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1988 Spaceport News Summary 
Notice the new banner for 1988!!!!! 

 

Followup From the 1987 Spaceport News Summary 

The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 

1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 

weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 

Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 

issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 

until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website,  The 

Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 

In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I or 

someone else provided and purple font is a hot link. 

All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary. 
 
 

Following up from the 1987 Spaceport News Summary, Emery Lamar provided more 
information about the Orbiter arresting system.  Emery provided the following: 
 
On the following page, ñPicture of Shuttle Orbiter Arresting System (SOAS) net 
deployed for pre-launch testing at Zaragoza or Moron, Spain TAL sites. The SOAS was 
installed before every Shuttle launch at TAL sites in Zaragoza & Moron, Spain and 
Banjul, The Gambia and was tested by raising then lowering the net. If a TAL landing 
was declared the net would then be raised. After launch the system was removed from 
the runway and stored until the next launch. The net was, I think 25ô 6ò high and about 
200ô across. After the drag chute parachute was installed on the Orbiter for landings, the 
Shuttle Program removed the requirement for SOAS.ò 
 
Thanks a bunch Emery!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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Shuttle Orbiter Arresting System 
 
 
 
 

From The January 1, 1988, Spaceport News 

On page 1, ñKSC rings in 1988 with optimism:ò.  A portion of the message reads 

ñKennedy Space Center officials began the new year with hope that NASA will achieve 

its goal to launch the space shuttle's new era in June, despite some rough spots in the 

schedule. In a year-end conference with news reporters, KSC Director Forrest 

McCartney praised the professionalism and enthusiasm of government and contractor 

employees who are preparing Discovery for STS-26é 

Ticking off a list of achievements in training and ground processing, McCartney called 

teamwork KSC's "single most important accomplishment" in 1987. "We have achieved a 

level of teamwork that I am extremely pleased with," he notedé "We're on the right 

track," McCartney said. "All the way up or down the skill levels, training wise we're about 

where I wanted to be, relating to picking up for the launch (of STS-26)." 

He used the solid rocket motor Assembly Test Article (ATA), one of the space center's 

more publicized training tasks, as an example. The exercise not only checked out 

redesigned booster parts but also tested workers with new assembly procedures and 

tools. It started in November and was scheduled to last four weeks, but stretched to six. 

"We did it with a great amount of care. A lot of engineering data was taken," McCartney 

reportedé 

Repeating a promise when he came to KSC 16 months ago, McCartney said, "We're 

going to be ready to fly just as soon as we can-safely; not one day earlier than we feel 

comfortable to fly from a safety standpointéò The director said workers repeatedly 
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demonstrate their understanding that quality and safety are just as important as 

deadlineséò. 

 
ñMAKING PROGRESS - A Morton Thiokol engineer hooks up instrumentation between the two 
solid rocket motor segments being used in the Assembly Test Article (ATA) exercise in High 
Bay 1 of the Vehicle Assembly Building . The segments are in position for one of two partial 
mates, in which they are not actually connected . The six-week practice session, successfully 
concluded last week, tested the redesigned boosters, workers' skills, and new assembly tools.ò 
 
 
 
 

From The January 15, 1988, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, ñDiscovery's new target: mid-Augustò.  Part of the article reads ñNASA 

officials Monday predicted a "quite modest" delay in the resumption of space shuttle 

flights - six to 10 weeks - because of problems discovered in the redesigned solid rocket 

booster which was test-fired in Decemberé During the session, NASA Administrator 

James Fletcher vowed that his decision on an official launch date would not be 

influenced by concerns about schedule conflicts with upcoming political conventions. 

"As long as I'm in this job, politics will take a back seat to safety," Fletcher declared. 

"The next launch of the space shuttle will be determined by one consideration and one 

consideration only: we will fly when we are ready."éò. 

 

Also from page 1, ñEngine in, spirits upò.  Part of the article reads ñNot only will the 

newly delivered space shuttle main engine help power Discovery on the next shuttle 

mission, but its Jan. 6 arrival also powered up morale at the Kennedy Space Center. 

"We're just excited to have the first flight engine here," said Lee Solid, Rocketdyne's 

director of launch operations at KSC. Engine 2019, the No. 1 main engine, arrived by 

truck from NASA's National Space Technology Laboratories (NSTL) in Mississippi last 
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week and was installed on Discovery last weekend. Solid said the other two engines, 

2028 and 2029, are expected to arrive later this month . He noted that engine 2019 will 

be flying for the fourth time and the other two have never flown beforeéò. 

 
ñALL SMILES - Lee Solid (smiling), Rocketdyne's director of launch operations at Kennedy 
Space Center, inspects Main Engine 2019, the first of three which will propel Discovery into 
orbit, as the engine arrives for installation in the Orbiter Processing Facility.ò 

 

One more thing on page 1. 

 

 

 

From The January 29, 1988, Spaceport News 

 
On page 2, ñAstronaut memorial unveiledò.  In part, the article reads ñFour San 
Francisco, Calif., architects will design a national tribute to America's space pioneers, 
the Astronauts Memorial Foundation announced Wednesday. Flanked by foundation 
officials, architects Paul Holt, Marc Hinshaw, Peter Pfau and Wes Jones unveiled the 
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design during simultaneous news conferences at Spaceport USA's Galaxy Theater and 
the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. The Astronauts Memorial Foundation 
sponsored the design competition and plans to spend $3-4 million for construction of the 
monument on a six-acre site near the entrance to Spaceport USAé 
 
The memorial, 50 feet wide and 40 feet high, has a mirror-finished surface of granite 
which tracks the sky, following the sun's movement. The names of 14 fallen astronauts 
are grouped by final mission and cut like stencils through the granite. Behind each 
group of names are mirrors which direct sunlight through the names toward the 
heavens. "The sky becomes the field of honor across which the heroes' names are 
emblazoned," explained architect Wes Jones. "By placing the viewer into the vastness 
of the sky, the memorial attempts to evoke a contemplative feeling that is at the same 
time charged with the grandeur of the sky itself."é 
 
The Astronauts Memorial Foundation was formed in February 1986 in the aftermath of 
the Challenger accidentéò. 
 

 
ñARCHITECT'S RENDERING - Memorial mirrors the sky, causing the names of fallen 
astronauts to "float" as if in the heavens.ò 
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On page 1, ñThree to get readyò.   
 

 
ñDWARFED by Discovery, space shuttle processing technicians on Jan. 24 finished installing 
the last of three main engines that will propel the spaceship into orbit on the STS-26 mission 
scheduled for August.ò 
 
 
 
 

From The February 12, 1988, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 4 and 5, ñKSC through the astronauts' eyesò.  In part, the article reads ñThe 
smiles follow the folks in the blue jumpsuits, as KSC workers recognize astronauts here 
for meetings, training, or to award Silver Snoopys. Astronaut visits are special - and not 
only to KSC workersé Winging in on T-38s, the astronauts get a unique perspective on 
America's gateway to the stars, according to STS-26 Pilot Dick Covey. "This is where it 
all happens!" he exclaims. "I get excited when I come in over Orlando and I look out and 
see the VAB and the pad and everything out here."é Seeing those reminders of what 
it's all about provides the astronauts with a "good stimulus," mission Commander Rick 
Hauck addsé 
 
"In Houston, we have simulators - but we don't have flight hardware," Hauck explains 
during a recent KSC visit. But here, he continues, astronauts have the chance for 
hands-on contact with the orbiters. "Like today, we went over in the OPF and climbed 
around in Discovery. You see the hardware and it makes that connection, and then you 
lean over and say to each other 'We're really going to do this, aren't we?" Hauck says, 
shooting a sideways glance at Covey. Suddenly, they look like 10-year-old boys who've 
found hidden treasureé 
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Appreciative of the day in, day out support from KSC workers, Hauck and Covey say 
that to them, visiting KSC is "exciting." Everywhere they see reminders of what the hard 
work is all about: launch dayéò. 
 

   
On the left, ñHAUCK, COVEY in trainerò.  On the right, ñPRESSING FLESH with Coveyò. 

 
 
On page 7, ñShuttle solids clear review, KSC eager to stackò. 
 

 
 
In part, the article states ñKennedy Space Center has received its first shipment of segments of 
the solid rocket motors which will boost Discovery from the launch pad later this yearé A major 
program review, prompted by difficulties with the space shuttle flight hardware, was concluded 
Jan. 25 and cleared the way for the delivery of the aft segmentsé 
 
Rear Adm. Richard Truly, associate administrator for space flight, said the review is proof that 
NASA has "struck the proper balance'' between safety and schedules as it recovers from the 
Challenger accidenté Truly made the statement when he announced the new August launch 
plans for STS-26 and a new schedule of test-firings for the redesigned solid rocket motors 
(SRMs)é 
 
"The performance of the entire NASA/contractor team ... during the conduct of this major review 
of the entire shuttle recovery program has been outstanding," Truly saidéò. 
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ñMAKING SURE- USBI technicians examine one of the two aft skirt segments of the solid rocket 
boosters being readied for ST5-26, after an ultrasonic inspection at KSC revealed a flaw in a 
weld on the cone-shaped section. The skirt was cleared for flight after NASA officials said the 
exam confirmed that there was no cause for concern. (USBI Photo)ò 
 
 
 
 

From The February 26, 1988, Spaceport News 

 
On page 6, ñAstronauts pay regular visitsò.  Part of the article reads ñIf you think 
you've just seen an astronaut stroll by your work area -you're probably right. The 
astronauts are working hard to get acquainted with KSC workers and their roles in 
shuttle missions. Through the Manned Flight Awareness program, flight crew members 
are scheduled to visit work sites once a weeké 
 
The visitsé give the astronauts a chance to get to know the people better, and to 
become more fully aware of the contributions of the KSC team.'' Astronaut Kathy 
Thornton agrees. "I'm learning a lot more about the specific jobs people do here to 
directly support the program,'' she said. Last week, Thornton visited Fire Station 2, 
operated by EG&G Floridaé 
 
During Thornton's visit, an instructor for a group of new firefighters stopped class to 
bring his team into the meeting area. Noting that the rookies had never met an 
astronaut, he asked Thornton if she would mind talking to them. In a few seconds, 
Thornton was surrounded by firefighters eager to talk to her and shake hands with an 
astronaut. Relaxed and cordial, Thornton answered questions about her job, and, in 
tum, asked about theirs. Afterwards, a beaming John Moore said, ''This really brings it 
all into perspective. It's not just technical and hardware stuff we're working with - this is 
really all about people."é 
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ñNOT JUST HARDWARE - Spaceflight is "all about people," says firefighter John Moore, who 
greets astronaut Kathy Thornton.ò 

 
 
On page 8, ñBooster passes another testò.  A portion of the article reads ñNASA's 
redesigned solid rocket motor test program chalked up another success with the test 
firing of the Transient Pressure Test Article (TPTA) Feb. 11 at Marshall Flight Center, 
Huntsville, Ala. Termed a "100 percent successful test'' by John McCarty, director of 
Marshall's Propulsion Laboratory, the TPTA firing included intentional flaws that allowed 
hot exhaust gas to reach the o-rings. The TPTA is a short stack consisting of three full-
size solid motor segments stacked vertically to form two redesigned field joints, 
redesigned factory joints and a redesigned case-to-nozzle joint. The objective of the 
TPT A test program is to evaluate the effects of ignition transients and external loads on 
the redesigned SRM joints and sealsé.ò. 
 
 
 
 

From The March 13, 1988, Spaceport News  

 
On page 1, ñBoosters reach KSCò.  In part, the article reads ñLast week the clock 

began counting down to the launch of STS-26 as the left aft solid rocket motor segment 

arrivedé The segment arrived March 2 at the Rotation Processing and Surge Facility 

(RPSF) and was mated to the aft skirt a few days later. Technicians are currently 

''building up" the aft boosteré The day after the buildup is complete, March 25, the aft 

booster will be transferred to the Vehicle Assembly Building to begin the stacking 

sequenceé 

Stacking and closeouts of the flight segments in High Bay 3 of the VAB is scheduled to 

be completed the last day of April. Mating the shuttle's external tank to the boosters is 

planned for the next day. Discovery is scheduled to be mated to the tank and boosters 
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on May 15. Nine days later, the space shuttle vehicle is scheduled to lumber down the 

crawlerway to Launch Pad 39Béò. 

 
ñTHE COUNTDOWN BEGINS ï Technicians prepare the STS-26 left aft segment for 
processing in the Rotation Processing and Surge Facility. Booster processing for flight kicked off 
with the segment's timely arrival on March 2.ò 
 

Booster stacking for Artemis 1 is currently scheduled to start mid-November of this year.  

Booster preparation in the RPSF is largely complete, very similar to what was 

performed for STS-26 and stacking in the VAB will also be similar, with the addition of 

one segment to the left and right boosters.  One change will be the use of one of the 

VAB 325 ton cranes for stacking versus the heritage 250 ton crane used for STS-26.  Of 

note, the subject 250 ton crane is still in use.   

 

On page 8, ñNASA to buy second shuttle carrierò.  Part of the article reads ñBoeing 

Military Airplane Co., a division of The Boeing Company of Seattle, Wash., will modify a 

Boeing 747-100 jetliner to serve as NASA's second space shuttle carrier aircraft (SCA). 

Having two SCAs will increase transportation capabilities and eliminate a potential 

single-point failure in the space shuttle system, officials saidéò. 

Wikipedia has a good read about the shuttle carrier aircraft.  Getting ahead of things, 

Wikipedia states the first carrier aircraft, ñéa Boeing 747-123 registered N905NA, was 

originally manufactured for American Airlines. With the drop in air traffic and failure to fill 

the 747's, American Airlines sold it to NASA. Upon testing, it still wore the visible 

American cheatlines while testing Enterprise in the 1970séBy 1983, SCA N905NA no 

longer carried the distinct American Airlines tricolor cheatline. NASA replaced it with its 

own livery, consisting of a white fuselage and a single blue cheatlineé In 1988, in the 

wake of the Challenger accident, NASA procured a surplus 747SR-46 from Japan 

Airlines. Registered N911NA, it entered service with NASA in 1990é  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shuttle_Carrier_Aircraft
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Shuttle Carrier N911NA retired on February 8, 2012 after its final mission to the Dryden 

Flight Research Facility at Edwards Air Force Base in Palmdale, California, and was 

used as a source of parts for NASA's Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared 

Astronomy (SOFIA) aircraft, another modified Boeing 747. N911NA is now preserved 

and on display at the Joe Davies Heritage Airpark in Palmdale, Californiaé  

Shuttle Carrier N905NA was used to ferry the retired Space Shuttles to their respective 

museums. After delivering Endeavour to the Los Angeles International Airport in 

September 2012, the aircraft was flown to the Dryden Flight Research Facilityé In 

2013, a decision was made to preserve N905NA and display it at Space Center 

Houston with the mockup shuttle Independence mounted on its back. N905NA was 

flown to Ellington Field where it was carefully dismantled, ferried to the Johnson Space 

Center in seven major pieces (a process called The Big Move), reassembled, and finally 

mated with the replica shuttle in August 2014...ò. 

The following photos and captions are from Wikipedia. 

 
ñShuttle Carrier Aircraft N905NA, in American Airlines livery, with Enterprise in 1978.ò 
 

      

On the left, ñN911NA sits on display at the Joe Davies Heritage Airpark in Palmdale, California, 
in June 2015.ò  On the right, ñN905NA on display with mockup Space 
Shuttle Independence at Space Center Houston.ò 
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From The March 25, 1988, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, ñSRB stacking set to startò.  A portion of the article reads ñEngineers and 
technicians at KSC are feeling more than the normal exhilaration of spring this year as 
the final elements of flight hardware for STS-26 arrive and are prepared for flight. All the 
redesigned solid rocket motor segments for the STS-26 flight are now on center, the 
revised procedures for stacking the new boosters are ready and final aft booster 
''buildup'' activities are under way on the first segment to be stackedé Stacking the first 
of two 149-foot-tall boosters is scheduled to begin the end of the month in the Vehicle 
Assembly Buildingé 
 
In addition, for the first time in a space shuttle launch flow, a SRB stacking readiness 
review was held this week in the Launch Control Center. Shuttle and SRM managers 
from KSC, Marshall Space Flight Center, Johnson Space Center and NASA 
Headquarters discussed the status of the booster hardware stacking requirements, 
equipment and procedures. The review verified that KSC is ready for stackup when the 
planned work contraints are completedéò. 
 

 
ñBOTTOM'S UP- Morton Thiokol technicians offload one of the two STS-26 solid rocket booster 
nozzles from its rail car in the Rotation, Processing and Surge Facilityéò. 

 
 
 
 

From the April 8, 1988, Spaceport News 
 
On page 9, ñThe dome wasnôt built in a dayò.  In part, the article reads ñFor about a 
week in March, Kennedy Space Center's only geodesic dome was the site of an 
unusual project designed by EG&G's Structural Engineering Department. Worker's from 
EG&G shops, Ivey's Steel Erectors Inc. of Merritt Island and Charter Industries of 
Raleigh, N.C., replaced the roof of the Launch Complex 39 Press Site landmarkéò. 
 



Page 13 
 

 
 
The first dome at the Press Site was from the 1976 bicentennial exposition at KSC.  
About the KSC Press Site, Wikipedia states ñéDuring the Apollo program, the NASA 
news center was located in Cocoa Beach. To provide on-site public affairs offices, 
a Charter-Sphere dome from the Third Century America exhibition near the VAB during 
the United States Bicentennial in 1976 was later moved to the mound. In 1983, it was 
replaced by a larger dome; and a permanent building, the current KSC News Center, 
replaced that dome in December 1995é The grandstand, built in 1967, was torn down 
following damage from Hurricane Frances in September 2004éò. 
 
 
On page 10, ñWhat's in a name? Challenger spiritò.  Part of the article reads ñSeeking 
to "capture the spirit of America's mission in space," NASA and the Council of Chief 
State School Officers have asked the nation's students to suggest a name for the fourth 
space shuttle orbiter.  In a March 30 announcement, officials of the two agencies invited 
teachers to enter their students in a contest to name the orbiter, designated OV 105, 
which is under construction at Rockwell International in California. The orbiter will 
replace Challengeré The new orbiter is scheduled for completion in April 1991 and for 
its first flight in early 1992é.ò. 
 
 
Also on page 10, ñBooster stacking begins for shuttle's return to flightò.  In part, the 
article states ñA milestone leading to the next space shuttle launch was passed last 
month when space center workers began stacking the redesigned solid rocket boosters 
that will help lift Discovery off the launch pad in August. The left aft segment is now 
bolted to the Mobile Launcher Platform (MLP) and workers prepared the left aft center 
segment for stacking this week.  
 
Meanwhile, workers in the Rotation, Processing and Surge Facility are preparing the 
other left hand segments for stacking and "building up" the right hand aft booster. 
Workers will stack the four segments of Discovery's left SRB first then begin putting its 
twin right SRB together. This process is scheduled to take a little over a monthé 
 
The next event leading to the STS-26 launch is mating Discovery's external tank to the 
solid rocket boosters in Mayéò. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Launch_Complex_39_Press_Site


Page 14 
 

 
ñSTACKING BEGINS- Discovery's left aft solid rocket motor segment waits in the VAB transfer 
aisle while technicians prepare it for mating with the aft center segment.ò  

 
 
 
 

From The April 22, 1988, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, ñLong-awaited OPF Annex Addition opensò.  A portion of the article reads 
ñThe Orbiter Processing Facility Annex Addition joined a growing inventory of new and 
improved work places April 7é Noting that the $3 million facility is only one in a series 
of planned improvements, KSC Director Forrest McCartney called the OPF Annex 
Addition "a significant milestone in the space program's move forward."é McCartney 
said the OPF Annex Addition is only the start of his "push for improved facilities both in 
the near-term and far-term to improve working conditions at KSCéò. 
 

 
ñCUTIING THE RIBBON - KSC Director Forrest S. McCartney handles huge scissors to snip the 
strip. Looking on are, from left, Bob Everette, OPF site manager; Doug Sargent, Lockheed's 
shuttle processing contract manager; and Jim Towles, KSC's director of facilities engineering.ò 
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In the above, from Google Maps, the OPF Annex is circled in red.  The VAB is just out 
of view on the right.  OPF 1 is the building on the left and OPF 2 is on the right, currently 
used for the USAF X-37 Program.  The below is the frontage on OPF 1, from a photo I 
took a few years back. 
 

 
 
 
From page 2, the caption for the photo on the following page is ñTHE LEADING EDGE- 
Tip Talone, STS-26 flow director, points out progress in flight preparations to astronaut 
candidate Mae Jemison as she and her fellow candidates tour the Orbiter Processing 
Facility April 13. Workers are installing protective coverings on the leading edge of 
Discovery's port wing.ò 
 
Mae Jemison subsequently flew on STS-47, in March 1992.  There is a good read about 
Mae on Wikipedia. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mae_Jemison
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On pages 3 and 4, ñSurfin' KSC,  Boardsailors have that wind blown lookò. A portion 
of the article states ñThe topic is windsurfmg, and the interview is with Keith Notary, a 
28-year-old mechanical engineer with Lockheed Space Operations Coé His words 
reveal the general location of his favorite windsurfing spot. They also advertise the fact 
that Notary is among 200 or so - a small but growing number - of Kennedy Space 
Center employees who release the tensions of shuttle flight preparation by riding 
surfboards with sailsé 
 
Notary shares a cubicle in Complex G with about a dozen other engineers - half of 
whom windsurf, or like to say they can.  "We've got a windsock right outside here," 
confides one of Notary's coworkers. "Whenever the wind is up, we're looking at it," says 
28-year-old Mark Nappi of Lockheed, "and we're trying to decide whether to work over 
or go home on time." 
 
Notary, recognized as one of the most skilled boardsailors in Brevard County, is 
respected by many of the less-experienced here. Joel Reynolds, chief of KSC's safety 
operations division, is among those who look up to Notary. "Did you know he makes his 
own boards and sails?" asks Reynolds, 45, who admits he does gaze longingly out the 
window of his Headquarters office each time a breeze rustles the palm trees. ''Once you 
get out on the water you don't think about anything else,'' explains Reynolds. "You get 
totally, physically worn out. Then you get a good night's sleep and go in to work 
refreshed the next day." 
 
Notary, Nappi, Reynolds, and NASA fire suppression systems engineer Woody Rice 
have found in boardsailing a healthy way to reduce stress.  "I don't want to make it 
sound like working at KSC is more stressful than any other job. But every professional 
needs a time to himself, and windsurfing is really my way of getting away,'' explains the 
30-year-old Riceéò. 
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ñKEITH NOTARY . . . in a barrel roll offshore Jetty Park, (seated) discussing orbiter mechanics 
with fellow worker and beginning boardsailor Don Hammel of Lockheed.ò 

 
 
On page 5. 
 

 
ñTANKING UP- The external tank scheduled to fuel the STS-27 launch of Atlantis is moved into 
a storage cell at the Vehicle Assembly Building March 30. Workers began preparing ET-23 for 
flight last week.ò 
 
From the photo, I asked Armando Oliu about the ET going back end first in to the VAB and the 
answer is, that is how the ET was towed in.  In addition, Armando provided some great 
information about ET-23 and STS-27, as follows, in quotes: 
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ñTo add a bit on the ET in the photoé.  Since it was the ET destined for STS-27R, I am 

certain I was on that offload.  I was on most offloads from 1988 to 1994.  If memory 

serves my correctly, that was ET-23, which was out at VAFB for years.  It was used as 

the test fit ET used with OV-101.  Then demated and was getting ready to be used for 

the first VAFB flight.  Post Challenger and cancellation of VAFB launches it was sent 

back to MAF for all the post 51-L mods.  When got it here it looked like it had been shot 

up with shotgun blasts.   There were so many repairs all over the surface.   

When OV-104 returned from STS-27R it had the most tile damages ever.  Over 700 

total hits with one major one on the chime area that included a complete tile loss and 

slumping on adjourning tiles.  104 also had structural heating evidence on the metal 

surface.  Pretty lucky the missing tile area had a structural attachment in that very 

area.  Initially there was thought the repairs on the ET may have contributed but alas 

almost all of the larger tile damages had SRB fwd skirt insulating paint in the tiles.  As 

was observed on SRB post flight, both booster fwd skirts had lost a lot of thick 

paint.  Transport analysis was showing that in order to create such damage the paint 

was most likely coming off well into flight (close to SRB sep).  No land base camera 

could see that.   

Investigations found errors in surface prep.  Corrected prior to next flight, but an attempt 

was made to get better imagery closer to SRB separation.  Resulted in the USAF taking 

the challenge of capturing the Shuttle ascent from a U2 aircraft.  Although it did not 

provide much engineering data from a debris analysis standpoint, it did produce some 

very interesting and unique images of liftoff and ascent.ò 

Thanks a bunch Armando!!!!!  

 
 
 
 

From The May 6, 1988, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, ñBooster bore inspector's path is straight, narrowò.  In part, the article 
reads ñWhen heôs asked to describe his job, Jeff Tuttle jokingly calls himself ñthe most 
expendable person in the space program.ò Actually, this 30-year-old Morton Thiokol 
engineer is probably one of the most important.  Tuttle goes inside the space shuttleôs 
solid rocket boosters to make sure the joints are assembled properly. ñI verify that each 
field joint has a good seal,ò, says Tuttle, an expert on the boostersô improved 
insulationé 
 
Whatôs it like to be suspended from a crane and lowered down the five-foot diamter bore 
of a booster filled with 1.1 million pounds of live propelant? ñLetôs say the first time you 
go down, it has your full attention,ò Tuttle answers. Tuttle's biggest fear is static 
electricity. To avoid creating static charge, he wears 100-percent cotton garments under 
anti-static, flame-retardant coveralls. Special wrist bands drain off his body's natural 
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charge through ground cables. Once he's outfitted, spotters give him the once-over with 
an electrostatic discharge meter. "Ater all that's done, I feel pretty secure," says Tuttle, 
who estimates he's made at least 20 of the 30-minute bore entries since Morton Thiokol 
began remodeling the booster in 1986éò.   
 

   
ñJEFF TUTTLE . . . Morton Thiokol engineer enters the bore of Discovery booster for an 
inspection.ò 

 
 
On pages 6, ñShuttle excitement buildsò.  A portion of the article states ñA visit from 
the STS-26 prime crew helped to build return-to-flight excitement for Kennedy Space 
Center's shuttle team. The astronauts who will return the space shuttle to flight 
inspected Orbiter Discovery during a successful crew equipment interface test last 
weekendé Getting ready to fly, STS-26 Commander Rick Hauck, pilot Dick Covey, and 
mission specialists Dave Hilmers, Mike Lounge and George "Pinky" Nelson practiced in-
flight maintenance tasks during the crew equipment interface test last weekend. 
"overall, the flight crew was pleased and no significant problems were reported," 
officials said.ò 
 

 
ñCREW ARRIVES - The STS-26 astronauts arrive at the Shuttle Landing Facility April 30 for a 
weekend practice session. From left are Rick Hauck, Commander; Dick Covey, pilot; and Mike 
Lounge, Dave Hilmers and George "Pinky" Nelson, missions specialists.ò 


