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1969 Spaceport News Summary 

 

Followup From the 1968 Spaceport News Summary 

Of note, the 1963, 1964 and 1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  Starting with 

the July 7, 1966, issue, the Spaceport News went to an every two week format.  The 

Spaceport News kept the two week format until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  

Spaceport Magazine superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014.  Spaceport 

Magazine was a monthly issue, until the last and final issue, Jan./Feb. 2020. 

The first issue of Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The two 1962 issues and 

the issues from 1996 forward are at this website, including the Spaceport Magazine. 

Black font is original Spaceport News, blue font is something I or someone else 

provided and purple font is a hot link. 

All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary. 

 

Not directly related to the Spaceport News Summary, and getting a little ahead of 

things, the following photo was included in the 07/19/20 Neat Information Update., from 

the April 8, 1971, Spaceport News. 

The caption for the following photo from April 8, 1971 Spaceport News is:  “THE 

ROBERTS House, a landmark on Merritt Island before the establishment of KSC, was 

recently moved from its location off Roberts Road on the Spaceport to Scottsmoor in the 

north end of Brevard County. The house, which was included in the original KSC 

purchase of property, was repurchased by Roy Roberts, Jr., son of the builder of the 

house.” 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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Well, the following, in quotes, is an update on the house, located in Scottsmoor, from 

Mike Leinbach:  “…You’ll be glad to know the house is standing tall and proud just a 

little way off US 1. It’s surrounded by his very productive orange groves…”, referring to 

Roy Roberts, Jr.  Thanks a bunch Mike! 

 

Following up from an article in the 1968 Spaceport News Summary, from the May 9, 

1968, Spaceport News, part of the article stated “…meanwhile on Complex 34 at Cape 

Kennedy, the Saturn 1B launch team is making preparations for a manned Apollo flight 

in the third quarter of this year.  The booster and second stage are going through 

checkout on the launch pad. The instrument unit and forward skirt of the second stage 

were demated recently to check for possible damage due to a small amount of nitrogen 

tetroxide spill during some fueling tests….” 

Well, John Tribe, quoted in blue font in the directly following, about the small amount of 

nitrogen tetroxide spill which “…was a whole lot bigger to us at the time…”.  John 

provided a detailed document of what actually happened, called “Apollo 7 Oxidizer 

Spill”.  The document is attached to this Spaceport News Summary email and the 

introduction to the document provides background.  Thanks a bunch John!  

 
Also, not directly related, Bob Sieck responded to the following photo in the 07/19/20, 

Spaceport News, from Gemini 3, 1965, with the suit-up trailer on the right and the Astro 

van on the left, at LC16. 
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Bob responded with “The photo from 1965-Pad 16 trailer brings good memories .Inside 

the trailer were Gene Thomas and I (biomedical system engineers), two flight surgeons, 

and technicians for the biomedical gear and the suits. We were employees of NASA 

MSC (later became JSC -  and we became KSC employees)...  

After the crew departed from the trailer they went to pad 19, some of us went to the 

biomed console in the blockhouse at 19 and the others to the"fallback area" - which was 

a ideal location to watch a launch from 19!... As I remember- it was West of ICBM Rd 

and South of 19 - but really close . Not much there- a small clearing - the closeout crew 

and our techs and a few engIneers were staged there in event of a scrub…”. 

Thanks a bunch Bob! 
 
 

Following up from the 1968 Spaceport News Summary, Larry Clark responded, some of 

which follows: 

“…On page 3 you shared the article and photo of Burt Prince. I had the pleasure of 

working with Burt when I started with TWA in 1975. Burt had just stopped being a full 

time driver. He had recently become the first lecturer (now called educator) at the VIC. 

He did still drive occasionally if demand required it. I got to know Burt and would visit 

with him whenever my break schedule allowed it. I remember his VAB model very well 

and he would use it to explain things to me that I could then use when driving tours. I 

would often sit in on his lectures if I could. He was a really great guy and just as 

enthusiastic about space exploration as those of us on your distribution list… 

On page 5 is a view of static test road. That's the highway portion (wide two lane 

section) of the road as we used to call it! When learning to drive the tour buses we 

would use that road extensively. We had to go all the way to the north end using the 

single lane section. We had to drive up and over each of the tracking camera mounds 
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and we were not allowed to touch the grass or sand with any of the wheels of the bus. If 

we did, we drove it again until we got it right. 

On page 10 is a picture of Jim Harrington. Who knew that I would get the chance to 

work closely with Jim on shuttle. I loved going to meetings in his office in the LCC. It 

was adorned with a plethora of airplane models that he had built, all hanging from the 

ceiling… 

On page 14 is a photo and mention of the Apollo simulator building and you mention the 

glass partitions on the top left of the photo. I walked behind those glass windows many 

times. First as a tourist, then as a bus driver. We would park the bus and walk our 

guests thru talking about what they were seeing using a PA system mounted in there. 

Then TWA got smart as demand increased and we had folks stationed in there to 

describe what guests were seeing as they walked thru to keep folks moving. After 

joining USBI as an engineer in 1977 I would then go to this building many times for 

Ground Operations Aerospace Language (GOAL) software training and then to prepare 

the software and displays we would use to process the STS…” 

Thanks a bunch Larry! 
 
 
And not directly related, there was a show on NASA TV Friday, July 24th, “Bridge to 

Space”, which is really neat.  The footage would seem to be, circa 1967.  The bus driver 

commentary is great!!!  There are headset/Operational Intercommumication System 

(OIS) conversations in several places in the video which are neat and at approximately 

the 16 minute mark, there is video of a scheduling meeting in the LCC, with JoAnn 

Morgan, Jim Harrington and others in view.  The film, from the National Archives, is on 

YouTube at this site. 

 
 
 

From The January 3, 1969, Spaceport News 

 
From page 1, “Apollo 8 Lunar Orbital Flight Completed After Precise Launch Here”.  

A portion of the article reads “The KSC team successfully launched Astronauts Frank 

Borman, James Lovell and William Anders on a path to the moon December 21, from 

which they completed a spectacular 10-orbit lunar photographic and tracking mission 

December 27… 

Samuel C. Phillips, Director of the Apollo Program, said the mission was a giant step 

toward the manned lunar landing. "We have demonstrated the ability to put these 

vehicles together with the magnificent team that we have at the Kennedy Space Center, 

putting together equipment that's been manufactured and checkout across the country." 

Dr. Thomas O. Paine described the mission as "a true pioneering effort of mankind," 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ji_DDf5x0uU
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and added: "We feel very humble that we were the ones that were given this opportunity 

to perform this historic feat…”. 

 

Also on page 1. 

“Message from Director 

TO ALL KSC PERSONNEL 

The successful launching of Apollo Saturn 503 which was subsequently climaxed by the 

truly memorable performance of Apollo 8 and its crew, has vividly demonstrated the 

competence of the Government/industry organization of this Center and renewed the 

nation’s confidence in our ability to achieve the manned lunar landing. 

Every man and woman engaged in these joint efforts should take pride in his or her 

contribution to this unprecedented accomplishment. Each of you has helped to make 

this possible. All of us fully understand that the total effort involved many thousands of 

people in the other manned space flight centers and their supporting contractor 

organizations. 

I am deeply grateful for your outstanding work and proud to be associated with you in 

this great endeavor. Together we enter a New Year in a spirit of cooperative dedication 

to continue the exploration of space in the interest of knowledge and peace. 

Sincerely, 

Kurt H. Debus, 
Director” 
 

On pages 2 and 3, some associated Apollo 8 photos. 

 
“PRIOR TO LAUNCH, Apollo 8 Astronauts Frank Borman, James Lovell and William Anders 
reviewed mission plans with KSC launch officials and a North American Rockwell 
representative. Shown from left are Bill Schick, KSC Test Supervisor; Paul Donnelly, Launch 
Operations Manager; Lovell; Anders; Harold Collins, MSC Mission Support Office at KSC; John 
Healey, NAR engineer; and Borman. Lovell is pointing out features on the lunar terrain.” 
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“ASTRONAUTS Borman, Lovell and Anders departed the Manned Spacecraft Operations 
Building before dawn December 21 to enter the specially-equipped Transfer Van, which carried 
them to Pad A, Launch Complex 39. They were launched on schedule at 7:51 a.m. The other 
man in strange looking garb is a KSC fireman. Note Apollo 8 insignia on the door of the van.” 
 

 
“U. S. SENATOR Edward Kennedy, center, his wife Joan, and Dr. T. Keith Glennan, first NASA 
Administrator, followed the launch of Apollo 8 from a viewing stand near the launch site.” 

 
 
On page 6, “1969 Looms as Biggest Year in Space History”.  In part, the article reads 

“Following the highly successful launches of Apollo 7 and 8 in 1968, the year 1969 is 

shaping up to be the most momentous periods in space history at KSC. The climax will 

be the manned lunar landing, followed by two further moon exploration trips. Before the 

landing, however, two flights will be needed to test the lunar module with men aboard. 

The first of these flights will be Apollo 9, an earth orbital mission to be flown by 

Commander James McDivitt, Command Module Pilot David Scott and Lunar Module 

Pilot Russell Schweickart… 

Apollo 10 will follow in the May-June period, testing the spacecraft at lunar distances 

and flying the lunar module to within 50,000 feet of the moon's surface. Astronauts for 

this flight will be Commander Thomas Stafford, Command Module Pilot John Young and 

Lunar Module Pilot Eugene Cernan… 
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The Apollo 9 space vehicle was rolled out from the VAB to Pad A January 3 and 

preparations were begun immediately on preparing it for the February 28 launch date… 

Three Saturn V stages have been erected in the VAB for Apollo 10 and they will be 

checked out while the command, service and lunar modules undergo further testing in 

the MSO Building….”. 

 
 
 

From The January 16, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Spaceport Entering Final Testing Phase for Apollo 9”.  Part of the 
article reads “Apollo 9, a complex 10-day earth-orbital mission designed to fly the lunar 
module manned for the first time and checkout the rendezvous radar system, is 
scheduled for launch from Launch Complex 39’s Pad A at 11 a.m. February 28. 
Following launch of Apollo 8 from Pad A on December 21… …the pad was refurbished 
in about a week and the 363-foot-tall Apollo/Saturn V space vehicle was rolled out 
January 3… 
 
The prime crew of Commander James McDivitt, Command Module Pilot David Scott 
and Lunar Module Pilot Russell Schweickart has participated in much of the extensive 
checkout of the spacecraft components since their arrival at KSC… 
 
Following insertion into a 109-by-112 nautical mile earth orbit, the crew will perform a 
simulated translunar insertion.  This will be followed by command-service module 
separation… and docking with the lunar module… Splashdown is planned in a prime 
recovery area 33 degrees north latitude and 60 degrees west longitude, about 1,000 
nautical miles east of Cape Kennedy.” 
 
Apollo 7 and 9 were the only Apollo missions with Atlantic Ocean splashdowns; 
reference Wikipedia, which has some good maps, showing Mercury, Gemini and Apollo 
splashdown locations.  Crew Demo-2 is currently planned for an Atlantic splashdown, 
the first planned Atlantic Ocean human spaceflight splashdown since Apollo 9. 
 
On page 3. 
 

 
“LUNAR MODULE 4 LEG INSTALLATION” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Splashdown
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LM-4 was the lunar module for Apollo 10.  There is a good read on Wikipedia about 

lunar modules, and for LM-4, Wikipedia states: …Descent stage may have hit the Moon, 

ascent stage in heliocentric orbit. Snoopy is the only surviving flown LM ascent stage.”  

And the following article from SKY & TELESCOPE claims to have possibly found 

Snoopy. 

 

 
On page 6, “Borman Named to MSC Post”.   Part of the article states “"Frank has a 
tremendous background in engineering, flight test and as an instructor. It will be of 
enormous help to us in assuring proper pilot training in the critical months ahead." With 
this statement by Director of Flight Crew Operations Donald K. Slayton, Astronaut Frank 
Borman, Commander of Apollo 8, was named Deputy Director, Flight Crew Operations, 
Manned Spacecraft Center. Borman's responsibilities include activities of the Astronaut 
Office, the Aircraft Operations Office and the Flight Crew Support Division. He is 
expected to spend considerable time helping crews in flight training/ 
 
Prior to the historical Apollo 8 flight around the moon, Borman performed a variety of 
special duties, including backup command pilot for the Gemini 4 flight and a member of 
the Apollo 204 Review Board. As command pilot of the history making Gemini 7 
mission, launched on December 4, 1965, he participated in establishing a number of 
space "firsts", among which are the longest manned space flight (330 hours and 35 
minutes) and the first, rendezvous of two manned maneuverable spacecraft as Gemini 
7 was joined in orbit by Gemini 6. Borman, an Air Force Colonel, was selected as an 
astronaut by NASA in September, 1962. He had entered the Air Force after graduation 
from West Point.” 
 
 

On page 7. 
 

 
“APOLLO 9 ASTRONAUTS RussellSchweickartandJamesMcDivitt received specially 
designed stainless steel beakers from Grumman officials as mementoes of their altitude 
chamber test in Lunar Module 3, The plaques read, "High Altitude Highball Glasses." 
Shown left to right are Joel Taft, Schweickart, McDivitt, Grumman Base Manager 
George Skurla and Red Hafter.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_Lunar_Module
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/astronomers-might-have-found-apollo-10-snoopy-module/#:~:text=Apollo%2010%3A%20Prelude%20to%20History&text=The%20astronauts%20flew%20the%20lunar,module%20was%20named%20Charlie%20Brown.
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From The January 30, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “3-in-Flow Concept Now Reality Here”.  A portion of the article reads “The 
spaceport is at a new peak of activity with three Saturn V/Apollo vehicles now in flow at 
KSC. “The pipeline is filled,” commented Test Operations Manager Paul C. Donnelly. 
“We’ve had three spacecraft in flow simultaneously before but this is the first time we’ve 
had three vehicles in their entirety moving through.” 
 
Apollo 9 is on Pad A at Launch Complex 39 being prepared for a Feb. 28 lift-off… … 
The Apollo 10 launch vehicle is stacked atop its mobile launcher in the Vehicle 
Assembly Building with the spacecraft to be moved from the Manned Spacecraft 
Operations Building to the VAB early in February.. 
 
 The Apollo 11 command and service modules were flown into the skid strip at Cape 
Kennedy last week by Super Guppy and moved to the MSO Building at the Spaceport 
where the first checkout planned was a docking of the command module with the lunar 
module, already on hand. The Saturn V third stage for Apollo 11 is in the VAB. Still 
awaited are the booster and second stage….”. 
 
Also on page 1 
 

 
“ASTRONAUT Stuart Roosa, a member of the Apollo 9 support crew, prepared to descend a 
rope following the first manned run down a slide wire in a cab from the 320-foot level of te 
mobile launcher for Apollo 9. Already down from the nine-man-capacity cab is Chuck Billings, 
KSC Safety Office, while Art Porcher, Design Engineering, awaits his turn.  The other six seats 
were occupied by weighted dummies.” 
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On page 3, “Distribution and Switching Center Keeps Communications Flowing”.  
Part of the article reads “Employees stationed in the Operations, Communications and 
Timing Control Room of the Communication Distribution and Switching Center keep 
communications flowing at the Spaceport. They maintain ·control and integrity of all 
operational telephone, television, data, timing and countdown and other voice 
communications. They monitor thousands of miles of cable during space vehicle tests 
and launches… 
 
On the average, the group uses 125 rolls of video tape and more than 1,000 rolls of 
audio tape for each major test or launch. The control group also monitors the electrical 
facilities provided commercial television networks to insure a high degree of 
professional broadcast transmission to the public… All communications and timing 
problems (except for administrative telephone) are reported here and quick response by 
communications and timing control is taken to restore communications…”. 
 
The Communication Distribution and Switching Center is still the same name today, 
known as CD&SC, building M6-138. 
 

  
“NASA AND FEDERAL ELECTRIC employees discuss an operational matter in the Operations, 
Communications and Timing Control Room of the Communication Distribution and Switching 
Center at KSC. On the back row, left to right, are Tom Sayre, FEC; R.H. Tveter, FEC; Alan 
Parrish, Spacecraft Operations, NASA, Front Row, left to right, are Dennis Dalln, Jack Snyder 
and Paul Johnson, all FEC. 
 
 

On page 4, “Five·Digit KSC Dialing Effective on February 2”.  The article reads “A 

new, five digit dialing system will go into effect for telephone calls within KSC beginning 

Feb. 2 and the extra spin of the dial can be chalked up to growth. The final four digits of 

a KSC number must then be preceded by the final number of the 867 or other 

designated prefix. "The extra digit is made necessary by exchange expansion," 
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explained Edgar L. Gibson of the Support Services Branch. KSC now has about 13,500 

and added 1,962 new stations during 1968. A slight increase is also foreseen during the 

first six months of l969. 

The five digit dial is familiar to KSC employees. Note “…the extra spin of the dial…”!!!!! 
 
 
On page 7. 
 
The caption for the following photo is “ASTRONAUT DONN EISELE presents Snoopy 
Pin Awards to seven North American Rockwell Launch Operations personnel for their 
work in the Apollo program. Left to right they are Z.P. Shaw, William Dellicker, Bob Eley, 
Fred Dohl, Hollis Hicks and Charles Davis. John Bjornstad, chosen as the "Outstanding 
Launch Operations Employee," was not available when the photograph was taken.” 
 
White shirts and ties, including one bow tie, were the order of the day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From The February 13, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is, “Apollo 9 Team on Schedule for February 28 Launch    CDDT Gets 

Underway After FRR”.  In part, the article reads “Preparations for an on-schedule 
February 28 launch of Apollo 9 are being pressed at KSC this week with the final dress 
rehearsal—the Countdown Demonstration Test (CDDT)—getting underway this week.  
An earlier hurdle—the Flight Readiness Review—was passed successfully last week. 
Spacecraft hypergolic loading and bringing the RP-1 fuel aboard the giant Saturn V first 
stage were completed over the weekend…”. 
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“KEY MEMBERS of the NASA Management Council participated recently in the Flight 
Readiness Review for Apollo 9 at the Spaceport. The consensus of the review was that Apollo 9 
is on schedule for launch at 11 a.m., February 28. From left to right are Dr. George E. Mueller, 
Associate Administrator for Manned Space Flight; Lt. Gen. Samuel Phillips, Apollo Program 
Manager; NASA Headquarters; Dr. Kurt H. Debus, Director of KSC; Dr. Robert Gilruth, Director 
of the Manned Spacecraft Center, and Dr. Wernher von Braun, Director of the Marshall Space 
Flight Center.” 

 

 

On page 4. 
 

 
“THE SIXTH SPACE CONGRESS, largest technical conference of its kind in the Southeast, is 
just a little over a month away. Looking over a program for the three day meeting are Dr. 
Wember von Braun, Director, Marshall Space Flight Center, Congress keynoter, and Miles 
Ross, Deputy Director, Center Operations, Kennedy Space Center, General Chairman. The 
Sixth Space Congress will be held March 17-19 at Cocoa Beach with the Ramada Inn as 
headquarters motel. This year's theme is "Space, Technology, and Society." 
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On page 5. 
 

 
“MR. AND MRS. Ken Curtis were visitors to KSC during the rollout of Apollo 9. In case you don't 
recognize the scutter with a beard, he's "Festus Hagen" of "Gunsmoke." 
 
 

 
 

From The February 27, 1969, Spaceport News 

 
On page 1, “NASA – Industry Launch Team, Crew Working Toward Friday Liftoff”.  
Part of the article reads “A nucleus of 550 NASA-industry launch team members located 
in Firing Room 2, backed up thousands of Spaceport employees… …are counting down 
to an 11 a.m. launch Friday of the Apollo 9 earth orbital mission…”. 
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“FIRING ROOM 1 is a busy hub of activity as all phases of launch activity are bought together 

aiming for a liftoff at 11 a.m. Friday.” 
 

 
On page 5, “Apollo 9 Special Flight For Grumman's Team”.  A portion of the article 
reads “The flight of Apollo 9 carries a special significance for Grumman personnel at 
KSC. It marks the first time men will fly in space the lunar module (LM) they have so 
carefully been testing and checking the past few months… 
 
George M. Skurla, KSC Base Manager for Grumman, said the Apollo 9 mission calls for 
a complete checkout of the LM's complex systems. He said LM-3 will be performing in 
earth orbit many of the precision operations that simulate an actual lunar landing 
mission. These include a docked descent engine burn to simulate LM back-up to the 
service propulsion system (SPS) of the command module (CCM), demonstration of LM 
rendezvous and docking capabilities, docked extra-vehicular transfer to demonstrate the 
astronauts' capabilities in an emergency situation and the main propulsion system 
firings of both the ascent and descent engines…”. 
 
 
 
 

From The March 13, 1969, Spaceport News  

 
On page 1, “Apollo 9 Objectives Accomplished After KSC Launch”.  In part, the 
article reads “At press time, the Apollo 9 crew of Commander James McDivitt, 
Command Module Pilot David Scott and Lunar Module Pilot Russell Schweickart had 
completed about 99 percent of the most complex space mission ever attempted by 
man. After a grueling nine days, the only major burn remaining was the one to deorbit 
the command module Thursday. 
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Also on page 1. 
 
“MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Once again I wish to congratulate every member of the Government/Industry team at 

the Kennedy Space Center for the outstanding performance that was climaxed by the 

on-time launch of the Apollo 9 space vehicle. The latest success reflects many months 

of dedicated effort on everyone’s part. You all should have justified pride in this latest 

accomplishment. The demand for excellence will continue in the upcoming months as 

we get closer to our goal of landing astronauts on the moon.  I know we will continue to 

be equal to the task. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Kurt H. Debus” 
 
 
Also on page 1, “Apollo 10 Rolls Out To Pad B”.   Part of the article reads “Apollo 10 

was rolled out to Launch Complex 39’s Pad B Tuesday, marking another milestone on 

its journey to the vicinity of the moon later this spring… The Apollo 10 flight plan calls for 

Apollo 10 Commander Stafford and Lunar Module Pilot Cernan to detach the lunar 

module from the moon-orbiting spacecraft and approach to within 50,000 feet of the 

lunar surface before soaring back to a higher altitude for "a rendezvous with Young in 

the command and service modules.” 

 

Apollo 9 photos from pages 2 and 3. 
 

   
On the left, “ASTRONAUT Frank Borman, left, Commander of the recent Apollo 8 lunar orbital 
mission, and newly appointed NASA Administrator Dr. Thomas O. Paine, right, escort Vice 
President Spiro Agnew from his plane after arrival at the Skid Strip. The Vice President was 
among distinguished guests who viewed the launch of Apollo 9.  On the right, “COMEDIAN Jack 
Benny, right, and his friend Hilliard Marks, left, were among the guests invited to view the launch 
of Apollo 9.”  

 
From Wikipedia, “Hilliard Marks, was a radio and television producer who worked 

primarily for his brother-in-law, Jack Benny.” 
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On the left, “FLIGHT CREW Operations Chief Riley McCafferty, left, and Astronauts James 
McDivitt, Russell Schweickart, Alan Bean, Alfred Worden and David Scott look over a telegram 
from McDivitt's and Worden's hometown.”  On the right, “PRIME CREW OF McDivitt, Scott and 
Schweickart depart the MSO Building for the special van that transports them to the pad.” 

 
 
On page 4. 
 

 
“APOLLO 10 Test Supervisor Don Phillips gives veteran actor Gregory Peck and Mrs. Peck a 
tour of the VAB and a briefing on Spaceport operations. Peck has a starring role in "Marooned", 
a space epic written by Cocoa Beach author Martin Caidin now being filmed in the area.” 

 
 
 
 

From The March 27, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Three Space Vehicles in Work for Lunar Missions”.  Part of the article 
reads “(NASA officially announced Monday that Apollo 10 will be a lunar mission in 
which two astronauts will descend to within 50,000 feet of the Moon’s surface in the 
lunar module, testing it for the first time in the lunar sphere of gravity.) The space 
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vehicles designed to place astronauts in the vicinity of the moon-including two landings-
are in flow in the KSC pipeline. 
 
In flow are the sophisticated space machines for Apollo 10, a lunar orbit dress rehearsal 
for a manned landing; Apollo 11, the first Saturn V/Apollo with the capability of making a 
landing, and Apollo 12, being prepared for a re-visit. The Apollo 10 “stack” and its 
mobile launcher have been moved to Launch Complex 39’s Pad B and preparations are 
underway for the first launch for that pad…”. 
 
In fact, Apollo 10 would be the only Saturn V to launch from Pad B.  After Apollo 10, the 
next launches off Pad B were Skylab 2, 3 and 4, followed by the Apollo Soyuz Test 
Project Mission in 1975.  After that, the next launch off Pad B was Challenger, on 
January 28, 1986.  More Shuttle missions followed, then Ares 1-X was launched off 
LC39B in 2009.  Next up, the Space Launch System/Artemis is scheduled to launch 
from Pad B, as well as the Northrop Grumman Omega rocket.  
 
   
 
From page 4. 
 

 
“APOLLO 9 ASTRONAUT Russell Schweickart leaps into a life raft from the command module 
after splashdown at 12:01 p.m., March 13, some 780 miles southeast of KSC. The three 
astronauts, Commander James McDivitt, Command Module Pilot David Scott and Lunar Module 
Pilot Schweickart, made a brief stop at the Skid Strip before continuing on to the Manned 
Spacecraft Center.” 
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On page 6. 
 

 
 

One article is “KSC CHORUS”.  The article states “Members of the KSC Chorus who 

participated in making a long-play record are asked to contact Evelyn Walsh at 

8673921. The record is now on sale at the Visitors Information Center. Chorus 

rehearsals areheldfrom 4:45 to 6:16 p.m. each Monday in the Training Auditorium and 

all badged personnel are invited to join the group.” 

 
 

On page 7. 
 

 
 

 
“FIVE EMPLOYEES of North American Rockwell Launch Operations recently received Snoopy 
Awards from Astronaut Alfred M. Worden, right, for their contributions to the Apollo Program. 
They are, left to right, John Bjornstad, Ron Murphy, Ken Arevalos, William stroud, and Richard 
Moe.” 
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From the April 10, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Apollo 10 CDDT is Next Major Milestone at KSC”.  Part of the article 
reads “The KSC launch team, led by Center Director Dr. Kurt H. Debus, will be 
analyzing data from the Apollo 10 Flight Readiness Test for the next several days prior 
to cranking up for the Countdown Demonstration Test (CDDT)… The KSC personal in 
charge of these tests and launch are Rocco Petrone, Director of Launch Operations; 
Paul Donnelly, Test Operations Manager; and Don Phillips, Test Supervisor…”. 
 
 
Also on page 1, “Launch Complex 39’s Pad B will receive its first test by fire during the 
May 18 launch of Apollo 10 for a journey into lunar orbit… In appearance the two pads 
are as similar as peas in a pod and only an expert with an eye for detail could detect 
any differences. “The structural aspects are basically identical,” said D. D. Buchanan, 
Chief of Engineering, Launch Complex 39. Few changes-none of them major-were 
found necessary on the basis of experience with Pad A. 
 
The top of Pad B is 5 feet higher in elevation above mean sea level than Pad A… The 
higher elevation was based on the fact that it would permit better drainage of the 
general area plus better drainage from holding and burn ponds. 
 
The PTCR/ECS electrical substation on Pad B is underneath the west slope of the Pad 
whereas the corresponding substation on Pad A is in the open approximately 150 feet 
from the lower edge of the west slope of the pad. The reason for the Pad B design was 
to protect the substation in the launch environment. The Pad A substation was 
damaged during the Apollo 4 launch and again during the Apollo 6 lift-off…”. 
 
 
One more thing on page 1. 
 

 
“THREE HISTORIC rockets have been erected at the Visitors Information Center at KSC and 
are the largest exhibits there. From left are Gemini-Titan, which propelled 20 astronauts into 
earth orbital missions; the Jupiter C, which launched the first U.S. earth satellite, Explorer 1; and 
Juno, which placed several satellites into earth orbit and hurled a Pioneer probe past the moon.” 
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On page 4, there is a short article “NUCLEAR PROPULSION”.  The article states 
“NASA has extended a contract for work on nuclear propulsion providing for the 
completion of the nuclear rocket technology effort, preliminary engine and component 
design for the NERVA I engine and initiation of hardware procurement.” 
 
According to Wikipedia, which has an extensive read on the subject, “The Nuclear 
Engine for Rocket Vehicle Application (NERVA) was a nuclear thermal rocket engine 
development program that ran for roughly two decades. Its principal objective was to 
"establish a technology base for nuclear rocket engine systems to be utilized in the 
design and development of propulsion systems for space mission application".  NERVA 
was a joint effort of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA)...”.  Several rocket engines were tested, but none 
ever flown.  However, for the United States Air Force, per Wikipedia “The Convair NB-
36H was an experimental aircraft that carried a nuclear reactor. It was also known as 
the "Crusader"… 
 
 
 

From The April 24, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “KSC Launch Crew, Astronauts Taking Aim on Apollo 10 Shot”.  A 
portion of the article reads “KSC launch crews are tieing together all the loose ends 
prior to entering the Apollo 10 Countdown Demonstration Test (CDDT) on April 27… 
Some of the launch activities that have been completed were leak and functional tests 
of the ground support equipment and hypergolic propellant fueling. 
 
Key people getting the space vehicle and associated equipment ready for the launch 
include:  Test Supervisor Don Phillips, Launch Vehicle Test Eugene Sestile, Command-
Service Module (CSM) Manager T.M. Carothers, CSM Test Conductor Skip Chauvin, 
Lunar Module (LM) Manager T.M. Levann, LM Test Conductor Fritz Widick and NASA 
Test Support Controller R.C. Tharpe..”.. 
 
On page 2. 
 

 
“APOLLO 10 CREW members are shown in front of a reproduction of the lunar surface they will 
photograph during their eight day mission. From left are lunar Module Pilot Eugene Cernan, 
Commander Thomas Stafford and Command Module Pilot John Young.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NERVA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convair_NB-36H
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On page 4, “Apollo 11 Progressing, Apollo Crews Selected for 12”.  In part, the article reads 
“Work is progressing well on the Apollo 11 space vehicle at KSC and the prime and backup 
crews have been named for the Apollo 12 mission. The Apollo 11 spacecraft has been stacked 
atop its Saturn V launch vehicle in the VAB. Fins and engine fairings have been installed on the 
first stage, engine leak tests have been conducted on the second stage and propulsion 
subsystems tests have been completed on the third stage. Rollout from the VAB to Pad A is 
scheduled May 19, followed by the Flight Readiness Test May 29 through June 1 and the 
Countdown Demonstration Test June 19-26. The launch date is July 16… 
 
Key launch people for Apollo 11 include Test Supervisor Bill Schick, Launch Vehicle Test 
Conductor Norm Carlson, Command Service Module CSM Manager John Hurd, CSM Test 
Conductor Skip Chauvin, Lunar Module Manager John Beeson, Lunar Module LM Test 
Conductor Fritz Widick, and Test Support Controller Gary Richards… 
 
The prime crew for Apollo 11 are Commander Neil Armstrong, who will be the first man to set 
foot on the moon, Command Module Pilot Michael Collins and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin Aldrin. 
The backup crewmen are James Lovell, William Anders and Fred Haise. For the Apollo 12 
missions also a moon-lander - the prime crew will be Commander Charles Conrad, Command 
Module Pilot Richard Gordon and Lunar Module Pilot Alan Bean. Backups will be David Scott, 
Alfred Worden and James Irwin…”. 
 
 
On page 5. 
 

 
“MASCOT SNOOPY keeps a sharp eye on his master, Apollo 10 Lunar Module Pilot Eugene 
Cernan, during simulator runs at KSC. The prime crew selected Snoopy as the code name for 
their lunar module and Charlie Brown for the command module.” 
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From The May 8, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “KSC Launch Team Clicks Off Final Test On Apollo 10, Points to May 
18 LIftoff”. A portion of the article reads “With Astronauts Thomas P. Stafford, John W. 
Young and Eugene A. Cernan aboard the Apollo 10 spacecraft, the KSC launch team 
clicked off the seconds to a simulated ignition at 1:01 p.m. Tuesday, 12 days before its 
scheduled launch. The simulated countdown, the second part of the Countdown 
Demonstration Test, was the last overall test before beginning the final count early next 
week… 
 
Precount activities will begin at T-3 days and 21 hours and will include final space 
vehicle ordnance installation, spacecraft fuel cell servicing, installation and connection 
of spacecraft batteries and mechanical build-up of the spacecraft. The mechanical build-
up consists of disconnecting test equipment, replacing panels, and generally bringing 
the spacecraft as close to a flight-ready mechanical condition as possible…”.  
 
 
On page 5, “One Millionth of Second Way Of Life to KSC Timing Group”.  In part, 

the article states “A microsecond - onemillionth of a second-hardly seems worth 

mentioning, but to KSC'sDigital Systems Branch of Information Systems it is a way of 

life. The Spaceport uses Universal Time Coordinated, a uniform time scale common to 

all time zones and agreed upon by astronomical observatories worldwide. Universal 

Time Coordinated also is known as ZULU and real time. Five NASA personnel are 

employed in the Digital Systems Branch, directed by Athur Greene. They are supported 

by 77 Federal Electric employees… 

"We don't originate the countdown, but send our services via underground cable 

networks to approximately 630 countdown clocks throughout KSC," he said… Each 

countdown clock displays one of three colors: green, amber or red. Launch vehicle 

countdown usually is green; Apollo spacecraft countdown, amber; and the Eastern Test 

Range count, red. 

Countdown closcks come in three sizes depending ontheviewing area desired. The two 

largest are wall clocks and the smallest are housed in consoles. Countdown clocks are 

located in all KSC buildings. Generators power 10 countdown displays on mobile 

launchers and the mobile service structure employed III Apollo launches… 

The nerve center of the Digital Systems Branch consists of several electronic equipment 

bays housed in Rooms 248 and 250 of the Central Instrumentation Facility… 

From time to time the Digital Systems Branch packs electronic timing equipment into a 

briefcase and transports it to Cape Kennedy. This took place recently when a battery-

powered device housed in a carrying case and synchronized with the Center's major 

timing equipment was taken to Cape Kennedy's Central Timing station. Readings 

indicated a minor discrepancy - two microseconds - between KSC and Naval 

Observatory time since thelast check was made about eight months before. NASA, 
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DOD and Bureau of Standards teams periodicallyconduct these on-site measurements 

in order to verify the accuracy of timekeeping.” 

 

 
“DIGITAL SYSTEMS Branch Chief Arthur Greene monitors countdown and timing equipment 
supporting the Apollo 10 Countdown Demonstration Test.” 
 
 

From page 7. 
 

 
“FIVE NORTH American Rockwell Launch Operations personnel recently received Snoopy 
Awards from Astronaut Joe H. Engle, right, for their outstanding contributions to the Apollo 
Program." Award winners were, from left, Gene Nurnberg, Merritt Island; Charles Baker, 
Titusville; William Sullivan, Merritt Island, and Clancy Tripp and Homer B. Broyles, both of 
Titusville.” 
 
 
 
 

From The May 22, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
In this issue, the headline is “KSC SPRINGBOARD FOR APOLLO 10 MISSION”.  In 
part, the article reads “KSC was the springboard for another manned flight to the vicinity 
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of the moon Sunday at 12:49 p.m., with the launch of the Apollo 10… The launch phase 
of the Apollo 10 mission was flawless with Astronauts Thomas P. Stafford, Commander; 
John W. Young, Command Module Pilot, and Eugene A. Cernan, Lunar Module Pilot, 
blasting their way out of earth orbit toward the moon two and half hours after liftoff… 
Their flight plan called for them to enter lunar orbit at 4:35 p.m. Wednesday, May 21… 
Apollo 10 is a dress rehearsal for the manned lunar landing to take place during the 
Apollo 11 mission this July and the astronauts were to make a detailed inspection of the 
Apollo 11 landing site in the Sea of Tranquility…”. 
 
 
Apollo 10 photos from pages 2 and 3. 
 

    
On the left, “APOLLO 10 officials shown here are, left to right standing, George Low, MSC; Sam 
Phillips, Headquarters; Donald K. Slayton, MSC; seated, John Williams, Walter Kapryan and 
Director Kurt H. Debus, KSC.”  On the right, “LUNAR TOPOGRAPHY REVIEW”. 
 
In the photo on the right, facing the camera from left to right are Tom Stafford, Harrison Schmitt 
and John Young. Gene Cernan is facing away from the camera. 
 

   
       “SEE YOU AROUND MOON, SNOOPY” 
 

The caption for the above photo at this Apollo mission photos site (a neat site by the 
way) is:  “Apollo 10 Commander Thomas Stafford pats the nose of Snoopy held by 

http://www.apollomissionphotos.com/index_ap10_vintage.html
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Jayme Flowers, Gordon Coopers' secretary, as the crew walk along the hallway to the 
transfer van for the trip to Launch Complex 39B for the start of the Apollo 10 lunar 
orbital mission.” 
 
 
On page 1, “Apollo 11 Rolls Out To Pad A”.  Part of the article reads “The Apollo 11 
space vehicle destined to land two American astronauts on the lunar surface in July was 
rolled out of the Vehicle Assembly Building Tuesday for the 3.5-mile move to Launch 
Complex 39’s Pad A… First motion of the transporter with its 12.6 million pound burden 
of Saturn V/Apollo and mobile launcher came at 12:30 p.m… 
 
At the Spaceport during the move was the Apollo 11 prime crew - Astronauts Neil A. 
Armstrong, Commander,; Michael Collins, Command Module Pilot, and Edwin E. Aldrin, 
Jr., Lunar Module Pilot…”. 
 
 

On page 3. 
 

 
“ARMSTRONG - COLLINS – ALDRIN” 
 
 
 
 

From The June 5, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “APOLLO 10 PAVES WAY   Spaceport Keying Efforts to Historic 
Apollo 11 Lunar Landing Mission”.  Part of the article reads “The epic voyage of 
Apollo 11 to the pockmarked lunar surface in the Sea of Tranquility loomed closer this 
week with the Flight Readiness Test of the Apollo 11 space vehicle poised on Launch 
Complex 39’s Pad A… The Apollo 11 FRT began at 4 p.m. Tuesday and was to end 
with a T-Zero at noon on Friday. Apollo is scheduled for launch from KSC at 9:32 a.m. 
on July 16…”. 
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Also on page 1. 
 
“Message from Director 
 
TO ALL KSC PERSONNEL 
 
The successful launch of Apollo 10 on May 18, 1969, again focused the nation’s 

attention upon the national space program and specifically upon this Center. Once 

more, the space vehicle was launched precisely as planned and thus the achievement 

record initiated with the first Apollo flight has continued unbroken. The Vice-President of 

the United States and the NASA Administrator personally congratulated the 

Government-Industry launch organization for this notable success. All the men and 

women of this Center shared this recognition which was addressed to the Apollo/Saturn 

V stage and support contractors as well as the Civil Service complement. 

I am grateful for your continued dedication and attention to detail, which coupled with 

the know-how that has become the hallmark of our organization, made this historic 

launch possible. By your efforts, the program is forging steadily onward to the goal 

erected in 1961. I know that you will work ever harder to achieve the objective of the 

lunar landing this year. 

 
KURT H. DEBUS” 
 
 
On page 5. 
 

 
“ASTRONAUTS Gene Cernan, left, Tom Stafford and John Young wait aboard a rubber life raft 
until a helicopter gets into position to pick them up.” 
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Also on page 5. 
 

 
“ADDRESSING the crew members of the prime recovery ship USS Princeton are Astronauts 
Stafford, left, Young and Cernan.” 
 

 
 
 

From the June 19, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “KSC Gears for Moon Launch, CDDT Next Event”.  In part, the article 
reads “The first manned landing on the moon is just over a month away as preparations 
continue on schedule for the launch of Apollo 11 from Complex 39’s Pad A at 9:32 a.m. 
on July 16. The Flight Readiness Review was conducted at KSC on Tuesday… 
 
The first stage fuel loading is scheduled for June 23, command module ordnance is set 
for June 24 and Countdown Demonstration Test (wet) is scheduled for June 25-July 2… 
Lt. Gen. Sam C. Phillips, Apollo Program Director, announced NASA’s determination to 
proceed with plans for a July 16 launch last Thursday, ending press speculation that the 
mission might be postponed until August…”. 
 

 
     “ARMSTRONG-COLLINS-ALDRIN” 
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Also on page 1, “Apollo 10 Crew Gets Rousing ‘Welcome Back’”.  In part, the article 

reads “The Apollo 10 crew returned to the Spaceport last week for a rousing 

homecoming celebration by KSC personnel and gala receptions from the citizens of 

surrounding communities. Astronauts Thomas P. Stafford, Commander; John W. 

Young, Command Module Pilot, and Eugene A. Cernan, Lunar Module Pilot, passed 

through the Spaceport’s Industrial Area to wave at KSC personnel before their 

motorcade proceeded on to the VAB where an estimated 10,000 were on hand to greet 

them…”. 

 

 
“THOUSANDS OF KSC employees lined the streets of the Industrial Area as the moon-orbiting 
Apollo 10 crew returned to extend their appreciation to those who made their trip possible. 
Waving from a converted during the motorcade through the area enroute to the VAB are, left to 
right, Commander Thomas Stafford, Command Module Pilot John Young and Lunar Module 
Pilot Eugene Cernan. The crew spoke to about 10,000 employees in the VAB before appearing 
at various locations in Brevard County.” 
 
In in above photo, the old KSC HQ building is on the immediate right and the O&C building is 
farther back on the right.  

 
 
On page 4. 
 

 
“KSC LAUNCH DIRECTOR Rocco A. Petrone, right, presents framed photographs of the fiery 
Apollo liftoff from Pad B, Launch Complex 39, during a "Welcome Back" ceremony in the VAB. 
From left are Astronauts Thomas Stafford, John Young and Eugene Cernan. Stafford 
commented that he was glad they were inside the spacecraft and couldn't see the flame and 
smoke coming from the Saturn V rocket.” 
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On page 5. 
 

 
“TEST SUPERVISOR Bill Schick, center, leads the Apollo 11 crew on an inspection tour of 
Launch Complex 39's Pad A. From left are Commander Neil Armstrong, Command Module Pilot 
Michael Collins and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin Aldrin.” 
 
 

 
 
 

From The July 3, 1969 Spaceport News 
 
The headline is “COUNTDOWN LOOMS FOR LAUNCH OF HISTORIC APOLLO 11 
MISSION”.  In part, the article reads “Anything like this has never happened before! This 
statement by a newsman coming to KSC to cover the launch of Apollo Moon-landing 
mission simply states why there is so much world-wide interest in this history-making 
event… More than a million visitors and 3,000 members of the world press will 
personally observe the launch, while untold millions will be viewing its via television…”. 
 
 
On page 1, “Dr. Kurt Debus Asks KSC’s Best for Momentous Event”. 
 
“Suddenly we’re on the eve of the first manned lunar landing. We’re less than two 
weeks away from the Apollo 11 launch after five months of intensive checkout and 
assembly of the space vehicle. Apollo 1 will climax eight years of dedicated effort by the 
KSC launch teams of MSC and MSFC, beginning with President Kennedy’s 1961 
decision to land astronauts on the moon in this decade. The goal is in sight. This Center 
can be proud of the role it has played in bringing the program to this point. Every 
member of the KSC Government-Industry team should realize that he is playing a part 
in what will be a great moment in history. Although the first steps in any endeavor are 
considered to be the hardest, the final steps can be the most critical. I know that you will 
continue to be equal to the task.” 
 
Dr. Kurt H. Debus 
KSC Director 
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From The July 23, 1969, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “U.S. Lands Men on Moon  KSC Launch Sends Apollo 11 to 

Moon”.  In part, this article reads “Twenty seconds and counting. T-15 seconds, 

guidance is internal, 12, 11, 10, 9, ignition sequence starts, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, zero, all 

engines running, commit, LIFTOFF. We have a liftoff, 32 minutes past the hour. Liftoff 

on Apollo 11. Tower cleared.”… 

Speaking to the KSC launch team in the firing room after liftoff, KSC Director Kurt H. 

Debus stated: "I am very grateful for what you have done over the years, pulling out of 

the deep trouble we were in and bringing us up to a status where we can indeed look 

forward to a successful lunar landing now and to a continued Manned Space Flight 

program in the future. Thank you, very very much." Launch Director Rocco A. Petrone 

simply said: "All I can say is, thanks for all the hard work. And, you know I know what 

the hard work was. Thank you.”… 

 
 
On page 2. 
 

 
           “LAUNCH COMPLEX 39’S FIRING ROOM 1” 
 

If you go to this NASA Alumni League Florida Chapter website, under “Apollo 11 

Launch Team”, launch team members are identified by name in the above photo.  There 

are some neat things on the NALFL website, under the tabs across the top of the 

website, including Luncheons and Photos, Photo Galleries, Photo ID Project, 

Newsletters and Memory Book, under Our History. 

 

http://www.nalfl.com/?page_id=2523
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“TEST SUPERVISOR Bill Schick, third from right, coordinated the final countdown for the Apollo 
11 moon landing mission. Others who played key roles in launch operations included Robert 
Moser, sixth from right, Chief of Test Planning Office; Paul Donnelly (on phone), Launch 
Operations Manager; Karl Striby, Schick, Ronald Bentti and Norm Carlson, Launch Vehicle Test 
Conductor. 
 

On page 3. 
 

 
“ENJOYING AN evening meal prior to the Apollo 11 liftoff the next morning are, from left across 
the table, Lunar Module Pilot Edwin Aldrin and Commander Neil Armstrong and, second from 
right, Command Module Pilot Michael Collins. Others seated around the table, from left, are 
Fred Haise, Donald K. Slayton, James Lovell, Thomas Mattingly, Ron Evans and William 
Anders.“ 
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“WAVING GOOD-BYE to KSC employees is Apollo 11 Commander Neil Armstrong, followed by 
Command Module Pilot Michael Collins and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin Aldrin, as they depart the 
MSO Building to board the space vehicle.” 
 
 

On page 4, “Armstrong, Aldrin Land, Walk on Moon”.  A part of the article states “The 

moon landing and brief surface exploration performed so flawlessly by Commander Neil 

Armstrong and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin Aldrin - and ably assisted by Command 

Module Pilot Michael Collins in moon orbit - is probably the most historic event that will 

occur in the lifetimes of those now living…  Eagle:  Houston, that may have seemed like 

a very long final phase. The auto targeting was taking us right into a football field, 

football field sized crater, with a large number of big boulders and rocks for about one or 

two crater diameters around us… Aldrin: Beautiful, beautiful. Armstrong: Isn't that 

something. Magnificent sight down here. Aldrin: Magnificent desolation…”. 

 
 
From page 7. 
 

  
“NASA OFFICIALS were all smiles following the launch of Apollo 11. From left to right in the 
Launch Control Center are Charles W. Mathews, Deputy Associate Administrator for Manned 
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Space Flight; Dr. Wernher von Braun, Director of MSFC; Dr. George E. Mueller, Associate 
Administrator for Manned Space Flight; and Lt. Gen. Samuel C. Phillips, Director of the Apollo 
Program.” 
 

 
“COMMANDER NEIL ARMSTRONG'S wife and two boys talk with newsmen about his 
participation in man's first lunar landing mission. Mrs. Janet Armstrong stands beside her sons 
Eric, left, and Mark. They viewed the launch from a boat in the Banana River with friends. 
Shortly afterward, Mrs. Armstrong conducted a short news conference at TICO airport and then 
returned home to Houston, Texas.” 
 
 
 
 

From The July 31, 1969, Spaceport News 

On the first page, “KSC to Launch Apollo 12 November 12 on Moon Trip”.  Part of 

the article reads “The world was still ringing with acclaim for the Apollo 11 lunar landing 

mission last Thursday when Lt. Gen. Samuel Phillips, Apollo Program Manager, 

announced the goal of Apollo 12… The launch is to be from KSC on November 14 and 

rollout of the Saturn V/Apollo space vehicle from the Vehicle Assembly Building to 

Launch Complex 39’s Pad A is scheduled for September 8… The landing footprint for 

Site 7 includes a fringe benefit—the possibility of a chance for the Apollo 12 crew to 

inspect Surveyor 3 which landed in the area in April, 1967. 
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On page 5. 
 

 
“PRESIDENT NIXON watches Apollo 11 recovery operations, accompanied by Admiral John S. 
McCain, left, Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet and Apollo 8 Commander Frank Borman. The 
officer on the right was unidentified.” 

 

 
“APOLLO 11 Astronauts Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins and Edwin Aldrin await helicopter 
pickup from their liferaft after splashdown in the Pacific.” 
 

 

 

From The August 14, 1969, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Mars Photos Revealing”.  A part of the article reads “Twin Mariner 

spacecraft launched by KSC’s Unmanned Launch Operations last spring have swept 

past Mars to give man his closest and most extensive glimpse of the red planet’s cruelly 

cratered surface… An earlier spacecraft, Mariner 4, took 21 pictures of Mars in 1965 in 

which the planet appeared more like the potmarked Moon than the Earth…. Mariner 6, 

launched from Cape Kennedy on February 24, swept to within 2,100 miles of the 
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Martian equatorial belt on July 31 and Mariner 7, launched March 27, made a similar 

sweep past the Martian south polar cap on August 5.  The twin robots returned a total of 

200 pictures, 57 of them high resolution closeups….”. 

 

On page 5. 

 
“MARINER 7 photograph… taken from a distance of 293,200 miles. The distinctive picture at the 
bottom is the southern polar cap.”  

 

 
“THIS NEAR encounter picture taken by Mariner 6 could be mistaken for. a picture of the Moon 
because of the abundance', size, shape and arrangement of the craters. The largest crater, 
lower right, is about 160 miles in diameter.” 
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On page 3. 

   
On the left, “STRONAUT Edwin E. Aldrin is photographed by fellow Astronaut Neil Armstrong as 
he descends the lunar module ladder prior to stepping onto the lunar surface.”  On the right, “A 
CAMERA mounted in the lunar module captured the deployment of the Flag of the United 
States on the surface of the Moon during the historic Apollo 11 lunar landing mission.” 
 
 
On page 6. 
 

“What Should Be Next Major 'Manned Space Flight Goal?” 
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On page 8. 

 
“PREPARING FOR battle on the softball field are leaders of two opposing teams from KSC. 
Paul Donnelly, left, is Launch Operations Manager, and George Page, right, is Chief of the 
Operations Division, Spacecraft Operations. Page's Pansies beat Donnelly's Daisies 9-4 in the 
official game, but the Daisies claim they won the, next two unofficial games.” 
 
 
 
 

From The August 28, 1969, Spaceport News 

The headline is “Petrone New Apollo Director, Assuming Gen. Phillips’ Post; 

Kapryan Takes LO Helm Here”.  A portion of the article reads “Rocco A. Petrone, KSC 

Director of Launch Operations, is preparing to assume his new duties as Apollo 

Program Director on September 1. As Director of the Apollo Program Office in 

Washington, Petrone assumes overall responsibility for direction and management of 

the Apollo manned space flight program. Dr. Kurt H Debus, KSC Center Director, 

named Walter J. Kapryan to succeed Petrone as Launch Director of the Center. 

Kapryan was Petrone’s Deputy.  

 
“ROCCO PETRONE, Dr. Kurt H. Debus and Walter Kapryan, left, carefully follow progress of 

launch of Apollo 11…”. 
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On page 4, “MOL Pilots Join Astronauts“.  The article reads “The National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration is assigning seven of the Air Force Manned 

Orbiting Laboratory aerospace research pilots to its astronaut program… 

The seven assigned to the NASA astronaut program are: Maj. Karol J. Bobko, USAF, 

32, an Air Force Academy graduate from Seaford, N.Y., the first USAF Academy 

graduate to join the astronaut ranks. Lt. Cdr. Robert L. Crippen, U.S. Navy, 32, Porter, 

Texas. Maj. Charles G. Fullerton, USAF, 31, Portland, Ore. Maj. Henry W. Hartsfield, 

Jr., USAF, 35, Birmingham, Ala. Maj. Robert F. Overmyer, U.S. Marine Corps, 33, 

Westlake, Ohio. Maj. Donald H. Peterson, USAF, 35, U.S. Military Academy graduate 

from Winona, Mississippi. Lt. Cdr. Richard H. Truly, U.S. Navy, 32, Meridian, Miss. Lt. 

Col. Albert H. Crews, USAF, from Alexandria, La., was assigned to the Flight Crew 

Operations Directorate at NASA's Manned Spacecraft Center, Houston. The seven 

additions will bring the total number of active NASA astronauts to 54.    

 

 

From The September 11, 1969, Spaceport News 

From page 1, “Down to Earth Techniques Perfected in Rollout”.  A portion of the 

article reads “…With a small yellow rope, and upright pencil and a carpenter’s L-square 

as navigational aids, the KSC transporter team placed the Apollo 12 mobile launcher 

and space vehicle precisely on the launch pad… 

The yellow rope was stretched tight the final 150 feet so that the drivers could steer the 

tracks alongside it and be assured they were on a true course. The upright pencil was 

placed in the center of the last pedestal on the east side of the pad and used… to make 

sure the three center pins on that side were in proper alignment. The L-square was 

used by a man on each pedestal to measure the actual distances the bolts and pins 

were from the holes… 

The Apollo 12 prime crew of Commander Charles Conrad, Command Module Pilot 
Richard Gordon and Lunar Module Pilot Alan Bean were on hand at Launch Complex 
39 to watch their space vehicle roll out. 

 
         “APOLLO 12 CREW – BEAN, GORDON, CONRAD” 
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On page 5. 

 
“APOLLO 13 Commander James Lovell, left, and Command Module Pilot Thomas Mattingly are 
in the command module in the altitude chamber in the MSO Building prior to going through an 
emergency egress test. Also in the spacecraft was Lunar Module Pilot Fred Haise.” 
 
 

On page 7. 

 

 

 
“SIX NORTH AMERICAN ROCKWELL Launch Operations employees received silver Snoopy 
Awards recently from. Astronaut Joe Engle, center, for their outstanding contributions to the 
Apollo program. Winners included, left to right, Earl Dunn, Allen Pedrick, Myrna Richardson, 
Donna Saban, Carl Black and Jesse Keeler. The awards are presented to employees who show 

exceptional skill and dedication to their positions in the program.” 
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From The October 9, 1969, Spaceport News  

On page 1, “Apollo 12 Awaits Fueling, CDDT Prior to Launch”.  Part of the article 

reads “The Apollo 12 space vehicle has cleared the Flight Readiness Test (FRT) and 

preparations are under way for loading hypergolic fuels… “We had a good FRT”, Apollo 

12 Test Supervisor Jim Harrington said at the completion of the test… Harrington said 

hypergolic fuels used in the Saturn V third stage auxiliary propulsion system and in the 

Apollo spacecraft will be loaded next week… 

… The prime crew for Apollo 12 - Commander Charles Conrad, Command Module Pilot 

Richard Gordon and Lunar Module Pilot Alan Bean - journey to Flagstaff, Arizona this 

week for EVA training. On Saturday, they will go to Houston for a press conference. 

Next week the astronauts will return to KSC where they will concentrate on mission 

simulations in the Flight Crew Training Facility.” 

    
On the left, “THE APOLLO 12 Lunar Module crew performed a walk-through of the tasks which 
they will perform on the lunar surface in November during a recent session in the KSC Flight 
Crew Training Building. Commander Charles Conrad Jr., left, releases equipment stored on the 
LM's Modular Equipment Stowage Assembly (MESA) while Bean descends the ladder of the 
LM.”  On the right, “ASTRONAUTS Conrad, left, and Bean practice photographic documentation 
of lunar rock samples during run through of Apollo 12…”. 
 

 
“ASTRONAUT DAVID SCOTT, center, recently presented Snoopy awards to four Grumman 
employees in recognition of their outstanding work and significant contributions to the manned 
flight program. Left to right are Tom Angello, Frank Bray, Scott, Fred Roeder and Sam Gentile.” 
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From The October 23, 1969, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Pinpoint Landing Goal for Apollo 12”.   A portion of the article reads “A 

pinpoint landing on the moon is the key to a successful 10-day mission. Although 

reaching, inspecting and taking items off of the Surveyor 3 spacecraft is a secondary 

goal of the mission, the demonstration of the ability to land near the Surveyor site is a 

top priority because future missions will require this capability… 

Commander Charles Conrad, Command Module Pilot Richard Gordon and Lunar 
Module Pilot Alan Bean will be launched from Pad A at 11:22 a.m. November 14…”. 
 
 
On page 2, “Center Making Plans To Accommodate Shuttle”.  Part of the article 

states ““Exploring the reuseable hardware and support facilities needed for an 

operational, economical space transportation system running from 60 to 100 flights per 

year from KSC by the mid 1970s is the job of Samuel T. Beddingfield, Chief, Apollo 

Program's Systems Engineering Office… "We visualize it as a two stage vehicle 

launched from the vertical position, the first stage flying back to land at the Kennedy 

Space Center, while the second stage propels the vehicle toward rendezvous and 

docking with the space base. It would offload personnel and cargo, take aboard data 

and persons who have completed tours in space and fly back to land on a jet airfield… 

Design requirements include the ability to land on a 10,000 foot long runway and 

Beddingfield said a number of landing sites-all in the KSC area are being studied…”. 

 

 

 

From the November 6, 1969, Spaceport News 

The headline is “Apollo 12 Countdown Picks Up Saturday Leading to Liftoff for 

Moon November 14”.  In part, the article reads “The pace will quicken at 7 p.m. 

Saturday when the countdown clock for Apollo 12, the nation’s second manned lunar 
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landing mission, starts moving and leads toward a T-Zero at 11:22 a.m. November 14… 

Apollo 12 is headed for the southeastern “shore” of the Ocean of Storms on the west 

side of the Moon… Lunar surface stay time is 31 and a half hours and Conrad and Bean 

are to conduct two periods of extravehicular activity, each lasting three and one-half 

hours…”. 

   
On the left, “ALAN BEAN, CHARLES CONRAD, RICHARD GORDON”.  On the right, “YANKEE 
CLIPPER ON EMBLEM”. 
 
 
 

 

From The November 20, 1969, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “How a Fast Got Switch Got Apollo 12 Off Pad on Schedule”.  In part, 

the article reads (this is condensed)“…The Apollo 12 precount began at noon Friday, 

Nov. 7. It continued with mechanical precision and a minimum of difficulty until it came 

time Wednesday morning to load the sercvice module liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen 

tanks for the fuel cells… Supercold liquid hydrogen began flowing into the fuel cell tanks 

located in the service module at about 8:30 a.m. Wednesday at T minus 40 hours… 

What happened next is best remembered by Robert B. Sieck, chief engineer for the 

Apollo 12 CSM test team. 

“We had an indication that something was wrong when we first started loading,” said 

Sieck. “The number two tank didn’t chill down like the other tank… The quantity in the 

number two tank kept dropping off. An inspection of the service module’s interior 

revealed frost on the outer shell of the tank… A preliminary indication of the number two 

tank revealed a leak in a weld between the inner and outer shell of the tank… it was 

decided to replace the ailing tank with one from the Apollo 13 spacecraft. The 13 was in 

the Manned Spacecraft Operations Building… 
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Approximately 100 bolts had to be removed to open a spacecraft panel to provide entry 

to the service module and access the tank. Electrical connections and feed lines had to 

be removed and the tank unbolted from its shelf. "The main problem was to be careful - 

there was power on the spacecraft," said Sieck. The KSC crew won its race with the 

clock and all facets of the changeout had been completed and verified within less than 

24 hours… 

It was approximately 8 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 13, when liquid hydrogen began flowing 

into the tank taken from the Apollo 13 spacecraft. First the liquid hydrogen and then the 

liquid oxygen tanks were filled. The liquids remained stable. The KSC troubleshooters 

had won their race with the clock. The fuel cells were ready for flight…”. 

 

 
        “As Apollo 12 crew suited up: From left, Gordon, Conrad, Bean” 

 
 
Also on page 1, “Nixon Visit Highlights Day“.  In part, the article reads “The launch of 

Apollo 12 came on schedule at 11:22 a.m. November 14 despite a rain-laden sky which 

drenched many of the thousands of guests on hand for the launch. Among the more 

than 5,000 guests in the stands when Apollo 12 lifted off were…President and Mrs. 

Richard M. Nixon. The Nixons later visited Firing Room 2 in the Launch Control 

Center… The President addressed the launch team: “Coming to this room brings an 

extra dimension to this great space launch that we’ve seen a moment ago,” said the 

President. “Dr. Paine, Frank Borman, Colonel Stafford and lot of my friends in this 

activity that the three who are up there couldn’t be there except for tens of thousands on 

the ground.”… President Nixon stressed the support of his administration for the 

nation’s space program… 

Walter J. Kapryan, Director of Launch Operations, at a post launch briefing. “At the time 

of liftoff the ceiling was 1,000 feet. We were within our minimums. "We had designed 

the spacecraft and the launch vehicle so that we could launch in the rain. We have 

always intended to launch in the rain if that was necessary in order to meet our window." 

Kapryan noted that aircraft reports in the last few minutes prior to launch gave no 

indication of lightning within 20 miles of the launch pad and no electrical potential. 
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"All of our minimums were satisfied," said the Launch Director. "We therefore decided to 

proceed with the launch as scheduled." A spacecraft electrical outage occurred during 

the liftoff phase ibut the crew took corrective measures immediately…”. 

Lightning struck Apollo 12 after liftoff.  That is quite a story in itself and the recovery 

from it during ascent.  The following is from Wikipedia; John “…Aaron made a call, 

"Flight, EECOM. Try SCE to Aux", which switched the SCE to a backup power supply. 

The switch was fairly obscure, and neither Flight Director Gerald riffin, CAPCOM Gerald 

Carr, nor Mission Commander Pete Conrad immediately recognized it. Lunar Module 

Pilot Alan Bean, flying in the right seat as the spacecraft systems engineer, 

remembered the SCE switch from a training incident a year earlier when the same 

failure had been simulated. Aaron's quick thinking and Bean's memory saved what 

could have been an aborted mission, and earned Aaron the reputation of a "steely-eyed 

missile man". Bean put the fuel cells back on line, and with telemetry restored, the 

launch continued successfully…”. 

Amy Teitel has a good video on YouTube about the lightning strike.  
 
 
Apollo 12 photos on pages 4 and 5. 
 

 
“The crew had guests for breakfast… They were Astronauts James McDivitt, (back to camera), 
Paul Weitz (right) and (left, facing camera) Thomas Stafford. Opposite Weitz is Chuck Tringali, 
chief of the astronaut training crew. And behind Charles Conrad, slumped against the wall, is 
"Irving," a stuffed gorilla and the Apollo 12 crew's mascot.” 
 
In the above photo, Alan Bean is between Jim McDivitt and Paul Weitz. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9i6yD2c2Jho
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“…the President congratulates launch team in firing room while Astronaut Thomas Stafford, left, 
Launch Manager Paul Donnelly, KSC Director Dr. Kurt H. Debus, Mrs. Nixon, Launch Director 
Walter J. Kapryan, right, and others listen…”. 

 
 
 
 

From The December 5, 1969, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Spaceport Awards Program Has Distince Apollo Flavor”.  Part of the article 

reads “The 1969 KSC awards ceremony had a distinct Apollo flavor. The event was 

held on the morning of November 24, with the Apollo 12, launched 10 days earlier from 

KSC, nearing Earth and its splashdown only five hours later… 

The 1969 awards were made to KSC personnel in recognition of outstanding 

achievement in the program. A feature of the awards was a new one, the Award of 

Commendation, and it becomes the highest recognition to be bestowed by the Center. 

The previous highest award, for Superior Achievement, will continue to be given. 

 
“Award recipients seated in front of Headquarters building during honors ceremonies.” 
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On page 8. 
 

 
“Carrier and Helicopter Hover Protectively as Apollo 12 Astronauts Conrad, Gordon and Bean 
Await Pickup.” 
 

Aidrcraft carrier USS Hornet (served in WWII) is the ship in the left photo.  Apollo 12 

splashed down in the Pacific Ocean, approximately 500 miles east of American Samoa.  

Hornet was the prime recovery ship for Apollo AS-202, Apollo 11 and Apollo 12.  USS 

Hornet is now a museum, in Alameda, California, and AS-202 is on display on Hornet; 

reference the USS Hornet website. 

 

On page 5, “Apollo 13 Rollout Next”.  In part, the article states KSC has launched four 

manned missions to the Moon within an II-month period and preparations are in 

advanced stages for the launch of the fifth - Apollo 13. The Apollo 13 spacecraft is to be 

mated with its launch vehicle in the Vehicle Assembly Building on December 10 and the 

space vehicle is to be moved the three and one half miles to Launch Complex 39's Pad 

A on December 15… 

Apollo 14 flight hardware is beginning to arrive at KSC as Apollo 13 is prepared for its 

move to the launch pad. The spacecraft arrived here in late November, and the S-IC 

booster, S-II and S-IVB and instrument unit of the Saturn V are to be delivered here in 

January…”. 

 
      “APOLLO 13 LUNAR MODULE AT KSC” 
 
The above photograph is in the O&C building with lunar module landing legs stowed for flight. 

https://uss-hornet.org/visit-hornet/exhibits/permanent-exhibits
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On page 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    

From The December 18, 1969, Spaceport News 

On page 4, “Dr. Mueller Pays· Final Official Visit to Spaceport”.  In part, the article 

reads “Dr. George E. Mueller - the man who directed the nation's manned space flight 

program for six years - paid his final official visit to a NASA facility when he flew to KSC 

December 10. After visiting the Marshall Space Flight Center and the Manned 

Spacecraft Center earlier, Dr. Mueller attended a luncheon for KSC wives given by Mrs. 

Kurt H. Debus, wife of the KSC Director, and met with the senior administrative staff of 

KSC in the Training Auditorium…  

The resignation of Dr. Mueller as NASA Associate Administrator for Manned Space 

Flight was effective on the day of his visit to KSC. He is joining a private industrial firm.” 

 
“DR. AND MRS. Debus host farewell for Dr. and Mrs. Mueller.” 


