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1989 Spaceport News Summary 
Notice the new banner for 1989, actually two for the year, as the banner changed in 

April!!!!! 

 

Followup From the 1988 Spaceport News Summary 

The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 

1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 

weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 

Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 

issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 

until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website,  The 

Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 

In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I or 

someone else provided and purple font is a hot link. 

All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary. 
 
 

Following up from the 1988 Spaceport News Summary, Matt Henry provided more 
information about the Orbiter arresting system.  Matt provided the following:  “…the 
SOAS, Shuttle Orbiter Arresting System… In addition to Spain and Banjul, we also 
installed them in Morocco, Guam & Oahu Hawaii.”… 
 
Thanks a bunch Matt!!!!! 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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From The January 13, 1989, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Preparations continue for Discovery's launch:”.  A portion of the article 

reads “Preparations continued for the launch of Discovery in February, with STS-29 

Mission Specialists Robert Springer and James Bagian visiting KSC early in January for 

payload checkouts. A major milestone was accomplished Dec. 16, when workers 

completed stacking of the external tank and the solid rocket boosters. Still ahead is the 

Flight Readiness Review, scheduled for Feb. 8-9 at KSC… 

The current KSC internal assessment shows Feb. 23 as an estimated launch date. 

Rollout to Launch Pad 39B is targeted for Jan. 26… Post-flight analysis from the STS-

27 flight of Atlantis continues… .…members of the STS-27 tile damage analysis team 

are studying potential causes of tile damage on Atlantis during its flight A total of 707 

impacts on the tiles were discovered after flight. The team's report is due this month.”  

 
Also on page 1, “STS-29 crew patch released”.  In part, the article reads “The STS-29 

patch was designed to capture and represent the energy and dynamic nature of this 

nation's space program as America continues to look to the future. The folded ribbon 

border, the first of its kind in the Shuttle patch series, gives a sense of three dimensional 

depth to the emblem. The stylistic orbital maneuvering system burn symbolized the 

powerful forward momentum of the Shuttle and a continuing determination to explore 

the frontiers of space. The colors of the U.S. flag are represented in the patch's basic 

red, white and blue background. In the border, the seven stars between the STS29 crew 

names are a tribute to the crew of Challenger.  

The STS-29 mission will be commanded by Capt. Michael L. Coats, U.S. Navy, and 

piloted by Col. John E. Blaha, U.S. Air Force. Mission specialists are Col. James F. 

Buchli, U.S. Marine Corps, Col. Robert C. Springer, U.S. Marine Corps, and Dr. James 

P. Bagian. Their primary objective is to deploy a third Tracking and Data Relay Satellite. 

They are scheduled to fly aboard Discovery in February. 

A color version of the mission patch is on the right, from Wikipedia. 
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On page 3, "New security headquarters opens at KSC”.  Part of the article reads “For 
the first time in Kennedy Space Center's history, the center has a permanent security 
patrol headquarters. The 10,900-square-foot security building, which was dedicated 
Dec. 6, 1988, will house 60 full-time security personnel. The building includes space for 
administrative work areas, a meeting room, a communications room, a holding cell, dog 
kennels, a weapons loading area and a storage room. The new headquarters is located 
on a 3.7- acre tract at the northeast corner of Contractor and Schwartz roads…”. 
 

 
“NEW BUILDING- Center Director Forrest McCartney speaks to reporters and KSC workers in 
front of the new security headquarters during the dedication ceremony Dec. 6, 1988. The 
building is KSC's first permanent security patrol headquarters. Ernie Anderson, left, of EG&G 
Florida's Security Services, and his canine partner, were among the audience.” 
 
 
 
 

From The January 27, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “KSC honors “Return to Flight” achievements”.  This issue of the 

Spaceport News is dedicated to STS-26 return to flight awards, with lots of photos.  Part 

of the article reads “The Kennedy Space Center team that put America back in space 

was honored in a special “Return to flight” awards ceremony Jan. 19 in the Galaxy 

Theatre at Spaceport USA. Center Director Forrest S. McCartney said that the return to 

manned space flight was “an outstanding triumph by a group of skilled dedicated 

people.”… 

Read Admiral Richard M. Truly, NASA’s associate administrator for space flight, came 

to KSC for the ceremony, in honoring the KSC team. Truly said that the awards saluted 

“those Americans, NASA and contractor, and DOD, who have grieved so deeply, strived 

so hard and achieved so much.”… 

More than 200 awards, representing recognition for more than 2,000 KSC workers were 

presented…”. 
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From The February 10, 1989, Spaceport News 

 
On page 1, “Discovery rolls to the pad”.  In part, the article reads “KSC workers 
accomplished two major milestones recently as the Space Shuttle Discovery rolled to 
Launch Pad 39B, and the STS-29 launch team and crew practiced launch countdown 
procedures. The orbiter left the VAB at 6:18 a.m. Feb. 3 on its 4.2-mile trip to the pad… 
 
Moving smoothly from rollout to the Countdown Demonstration Test, the KSC launch 
team supported the STS-29 crew with prelaunch briefings, safety training, and the dress 
rehearsal countdown. The crew arrived here Feb. 5 for two days of prelaunch activities. 
Mission Commander Michael L. Coats praised the KSC team, saying, "we know how 
hard everybody's been working . . . we certainly appreciate all the work that's been 
done."… 
 

 
“ROLLOUT of Discovery from the Vehicle Assembly Building starts right before dawn.” 

 
 
On page 6, “Flying colors”.  The caption for the photo on the next page is “VETERANS 
HONORED- Astronaut Robert "Hoot" Gibson presents a POW-MIA flag to members of 
the VFW Post FL-3 of Crystal River during a ceremony at Spaceport USA. The flag was 
flown on STS-27 "to bring the issue to society that we need to bring our soldiers home," 
said Gary Smith, Vietnam Veterans of Brevard. According to Smith, about 2,400 
soldiers have not returned from Vietnam and have not been accounted for. From left, 
are Smith; Jimmy Shields and Warren Stines, VFW Post FL-3; and Gibson, who flew 
combat missions during the VIetnam War. Four out of the five astronauts on STS-27 
were Vietnam veterans.” 
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On page 8, “KSC offers tribute”.  In part, the article reads “The Challenger crew of the 

51-L mission was again honored this year as KSC personnel remembered their courage 

and dedication. "We won't forget the sacrifice made by these seven fallen heroes some 

three years ago. We promised them that we would push on in the years to come, to fly 

the Space Shuttle again, to continue in the exploration of space, as they wanted us to," 

KSC Center Director Forrest S. McCartney said in a tribute Jan. 27. On Jan. 28, flags 

were lowered to half-staff at 11:38 a.m. and KSC fell silent for 73 seconds to remember 

what McCartney termed "our lost friends."… 

In speaking of the Challenger crew, McCartney rededicated KSC to the pursuit of 

excellence, saying, "their dream is our dream. We will achieve it together - dedicating 

ourselves to excellence in pursuit of our national space goals." 

 

 
 

From The February 24, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Team meets challenge of replacing turbopumps”.  In part, the article 
reads “Technicians at Launch Pad 39-B recently met a challenging goal in the Shuttle 
program - removing and replacing the high pressure oxidizer turbopumps on 
Discovery's three main engines in time to launch Mission STS-29 by mid-March. 
 
"Rocketdyne technicians have performed a tremendous job in replacing the turbopumps 
at the pad. The whole effort went very smooth and I think everyone is pleased. Because 
of the dedication of the team, we are able to make the most of our Shuttle schedule 
options," said Jim Harrington, Shuttle Operations director. Analysis of cracks in one of 
Atlantis' oxidizer turbopumps prompted a management decision to replace the pumps… 
 
An official launch date for STS-29 will be set at the Flight Readiness Review, scheduled 
for March 2 and 3. Shuttle program managers will meet here at KSC for the intensive 
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two-day review. Discovery's eighth mission will last for five days and will end with a 
landing at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. The primary objective of the mission will be to 
deploy the Tracking and Data Relay Satellite-D. which will replace TDRS-1…”. 
 

 
“STS-29 Commander Michael L. Coats, right, and Mission Specialist James F. Buchli visit 
Launch Pad 39-B to inspect work on Discovery.” 

 
 
On page 2, “Rotary salutes space center teamwork”.  A portion of the article states 

“The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement Foundation of Houston, Texas, 

recently honored two NASA leaders for their contribution to the success of STS-26 in 

September 1988. KSC Launch Director Bob Sieck received the group's Stellar Award, 

while Rear Adm. Richard H. Truly, Associate Administrator for Space Flight, received 

the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement… Using the analogy of a football 

coach who receives a Super Bowl trophy, Sieck said, "while I'm honored to have the 

award, I feel that I'm just a representative of the team… 

In further recognition of the Kennedy Space Center effort, Aviation Week and Space 

Technology magazine awarded the 1988 Aerospace Laurels Award to the Shuttle 

Mission 26 Industry Government Team…”. 

 
                         Bob Sieck 
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On page 6. 

 

 
“ASTRONAUTS for STS-29 visited KSC recently to participate in the Countdown Demonstration 
Test. From left are: Pilot John E. Blaha, Mission Specialist James P. Bagian, Commander 
Michael L. Coats and Mission Specialists Robert C. Springer and James F. Buchli. The mock 
countdown gave the launch team and crew an opportunity to simulate launch and emergency 
egress procedures. The mission is targeted for mid-March.” 
 
 
 
 

From The March 10, 1989, Spaceport News 

 
From page 1, “Workers gear up for launch”.  Part of the article reads “Work continues 
on Space Shuttle Discovery at Launch Pad 39B as the launch team prepares for the 
upcoming STS-29 mission. The launch of Discovery and its five member crew is 
scheduled for no earlier than Monday, March 13… The launch window on March 13 will 
open at 8:07 a.m. and close at 10:37 a.m. EST…”. 
 

 
“TECHNICIANS load space suits into the orbiter Discovery for the STS-29 mission.” 
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Also on page 1, “NASA announces key personnel moves”.  In part, the article reads 
“Two key NASA managers are moving into new phases of their careers at KSC. Jay F. 
Honeycutt, deputy manager of the National Space Transportation System Program 
office located at Johnson Space Center, will transfer to KSC and assume the role of 
Director of STS Management and Operations. That position has been held by KSC 
Deputy Director Thomas E. Utsman, who has been functioning in a dual capacity since 
1986. Utsman has been selected by NASA Headquarters to attend a prestigious 
Harvard Business School program…”. 
 

   
 
 

On page 3, “Flag to fly aboard orbiter Discovery”.  Part of the article reads “The STS-

29 crew will carry into space an American flag that hung in bay 1 of the Orbiter 

Processing Facility. The crew asked if they could carry the flag aboard Discovery as a 

way of showing their appreciation to all the workers in the OPF… After the mission, 

STS-29 flight crew members will present the flag to the employees in OPF bay 1, where 

it will be proudly displayed. The flag had been hanging behind the operations desk for 

almost a year… A flag also is hanging in OPF bay 2, where Atlantis is being 

processed…”. 

 
“STS-29 Mission Specialist Robert Springer accepts an American flag to be flown aboard 
Discovery from Lockheed site division manager Stan Paris. Mission Specialist James Bagian, 
left, and NASA Operations engineer Jennifer Webb look on.” 
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On page 8. 
 

 
“STS-29 CREW PORTRAIT - Discovery's astronauts pose for their official portrait. From left, 
Mission Specialist James P. Bagian, Pilot John E. Blaha, Mission Specialist Robert C. Springer, 
Commander Michael L. Coats and Mission Specialist James F. Buchli.” 
 

 
 
 

From The March 24, 1989, Spaceport News  

 
On page 1, “STS-29 mission sets the pace”.  In part, the article reads “While the 
nation still basks in the glow of the successful STS-29 mission, Kennedy Space Center 
is preparing for its next Shuttle launch in late April. At press time, Atlantis was 
scheduled to roll to the launch pad early Wednesday morning, March 22… The launch 
of Discovery at 9:57 a.m., March 13, set the pace for KSC this year. "It's a good start for 
the year-we are looking forward to the long launch season," said Launch Director Bob 
Sieck… Discovery touched down at 9:35 a.m. EST, March 18, at Edwards Air Force 
Base, Calif….”. 
 

 
“SPACE SHUTTLE Discovery is launched on mission STS-29 from Pad 39B at 9:57 a.m., 
March 13.” 
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On page 6, “Atlantis next to fly”.   The article states “The orbiter Atlantis is lifted in the 

Vehicle Assembly Building's transfer aisle on March 12. Atlantis is targeted to lift off with 

the Magellan spacecraft April 28 on mission STS-30. The spacecraft will be deployed 

and set on its journey to Venus where it will map the planet's surface. Magellan will be 

the first planetary mission launched from NASA's manned Space Shuttle.” 

 

 

Also on page 6, “Former NASA astronaut replaces ESMC commander”.  Part of the 

articles states “Former NASA astronaut Col. Roy D. Bridges is scheduled to replace 

Col. Lawrence L. Gooch as Eastern Space and Missile Center commander today in a 

ceremony at Patrick Air Force Base… Bridges was the Space Shuttle pilot on STS 51-F, 

an eight-day Spacelab 2 mission launched from Kennedy Space Center July 29, 1985… 

Bridges was selected as an astronaut candidate in May 1980. Most recently, Bridges 

was the commander for the Air Force Flight Test Center’s 6510th Test Wing, Edwards 

Air Force Base, Calif…”. 

 
 
 

From The April 7, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Work on Atlantis continues at the pad”.  A portion of the article reads 
“Space Shuttle Atlantis and the Magellan probe are poised for liftoff, as astronauts and 
the launch team perform crucial pre-launch activities.  On Tuesday, Mission Specialists 
Mary L. Cleave and Mark C. Lee flew to KSC for a spacecraft readiness check The two 
astronauts asked to participate in the test, which verifies electrical connections between 
the orbiter, the Magellan spacecraft, and the inertial upper stage booster for Magellan… 
 
Atlantis was rolled out to Launch Pad 39B March 22… The Flight Readiness Review is 
scheduled for April 13 and 14, with the official launch date set at the conclusion of the 
meeting. The current target date is April 28…”. 
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“SPACE SHUTTLE ATLANTIS WAITS for its launch at Pad 39B. The orbiter arrived at the pad 
March 22 and is scheduled to lift off April 28.” 

 
 
Also on page 1, “NASA administrator bids farewell”.  Part of the article reads 
“Outgoing NASA Administrator Dr. Jim Fletcher said goodbye to what he termed "the 
best team in the world, period" during a farewell visit to KSC March 30… Fletcher, who 
is retiring from his second term as NASA administrator-the first was from 1971-1977- 
said that the agency is in "pretty good shape right now."… 
 
Deputy Administrator Dale Myers, who is also leaving NASA, concurred with Fletcher's 
commendation for KSC workers... Before Fletcher and Myers left, McCartney presented 
mementos on behalf of the KSC team. Fletcher received a special disk, bearing the 
KSC logo, that had flown aboard STS-26. Myers' remembrance was a belt buckle with a 
rock from the crawler pathway to the pad…”. 
 

 
“NASA ADMINISTRATOR Dr. James Fletcher says goodbye to Kennedy Space Center March 
30. The disk he is holding was flown on STS-26 and is a special memento from the KSC team.” 
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From page 2, “First woman commentator for Shuttle launch debuts”.  In part, the 

article reads “A Kennedy Space Center public information officer made history during 

Discovery's launch last month. Lisa Malone became the first female commentator to 

describe liftoff for the manned space program. 

The milestone was simply “a small part of the job,” according to Malone, who tracks the 

processing of the three Space Shuttle orbiters and other vehicle elements. She attends 

various meetings on center, and then translates the technical jargon and acronyms into 

written Shuttle status reports for the media. This experience came in handy when she 

was doing the launch countdown commentary from the firing room. Part of the job 

involved listening to managers and engineers through headphones to keep informed 

about the Shuttle's status as the count proceeded down to liftoff… 

A past assignment for Malone included editing Spaceport News for three years. Her first 

NASA experience was as a cooperative education student from the University of 

Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Ala. Malone joined NASA full-time in 1984, after graduating from 

the university with a bachelor’s degree in journalism.”… 

 
“LISA MALONE listens to managers and engineers through headphones in the firing room to 
hear their comments about Discovery's progress. During STS-29, she became the first female 
launch commentator for the Space Shuttle.” 

 
The following is a video/audio montage of some of Lisa’s Shuttle Launch Countdown 
commentary.  A biography of Lisa is at this site.  A Google search shows Lisa on the   
University of Central Florida Nicholson School of Communication and Media Advisory 
Board. 
 
 
On page 6, “Discovery returns to KSC”.  The caption for the photo on the following 
page is “STS-29 MISSION IS COMPLETE- A view from the mate-demate device at the 
Shuttle Landing Facility shows the orbiter Discovery returning to Kennedy Space Center 
atop the modified Boeing 747 shuttle carrier aircraft Friday, March 24.“ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFaRIoE-zZc
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/about/biographies/malone.html
https://communication.ucf.edu/about/advisory-board/
https://communication.ucf.edu/about/advisory-board/
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From the April 21, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “STS-30 launch date set”.  In part, the article reads “Final pre-launch 
preparations continue at Launch Pad 39B as workers prepare Atlantis for launch on 
April 28. Top Shuttle managers selected that date during the flight readiness review at 
KSC April 13 and 14… The STS-30 crew recently completed a successful countdown 
demonstration test… ‘. 
 

   
On the left, “TRAINING TACTICS - The three STS-30 mission specialists - Mark C. Lee, Mary L. 
Cleave and Norman E. Thagard - practice emergency egress training.”  On the right, KSC 
PORTRAIT - STS-30 astronauts pose for a portrait at Kennedy Space Center. From left, 
Mission Specialists Norman E. Thagard, Mary L. Cleave and Mark C. Lee, Pilot Ronald J. Grabe 
and Commander David M. Walker. “ 
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Also on page 1, “Truly named to lead NASA”.  In part, the article reads “Rear Admiral 
Richard H. Truly, newly nominated by President George Bush as the new NASA 
administrator, several years ago affirmed his commitment to the manned exploration of 
space. "Manned space flight is always exciting," Truly told the Spaceport News in 1981 
shortly before he and Joe Engle successfully flew the STS-2 flight Nov. 12-14. 
Foreshadowing his now-proven commitment to quality and safety, Truly said in 1981 
that launches and spaceflight "will never become lackadaisical"… 
 
A NASA astronaut since 1969, he was a member of the astronaut support crew and 
CAPCOM (capsule communicator) for all three manned Skylab missions in 1973 and 
the Apollo/Soyuz Test Project in 1975. That "nuts and bolts" background will serve 
NASA well, according to Center Director Forrest S. McCartney. "As an astronaut he 
understands extremely well the necessity for careful attention to detail and discipline in 
all the things we do here to safely prepare the hardware for flights," McCartney 
declared… 
 
Truly, who still must be confirmed by Congress, said that he was looking forward to 
leading NASA and to putting "men and women in space to do important jobs."… Bush 
also named J.R. Thompson, currently head of Marshall Space Flight Center, for the post 
of NASA deputy administrator.” 
 

 
 
Wikipedia has a page and listing (history) of NASA Administrators and Deputy 
Administrators. 
 
 
 
 

From The May 5, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
From page 1, “Rapid repairs ready Atlantis”.  A portion of the article reads “Launch 
team members spent this week preparing for a second launch attempt for the STS-30 
mission following a scrub at T-31 seconds on April 28. The liftoff was automatically 
stopped when sensors detected a malfunction in a liquid hydrogen recirculation pump 
on main engine No. 1… Over the weekend, workers replaced both the pump and a four-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_administrators_and_deputy_administrators_of_NASA
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inch hydrogen recirculation line between the orbiter and the external tank. Following the 
successful repair work, managers on Monday decided to reschedule launch for 1:48 
p.m. Thursday, May 4…”. 
 

 
“EN ROUTE TO THE PAD-The STS-30 crew leaves the Operations and Checkout Building April 
28 for Launch Pad 398 . Crew members: Commander David M. Walker (front left), Pilot Ronald 
J. Grabe (right), and Mission Specialists Norman E. Thagard, Mary L. Cleave and Mark C. Lee 
wave to workers.” 

 
 
On page 3, “Beans fuel KSC' s launch team”.  A portion of the article states “Among 
the priorities of the high-tech launch controllers at KSC are flight hardware, launch, 
schedules and - of all things - beans. Beans are taken very seriously around Complex 
39, especially after launch. Following the successful launch of Discovery on mission 
STS-26, Chief NASA Test Director Norm Carlson held a special banner up high for the 
launch team to see and cheer. The banner said "Beans are Go." After liftoff, the launch 
team waits patiently at their consoles and listens to the vehicle ascent performance calls 
from Mission Control through main engine cutoff (MECO). After MECO, there is a 
stairwell stampede from the Firing Rooms on the third floor to the beans on the fourth 
floor… 
 
Carlson, chief of NASA's Vehicle Processing Division, brought in a crock pot of beans 
and some cornbread for his office during the launch countdown of STS-1. "I knew we 
would be working long hours and would be tired after the launch," he said… "I brought 
in only about two gallons of beans and some cornbread into the office for STS-1 and a 
few people stopped by. We ran out and for the next launch I brought in more," Carlson 
recalled. After each launch, more and more of the launch team from the Firing Rooms 
stopped by for the palatable legumes. Carlson found a five-gallon cooker at the flea 
market, hoping it would be large enough to feed the office and hungry passerbys… 
 
Carlson eventually wound up with eight rectangular cookers to feed hungry launch 
controllers. "It kinda' got out of hand, and we moved the cookers (and the bean eaters) 
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out into the hall," he said. Since last year, Carlson has acquired eight new cookers and 
has two "bean rooms" with electrical outlets and tables for the beans. Carlson estimated 
that about 400-500 launch team members stop by on their way out of the LCC for a 
bowl of tasty beans and cornbread.”      
 

 
“BEANS ARE GO-NASA Chief Test Director Norm Carlson holds up a banner in the firing room 
after the successful launch of STS-26 to inform the launch team that it's time to eat. Ron 
Phelps, front, and Carlson, Terry Willingham, Frank Merlino and Don Weinberg, back, are 
ready.” 
 

     
On the left, “HUNGRY LAUNCH CONTROLLERS and passerbys feast on beans. From left, 
Jackie Goris, Paul Owens, Edward Marchitti and Scott Higginbotham.”  On the right, “CENTER 
DIRECTOR Forrest McCartney samples the famous LCC beans as Norm Carlson dips into one 
of the cookers.” 
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On page 8, “STS-30 crew patch depicts Magellan's trip to Venus”.  In part, the article 

states “The STS-30 crew patch depicts the joining of NASA’s manned and unmanned 

space programs. This is the first planetary mission for NASA’s manned Space Shuttle 

and the first planetary flight since Pioneer Venus was launched aboard an Atlas Centaur 

in 1978… On the crew patch, the sun and inner planets of our solar system are shown 

with the curve connecting Earth and Venus. The curve symbolizes the Shuttle orbit, the 

spacecraft trajectory toward Venus and its subsequent orbit around our sister planet… 

A Spanish caravel, similar to the ship on the official Magellan program logo, 

commemorates the 16th century explorer’s journey and his legacy of adventure and 

discovery. Seven stars on the patch honor the crew of Challenger…”. 

A color version of the patch from Wikipedia is on the right. 

          

 

 

From The May 19, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Magellan mission marks new era of planetary exploration”.  In part, the 
article reads “STS-30 astronauts returned to Earth on May 8-completing an historic 
mission that marked the beginning of a new era for planetary science. During the 
mission, the Magellan spacecraft was deployed from the Shuttle Atlantis and set on a 
15-month journey to Venus. When the spacecraft reaches Venus, it will spend eight 
months mapping the planet's surface. Atlantis returned to Kennedy Space Center atop 
the 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft on May 15, one week after landing at Edwards Air Force 
Base, Calif. Based on preliminary inspections at Edwards, the orbiter received minimal 
damage during flight… 
 
The mission “…heralded the beginning of several planetary flights that are scheduled 
for late 1989 and the 1990s… "We've got NASA science heading back to the planets," 
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said Rear Adm. Richard Truly, NASA's acting administrator, after viewing the launch 
from the Firing Room at KSC. " 
 

    
On the left, “KSC EMPLOYEES, perched on the mobile launch platform work stand, watch the 
Atlantis liftoff on May 4.”  On the right, “RIDING PIGGYBACK-Atlantis returns to Kennedy Space 
Center atop the Shuttle Carrier Aircraft May 15.” 

 
 
On page 2, “New orbiter named Endeavour”.  Part of the article reads “President 
George Bush announced that the new Space Shuttle orbiter will be named Endeavour. 
The name Endeavour resulted from a nationwide orbiter-naming competition supported 
by educational projects created by student teams in elementary and secondary 
schools… 
 
Endeavour was the first ship commanded by James Cook, a British explorer, navigator 
and astronomer. In August 1768, on Endeavour's maiden voyage, Cook observed and 
recorded the transit of the planet Venus…"In selecting the name Endeavour, the 
students and the President have identified a name that symbolizes perfectly NASA's 
goals of space exploration and discovery," said Dale D. Myers, NASA's former acting 
administrator…”.  
 
 
   
 

From The June 2, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “STS-28 crew praises Columbia work”.  In part, article reads “The KSC 
team got a pat on the back for their hard work when the STS-28 crew flew in for the 
Crew Equipment Interface Test (CElT) over the Memorial Day weekend. Launch 
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Director Bob Sieck said the crew asked him to commend the workers for their hard 
work. "They said the vehicle looked good," Sieck declared… The crew “…checked out 
switches, instrument panels, and other flight items as they familiarized themselves with 
cabin and flight deck configurations for the DOD-dedicated flight. The astronauts will be 
back at KSC next week for a "sharp edge" walkdown…”. 
 

 
“The external tank and twin solid rocket boosters for STS-28 were mated in the Vehicle 
Assembly Building on May 23. Columbia, the orbiter for the mission, is in the Orbiter Processing 
Facility and will be moved to the VAB during the next several weeks where it will be mated to 
the stack.” 

 
 
On page 3, “More than 2,500 people enjoyed this year's KSC All American Picnic at 
KARS Park May 13. Skydivers floated to the ground and set the stage for the festive 
occasion before the official activities began. Center Director Forrest McCartney kicked 
off the event at the opening ceremony around 11 a.m. More than a dozen different acts 
entertained KSC employees and their families throughout the day, including ethnic and 
folk dancing and several bands. Astronauts Lacy Veach and Carl Meade were also on 
hand to sign autographs…:. 
 

     
On the left, “ASTRONAUT Carl Meade signs an autograph for Cathleen Hughes.”.  On the right, 
“ASTRONAUT Lacy Veach signs an autograph for admirers.” 
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On page 7, “Construction team celebrates milestone”.  A portion of the article reads 

“The construction team for the Launch Complex 39 Operations Support Building 

celebrated being about four months ahead of schedule with a "topping out" ceremony 

that involved raising an American flag with the last bucket of concrete. NASA project 

engineer Rafael Gelpi said that it is an old construction tradition to fly an American flag 

or pine tree on the last piece of structural steel or the last bucket of concrete used in a 

building's structure. The construction team is currently installing exterior panels on the 

outside of the building, which could be completed as early as March 1990…”. 

 
“CONSTRUCTiON TEAM CELEBRATES- From left, Dave Agee, Jack Jesse, Dan Adams, 
Charlie Howell, Ed Wike, Bob Gandolfi of W&J; Nate Bostic, EG&G; Keith Britton, DF-ESD-1; 
Ben Celones, HWH, Howard Baxter, DF-ESD-1, Rafael Gelpi, DF-PES; and Steve Murray, 
EG&G. They celebrated a milestone-pouring the last bucket of concrete for the building.” 
 
 

On page 8, “STS·28 crew portrait”.  The caption for the crew portrait on the next page 

is “Seated from left, Pilot Richard N. Richards, Mission Commander Brewster H. Shaw 

and Mission Specialist David C. Leestma; standing from left, Mission Specialists Mark 

N. Brown and James C. Adamson. These astronauts will fly the Space Shuttle Columbia 

on a Department of Defense mission scheduled for late July.” 
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From The June 16, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Construction to begin on KSC child care facility”.  Part of the article 
states “Construction will soon begin on a new facility which will help ease the child day 
care concerns of KSC parents of preschool children… The one story, 6,600-square foot 
building will accommodate 140 children and 25 staff workers and be located on a two 
acre site on Fifth Street, adjacent to the GSA Auction Lot near Gate 2A… 
 
Interest in the center dates back to an employee suggestion made approximately five 
years ago which resulted in a survey by the EO Office showing a need for the facility… 
A child care center panel was appointed last year by General McCartney… The panel 
decided to work through the Exchange Council and search for a professional care 
provider that might be willing to finance and construct its own facility on KSC property.” 
 
 
 
 

From the July 16, 1989, Spaceport News 
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On page 2. 
 

 
 
 
Also on page 2, “KSC remembers Apollo 11”.  A small portion of the article, along with 
a couple of Apollo 11 photos follow.  “…This special edition of Spaceport News is 
dedicated to the people who made history.  Here, in their own voices, KSC Apollo 
veterans tell what it was like to fly men to the moon… 
 

- Nurse Dee O'Hara, who monitored the daily health of the astronauts, 
remembered a "funny, but revealing" conversation with Armstrong. "A couple of 
days before launch, we were talking about the number of campers, the huge 
crowds already gathered. Neil said 'well, yea, I suppose they're gonna make a 
big deal out of this.' That low-key approach was so typical," recalled O'Hara, 
who's now a human research facility manager at Ames Research Center, Moffett 
Field, Calif… 

 
- "We had a lot of laughs and a lot of tears," recalled Norm Carlson, Apollo launch 

vehicle test conductor. "A lot of people, including me, worked day and night. That 
included many 16-hour days without a day off for weeks," he said… Apollo 11, he 
added, "was the ultimate mission that we all had been working so long and hard 
for."… 

 
- "On Apollo 11 launch day, I escorted the crew from their quarters to the elevator 

at Launch Pad 39A . . . I gave them a 'thumbs up'… Charlie Buckley, former 
NASA Chief of the Security and Fire Office…. 
 

- Apollo 11 was "the only Saturn V manned mission that I got to see. The rest of 
the time, I was in the control room," recalled Shuttle Launch Director Bob Sieck. 
Then an Apollo engineer, Sieck worked a shift the day before launch. On launch 
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day, he watched from the Indian River with his family and remembered "the traffic 
had all stopped. The roads were just jammed with people. I had never seen 
anything like that before."… 
 

- JoAnn H. Morgan, Director, Payload Projects Management.  "I was the 
Instrumentation Controller ... the only woman in the firing room at the Launch 
Control Center at liftoff ... It was one of the biggest thrills of my career ... A lot of 
the early space pioneers like Wernher von Braun, Alan Shepard and a host of 
others in our space program were there. We had been working 12-hour shifts, 
seven days a week, but I didn't feel one bit tired during the terminal 
countdown”… 
 

- George English, director, Executive Management Office, …recalled a pre-
launch dinner party at the Cocoa Beach Country Club. "We had, I think, the 
greatest collection of artists and scientists and political leaders of our country . . . 
Former President Lyndon B. and Mrs. Johnson . . . Harold Urey probably one of 
the most famous physicists . . . artist Jamie Wyeth . . . Walter Cronkite, the press 
representative...”. 
 

On page 7. 
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On the left, “ROLLOUT DAY - From left, Paul Donnelly, Launch Operations manager; Rocco 
Petrone, Launch Operations director; and Don Buchanan, LC-39 Engineering manager pose in 
front of Apollo 11 after it was rolled to the pad on May 20, 1969.”  On the right, “THE WAY 
THEY WERE - Armstrong, Collins and Aldrin beam optimism during testing at KSC a few weeks 
before the historic mission.” 
 
 
On page 15. 
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From The July 28, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1 and pages 4 thru 6, “KSC celebrates Apollo 11 anniversary”.  In part, this 
article reads “For Kennedy Space Center employees and their families - Sunday, July 
16, was a day to remember. KSC's 1989 Open House marked the highest attendance 
ever, as an estimated 56,000 workers and guests thronged through the center's open 
gates to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Apollo 11 launch and lunar landing 
mission… 
 
The day's premiere event was a morning ceremony honoring the Apollo 11 flight crew 
and the KSC workers who helped make a dream come true 20 years ago. Not even the 
summer heat could wilt the enthusiasm of the estimated 6,000 on hand for the 
ceremony, held near the Saturn V rocket and Vehicle Assembly Building…”. 
 

     
 

     
On the upper left, “EXHILARATION EXPRESSED- Apollo 11 Lunar Module Pilot Buzz Aldrin, 
left, Command Module Pilot Michael Collins and Commander Neil Armstrong listen to a replay 
of the historic launch during the KSC Open House ceremony.”  On the upper right, “NATIONAL 
HEROES- After their appearance at KSC, the three Apollo 11 crew members traveled via 
motorcade to a community-sponsored luncheon in Cocoa Beach.”  In the lower left, “POPULAR 
SPOT - The chance to see a firing room in the Launch Control Center drew long lines of visitors 
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throughout the day.”  In the lower right, “" GOD BLESS THE USA" - A concert by singer Lee 
Greenwood and fireworks at Spaceport USA rounded out the day.” 
 
    

On page 8, “Columbia rolls to the pad”.  Part of the article reads “Space Shuttle 
Columbia arrived at Pad 39B early in the morning on July 15 after being rolled out of the 
Vehicle Assembly Building the night before. The Rotating Service Structure, left, was 
moved around the orbiter a few hours later. Columbia is scheduled for a Department of 
Defense dedicated flight in early August. It last flew on mission 61-C, launched Jan. 12, 
1986…”. 
 

 
 
 
Also on page 8. 
 

 
“MOON LANDING STAMP - Launch Director Sieck accepts an enlarged replica of a new space 
stamp from Orlando Postmaster David Roloff in the Galaxy Theater at Spaceport USA on July 
20. The $2.40 priority mail stamp commemorates the 20th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission. 
The replica was presented to KSC in recognition of the work performed here to launch Apollo 
11. The stamp was designed by Christopher Calle, the son of the illustrator who produced the 
first moon landing stamp issued Sept. 9, 1969…”. 
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From The August 11, 1989, Spaceport News 
 
From pages 1 and 7, “Columbia flies again!”.  In part, the article states “Columbia 
roared back into space from Launch Pad 39B at 8:37 a.m. Aug. 8 on a classified 
Department of Defense mission. The liftoff marked the successful culmination of months 
of painstaking work upgrading Columbia. 
 
"This signifies the completion of the return-to-flight process," declared Center Director 
Forrest S. McCartney. "With this launch, NASA has its entire orbiter fleet operational 
again," he added. The orbiters Atlantis and Discovery had previously been upgraded. 
Columbia, which was flown on the first five Space Shuttle missions, as well as the first 
Spacelab mission, underwent more .., . than 250 major modifications since its last flight 
in 1986…”. 
 

 
“SHUTTLE COLUMBIA lifts off Launch Pad 39B.” 

 

 
“ASTRONAUTS ARRIVE FOR DRESS REHEARSAL: From left, Pilot Richard Richards, Mission 
Specialists James C. Adamson, David C. Leestma and Mark N. Brown, and Mission 
Commander Brewster H. Shaw Jr. arrive at KSC for the countdown demonstration test 
conducted July 17-18.” 
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On page 6, “STS-34 patch released”.  In part, the article reads “NASA recently 

released the STS-34 crew patch for the Galileo mission scheduled for launch on Oct. 

12. During their four-day mission aboard Space Shuttle Atlantis, the crew will deploy the 

Galileo spacecraft on a six-year journey to Jupiter. The triangular shape of the crew 

insignia represents forward motion and the entering into new frontiers of science, 

engineering and technology. The Galileo spacecraft overlaying the orbiter symbolizes 

the joining together of both manned and unmanned space programs in order to 

maximize the capabilities of each. 

The crew members, who designed the patch, used a sunrise stretching across Earth's 

horizon to depict expansion of our knowledge of the solar system and other worlds, 

leading to better understanding of our own planet. In the distance, Jupiter, a unique 

world with many unknowns, awaits the arrival of Galileo to help unlock its secrets. 

Meanwhile, the Space Shuttle remains in Earth orbit, continuing to explore the near-

Earth environment… 

Crew members for the planetary mission are Commander Donald E. Williams, Pilot 

Michael J. McCulley and Mission Specialists Shannon W. Lucid, Ellen S. Baker and 

Franklin R. Chang-Diaz.” 

       

This Wikipedia site shows all the Shuttle missions and the approach and landing tests, 

including mission patches, and the story behind each patch, if you click on the 

respective patch.  A color version of the STS-34 mission patch, is on the right above, 

from Wikipedia. 

 
Also on page 6, “Astronaut returns flag to OPF”.  The caption for the photo on the 

following page states “STS-29 COMMANDER Michael Coats, left, returns an American 

flag flown aboard Discovery to the Orbiter Processing Facility (OPF) employees on July 

28. Lockheed Site Division Manager Stan Paris, center, and NASA Operations Engineer 

Jennifer Webb represented the employees during the presentation and accepted the 

flag and tokens of appreciation from Coats. "The flag belongs to everybody who helps 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Space_Shuttle_missions
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process these orbiters," said Coats, who also presented them with a certificate, crew 

patch and STS-29 photo montage. Paris started the tradition of flying the flag in the 

OPF last year to symbolize the workers' loyalty and devotion to the U.S. space program. 

When members of the STS-29 crew saw the flag, they asked to fly it on their mission 

March 13-18 to show their appreciation to the employees. "We couldn't have done it 

without you," said Coats. Other crew members for STS-29 were Pilot John Blaha and 

Mission Specialists Robert Springer, James Buchli and James Bagian.” 

 
 
 
 
 

From The August 25, 1989, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Columbia returns to Space Shuttle fold”.  In part, the article reads 

“Slipping in between the clouds and rain showers, the Shuttle carrier aircraft brought 

Columbia home to Kennedy Space Center Monday. The STS-28 mission concluded 

NASA's three-year return-to-flight effort. NASA's oldest orbiter performed magnificently. 

"It was such a team effort," said Columbia flow director Ann Montgomery. "I feel really 

good - the hard work was worth it." The work was not easy. Approximately 2,300 tiles 

were replaced and 258 modifications were made to get Columbia back in shape for 

flight. KSC gave the STS-28 crew a clean vehicle… 

Work also went smoothly after Columbia's landing at Edwards Air Force Base in Calif. 

on Aug. 13. "We stayed on schedule," said Montgomery in praise of about 440 people 

who went to Edwards to process the Shuttle for its return to KSC atop a Boeing747. 

This was Columbia's eighth flight since its maiden voyage for the Shuttle program in 

1981…”. 
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“RIDING PIGGYBACK aboard a Boeing 747, Columbia returns to KSC on Aug. 21.” 

 

On page 2, “Astronaut Lee visits KSC work sites”. 
  

 
 

Part of the article states “Astronaut Mark Lee surprised KSC employees when he 

dropped by their work sites to visit with them on Aug. 9. His motivational visits to EG&G 

Florida, BAMSI Inc., McDonnell Douglas Space Systems Co. and USBI sites were part 

of the Manned Flight Awareness program. During his visit to USBI, Lee, who was a 

mission specialist on the STS-30 Magellan mission, presented several Silver Snoopy 

awards to employees for their service to U.S. Manned Flight… Astronauts created the 

Silver Snoopy award to honor people who have significantly contributed to the safety 

and success of the space program…”. 

 
“STS-30 ASTRONAUT Mark Lee, who flew aboard Atlantis in May, shows his crew patch to 
EG&G Florida employees in the KSC Central Receiving and Supply Warehouse, Industrial 
Area.” 
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Quoting Wikipedia, “…After the completion of the Mercury and Gemini projects, NASA 
wanted a way to promote greater awareness among its employees and contractors of 
the impact they had on flight safety, the flight crews and their missions… The idea for 
the Silver Snoopy award came from Al Chop, who was director of the public affairs 
office for the Manned Spacecraft Center (now called the Lyndon B. Johnson Space 
Center). He wanted to create an award featuring Snoopy as an astronaut to be given by 
astronauts in recognition of outstanding contributions by employees…”. 
 
The following illustration is from Wikipedia. 
 

 
 
 
On page 3, “STS-34 crew poses for portrait”. 
 

  
“GALILEO MISSION ASTRONAUTS- Standing from left, Commander Donald E. Williams and 
Pilot Michael J. McCulley. Seated from left, Mission Specialists Shannon W. Lucid, Ph.D.; 
Franklin Chang-Diaz, Ph.D.; and Ellen S. Baker, M.D. The crew is scheduled to fly aboard 
Space Shuttle Atlantis on Oct. 12 to deploy the Galileo probe to Jupiter.” 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Snoopy_award
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From The September 8, 1989, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Atlantis readied for Oct. mission”.  In part, the article states “Atlantis 

rolled to Pad 39B on Aug. 29 in preparation for the STS-34 Galileo mission scheduled 

for Oct. 12. The Galileo spacecraft was installed into the payload bay the next day. 

During the past week, payload checkout included a practice loading of a mock 

radioisotope thermoelectric generator, and a verification interface test between the 

Shuttle, Galileo and its Inertial Upper Stage. An end-to-end test to verify 

communications between the Galileo spacecraft and ground controllers was scheduled 

for the end of the week. Major events ahead include loading hypergolic propellants into 

the orbiter's onboard storage tanks, a Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test with the 

crew Sept. 14-15, followed by the Flight Readiness Review Sept. 28-29.” 

 
“ROLLOUT- Atlantis is transferred to the launch pad for its planetary mission in October.” 
 
 

Also on page 1, “Last launcher tower changed for Shuttle”.  A portion of the article 

states “As Mobile Launcher Platform No. 3 (MLP-3) rolled back to the Vehicle Assembly 

Building from Pad A, a small crowd gathered to celebrate the milestone. MLP-3 had 

passed its interface tests at the pad… During a brief ceremony, Engineering 

Development Director Jim Phillips announced that he was turning the MLP over to Jay 

F. Honeycutt, STS Management and Operations director. MLP-3 was the oldest and last 

Apollo era Mobile Launcher Platform to be modified for the Space Shuttle program. 

"This proves the versatility of the MLP concept," said Larry Schultz, Launch Structures 

Section chief. "What we designed in the early 1960s is just as good today as it was back 

then." MLP-1 modifications were completed in 1979, and MLP-2 in 1982. 

Modifications made on each MLP for the Space Shuttle program included removing the 

umbilical tower, reframing the structure for three exhaust holes instead of one and 
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completely revamping the mechanical and electrical ground support systems. The new 

MLP-3 checks in at only 47 feet tall and weighs 8.5 million pounds, compared to its 

original weight of 10.5 million pounds which included the umbilical tower that rose nearly 

400 feet above the launch platform. 

In its first life, MLP-3, then called Launcher Umbilical Tower-1 (LUT-1), supported the 

first Apollo launch of the Saturn V rocket on Nov. 9,1967. It also supported the first 

manned lunar orbit, Apollo 8; and the first lunar landing mission, Apollo 11. LUT-1, 

underwent more changes in 1971 for the Skylab Program and the Apollo/Soyuz Test 

Project. A new 130-foot pedestal was added to the platform to accommodate the shorter 

Saturn 1B launch vehicle… MLP-3 will stage its comeback in December, when it is 

scheduled to support Columbia for STS-32…”. 

 

 
“READY AND ROLLING - Some of the people attending the MLP-3 activation ceremony on 
Aug. 30 are, from left: Barry Kennedy, MLP-3 Project manager; Homer Brown, Shuttle 
Management Office chief; David Makufka, MLP-3 lead design engineer; Ken Geiler, Lockheed 
Activation Project Office director; Jay Honeycutt, STS Management and Operations director; 
John Albert, UEC MLP-3 site superintendent; Jim Phillips, Engineering Development director; 
Donald D. Buchanan, former Design Engineering chief; Forrest S. McCartney, Center director; 
Urban Parrish, Hunter/RS&H senior vice president; and Larry Schultz, Launch Structures 
Section chief.” 
 
 

On page 6, “Alumni league forms at KSC”.  In part, the article reads “About 40 retired 

NASA KSC employees attended a meeting in the Headquarters Building on Aug. 23 to 

form a local chapter of the NASA Alumni League… During the meeting, KSC 

management briefed the alumni on recent center activities. McCartney described KSC 

as healthy and said that morale was especially high since return-to-flight activities are 

now complete… The KSC chapter is just one of many being formed at all of the NASA 
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field centers nationwide. Each center will support the alumni chapters with annual 

briefings… 

 "There is a need for an organization that has an independent input - a positive influence 

to the organization," said Walt Kapryan, former KSC launch director. On a national level, 

the NASA Alumni League was formed three years ago to support NASA's goals, 

objectives, programs and activities… 

"Another reason for forming the chapter is to keep in touch with each other," Kapyran 

added. "NASA has been my lifeblood . . . I've lived and breathed NASA."… For more 

information about the KSC Alumni League, call Kapyran…”. 

 
“CENTER DIRECTOR Forrest S. McCartney, left, talks to former launch director Walt Kapryan 
during an organizational meeting for the KSC NASA Alumni League.” 
 
The NASA Alumni League Florida Chapter website is at https://www.nalfl.com/, with a lot of neat 
information. 
 
 
 
 

From The September 22, 1989, Spaceport News 

On page 3, “Galileo test team: milestones to success”.  A portion of the article states  

“Following the path blazed by Magellan, the Galileo orbiter/probe bound for the planet 

Jupiter is being prepared for launch by the STS-34 payload test team. The primary 

spacecraft and a team from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory arrived at KSC's SAEF2 

planetary spacecraft checkout facility on May 16. There, the spacecraft was assembled 

and integrated with the probe. Thermal blankets were installed, and experiment and 

systems testing were performed. 

On Aug. 1, Galileo was transported to the Vertical Processing Facility… At the VPF the 

spacecraft was mated to the Inertial Upper Stage booster and integrated testing was 

https://www.nalfl.com/
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conducted. Galileo was transported to Pad B on Aug. 23 and installed in the payload 

bay of Atlantis on Aug. 30… Last week, a final check was made of the various science 

experiments on the Galileo orbiter and the attached probe…”. 

      
“At KSC's Vertical Processing Facility (VPF), left photo, Galileo is prepared for mating with the 
Inertial Upper Stage booster (IUS).”  On the right, “The Galileo spacecraft and its Inertial Upper 
Stage arrives at the launch pad Payload Changeout Room in its canister.” 
 
 

On page 6, “STS-33 crew patch released for November mission”.  Part of the article 

reads “…The STS-33 crew patch features a stylized falcon soaring into space 

representing America's commitment to manned space flight. STS-33 crew members 

said they used the falcon in their design because they felt it symbolized courage, 

intelligence, tenacity and love of flight. The ring encircling Earth represents the Space 

Shuttle's orbit and the falcon's lofty domain. The determination to expand the 

boundaries of knowledge by American presence in space is represented by the falcon's 

wings overlaying a random field of stars. The bold red wing feathers are drawn from 

stripes in the American flag. A single gold star on a field of blue honors the memory of 

the late Rear Admiral S. David Griggs, originally assigned to this crew…”. 

The Spaceport News rendition is on the left and the color rendition is from Wikipedia. 
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On page 8, “KSC breaks ground for child care facility”.  In part, the article states “A 

ground-breaking ceremony was held Sept. 15 for KSC's first child care facility, 

scheduled to open in mid-February. "Meeting the future needs of our work team is 

important to us," said Center Director Forrest S. McCartney… The KSC facility will be 

more convenient for employees who now have to commute to other sites for child 

care… 

When completed, the facility will accommodate 145 children - infants through 

preschoolers - and 25 staff workers. On Sept. 28, pre-registration sessions will be held 

in the Training Auditorium at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m…”. 

 
“DIGGING IN- Center Director Forrest McCartney, left, gets some help from Krystal Hinson, 
daughter of lnna Richardson (AC), during the child care facility ground· breaking ceremony. 
Barbara Powell's (SI) grandson helps Procurement Director Wes Dean.” 
 
 
 

 

From The October 6, 1989, Spaceport News 

From page 1, “Return-to-flight art exhibit opens at Spaceport USA”.  A portion of the 

article states “The sights and sounds of returning to flight premiered at Kennedy Space 

Center Sept. 29. A musician and six visual artists, commissioned by NASA, presented 

their perceptions of STS-26 during a special showing at Spaceport USA. It was the first 

time for NASA to commission a musical composition for its art program… 

"It was more about self-discovery and the spirit of man reaching out to the universe," 

said Angela Mann, an environmentalist and naturalist from New York City. Other artists 

debuting their works included Alan Chinchar, Michael Knigin, Wendell Minor, John Solie 

and Dan Namingha, the first native American to participate in the NASA art program. 



Page 37 
 

The 12 new paintings are on display at Spaceport USA's Galaxy Center and will 

become a part of NASA's permanent collection.” 

 
“NASA ART - Michael Knigin portrays a synthesis of the world of technology with the spiritual in 
his acrylic painting commissioned by NASA for STS-26.” 
 

 
 
  

From The October 20, 1989, Spaceport News  

From page 1, “Weather delays launch of Atlantis”.  A portion of the article states “At 

press time, Atlantis was scheduled for launch on Wednesday, Oct. 18, after unfavorable 

weather at Kennedy Space Center delayed an attempt the previous day. STS-34, 

originally set for Oct. 12, was postponed for the first time when workers had to replace a 

faulty flight controller computer in main engine 2…”. 

 
“TECHNICIANS close out the Galileo spacecraft and its Inertial Upper Stage in Atlantis' payload 
bay on Oct. 9.” 
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Also on page 1, “Families honor astronauts at dedication ceremony”.  A portion of the 
articles states “Family members and friends of astronauts who have died in the line of duty 
attended a ground-breaking ceremony for the Astronauts Memorial at Spaceport USA on 
Oct.12. During the ceremony, family members placed gold stars in the memorial cornerstone 
plaque to represent the 14 fallen U.S. astronauts. The plaque was engraved with the words: "To 
Those Who Gave Their Lives To Bring The Stars A Little Closer."… 
 
Construction of the Astronauts Memorial is scheduled to begin in December and be completed 
in late 1990. It is funded mainly through the sales of Challenger license plates. The granite 
memorial will be 42.5 feet high by 50 feet wide…”. 
 

 
CARL McNAIR, father of Challenger Astronaut Ronald McNair, inserts a gold star into a 
cornerstone plaque for the Astronauts Memorial at Spaceport USA.“ 
     
 

On page 3, “Orbiter transporter rolls Discovery to VAB”. 

     
On the left, “ST5-33 CREW- From left, Mission Specialist Kathryn C. Thornton, Pilot John E. 
Blaha, Mission Specialist F. Story Musgrave, Commander Frederick D. Gregory and Pilot 
Manley Carter stand on the orbiter transporter before it moves Discovery to the Vehicle 
Assembly Building.”  On the right, “INSIDE THE CAB of the orbiter transporter, STS-33 
Commander Frederick D. Gregory, left, and Mission Specialist Kathryn C. Thornton get driving 
lessons from Larry Tempest of Lockheed Space Operations Co.” 
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“A PROUD TEAM follows behind Discovery as it is transported to the Vehicle Assembly 
Building. Orbiter Processing Facility High Bay 1 technicians completed their work on STS-33 
one day ahead of schedule.” 
 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “The NASA Ball – Glamorous Gala Occasion”. 
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On page 8, “Actress to speak about disabled persons”.  A portion of the article reads 

“Actress and comedienne Geri Jewell will be at Kennedy Space Center Oct. 25 to talk to 

employees about the disabled. Jewell, from the NBC sitcom "The Facts of Life," has 

gained a reputation as an inspirational speaker because she perceives her cerebral 

palsy as one of her strengths rather than a disability. For the past nine years Jewell has 

talked to a wide range of groups varying from the White House to social service 

organizations and college campuses throughout the United States…”. 

 
“ACTRESS GERI JEWELL will speak at Kennedy Space Center on Oct. 25.” 
 
There is more information about Geri on Wikipedia. 
 
 
 
 

From The November 3, 1989, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Atlantis comes home, near-perfect mission complete”.   A portion of the 

article reads “Atlantis returned to Kennedy Space Center at 5 p.m. Oct. 29, completing a 

near-perfect mission. The Shuttle arrived at KSC atop a Boeing 747 carrier aircraft, 

ending a cross-country ferry flight that began at Edwards Air Force Base in California at 

10 a.m. EDT Oct. 28. After refueling at Biggs Army Air Field in Texas, Atlantis spent the 

night at Columbus Air Force Base in Mississippi. It took off at 3:30 p.m. on Oct. 29 for 

the last leg of its trip. 

"We needed a good mission and we got it," said Launch Director Bob Sieck, referring to 

the turnaround time before the next scheduled launch of Atlantis early next year. "It was 

one of the best flights we've had," said Atlantis Flow Director Conrad Nagel… 

Atlantis lifted off Launch Pad 39B on Oct. 18 after several delays to replace an engine 

controller computer and wait for favorable weather… The crew deployed the Galileo 

spacecraft only 6 hours and 21 minutes after launch. An hour later, Galileo's inertial 

upper stage rocket ignited, thrusting the spacecraft on a six-year journey to Jupiter. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geri_Jewell
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orbiter landed at Edwards Air Force Base at 12:32 p.m. EDT on Oct. 23, several hours 

earlier than previously planned to avoid high winds that were forecasted later that day.” 

     
On the left, “WE HAVE LIFTOFF! Atlantis thunders off the launch pad on Oct. 18.”.  On the right, 
“THE STS-34 CREW leaves the Operations and Checkout Building on their way to the launch 
pad. From left, Mission Specialists Franklin Chang-Diaz and Shannon Lucid, Pilot Michael 
McCulley, Commander Donald Williams and Mission Specialist Ellen Baker.” 
 

 
“HOME AGAIN- Space Shuttle Atlantis returns to Kennedy Space Center atop a Boeing 747 on 
Oct. 29.” 
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On page 4, “Hubble Space Telescope arrives at KSC for STS-31”.  In part, the article 

reads “The Hubble Space Telescope is now at Kennedy Space Center's Vertical 

Processing Facility (VPF) undergoing preparations for STS-31, scheduled for spring 

1990. The 25,000-pound telescope arrived at the Shuttle Landing Facility on Oct. 4 

aboard an Air Force C-5A aircraft from the Lockheed Missiles and Space Co. facility in 

Sunnyvale, Calif… 

Space Shuttle Discovery will carry the telescope approximately 370 miles above Earth, 

well beyond the atmosphere which tends to distort images in ground-based 

observatories. The 43-foot telescope is the largest astronomical observatory to ever be 

placed in orbit. The telescope's 94-inch primary mirror will also allow astronomers to see 

farther into the universe with greater clarity than ever before…”. 

   
“REACHING NEW HEIGHTS- The 25,000-pound Hubble Space Telescope is lifted into a 
vertical position in the Vertical Processing Facility at Kennedy Space Center.” 

 
   

 

From the November 17, 1989, Spaceport News 

From page 1, “Potential problem delays launch of STS-33.”  A portion of the article 

reads “At press time, STS-33 was set to launch no earlier than Nov. 22, after a vendor 

discovered possible problems with wiring in units that provide a vital link between the 

orbiter and boosters. It was believed that wiring in the aft integrated assemblies (IEAs) 

could potentially have been routed in such a way that some wires could rub against 

hardware and cause a short… On Nov. 14, engineers were preparing to remove the two 

aft integrated electronic assemblies from the left and right solid rocket boosters…”. 
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“DURING DRESS REHEARSAL STS-33 astronauts stand in front of the orbiter white room on 
the launch pad. From left, Mission Specialist Sonny Carter, Pilot John Blaha, Mission Specialist 
Kathy Thornton, Commander Frederick Gregory and Mission Specialist F. Story Musgrave.” 
 
 
 
 

From the December 1, 1989, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “STS·33 liftoff illuminates sky”.  In part, the article states “Kennedy Space 

Center employees on Nov. 22 viewed something they had not seen for four years - a 

night sky brightly illuminated by the liftoff of a Space Shuttle. "Spectacular" was the 

word used most often by viewers at the Press Site during the 7:23 p.m. launch of Space 

Shuttle Discovery on Mission STS-33… 

STS-33, a classified Department of Defense mission, was the third night launch in the 8-

year-old Shuttle program, and the first since STS-61B in November 1985. The next 

mission, STS-32, also is scheduled for an evening liftoff. Discovery's liftoff and landing 

went smoothly. Landing was delayed until 7:30 p.m. EST on Nov. 27 because of high 

crosswinds at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif…”. 

 

The caption for the photo on the following page is “A BLAZING TRAIL of light turned 
darkness almost into daylight for a few moments as Discovery lifted off on Mission STS-
33. The Saturn V rocket in foreground is in front of the Vehicle Assembly Building, which 
is about 4.2 miles from Pad 39B.” 
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On page 2, “NASA alumni chapter seeks charter members “.  Part of the article 

states “The newly formed Kennedy Space Center chapter of the NASA Alumni League 

is seeking charter members. The social and professional organization is open to NASA 

retirees and anyone who has been an employee of NASA, the National Advisory 

Committee for Aeronautics, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory or any other federal agency 

as long as he or she was detailed to NASA… 

Members have been busy since October when the KSC chapter was founded. They 

have already elected officers… The new officers are: G. Merritt Preston, board 

chairman; Walter Kapryan, president; T. Bradley Curry, vice president; Donald J. 

Capone, treasurer; John W. Fike, secretary; and board members John R. Atkins, 

Samuel T. Beddingfield, William O. Jewel and Donald E. Phillips…”. 

 

On page 4, “KSC runners compete in world-class marathons”.  In part, the article 

reads “Kennedy Space Center was represented recently at two internationally known 

annual runners' marathons in New York City and Washington, D.C. For 10 KSC 

workers, the opportunity to run a grueling 26.2 miles was the culmination of intensive 

conditioning. In preparation for the marathons, they logged hundreds of miles over 

several months of training. "After all the hours of training, the marathon is the icing on 

the cake," said Marty Winkel, applications software supervisor at Lockheed Space 

Operations Co. He was one of eight KSC runners who traveled to Washington, D.C., to 

participate in the Marine Corps marathon on Nov. 5… 

On the same day, two other KSC employees were running among 24,000 athletes 

running in the New York City marathon. Tim Ferris, senior manager for projects support 

at McDonnell Douglas Space Systems Co., likes the festive atmosphere of the race…”.       
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“MARINE CORPS MARATHON trainees from KSC got together for a party a week before the 
Washington, D.C., race. From left, are David Mitchell, Keith Frisbee, Marty Winkel, Jeff Kramer, 
former Marine Bob Yarbrough, Terry Hayden, James Glass Jr. and Dennis Branham. Kramer 
and Hayden were unable to attend the marathon.” 
 
 

On page 6, “STS-32 patch released”.  A portion of the article reads “The STS-32 patch, 

designed by the five crew members of the scheduled December mission, depicts the 

space Shuttle orbiter rendezvousing with the Long Duration Exposure Facility from 

above. In the patch, the SYNCOM satellite is successfully deployed and on its way to 

geosynchronous orbit. Five stars have been arranged so that three are on one side of 

the orbiter and two on the other to form the number 32. The seven major rays of the sun 

are in remembrance of the STS-51L crew…”. 

The Spaceport News patch rendition is on the left and the Wikipedia version is on the 
right. 
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From the December 22, 1989, Spaceport News 

On page 2, “A message to KSC employees”. 

As we process Shuttles, we keep one thing first and foremost - safety. As we enter this 

wonderful holiday season with its parties, family gatherings and all the associated 

festivities, let's carry home the same care and safety consciousness that you have 

displayed throughout the year in the workplace. The KSC work force has served the 

space program and our country well over the past year. Your record is a testament to a 

skilled and dedicated team. Thank you and congratulations on a great year. Next year 

promises to bring even more challenges, more hard work and, with that, the satisfaction 

and excitement of seeing our plans fulfilled and our goals met. ~ Enjoy the holiday 

season with your loved ones and, above all, keep them safe. 

- Center Director 
 Forrest McCartney 
    
 
On pages 2 through 5, “1989 Christmas Coffees”. 
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On page 5, “STS-32 mission to fly in January”.  A portion of the article reads “The 

launch of mission STS-32 was postponed to no earlier than Jan. 8 to complete testing 

and validation of the launch pad, perform maintenance on the launch processing system 

and permit NASA employees and contractors to take off during the holidays. When 

Columbia lifts off in January, it will be the first Shuttle to use the newly refurbished Pad 

39A and a recently modified mobile launch platform (MLP). This is the first time the 

platform is being used for the Space Shuttle program. The platform, called MLP-3, was 

the oldest and last Apollo era MLP to be modified for the Shuttle. 

During the 10-day mission, the crew - Commander Daniel C. Brandenstein, Pilot James 

D. Wetherbee and Mission Specialists Marsha S. Ivins, G. David Low and Bonnie J. 

Dunbar - will deploy the Syncom IV communications satellite and retrieve the Long 

Duration Exposure Facility (LDEF). The 11-ton LDEF was launched from Kennedy 

Space Center in spring 1984…”. 

 
 
 


