before its first maned flight. Russell P Lloyd, Altitude Chamber Systems Manager, said 
the Altitude Simulation System contains two chambers, each 55 feet tall, 33 feet in 
diameter and containing 58,000 cubic feet… …The chambers are designed to simulate 
an altitude of 250,000 feet… …One chamber will be utilized for the command-service 
modules linked together and the other for the lunar module…”. 
 

 
 “RUSSELL P. LLOYD” 

 
     “ALTITUDE CHAMBER IN MSO BUILDING” 
 
 
Also on page 5, “KARS Golf Tournament Planned At Rocket City”.  The article reads “The 
KARS golf tournament will be held June 8 or 9 at the Rocket City Country Club. There will be 
two flights and the Callaway Handicapping System will be used. The tournament is limited to 
300 participants. The entry fee is $5 and $800 in awards will be given away. For entry and 
assignment of tee off time, phone 853-7691.” 
 
Rocket City Country Club is now Wedgefield Golf Club, off Highway 520, between the Space 
Center and Orlando.   
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From The June 6, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “ASTRONAUTS URGE TEAM SPACECRAFT EFFORT”.  Part of the 
article reads “Astronauts Wally Schirra and Walt Cunningham called for a united effort 
at KSC to put the finishing touches on Spacecraft 101 before it carries a 3-man crew on 
a 10-day earth-orbital mission this fall… …Schirra will command the spacecraft and 
Cunningham and Donn Eisele will serve as pilots…  
 
…The spacecraft has undergone extensive modifications since the Apollo 204 accident 
and will undergo about 90-100 days of additional tests and checkout after arrival here… 
…The main features of the modification work include a complete job of fireproofing the 
interior of the cabin and a quick release hatch. A crewman can open the new hatch in 
three seconds in the event of an emergency… …The altitude chamber runs for the 
Apollo 7 spacecraft will be about half those of the Apollo 4 spacecraft. This is due to the 
availability now of the Apollo Mission Simulators, a training aid that was not available to 
the Apollo 204 crew…”. 
 
 

 
“ASTRONAUT Wally Schirra is addressing NASA and contractor personnel in the Training 
Auditorium shortly after the arrival of Spacecraft 101 at KSC. Other speakers at the meeting, 
seated left to right, were Walter Kapryan, Deputy Director of Launch Operations; Buz Hello, 
North American Rockwell Space Division-Launch Operations General Manager; and Astronaut 
Walt Cunningham.” 

 
 
On page 5, “Learning to Fly Natural Step for KSC's Jeanne Johnson”.  In part, the article 
reads “For Jeanne Johnson, learning to fly seems like the natural thing to do. She got 
the background for flying during the 15 years her father managed an airport in 
Minnesota. Employed in the Planning and Programming Section of the telemetry 
Branch, Information Systems, Jeanne started taking lessons in March at Tico Airport 
after joining the Moonport Aero Club. She flew solo after seven hours and just 
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completed her first dual cross-country flight to Orlando, Daytona and back to Tico. She 
wants to qualify for a pilot's license by the end of the summer…”. 
 

 
    “JEANNE JOHNSON” 
 

 
On page 7, “Lunar Flying, Roving Vehicles Are Under Study”.  This is pretty neat!  Part 
of the article reads “When astronauts land on the moon they may have a choice of flying 
or riding in their travels over the lunar surface. A lunar flying unit and a lunar roving 
vehicle are currently under consideration by the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. The flying unit is attractive because of its light weight, about 180 
pounds. Two of these could be carried on each extended lunar module mission. They 
would use leftover fuel from the lunar module and would be able to make three trips of 
three miles or more. The roving vehicle would weigh about 500 pounds and would be 
able to travel 35 miles during a three-day mission….”. 
 
I found this article explaining the lunar flying vehicle, even including a photo of Eugene 
Shoemaker with the Bell Aerospace rocket belt strapped on.  The lunar rover, used for 
Apollo 15, 16 and 17, was chosen over the lunar flying vehicle.   
 
 
 
 

From the June 20, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “KSC News Operations Consolidated At Center”.  In part, the article reads 
“NASA news operations a KSC have been consolidated with the opening of the News 
Center on Avenue E in the Industrial Center. The news office is located in the former 
Parachute Building which was no longer needed for mission requirements. With the 
opening of the News Center, the KSC Public Information Office in the Cape Royal Office 
Building at Cocoa Beach was closed. Also vacating the Cape Royal offices was the 

https://astronomy.com/news/2019/05/apollo-astronauts-almost-got-to-fly-lunar-jetpacks
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KSC Community Relations Branch. It moved into room 1411 of the Headquarters 
Building…”. 
 
The Parachute Building was the Parachute Refurbishment Facility in the Shuttle day, 
used to refurbish the SRB recovery parachutes.  The building was demolished several 
years ago.  NASA news operations are now located at the LC39 Press Site. 
 
 
On page 5, “3 Mobile Launchers In VAB for First Time”.  In part, the article reads “KSC 
work crews recently rolled out a half-mile "plywood carpet" to help a transporter carry 
the new Mobile Launcher 3 over a soggy stretch of unpaved roadway to the VAB for the 
first occupancy in High Bay 2. It joins Mobile Launcher 1 in High Bay 1 and Mobile 
Launcher 2 in High Bay 3. Apollo/Saturn 505 will be assembled on Mobile Launcher 3 
and 504 will be mated on Mobile Launcher 2. Currently, AS/503 is being readied for 
flight on Mobile Launcher 1. 
 
AS-503 was Apollo 8, AS-504 was Apollo 9 and AS-505 was Apollo 10. 
 
 
On page 8. 
 

 
 
Part of the editorial reads “Plans are underway at KSC for land improvements in abort 
spacecraft landing zones at Pads A and B at Launch Complex 39 and at Complex 34 to 
provide maximum safety for astronauts shortly after liftoff… …A suitable land impact 
area might be needed should a malfunction occur within 40 seconds after liftoff when 
certain wind conditions would result in a ground landing… …If a fairly strong easterly 
wind prevailed, the parachute and command module would be blown back over land 
before impact. After 40 seconds under any launch conditions, the command module 
would land in water… 
 
…The following items of work are to be accomplished at the complexes: -All permanent 
buildings, sheds and other man-made objects within the specified area with the 
exception of items necessary for launch operations must be removed. -All heavy 
vegetation such as trees, stumps, and similar objects which could severely damage the 
spacecraft must be removed. However, as a result of drop tests with a command 
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module boilerplate, small palmettos will be left in place because they cushion the 
impact. -All embankments and slopes where possible will be regraded to slopes not in 
excess of 15 per cent. -All areas that were cleared will be replanted with a suitable 
ground cover that will reduce the spacecraft impact…”. 
 
 
 
 

From The July 4, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 4, “MILLIONTH KSC VISITOR RECORDED”.  In part, the article reads “Glenn 
Eady of Jonesboro, Arkansas was a very special visitor to KSC. As he stepped up to the 
ticket counter shortly before 2 p.m. Monday, he represented the millionth patron to take 
the public bus tour of the Spaceport. That started the shower of publicity and gifts for 
Glenn, his wife Shirley, and their two children. Glenn Jr., 12 and Torya, 11… 
 
… Rocco A. Petrone, Director of Launch Operations at KSC, presented Glenn with an 
Apollo/ Saturn V launch photograph autographed by KSC Director Dr. Kurt H. Debus at 
the Visitors Information Center Tuesday. Trans World Airlines, which operates the 
Spaceport tours for KSC, presented a clock and a travel kit to the family. The city of 
Titusville was the host for a program of dining dancing, sightseeing, fishing and other 
activities, as well as motel and living expenses. The Mayor of Titusville, Wendell Sease, 
presented the family with the keys to the city. The children received rocket models from 
KSC and rocket model kits from TWA…”. 
 

 
“THE MILLIONTH VISITOR to take the KSC public bus tour was Glenn Eady, left, of Jonesboro, 
Arkansas.  With him are his wife, Shirley, son Glenn Jr., and daughter Torya, 11…”.  
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From The August 1, 1968, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Two Manned Altitude Runs Are Completed”.  In part, this article reads “The 

prime and backup crews for Apollo 7 have successfully completed altitude runs in the 

MSO Building which are required to qualify the spacecraft for manned flight later this 

year. During the first run last Friday, the prime crew of Walter Schirra, Donn Eisele, and 

Walter Cunningham spent more than nine hours in the spacecraft, most of the time at a 

simulated altitude of 226,000 feet… …On Monday, the backup crew of Tom Stafford, 

John Young and Gene Cernan spent some eight hours in the spacecraft at above 

200,000 feet altitude… in the 60/40 environment, used for ground testing. 

“The major purpose of the tests is to prove out all spacecraft systems under altitude 

conditions," said Schirra, commander for the first manned Apollo flight. "The spacecraft, 

the test team and we, the crew, had a good run."… …The veteran astronaut said "our 

confidence in the spacecraft was so high that we were able to vent the cabin and 

remain for several hours at high altitude in our pressurized suits, relying solely on the 

spacecraft systems for support."… 

 

 
“ASTRONAUT Walter Schirra enters the Apollo 7 command module for the first of two altitude 
runs required to verify that the spacecraft was ready for manned flight. Accompanying Schirra 
were Donn Eisele and Walter Cunningham.” 
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From The August 15, 1968, Spaceport News 

On the first page, “Apollo 7 Mated, Final Series of Tests Slated”.  Part of the article 

reads “The Apollo 7 spacecraft, after undergoing test and checkout in the Manned 

Spacecraft Operations Building, made the journey to Launch Complex 34 the end of last 

week… …The spacecraft began the journey to LC-34  in the early hours Friday. At 2 

a.m. it moved through the large leaf-type door of the MSOB high bay…”. 

          
On the left, Apollo 7 command and service module is erected at LC34 and on the right, Wally 
Schirra, Commander of Apollo 7, leaves the astronaut van on his way to the Flight Crew 
Training Building. 
 
 

On page 5, “LC·39 To Get New Source For Gaseous Nitrogen Supply”.  A portion of the 

article reads “A Texas gas firm will provide facilities and a continuous supply of gaseous 

nitrogen to Launch Complex 39… …Guy Thomas, Chief of the Propellants and 

Ordnance Branch, Support Operations, said gaseous nitrogen is used primarily to purge 

tanks, to place interstages in an inert condition by forcing out the oxygen, and to 

activate the many pneumatic controlled valves on the Saturn V. 

Presently, this extremely cold nitrogen is brought in by truck in a liquid form to a 

500,000 gallon storage tank, from where it is piped into the Converter Compressor 

Facility (CCF) east of the VAB for conversion to a gaseous form. The Big Three 

Industrial Gas and Equipment Company, Houston, will provide high and low pressure 

gaseous nitrogen at a cost of 69.9 cents per 1,000 standard cubic feet. To deliver the 

gas, the firm will soon lay a pipeline from the plant and storage facility immediately 

outside of Gate 2 on Merritt Island, along the west side of the Kennedy Parkway and 

around the north side of the VAB to the junction at the CCF…”. 
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“A 700,000-GALLON nitrogen tank is part of a plant situated just outside Gate 2 that will provide 
gaseous nitrogen to Launch Complex 39 at a savings compared with the present supply 
method. 
 

As mentioned in the article, there was a 500,000 gallon nitrogen storage tank at the 

CCF on Center in the day.  It was demolished quite a few years back.  Big Three was 

acquired by Air Liquide in 1986.  A current day Google Maps street view of the facility, 

just off N. Courtenay Parkway, is below. 
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On page 6. 

 
“THE KSC CHORUS, under the direction of Arthur Bennington, is rehearsing from 4:45 to 6:15 
p.m. each Monday in preparation for fall concerts. NASA and contractor personnel are invited to 
join the chorus.” 

 

From The August 29, 1968, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Apollo 8 to Fly Mission Without Lunar Module 3”.  A part of the article reads 

“Apollo Program Director Samuel Phillips has announced that Lunar Module 3 (LM 3) 

will not fly aboard Apollo 8 but has been rescheduled for Apollo 9. Also, astronaut crews 

were reassigned due to the change. Phillips said Apollo 8 would be flown only with the 

command and service modules to enable us to… …work out the problems that are 

currently delaying the checkout of LM 3… …The Apollo 8 mission is now scheduled in 

December... 

…The crew assignments for Apollo 8 and Apollo 9 were switched because of the work 

and training that has already gone into preparing to fly LM 3. The prime crew of 

Commander James A. McDivitt, Command Module Pilot David R. Scott and Lunar 

Module Pilot Russell L. Schweickart… …will follow LM 3 to the Apollo 9 mission. Making 

the transfer to the Apollo 8 mission will be Commander Frank Borman, Command 

Module Pilot James A. Lovell, and Lunar Module Pilot William A. Anders of the prime 

crew…”. 

Originally scheduled as an earth orbit mission, Apollo 8 was changed to the famous 

moon orbit mission.  Wikipedia and other sites have a good read on the subject.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_8
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Also on page 1. 

 
“FIRST MAN to ride the trolley down the slide wire from Launch Complex 34 was Jim Regusa, 
engineer in the Launch Facilities Division of Support Operations. The slidewire was designed for 
emergency egress from the 220-foot level of the launch tower. Further tests are required before 
the system is declared operational.” 
 
Among other changes, the slidewire emergency egress system was added to LC34 after the 
Apollo 1 fire. 
 
 

One more thing on page 1. 
 

 
“ARTIST BRYAN HUNT, 21, presents one of his originals to KSC Director Dr. Kurt H. Debus. 
Hunt, who worked as a draftsman for Bendix this summer, will study art in Los Angeles this fall. 
The painting will be hung in the VIC.” 
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On page 6. 
 

 
“A NEW EATING area in the new west wing addition, third floor, Headquarters Building has 

been opened to help accommodate the additional employees that have moved into the building. 

The facilities will be operated by members of the Florida Council for the Blind. The decision to 

place another eating area in the building was made after a study revealed that the present 

facilities were inadequate for the number of people to be served. The area was designed 

especially for operation by the council.” 

This area served many customers over the years! 

 

 

From The September 12, 1968, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “LC-34 Slide Wire in Man Rated”.  A portion of the article reads “After five 

consecutive manned runs, the 1,200-foot-long slide wire from the 215-foot level of 

Launch Complex 34 has been declared man rated. The slide wire was designed as the 

last means of escape for the astronauts and close out crews should an emergency 

occur that would shut off other escape routes, such as high speed elevators. 

The runs by five men followed a test by five dummies… …In the man-rating test, 

Charles Billings, KSC Safety Office, came down first, followed by Elmer Brooks, Pan 

American Pad Rescue team leader; Astronaut Ronald Evans; John Schrefer, Pan 

American Safety Representative; and Everett Crouse, Pan American Manager of 

Launch Complexes.” 
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On page 5. 

 
“READY FOR ACTION the three Apollo 7 Astronauts happily pose for photographers after 
successfully completing emergency egress test from the spacecraft and a trip down the slide 
wire from the 36-foot training tower. From right are Commander Walter M. Schirra, Command 
Module Pilot Donn Eisele and Lunar Module Pilot Walter Cunningham.” 
 
 
 

 

From The September 26, 1968, Spaceport News 

From page 1, “Webb to Retire October 7, Paine Named Successor”.  A portion of the 

article reads “James E. Webb, who played a big role in developing KSC into the world’s 

foremost launch Center, plans to retire as NASA Administrator October 7. Dr. Kurt H. 

Debus, KSC Director, said: “I regret Mr. Webb’s resignation from the leadership of the 

national space program… …He has been our Administrator for more than seven years 

which covered the period of NASA’s greatest expansion… 

…Dr. Thomas O. Paine, NASA Deputy Administrator for the past six months, has been 

appointed Acting Administrator by President Johnson effective October 7… …Before 

joining NASA, Paine had been manager of TEMPO, the GE Center for Advanced 

Studies, since 1963… …Paine was graduated from Brown University in 1942 with a 

B.S. degree in Engineering… …After serving in the U.S. Navy in World War II, Pacific 

area, he attended Stanford University, receiving a M.S. degree in 1947 and Ph. D. in 

1949 in Physical Metallurgy…”. 
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Also on page 1, “Apollo 7 CDDT Complete, Final Test Begins”.  In part, the article reads 

“The Apollo 7 Countdown Demonstration Test (CDDT) was successfully completed 

early last week... …Following the CDDT, Schirra, the oldest of the active astronauts and 

a veteran of the Mercury and Gemini programs, said the Apollo 7 mission will be his last 

space flight… 

…The last major test of the space vehicle is now underway, known as Flight Readiness 

Test (FRT), this is the final verification of the space vehicle systems prior to the launch 

countdown…”. 

 
“DR. KURT H. DEBUS, GEORGE LOW, ROCCO PETRONE” 
 
 
 

 

From The October 10, 1968, Spaceport News  

On page 1, “KSC Team, Crews Ready for First Manned Apollo Launch”.  Part of the 

article reads “When the final countdown for Apollo 7 picks up today, a highly trained 

team of professionals will be ready to conduct the first manned Apollo launch. “Just as 

the astronauts are ready to fly, we are ready to get them there,” said Launch Operations 
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Manager Paul Donnelly… …Donnelly, working beside Launch Director Rocco Petrone, 

will supervise the efforts of some 250 engineers and technicians in the blockhouse firing 

room at Launch Complex 34 as well as a spacecraft team of 50 operating from the ACE 

Control Room in KSC’s Manned Spacecraft Operations Building… 

…Key members of the launch team include Test Supervisor Don Phillips, Launch 

Vehicle Test Conductor Norm Carlson and Spacecraft Test Conductor Skip Chauvin… 

…After the final countdown is picked up, some of the major highlights include: Service 

structure removal at T-6 hours 50 minutes; vehicle propellant loading starting when the 

count is resumed after the T-6 hour hold; astronauts board the spacecraft at T-2 hours 

25 minutes; clear the pad at T-40 minutes; retract Apollo Access Arm at T-33 min; 

automatic sequence start at T-2 minutes 43 seconds…”. 

 
         APOLLO 7 

 

 

From The October 24, 1968, Spaceport News 

The headline is “Apollo 7 Countdown, Launch Go without Hitch, Crew Returns after 

Highly Successful Mission”.   A portion of the article reads “Apollo 7, described by 

Commander Walter Schirra as a “magnificent flying machine,” completed a highly 

successful prescribed mission of 10.8 days October 22. Splashdown came in a squally 

Atlantic at 7:11 a.m., less than 30 seconds off the prescribed time… …The prime 

recovery ship “Essex” dispatched helicopters to the splashdown area, some 7.5 miles 

away, and brought the bearded trio onboard for a medical debriefing… 

…Samuel C. Phillips, Director of NASA’s Apollo Program Office, said “Apollo 7 goes in 

my book as a perfect mission…” …Phillips said there is much work to be done before 
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deciding whether or not to make Apollo 8 a lunar orbit mission but believes “we can 

make the decision by about the middle of November…”. 

 
“DIRECTOR OF MSC Flight Crew Operations, Donald K. Slayton, right, chats with Eisele, 
Schirra and Cunningham prior to suiting up.” 
 

 
         “BACK FROM SPACE” 

 

On page 5, “Apollo 8 Rollout Smooth, Mission Decision Awaited”.  Part of the article 

states “The Apollo 8 space vehicle was rolled out from the VAB to. Pad A at Launch 

Complex 39 October 10 without a hitch in preparation for what could be a lunar orbit 

mission in late December. The final decision on a mission profile for the flight will come 

after data from the successful Apollo 7 earth-orbital mission has been thoroughly 

studied… …While on the pad, the space vehicle must successfully undergo a series of 

tests before qualifying for launch. Some of these major tests are the overall plugs in and 

plugs out tests, the flight readiness test and the countdown demonstration test…”. 
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“APOLLO 8 COMMANDER Frank Borman, Command Module Pilot James Lovell and Lunar 
Module Pilot William Anders were on hand to view the rollout of the Apollo/Saturn 503 space 
vehicle.” 
 
 
On page 7. 
 

 
“PAD LEADER Guenter Wendt for North American Rockwell has been a member of every 
spacecraft close-out crew from the launch of the monkey Ham through Apollo 7. It was the third 
time that Wendt served in the white room with Walter Schirra, who has now flown in the 
Mercury, Gemini and Apollo programs. In addition to his work, Wendt make~ tapes for Radio 
Free Europe, the Voice of America and for German radio and TV stations, many of which are 
heard behind the iron curtain.” 
 
Wikipedia has a good read about Guenter as well as collectSPACE, and other sites. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCnter_Wendt
http://www.collectspace.com/padleader/biography.html
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From the November 7, 1968, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “2 Apollo Launches in Work Here”.  In part, the article reads “The manned 

launch effort KSC is now focused on Launch Complex 39 where work on two 

Apollo/Saturn V space vehicles is progressing well toward flights in December and the 

first quarter of 1969. Apollo 8 will mark the first manned launch from LC-39. A decision 

is expected shortly on whether it will be an earth orbital or lunar flight… 

…Apollo 9, scheduled as the first space vehicle to fly all three spacecraft modules, will 

demonstrate the rendezvous and docking techniques in earth orbit that will be required 

for a successful lunar landing mission… …The Saturn V rocket for Apollo 9 has 

completed guidance and control checks in the VAB, followed by a propellant dispersion 

test and malfunction overall test…”. 

 

Also on page 1, “KSC’s Open House Observing NASA’s 10th Year Big Success”.  Part 

of the article states “KSC’s Open House, held in commemoration of NASA’s Tenth 

Anniversary, was a record-breaking event and an outstanding success. Traveling in 

about 16,666 automobiles, some 71,664 KSC and contractor employees and contractor 

employees and their families got a first-hand view October 26 of the facilities that will 

soon launch three astronauts to the moon… …Visitors also were able to see several 

space vehicles being readied for launch, including Apollo 8 on Pad A, Complex 39; AS-

504 in the VAB; two Deltas at Complex 17 and two Atlas-Centaurs at Complex 36…”. 

         
“CROWDS THRONG TO VEHICLE ASSEMBLY BUILDING” on the left and “TALL DADDY 
EXPLAINS TALL SATURN V MODEL” on the right. 
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And on page 8, this is interesting! 
 

  
 
 
 
 

From The November 21, 1968, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “KSC Will Launch Apollo 8 December 21 for Moon Orbit”.  In part, the article 
reads “Dr. Thomas Paine, NASAActing Administrator, has announced that the Apollo 8 
crew will be launched from KSC December 21 on its "most advanced mission, the orbit 
around the moon." Paine said that the crew, Frank Borman, James Lovell and William 
Anders, and "all of our engineers are unanimously in favor of selecting this mission… 
…The backup crewmen are Astronauts Neil Armstrong, Edwin Aldrin and Fred Haise… 
 
…By launching December 21st, there will be daylight in the KSC launch area and 
Pacific recovery area, as well as the right kind of photographic and observation light on 
the surface of the moon. If the flight goes as planned, the outbound trip will take about 
three days, 10 orbits around the Moon will require about a day and the return trip will be 
a little faster than the one going, amounting to about a 6.4 day total journey… 
 
…The Flight Readiness Test, the last major electrical test prior to launch was 
successfully completed Tuesday, with the prime crew aboard for the last portion. 
Preparations are now underway for the Countdown Demonstration Test (CDDT), a 
dress rehearsal for the countdown to launch. The CDDT will be handled just as in the 
Apollo 6 unmanned flight, with a wet (fueled) portion going down to T -0 with no 
astronauts aboard… 
 
…Apollo Program Director Sam Phillips summed up the purpose of the mission, saying: 
"We are able, by going into lunar orbit, to make an early flight demonstration of the 
design mission of the Saturn V and of the Apollo command and service module 
spacecraft and to understand the operation of the spacecraft in the thermal environment 
of the translunar space in the environment surrounding the moon, to assess our 
communications capability and very importantly to evaluate and work on our navigation 
capability." 



Page 37 
 

On page 4, “Stafford,Young, Cernan Named For Apollo 10“.  In part, the article reads 
“Astronauts Thomas Stafford, John Young and Eugene Cernan, who just completed a 
stint as backup crew for Apollo 7, have been named prime crewmen for Apollo 10, the 
first manned lunar orbit mission involving a lunar module. The backup crew consists of 
Astronauts Gordon Cooper, Donn Eisele and Edgar D. Mitchell. Flight crew support 
team members are Astronauts Joe H. Engle, James B. Irwin and Charles M. Duke, Jr. 
Apollo 10 will be launched in the second quarter of 1969 by a Saturn V into low earth 
orbit. If all goes well, the third stage of the Saturn V will be reignited at the end of the 
second or third orbit to place the space vehicle on a trajectory to the Moon…”. 
 
 
On page 6. 
 

 
 
“…PIANIST NEEDED KARS Space Center Chorus needs an assistant pianist and more 
vocalists. Rehearsals are held each Monday and Thursday at 4:30 p.m. in the Training 
Auditorium…”. 
 
  

 

From The December 5, 1968, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “KSC Personnel Receive NASA Awards for Roles in Apollo”.  Part of the 

article reads “With the wife of the President of the United States looking on, NASA’s 

Acting Administrator, Thomas O. Paine, recently presented awards at KSC for 

outstanding contributions to the Apollo Program made by several key figures and 

groups at the Spaceport. The presentation was one of the highlights of the November 

23 visit to the Space Center by Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, the First Lady, and her 

daughter, Mrs. Lynda T. Robb… …Mrs. Johnson heard Mr. Paine speak to a large 

group of contractor and KSC employees, gathered in the Vehicle Assembly Building… 

…Mr. Paine made the following presentations: Apollo 7 Saturn 1B Launch 

Operations Team; Complex 39 Site Activation Team; Albert F. Siepert, Deputy 

Director, Center Management; Rocco A. Petrone, Director of Launch Operations; 

Donald D. Buchanan, Launch Complex 39 Engineering Manager, Design 

Engineering; Isom A. Rigell, Chief Engineer, Launch Vehicle Operations…”. 
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“MRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON, left, and her daughter, Mrs. Lynda Robb, are escorted by Dr. 
Kurt H. Debus, KSC Director, during visit to the Spaceport. The First Lady saw NASA awards 
given to KSC personnel.” 
 

 
“ROCCO A. PETRONE, KSC Director of Launch Operatiom---.J receives NASA Exceptional 
Service Medal for direction of the Apollo 7 launch team from Dr. Thomas Paine, left, Acting 
Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.” 

 

On page 3, “Fiberglass Golf Cart Replaces Dolly For Transporting Astronauts In MSO”.  

In part, the article states “A modified fiberglass golf cart has replaced a hand - operated 

dolly for transporting astronauts from their suiting room to altitude chambers in the MSO 

Building. Transportation is required because the 400-foot-long walk in 60-pound 

spacesuits would cause the astronauts to expend too much energy before they reached 

the chamber. 

The prime crew for Apollo 9, AstronautsJames McDivitt, Russell Schweickart and David 

Scott, initiated the new taxi service recently enroute to a simulated altitude chamber run 

in Spacecraft 104… …TWA Driver Marvin Whiteside reported that the horn was taped 

after one of the astronauts attempted to sound it in the hallway. TWA Mechanics 

Charles Walker, Jack Barry and Bill Bireley are keeping the hand-operated dolly on 

hand just in case there is a malfunction in the cart .” 
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“ELECTRIC CART transports the Apollo 9 prime crew along hallway of MSO Building enroute to 
a simulated altitude chamber run. In front are Commander James McDivitt and TWA Driver 
Marvin Whiteside and in rear are David Scott, Command Module Pilot, and Russell Schweickart, 
Lunar Module Pilot. McDivitt's request for horn on his side was turned down.” 

 

On page 5, “Huge Bay Doors in VAB Provide Ingress, Egress And Ventilation”.  A 

portion of the article reads “When the huge bay doors at the Vehicle Assembly Building 

are open, one can be sure there's a good reason for it. Openings are undertaken only 

upon request from NASA or contractor personnel for work or to get proper climatic 

conditions in the building, said Edward W. Rendle, Bendix foreman who supervises the 

door operators… 

… Each high bay door is composed of vertical and horizontal moving panels, he said. 

The seven vertical lift panels at the top of the door are driven by an electro-mechanical 

system in the Motor Control Center located above each door at the 41st level of the 

building… …The drive system for each bottom or horizontal door is located in the panel 

and is activated by a button on the door. There are four panels in each horizontal 

door…  

… Four men are required to open the vertical panels, two electricians and two 

mechanics. One electrician operates the control board and another, along with the two 

mechanics, observes the operation so that they may detect any malfunctionthat may 

develop and correct it. One man can operate the horizontal doors, moving one panel at 

a time. However, two men usually handle the operation… …The time required to open 

or close all vertical and horizontal panels of one door is about two hours. One vertical 

panel can be opened by the team in about 30 minutes… 
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…Each vertical panel is 71 feet wide and 48 feet high and weighs between 30 and 40 

tons. Each horizontal door is 114 feet high and 38 feet wide and weighs between 60 

and 70 tons…”. 

 
“HIGH BAY doors of the Vehicle Assembly Building are fully opened to allow ingress or egress 
of the giant transporter and mobile launcher, aside which the Apollo/Saturn V space vehicles 
are erected.” 
 
In the above photo, what look like rectangles in between the open high bay door, High Bay 1 on 
the left, and High Bay 3 on the right, are HVAC intakes, in the day.  There were offices and such 
in the upper floors of the High Bay towers, in the Apollo day. 
 
 
On page 7. 
 

    
On the left, “APOLLO 10 command and service modules are being off-loaded at the Skid Strip 

following arrival there November 25…”.  On the right, “FIRST STAGE of Apollo 10 launch 

vehicle arrived at KSC November 27 and was transported into the Vehicle Assembly 

Building…”.   
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From The December 19, 1968, Spaceport News 

The headline is "KSC APOLLO LAUNCH TEAM COUNTING DOWN ON HISTORIC 10-

ORBIT MOON MISSION”.  Part of the article reads “The KSC launch team, including 

members from support elements and contractors, is moving steadily in the countdown 

toward a 7:51 a.m. liftoff Saturday of Apollo 8, the historic mission that will send the first 

men into orbit around the moon… …The mission will be the second manned flight in the 

Apollo program and the first manned flight on the Saturn V rocket… …A full duration 

lunar orbit mission would include 10 orbits around the moon… 

…The December launch window opens the 21st and closes the 27th… …The final 

countdown begins at T-28 hours Thursday evening…”. 

Apollo 8 launched on Saturday, December 21, 1968, at 7:51 a.m. ET. 

     
      FRANK BORMAN    JAMES LOVELL     WILLIAM ANDERS 
 

 
On page 2, “Outstanding Employees Receive Awards”.  In part, the article reads “Men 

and women of the Spaceport team who made outstanding contributions in carrying out 

their job assignments at KSC during the past year recently received recognition of their 

efforts at the 1968 Honor Awards Ceremony. Awards presented at the ceremony at 

KSC's Training Auditorium saluted superior performances by individuals and groups, 

major cost reduction efforts, and significant suggestions and inventions that played an 

important role in the Space Center's achievements during the past year. Dr. Kurt H. 

Debus, Center Director, personally congratulated the award winners for their 

achievements. 

"I am gratified," Dr. Debus said, "that the KSC team continues to perform in the 

outstanding manner which has been typical of the Center's rapid and successful 

development. The group effort which has been the foundation of this success is again 

being recognized in this program of Incentive Awards."   

 

 



Page 42 
 

On page 3. 

 
   “APOLLO 10 THIRD STAGE UNLOADED FROM SUPER GUPPY” 
 
 

 
“IN ADDITION to preparing for the Apollo 8 launch, NASA and contractor personnel at KSC are 
busily engaged in the assembly and testing of the Apollo 9 and 10 space vehicles… …a traffic 
jam was created in the VAB as the Apollo 10 first stage was being placed in a high bay and the 
Apollo 9 spacecraft was brought in for mating with the launch vehicle. 
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On page 8. 
 

 
“HELPING A MEMBER of the Cocoa Beach Space Cadet Tumbling Team balance are two of 
the three crewmen for Apollo 8, William Anders, left, and James Lovell. All of the boys' fathers 
are employed at KSC. The tumblers are Paul Bevelacaqua, standing on his head, and, from left, 
Ken Holland, David Bryant, Mike Hagen, Troy Fell andJohn Biagotti.” 
 
 
On page 1, “Space Effort Offers Hope of Enlightment, Peace”.  Part of the article reads “In a 
tree lighting ceremony at the Visitor Information Center, KSC Director Dr. Kurt H. Debus held 
hope that the Space Program can lead to a world to a better understanding of enlightment, love 
and peace… 
 
…”We are working under a law,” he added, “which also preaches that the United States of 
America in 1958, in creating the Space Law, said we are going to conduct this program in behalf 
of all mankind, which is the expression of love and hope that these competitive elements that 
are instinctively on our Earth, can be combined in major effort. "The other element is light. I 
believe we do bring light into the darkness of the people who do not know. Dark is a symbol of 
fear. The light that is brought in by Christmas and that we carry on from here in our activities, is 
a light of recognition. The light of knowledge. The light of science. The enlightment of people. 
 
"For the first time we are preparing ourselves now to bring enlightment into our universe. As 
three brave men, Frank Borman, Jim Lovell and Bill Anders prepare themselves for the first 
flight of mankind to visit its nearest planet, we are indeed bringing the torch of humanity into our 
universe. This is a very major step that mankind takes and will bring us to platforms from where 
the earth will look as a small star and from where it will become clear that mankind must live in 
peace…”.    
 

 


