1992 Spaceport News Summary
There is a new Spaceport News header for 1992.

Introduction
The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962. The 1963, 1964 and
1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly. The Spaceport News was issued every two
weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014. Spaceport
Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final
issue, Jan./Feb. 2020. The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996
until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The
Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online.
In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I or
someone else provided and purple font is a hot link.
All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary.
The Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if so noted in the Spaceport News article.

From The January 17, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “STS-42 crew ready to fly next week”. The caption for the photo on the
following page is “THE STS-42 FLIGHT CREW poses for a photo inside the fully
assembled International Microgravity Laboratory-1 installed in the cargo bay of orbiter
Discovery. From left are STS-42 Commander Ronald J. Grabe; Missions Specialist
William F. Readdy; Payload Specialist Ulf D. Merbold; Mission Specialists Dr. Norman
E. Thagard and David C. Hilmers; Pilot Stephen S. Oswald; and Payload Specialist Dr.
Roberta L. Bondar. They were visiting KSC last month for the crew equipment interface
test, a routine preflight inspection of the payload more commonly known as the sharp
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edge inspection. Liftoff of Mission STS-42 is set for Jan. 22 between 8:53 a.m. and
11:42 a.m.”

Also on page 1, “Crippen: 'Flying and space . .. I've steered my life in that
direction'”, by Mitch Varnes. In part, the article reads “KSC Director Bob Crippen's
professional accomplishments as pilot of the first Space Shuttle flight, commander of
three other missions and director of the Shuttle program are well known and publicized.
What isn't as widely known, however, is the personal side of the man who on Jan. 1
became the fifth center director in KSC's 30-year history.
Born in Beaumont, Texas, and reared on the Lonestar State's Gulf Coast, Crippen, 54,
has always been strongly interested in the sky and stars beyond. He majored in
aerospace engineering at the University of Texas and entered Navy flight school shortly
after graduating from college. Crippen went on to fly attack aircraft for the Navy before
being assigned to the Defense Department's short-lived Manned Orbiting Laboratory
(MOL) Programin1966. "Flying and space are things I've always been interested in, and
I've steered my life in that direction," he commented…
Crippen served as a member of the astronaut support crew for three Skylab missions
and for the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project (ASTP). After ASTP, he became deeply involved
in the development of the Space Shuttle and was consequently selected to pilot the first
Shuttle flight aboard Columbia… Following STS-1, he acted as deputy chief of the
Astronaut Office and then later served as deputy head of Flight Crew Operations at
JSC…
It was during his initial management stint at KSC that Crippen, a bachelor at the time,
met then-NASA Shuttle engineer Pandora Puckett. The two married a short time later.
"That was an extremely satisfying time for me both personally and professionally,"
Crippen said. "Helping to get the Shuttle program safely back on track was both very
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challenging and rewarding," he continued. "But, from a personal standpoint, meeting
Pandora was certainly a highlight of my life."…
One of the reasons I joined the Navy was to be near the water." This attraction to the
sea is reflected in two of Crippen's favorite passions, boating and fishing… KSC's new
skipper can also be frequently spotted running along the beaches of Cocoa Beach after
workdays and on weekends. "Jogging is a habit I took up many years ago. In addition to
keeping me in shape, I find it to be a good way to relax and wind down."…
Crippen's devotion to work is equally intense. "I think that a person ought to enjoy what
they're doing," he professed. "To echo the remarks of General McCartney, a person
should be able to whistle on their way to work and whistle on the way home. You should
go home feeling good about your day ... knowing that what you've done has an impact
and will make a difference. I get that feeling with NASA. That's why I've stayed with the
agency all these years."

“BOB CRIPPEN became the fifth center director in KSC's 30-year history.”

From The January 31, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1. The caption for the photo on the next page is “A TORRENT OF WATER
gushed across the mobile launcher platform and pad structures as Discovery lifted off
from Complex 39's Pad A on Jan. 22 to begin the STS-42 mission. Nearly 300,000
gallons of water are poured onto the pad area in a 20-second period to protect the
Space Shuttle, its payloads and pad structures from the high energy sound vibrations
and heat generated by launch. The MLP "rainbird" at lower left (highlighted) is just
beginning its high-intensity spray, triggered by a signal that the solids have been ignited
and the Shuttle has been freed for flight.”
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On page 6, “STS-44 crew visits with space center workers”.

In part, the article reads “The STS-44 crew returned to Kennedy Space Center last
month to express appreciation to employees for the successful mission. Space Shuttle
Atlantis was launched from KSC's Pad 39A Nov. 24, 1991, and landed at Edwards Air
Force Base, Calif., Dec. 1, 1991. During the mission, the six-man crew deployed the
Defense Support Program satellite. On Dec. 19, 1991, the crew members showed a film
and slides from their flight to about 400 employees in the KSC Training Auditorium.
After the presentation, the astronauts visited with more than 800 employees who were
located at various sites, including Lockheed and Thiokol offices in Titusville…”.

On page 7, “Foreign Object Debris prevention stressed during weeklong
program”, by Lynne Riefler. Part the article reads “At the T-3 hour hold, roughly three
hours before Discovery was launched on mission STS-48 in September 1991, an
unidentified object captured the eye of a member of the Ice Inspection Team. "If the
solid rocket booster exhaust caught this object just right, it could have done some
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serious damage to the orbiter," said Mike Barber, a Lockheed lead safety engineer who
found the Foreign Object Debris (FOD). Because this FOD was lodged in an
inaccessible area, a tool was devised to prod and loosen the object which turned out to
be a metal clamp. It was removed and examined by firing room personnel before
launch, Barber added…
Earlier this month, Center Director Robert Crippen talked to employees in the Orbiter
Processing Facility to kick off FOD Awareness Week. "I wholeheartedly believe in FOD
awareness," Crippen said. "With thousands of hours in the air as an aircraft pilot, I can
testify that it is a necessity. We need your support to keep KSC clean and safe."…

“FOODY, mascot of the National Aerospace Foreign Object Debris Prevention Program, visited
Kennedy Space Center to draw attention to the problems that misplaced items create.”

From The February 14, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Discovery to undergo modification at KSC”. In part, the article reads
“KSC's Shuttle processing team is gearing up to perform significant improvements and
modifications to the orbiter Discovery. Work will begin this month and is scheduled to
conclude in September. After its arrival from California, Discovery will be towed into
Orbiter Processing Facility bay 2 for post-flight operations…
During its six-month stay in the OPF,… approximately 53 modifications are planned for
Discovery, including the installation of a drag chute, adding redundant nose wheel
steering capability, improvements to the avionics, improved auxiliary power units and a
structural beefup of the orbiter…”.
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From page 6, “Former NASA news chief to receive recognition for aerospace
reporting”. Part of the article reads “Edward H. “Harry” Kolcum, Southeast senior
editor for Aviation Week & Space Technology, has been selected to receive the 1991
Lauren D. Lyman Award of the Aviation Space Writers Association. The Cocoa Beach
resident has interviewed numerous KSC managers and engineers over the years and
routinely covers NASA news for his publication… Kolcum entered the field as chief of
the News Division at NASA Headquarters where he served from August 1959 until June
1960…”.

“HARRY KOLCUM, an Aviation & Space Technology editor, will receive an award from the
Aviation Space Writers Association in March.”

There is the Harry Kolcum News and Communications Award. The National Space
Club Florida Committee website states “The National Space Club Florida Committee
each year recognizes area representatives of the news media and other
communications professionals for excellence in telling the space story along Florida’s
Space Coast and throughout the world. The award is named in honor of Harry Kolcum,
the former managing editor of Aviation Week & Space Technology, who was Cape
bureau chief from 1980 to 1993, prior to his death in 1994. Kolcum was a founding
member of the National Space Club Florida Committee…”. Past award winners are
included on the noted website.
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On page 7, “Expanded KSC directory due out in early March”, by George Diller. In
the day when hardcopy phone books, were “the thing”. A portion of the article reads
“KSC Locator Kathy Newland plans on getting fewer phone calls next month. The ATS
employee says the new KSC telephone book, scheduled for distribution around March
1, should substantially lessen her workload.
Newland's phone started ringing off the hook last October when more than 10,000
telephone numbers at KSC changed from the 867 prefix to 861, making the current
book largely obsolete. The updated numbers are published in the new 1992 phone
book. The upcoming edition will be similar to the last one that was issued in 1990… It
also features a new cover designed by EG&G Graphics…
In the 1992 book, there are more than 19,300 telephone numbers, representing over 96
percent of the KSC population… Darrell Wilson, supervisor of Mail Services for ATS, is
responsible for distributing the phone book. When the 20,500 new books are received
from the Government Printing Office, they'll be delivered to the EG&G warehouse on
approximately 20 pallets… From there, the books will be distributed through the regular
mail delivery system, which should take about two weeks to complete…
The 1992 edition is just barely off the presses and the 1993 edition is already in the
works…”.

“MONITOR DISPLAYS one of several conceptual designs for new telephone directory. Looking
on are Harriet Brown of KSC's Center Support Branch and EG&G Graphics Illustrator Gary
Spurlock. Standing is Tom Paul, Graphics branch manager.”
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From The February 28, 1992, Spaceport News
From page 1, “STS-45 next to fly”.

“VIEW FROM AFAR - a field of daisies seems to surround the Space Shuttle Atlantis which is
undergoing final preparations for mission STS45 while at launch Pad 39A. The vehicle was
rolled out Feb. 20, and liftoff is targeted for late March. The seven-member crew will conduct a
variety of experiments with the Atlas-1 (Atmospheric Laboratory for Applications and Science)
payload which will be carried in the cargo bay. Atlantis spent only 55 days in the Orbiter
Processing Facility (OPF), an OPF record. The previous record of 60 days, for STS-43 last year,
also was set by Atlantis.”

From The March 13, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Endeavour takes giant step toward launch”, by Lisa Malone. Part of
the article states “Nearly 1,000 KSC employees and their families were on hand to
cheer as the sleek new Space Shuttle Endeavour rolled from the Orbiter Processing
Facility to the Vehicle Assembly Building March 7. "It's a fantastic day. I'm proud of the
work the team has done and to be a part of it all," said Tip Talone, Endeavour's flow
director… "We started on this thing back when it was just a wing and a fuselage, and to
see it the way it is today is really amazing," said Hugo Delgado, Endeavour's project
engineer.”…
Endeavour was scheduled to be rolled to Launch Pad 39B today. As part of first-flight
testing,a flight readiness firing of Endeavour's three main engines and main propulsion
system is planned in early April. Endeavour's maiden voyage, set for launch in May, will
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be highlighted by three space walks, the most ever performed from a Shuttle during a
single mission. Astronauts will reboost the Intelsat communications satellite, currently
stuck in an errant orbit, and demonstrate space station assembly methods.”

“SCORES OF Kennedy Space Center employees led the way for Space Shuttle Endeavour as it
was rolled to the Vehicle Assembly Building March 7.”
On page 2, “Astronauts visit with employees, present Silver Snoopy Awards”.

In part, the article reads “STS-42 crew members visited with about 750 employees last month at
Kennedy Space Center. The crew returned to KSC Feb. 20 to thank employees for supporting
the mission which was launched here Jan. 22. On the same day the crew members arrived at
KSC, they toured 11 work sites, including USBI’s Parachute Refurbishment Facility, and visited
with about 254 employees.
The next day, they showed a mission film and slides to about 325 employees in the KSC
Training Auditorium. After the presentation, the crew visited with some 170 employees in the
Orbiter Processing Facility Bay 3. Earlier in the month, astronaut David Wolf presented five
Silver Snoopy Awards to Kennedy Space Center employees…”.
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“ASTRONAUT Bill Readdy (center), who last flew on mission STS-42 in January, signs a dollar
bill for Annie Ferguson of Lockheed in the Orbiter Processing Facility Bay 3. NASA employee
Jim Davis, left, waits to get Readdy's autograph.”

On page 6, “Morgan: 'The role of women ... is becoming increasingly more
visible'”. A portion of the article states “The following is an interview with JoAnn
Morgan, KSC's director of Payload Projects Management. Morgan began her federal
service career with the Army Ballistic Missile Agency at Cape Canaveral in 1958 while
serving as a student trainee, and came to work for NASA at KSC after earning an
engineering degree from the University of Florida. She subsequently earned a master's
degree in management from Stanford University…
Morgan has held engineering and management positions in both expendable and
manned space programs. She is the first woman at KSC to attain a position in the
Senior Executive Service. Before assuming her current position, Morgan was deputy
director of the Shuttle Payload Operations Directorate…
You are still one of only a few senior women managers around KSC. How tough
was it breaking into that male-dominated engineering world? In the early part of
my career it was sometimes intimidating because I was very shy. I had to learn to be
aggressive and assertive because I was almost always the only woman in meetings or
working a particular project… I'm still frequently the only woman in the room when I go
to meetings, but that's changing. The role of women at KSC and throughout NASA is
becoming increasingly more visible, for the better I believe.
To what do you credit the success of your career? NASA has provided me with
great educational opportunities, and I've jumped at them. But, I think that in the course
of working here I've become successful by doing my homework and then tackling
problems that other people wouldn't.
What are the most memorable moments of your career with NASA? The very first
launch I worked on is among them. I came to work on a Monday and that Friday I was
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part of the Redstone launch team. They handed me a telescope and told me to count
the daisy flares that separated from the rocket during ascent… Apollo 11 was a
tremendous experience for me because I was the only woman out of about 500 people
working in the firing room… That whole mission was a big thrill.
What are your aspirations for the future? I feel I have the best job in NASA right
now. I don't know what else I'd rather do... maybe fly my own experiment on the Shuttle
someday.”

“PAYLOAD PROJECTS Management Director JoAnn Morgan surveys payload processing
inside the Operations and Checkout Building high bay.”

From The March 27, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “International mission to study Earth's atmosphere”. In part, the article
reads “Atlantis blasted off Launch Pad 39A on its 11th flight at 8:13 a.m. Tuesday,
March 24. The purpose of the international science-gathering mission is to learn more
about Earth's atmosphere. "We had a super-smooth tanking operation with no
problems," said Launch Director Bob Sieck shortly after the liftoff. "The team was
rewarded with a safe and successful launch," he added…
The 46th Shuttle flight, STS-45, is highlighted by the Atmospheric Laboratory for
Applications and Science-I (ATLAS-1) payload. Twelve instruments from the United
States, France, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, the Netherlands and Japan are
onboard… Atlantis' planned eight-day flight is scheduled to end with a landing at KSC
April 1…”.
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“SPACE SH UTILE ATLANTIS lifts off Launch Pad 39A at 8:13 a.m. Tuesday, March 24.”

On page 8, “KSC manager steals the show”.

"LAUNCH BOX" television show host David Rhoden interviews Dick Lyon, manager of KSC's
Space Station Project Office, during a recent filming at Universal Studios Florida. The space
education show is a public service of the Nickelodeon channel and is produced in conjunction
with NASA and the Astronauts Memorial Foundation. This segment centers on NASA's Space
Station Freedom and is scheduled to air in the Central Florida area in mid-April.”

Page 12

From The April 10, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Endeavour fired up”.

“ENDEAVOUR, NASA's newest orbiter, undergoes the rigors of a Flight Readiness Firing (FRF)
April 6 at KSC's Pad 39B. The 22-second test was designed to establish the integrity of the
orbiter's three main engines and the main propulsion system while operating under the
extremes of cryogenic conditions. The FRF is necessary to certify the vehicle for its first flight,
now targeted for early next month.”

Also on page 1, “New NASA Administrator Goldin watches Shuttle landing at
KSC”. A portion of the article reads “Daniel S. Goldin, NASA's newly appointed
administrator, wasted little time in getting a firsthand look at the Space Shuttle fleet in
action. Confirmed by the Senate only two days earlier, Goldin was on hand at KSC
April 2 as Atlantis touched down on the Shuttle Landing Facility runway to conclude the
STS-45 mission…
Goldin, former vice president and general manager of the TRW Space & Technology
Group, succeeds Richard H. Truly as NASA's chief… A native of New York City, Goldin
holds a mechanical engineering degree from City College of New York and a certificate
in executive management from UCLA… He began his career as a research scientist in
electronic propulsion at NASA's Lewis Research Center in 1962…
Goldin described NASA as a symbol of America's competitive economic spirit . . . an
investment in America's future. "I am absolutely committed to this nation's space
program," he told reporters at a press conference following Atlantis' landing at KSC…”.
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“NASA ADMINISTRATOR Daniel C. Goldin makes a close-up inspection of the 17-inch
disconnect door on the orbiter Atlantis soon after it landed at KSC April 2.”

On page 8, “New hardware allows for longer space flights”, by Lisa Malone. In
part, the article reads “Columbia's next flight, the 13-day STS-50 mission with the United
States Microgravity Laboratory-I payload, is scheduled to set a new duration record for
the Space Shuttle program… Longer space flights are possible on the Space Shuttle
because of a new piece of hardware called an Extended Duration Orbiter (EDO)
pallet…
"With the pallet, the Shuttle can support a 16-day flight plus two contingency days and
possibly longer depending on power and crew requirements," said Patricia Gladney, a
NASA engineer… Circular in shape, this pallet contains extra tank sets to hold liquid
hydrogen and liquid oxygen reactants required to support the extended Shuttle
missions… A special area in… the Vehicle Assembly Building has been renovated to
process the EDO pallet which arrived at KSC the second week of January…”.

“NASA ADMINISTRATOR Daniel C. Goldin makes a close-up inspection of the 17-inch
disconnect door on the orbiter Atlantis soon after it landed at KSC April 2.“
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From the April 24, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Endeavour's engines exchanged”.

“AT LAUNCH PAD 39B, technicians prepare to lift a main engine onto the Mobile Launcher
Platform to replace one that had been removed from Space Shuttle Endeavour after the April 6
Flight Readiness Firing (FRF). Irregularities detected in two of the new engines during the 22second firing would not have been a safety concern if the FRF had been a launch. But, as a
precautionary measure, all three main engines were replaced with ones that had previously
been flown. An early May launch date for Endeavour on mission STS-49 was to be set this
week.”

Also on page 2, “Senior managers receive new roles”. Part of the article states “Two
of KSC's top managers, Bob Sieck and Ted Sasseen, were recently assigned to new
positions of responsibility within the center's senior management sector. Sieck has been
appointed deputy director of Space Shuttle Management and Operations and will assist
that organization's director, Jay Honeycutt, with the management and technical direction
of the Shuttle program at KSC. In addition to this new role, Sieck will continue to serve
as Space Shuttle launch director… Sasseen is reassigned as a special assistant to the
center director working on selected engineering issues. Sasseen has been Space
Shuttle Engineering director at KSC since 1987…”.

Page 15

From The May 8, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 2, “Information exchange”.

“NASA EMPLOYEES participated in the fifth session of the Center Director's Recognition and
Information Exchange Program, also called the CD Roundtable, April 8 in the center director's
office. From left, Wallace R. Schroeder, Zachary K. Cline, Richard A. Phillips, Tuyen "Tom"
Nguyen, Laura B. Rochester, Eric F. Redding, Deputy Center Director Gene Thomas and
Center Director Bob Crippen. The program was initiated in January 1991 as the result of an
employee's suggestion. Participants are selected by their directorates and spend approximately
one hour with the center director and deputy center director exchanging information regarding
current center activities and plans. The program recognizes employee contributions and
promotes communication.”

Also on pages 2.

“DEBRIS PREVENTION REWARDED - Dave Jarrell, left, accepted an award for the Lockheed
Aft Shop from NASA Quality Assurance Director Ernie Reyes. Attending the presentation in the
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Orbiter Processing Facility High Bay 2 were Alan Shinault (second from left) and Billy McClure
of Lockheed and KSC FOO Manager Mike Vendlinski of NASA. The KSC FOO Prevention
Award was given to this work site because it had the least amount of foreign object debris in a
flight hardware area during the first quarter of 1992. The Quality Assurance Directorate plans to
present the award to a new recipient at the end of each quarter to promote awareness of foreign
object debris in work areas.”

On pages 4 and 5, “Chili cook-off highlights this year's picnic”, by Bruce
Buckingham. In part, the article reads “The 1992 KSC All-American picnic drew
hundreds of employees and their families to KARS Park on May 2 to enjoy the food, fun
and sun. A special treat this year was the chili cook-off. "It was the hit of the picnic,"
commented Shuttle Management and Operations Director Jay Honeycutt, this year's
picnic chairman. Many who witnessed the cook-off expressed a desire that it become a
KSC picnic tradition…
Center Director Bob Crippen kicked off the opening ceremony… This was the first year
a single directorate has assumed the responsibility of organizing the picnic.”

“Mike McCulley of Lockheed (second from left) announced the winners of the first KSC chili
cook-off. Assisting him are Jay Honeycutt of NASA, left, and Alan DeLuna of Lockheed.”

“Jay Honeycutt, chairman of this year's picnic, fires back at a would-be dunker at the charity
dunking booth.”
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From The May 22, 1992, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 8, “Daring rescue sparks ideas from public”, by Jon Ewing. A
portion of the article reads “STS-49's out-of-this-world endeavors have rekindled public
enthusiasm for the nation's space programs. Indeed, last week's orbital wrestling match
between Endeavour's crew and the recalcitrant INTELSAT VI satellite prompted
suggestions on how to solve the dilemma from people of all walks of life from all across
the land. Engineers, construction workers, teachers and students, computer scientists
and housewives flooded NASA news centers at KSC and Johnson Space Center with a
smorgasbord of ideas on how to snag and hold the errant spacecraft…”.

On the left, “NASA'S NEWEST SPACESHIP begins its maiden voyage from KSC's Launch Pad
39B on May 7 at 7:40 p.m. EDT. During the historic mission, the seven-member crew set
several Shuttle and space flight records, including the first Shuttle flight with four space walks
and the two longest space walks in the history of the U.S. space program.” On the right,
“THREE PAIRS OF HANDS belonging to STS-49 crew members are all that keeps the nearly
4.5-ton INTELSAT VI satellite from drifting away from NASA's newest orbiter, Endeavour.
Manually grasping the stranded communications satellite are, from left, Mission Specialists
Richard J. Hieb, Thomas D. Akers and Pierre J. Thuot. The dramatic space rescue on May 13
came after two space walks that were unsuccessful in capturing the wayward satellite. After
retrieval, the seven-member crew mated the satellite to a new perigee kick motor, and
redeployed the spacecraft. The nine-day mission included a record four space walks on a
Space Shuttle mission.”
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On page 2, “Names added to memorial”. Part of the article reads “

“GAZING AT the Astronauts Memorial are the families of Michael Adams, left, and Manley
"Sonny" Carter Jr. during a ceremony May 8 at Spaceport USA. The ceremony honored Adams,
an Air Force test pilot, and Carter, a NASA astronaut, whose names were recently etched in the
polished granite wall. Carter, a physician who flew on STS-33 in 1989, died April 5, 1991, in a
plane crash en route to official NASA business. He was scheduled to fly on STS-42 earlier this
year. Adams, a major in the Air Force, died Nov. 15, 1967, while testing the rocket-powered
X-15 research aircraft. Adams was awarded astronaut status posthumously because his final,
fatal flight crossed the barrier to space. Sixteen names are now on the "Space Mirror" memorial
which was dedicated May 9, 1991, by the Astronauts Memorial Foundation. The foundation was
established to recognize astronauts who have perished while serving the U.S. space program,
and to establish an education program in their memory.”

On page 6, “Nothing in the world can do in space what the Shuttle can do”. A
portion of the article reads “The following is an interview with Kennedy Space Center's
Launch Director, Bob Sieck, who is also KSC's deputy director of Space Shuttle
Management and Operations. Sieck earned a bachelor of science degree in electrical
engineering at the University of Virginia in 1960, then spent three years in the Air Force
working as a meteorologist. He joined NASA in 1964 as a Gemini spacecraft systems
engineer. In 1983, he became the first KSC Shuttle flow director…
As part of his responsibilities, he served as Shuttle launch director for 11 Shuttle
missions between April 1984 and October 1985… He was launch director for STS-26,
the return-to-flight mission, and all subsequent Space Shuttle flights to date…
What is the most challenging task you have accomplished in your tenure as
launch director? The biggest challenge was putting together a post-Challenger team
and building up its confidence to safely process Shuttles that will fly successful
missions…
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Has it been overcome? Yes. We have an outstanding team. We changed a lot of
things post-Challenger which, in hindsight, were an overreaction. Now, we need to
make sure we don’t change anything that doesn’t need to be changed…
Looking back over your 28 years at KSC, what are your fondest memories? You
always remember your first flight of a new manned vehicle. Gemini 3 was my first
launch as a member of the team. Also memorable were the first manned Saturn V, the
first Shuttle flight and, of course, the return-to-flight Shuttle mission. But all of those
events are history. It’s like my other hobby, racing cars. Which race do I remember the
most vividly? It’s the one we just had.
In the firing room at T-9 minutes and holding, what keeps Bob Sieck so cool?
Confidence. Because we have all those people out there who have done absolutely the
best they can to prepare their system for flight… There is no reason to be apprehensive.
It’s like the pace lap prior to a race. You’re not worried about seeing the green light flag,
you look forward to it.”…
From page 7, “Tile bonding on orbiter Discovery surpasses goal”, by Lisa Malone.
Part of the article states “Shuttle employees receive some of the most unique awards
ever given. Recently, the thermal protection system (TPS) team working on Discovery
received such an award in the Orbiter Processing Facility (OPF) bay 2… The team had
planned 213 bonds by April 24, and had actually bonded 314 tiles and blankets on
Discovery. Discovery is undergoing a planned maintenance period in bay 2 prior to its
next flight this fall on mission STS-53…”.

“EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS-Rick Potter, Lockheed OPF bay 2 manager, accepted
a thermal protection system award from Jay Honeycutt (back left), NASA director of
Shuttle Operations and Management, and Mike McCulley (back right), Lockheed
Launch Site vice president. The award, which now hangs in OPF bay 2, recognizes
superior work by the Discovery thermal protection system team in exceeding the tile
bond plan by more than 100 bonds.”
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From The June 5, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Classic insignia returns”. In part, the article reads “The original NASA
insignia, affectionately known as the meatball, is making a comeback. "The old NASA
insignia is back because the men and women of NASA wanted it back," said NASA
Administrator Daniel S. Goldin. "The classic never goes out of style… "The new NASA
will be frugal - finding ways to do everything faster, better and cheaper - without
compromising safety. That includes this insignia transition," Goldin explained. The
NASA logotype, commonly referred to as the worm, has been used since 1975.”
The black and white version of the NASA meatball below is from the Spaceport News
issue while the color version is from Wikipedia, as well as the worm.

Of note, the NASA worm is making a comeback. The following is from Wikipedia about
the worm: “…The NASA logotype was retired from official use on May 22, 1992, by
NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin. The design was used only for special occasions and
commercial merchandising purposes approved by the Visual Identity Coordinator at
NASA Headquarters until 2020, when it was brought out of retirement by
administrator Jim Bridenstine. The re-instated logo was unveiled on the booster for
SpaceX's Crew-Demo 2 Mission. This marked its first official use since 1992….”. The
worm logo will also make an appeance on the Artemis 1 boosters; reference below
photo. Orion will also sport the worm.

“The NASA logotype, or "worm" logo, is seen on a booster segment of the Space Launch
System rocket that will fly on Artemis I. Credits: NASA.”
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On page 4, “KSC could be mission control center during an emergency”, by Lisa
Malone. A portion of the article states “Picture this: a Space Shuttle mission is in
progress, a hurricane hits the Johnson Space Center (JSC) where the Mission
Operations Control Room (MOCR) is located, leaving it unable to carry out the rest of
the flight. Visualizing this situation as a possible worst-case scenario, flight controllers
recently teamed up with KSC launch controllers to simulate controlling the flight from a
firing room at KSC. NASA Shuttle managers are discussing the possibility of making
KSC the emergency mission control center (EMCC). Currently, the White Sands Test
Facility in New Mexico is the designated site if JSC becomes inoperative.
During the simulation, members of the KSC launch team including Shuttle Test Director
Al Sofge, Orbiter Test Conductor Roberta Wyrick and several KSC engineers practiced
using KSC as a mini-mission control center with several flight controllers from JSC in
Firing Room 2… "I think we demonstrated that KSC can be used effectively as an
emergency mission control center," said Sofge.
If the MOCR became unsuitable for carrying out with the rest of the mission for some
reason, the general plan would be to fly about 17 flight controllers, along with their
procedures and personal gear and two or three computers, to the KSC Shuttle Landing
Facility by JSC or chartered aircraft… Depending on the situation, the EMCC may be
used for several hours, just until the MOCR at JSC was back in operation, or long
enough to land the Shuttle safely…”.

“SIMULATING an Emergency Mission Control Center in KSC's Firing Room 2 are Lockheed
Test Project Engineer Kristine Wilson (left) and NASA Shuttle Project Engineer Michael Garske,
both of Kennedy Space Center, and Flight Director Linda Ham of Johnson Space Center.”
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On page 6, “Endeavour's ferry-tale mission ends at KSC”.

“ENDEAVOUR, ATOP the 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft, lands at KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility
Saturday, May 30. The cross-country ferry flight from Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., marks the
end of its historic first mission in space. The ferry-flight return involved spending three nights in
Texas due to adverse weather conditions.”

From The June 19, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Orbiters pass key tests for upcoming summer launches”, by Bruce
Buckingham. Part of the article states “Kennedy Space Center launch operations are
busier than ever this summer with two Space Shuttles currently sitting on the beachside pads. Shuttle Columbia was rolled out to Launch Pad 39B on June 3, followed just
eight days later by Shuttle Atlantis to Pad 39A on June 11.
Columbia is first on the launch manifest. Following a successful Terminal Countdown
Demonstration Test (TCDT) last week and the Flight Readiness Review, managers
decided on June 25 as the launch date. The two-and-one-half hour window opens at
12:07 p.m. Columbia on mission STS-50 will carry into orbit the United States
Microgravity Laboratory on a record-breaking 13-day mission.
Shuttle Atlantis on mission STS-46 is targeted to fly in mid-July, lifting into orbit the
Tethered Satellite System and deploying the European Retrievable Carrier (EURECA),
a free-flying platform. Its TCDT was conducted earlier this week. Work on the twin pads
will be conducted in tandem, with emphasis on launching Columbia first…”.
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“COLUMBIA'S FLIGHT CREW arrives at the Shuttle Landing Facility June 7 to take part in the
STS-50 Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test. From left are Mission Specialist Carl J.
Meade, Payload Specialist Lawrence J. DeLucas, Payload Commander Bonnie J. Dunbar,
Commander Dick Richards, Mission Specialist Ellen S. Baker, Pilot Kenneth O. Bowersox and
Payload Specialist Eugene H. Trinh. Liftoff for the 13-day STS-50 mission is set for June 25.”

Also on page 1, “New flow director selected for orbiter Discovery”, by Lisa Malone.
A portion of the article states “David A. King, a former Shuttle vehicle manager, has
recently been promoted to flow director for orbiter Discovery. As flow director, King is
responsible for the overall management of all government and contractor activities
associated with processing the orbiter for each of its assigned missions… "David's keen
sense of responsibility, coupled with his bright and energetic attitude, are essential
ingredients for a good flow director," said Jim Harrington, director of Shuttle Operations.
King received a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from the University of
South Carolina in 1983. In addition, King earned a master's degree in business
administration from Florida Institute of Technology in 1991. He began his career with
NASA in 1983 as a Shuttle main propulsion system engineer, a position he held for six
years before becoming vehicle manager for orbiters Discovery and, subsequently,
Endeavour…”.
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On page 6, “First aerospace class graduates from Tutor Time”, by Joe Green. Part
of the article reads “…The Education Office set out to capture the interest of young
children, including the 3- to 5-year-olds at Tutor Time, the KSC child-care facility.
Dr. Jane Hodges, an aerospace specialist with extensive experience in educational
programs for younger children, joined the Education Office in 1991. One of her early
activities was to work with Debbie O'Bryun, director of Tutor Time. They started an
aerospace education program, created by Dr. Hodges, for the older preschoolers…
The Tutor Time children spend several hours each week in activities related to clouds,
star constellations, space suits and astronauts. They even performed a "Shuttle
mission" while sitting in a half-size inflatable simulation of an orbiter cabin. This and
some related activities were filmed and recently appeared on the "NASA Today"
program… Center Director Robert Crippen visited the children at Tutor Time and later
supplied signed photos of himself in his space suit for the 1992 graduates. The
ceremony was held on May 29…”.

“THE SENIOR CLASS (5-yearolds) of Tutor Time dons caps and gowns to pose for their
graduation picture. Preschool teacher Maria Varrial stands in the center. This was the first group
at KSC to complete the aerospace program designed for preschoolers by Jane Hodges.”

“JANE HODGES (far right), KSC Education Office, and Kathy Messakul, an engineer with
General Dynamics, explain concepts from the new book All Aboard For Space to two eager
students at Tutor Time. This book, along with several others now available to elementary
teachers, fosters an interest in space and science at an early age.”
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From the July 3, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Out for the long haul”.

“SPACE SHUTTLE COLUMBIA PIERCES the clouds after lifting off Pad 39A at 12:12 p.m. June
25. Mission STS-50 is the first Extended Duration Orbiter flight and is scheduled to last a
record-breaking 13 days. Columbia, with the U.S. Microgravity Laboratory-1 aboard, is expected
to land at Edwards Air Force Base in California July 8. This is Columbia's first flight since
mission STS-40 in June 1991. NASA's oldest orbiter was taken out of operation during this
period to be serviced and modified for extended space flight.”

From The July 17, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Longest Space Shuttle mission ends with KSC landing”, by Lisa
Malone. In part, the article reads “Columbia's touchdown at the Shuttle Landing Facility
on July 9 at 7:42:27 a.m. EDT marked the end of the longest Shuttle mission to date.
Not counting the Skylab Space Station flights in the 1970s, STS-50 was the longest
manned flight in the history of the U.S. space program.
Landing was originally scheduled for Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., but with clouds
and rain in the area, the mission was extended a day. Columbia's primary landing and
recovery team was on station at Edwards. With the likelihood of a KSC landing
increasing, Tim Bollo, KSC convoy commander, held a meeting that afternoon to ensure
the team would be in position at the Shuttle Landing Facility (SLF) the next morning.
With persistent adverse weather conditions the next day at Edwards, mission controllers
decided about an hour before deorbit burn to move the landing to Florida…”.
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“COLUMBIA'S DRAG CHUTE unfurls as the orbiter rolls down Runway 33 of KSC's Shuttle
Landing Facility on July 9. The arbiter's main gear touched down at 7:42:27 a.m. ending STS50, the longest mission in the Shuttle program. The mission lasted 13 days, 19 hours, 30
minutes and four seconds. Top right, Pilot Ken Bowersox, left, and Commander Dick Richards
stand in front of the orbiter and congratulate each other after the picture-perfect landing. Five
other crew members and the U.S. Microgravity Laboratory-1 were onboard.”

On page 3, “Payload team sets new Spacelab processing record”, by Mitch
Varnes. A portion of the article reads “The Spacelab-J module last flew in January on
the International Microgravity Laboratory-I mission. Following that highly successful
flight, the module was transported back to its processing bay in KSC's Operations and
Checkout Building and readied for the STS-47 Spacelab-J mission. The 19-week
reconfiguration and checkout of the payload easily eclipsed the average Spacelab
module processing time of 24 weeks…
"We surprised ourselves," commented Glenn Snyder, STS-47 payload processing
manager. "We went into this flow wondering whether or not it was possible to process a
payload for flight on such a tight schedule… Snyder also credits the accomplishment to
the smooth working relationship between the American and Japanese engineers who
readied Spacelab-J. "Everyone pulled together as a team," he said… "It's been a real
pleasure working on this payload."…
Spacelab-J is a joint mission between NASA and the National Space Development
Agency (NASDA) of Japan. The Spacelab payload consists of two dozen materials
science experiments and 20 life science experiments…”.
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“SPACELAB-J is moved into position above a payload canister with the help of two low-bay
cranes and a supporting "strongback" structure inside the Operations and Checkout Building on
July 1. Already installed are the Get Away (GAS) can experiments attached to a GAS bridge.
After Spacelab-J was lowered into the canister, it was transferred to the Orbiter Processing
Facility, where it was installed in Endeavour's payload bay for mission STS-47, now targeted for
September.”

On page 4, “External tank propellant loading milestone-reached on STS-50”, by
Lisa Malone. In part, the article reads “The recent STS-50 mission marked the 100th
time in the 11-year history of the Space Shuttle program that KSC's liquid hydrogen
team has loaded the external tank with its supercold propellant fuel. With 49 Shuttle
launches, six Flight Readiness Firings, eight wet countdown tanking tests, 29 scrubs
and several special tanking tests because of liquid hydrogen leaks during the summer
of 1990, the team has reached this significant mark.
"We feel proud as a team for successfully achieving this milestone," said Michael Orr,
Lockheed's supervisor for the liquid hydrogen (LH2) team. In the Launch Control Center
firing room, the team occupies three consoles, two with LH2 engineers and one with a
main propulsion engineer. These two disciplines work together during the last hours of
the countdown. The team is made up of NASA and Lockheed members…
Noting how the LH2 loading operation has improved since the beginning of the Shuttle
program, Orr said, "We've really come a long way since the very first wet tanking test
prior to STS-1. That was a very long day when we loaded the external tank for the first
time at KSC. We have made enhancements and streamlined the operation since then.
We’ve learned a lot from past experience.”
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As the team demonstrated greater proficiency and confidence, management decided to
delete the wet tanking test from pre-launch testing after STS-6. "STS-7 was the first
time a manned vehicle didn't go through a wet tanking test," said Orr… The team is
looking forward to their next challenge, loading the tank for the 101st time during the
STS-46 launch countdown.”

“THE NASA AND LOCKHEED TEAM responsible for loading supercold liquid hydrogen into the
Space Shuttle external tank takes a minute to celebrate a historic achievement, the 100th
loading operation conducted during tests or prior to launch.”

On page 5, “Launch Control Center gets new windows”, by Jon Ewing. Part of the
article reads “The huge windows overlooking both launch pads have witnessed
yesteryear's launches of the Saturn V rockets, and resisted the roaring thunder of nearly
50 Space Shuttle launches. Now, the windows are sorely in need of repair…
The original windows in the LCC were specially designed to reduce audible levels of
sound during launch and filter out 75 percent of the sun's light rays, thus reducing heat
and glare. Exposure to the harsh Florida environment has cracked many of the
windows, others even have small holes in them, and piecemeal replacement of the
glass over the years has resulted in a checkerboard effect…
The windows were originally scheduled to be replaced between 1993 and 1995...
However, KSC Director Bob Crippen's interest accelerated the process, making
replacement a reality today. The Brevard Plate Glass Company was awarded the
challenging task, and its workers have taken the job to heart. They've dubbed
themselves the LCC window team, and wear T-shirts proclaiming their identity…
Installing the new window is the hardest part. Workers must use supersize suction cups
to grip the 240-pound window, from both inside the LCC and outside atop high-reach
booms, and work the window into place… According to NASA Shuttle Test Director
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Mike Leinbach, the project is about halfway completed with work in firing rooms 2 and 3
remaining…”.

“WORKERS FROM the Brevard Plate Glass Company install new windows in firing room 1 of
the Launch Control Center. At left are Wayne Harrington, top center, and below, from left, Ovie
Blanton, Mike Bishop, Orlando Sherwood and David White. The work should be completed in
August.”

From page 7, “Newly formed team examines cultural changes at KSC”. In part, the
article states “Over the past several years, changes have been occurring in the cultural
makeup of the U.S. which are reflected in the work force of Kennedy Space Center.
These changes are expected to continue well into the next century. Three years ago,
the center director chartered a special group called the KSC Multi-Cultural Education
Program (MCEP) team "to ensure that KSC continues to attract and fully utilize a highly
qualified work force which is growing more culturally diverse ... (and to) ... assure
improved communications."
Ann Montgomery, deputy director of Shuttle Logistics Management, who now chairs the
program team, pointed to projections which contrast the makeup of the overall work
force in 1989 with what is expected in the year 2000. In 1989, the work force was 64.1
percent white male employees, 23.4 percent white female employees and 12.5 percent
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minority employees. For the year 2000, the projection is 48 percent white male, 31
percent white female and 21 percent minority.
The M-CEP team has been working on an ambitious schedule to sensitize supervisors
and work with personnel, manpower and directorate administrative officers to achieve
the greatest benefits from the changes. "While this work is going on, we also have
chartered a team of individuals from different cultural backgrounds and work areas to
look into whether or not there are any cultural barriers which prevent all employees from
achieving their highest potential," Montgomery explained. The new group is called the
Cultural Barrier Identification Team…”.

From The August 14, 1992, Spaceport News
From page 1, “Atlantis scheduled for yearlong modifications”, by Lisa Malone. A
portion of the article reads “After 12 flights and more than 20 million miles of space
travel, Atlantis will undergo a yearlong intensive modification and inspection period.
Atlantis' landing Aug. 8 at KSC ended the STS-46 mission and marked the start of the
modification period which is routinely required of each orbiter. Some work will be
performed at KSC before the orbiter is ferried to the Rockwell Shuttle manufacturing
plant in Palmdale, Calif., in mid-October.
About 75 modifications are planned prior to Atlantis' next flight in 1994. Several major
modifications to be incorporated include adding the drag chute and capability for
extended duration flights and implementing a redundant hydraulic nose wheel steering
capability…”.

“SPACE SHUTILE ATLANTIS ROLLS on Runway 33 of KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility during a
smooth touchdown, ending the eight-day STS-46 mission at 9:11:50 a.m. Aug. 8. In the
background is the Vehicle Assembly Building only a few miles away.”
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Also on page 1, “Astronauts inspect Endeavour and Spacelab-J”, by Mitch Varnes.
In part, the article reads “The seven astronauts slated to fly aboard Space Shuttle
Endeavour in September visited the Kennedy Space Center in late-July and conducted
their final pre-launch inspection of the mission's primary payload, the Spacelab-J
module. The Spacelab, resting inside Endeavour's payload bay, was checked by the
crew as the vehicle remained in a horizontal position inside the Orbiter Processing
Facility (OPF) bay 3… "There weren't any surprises for us. The crew was pleased with
what they saw," said STS-47 Payload Processing Manager Glenn Snyder…”.

“THE ST5-47 CREW POSES for a group portrait inside the Spacelab-J module, installed in the
cargo bay of orbiter Endeavour. From left, kneeling, are Alternate Payload Specialist Dr. Chiald
Muka; Mission specialist Jan Davis and Alternate Payload Specialist Takao Doi. Standing are
Pilot Curtis Brown; Payload Commander Mark Lee; Mission Specialist Jerome Apt; Payload
Specialist Mamoru Mohri; Mission Commander Robert Gibson; Mission Specialist Dr. Mae
Jemison; and Alternate Payload Specialist Stanley Koszelak.”

On page 3, “New facility launches Shuttle processing into the future”. A portion of
the article reads “More than 100 people dedicated KSC's newly completed Processing
Control Center (PCC) in the Launch Complex 39 area July 29. "This is another
milestone in our upgrading of Shuttle processing capabilities," Launch Director Bob
Sieck said. The three-story building located between the Orbiter Processing Facility and
Operations Support Building will be used for orbiter testing, launch team training and
Launch Processing System (LPS) maintenance…
"As we transition to the launch processing computer system that is going to carry us for
decades down the road… this will off-load the work load on our Launch Control Center
so we can continue to process Shuttles and meet the manifest," Sieck said… The
99,000-square-foot facility houses control rooms for orbiter processing and will provide
Space Shuttle engineers and technicians with state-of-the-art areas for computer based
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training to improve and maintain their skills during pre- and post-flight orbiter processing
flows...”.

“KBC DIRECTOR Bob Crippen spoke to a crowd gathered outside the Processing Control
Center July 29 to celebrate the opening of the new facility. After the ceremony, the people
toured the three-story building and watched employees operate a high-tech computer that will
be used for Space Shuttle processing.”

The PCC is currently used by Boeing for the Commercial Crew Program.

On page 7, “Runway measurement team performs important task”, by Lisa
Malone. In part, the article reads “Atlantis' recent landing in Florida brings to 11 the
number of Shuttle landings at KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility. With more landings
planned at KSC, specialized teams have evolved to measure pertinent data such as the
touchdown point, skid marks and rollout distance…
Even though there are many skid marks on the runway, engineers can tell where each
of the Shuttle's tires touch down on the 15,000-foot-long landing facility. "Shuttle marks
are still warm and gooey right after touchdown," Karen Hicks explained. Within hours
after landing, the team uses tape measures to carefully trace each mark from
touchdown to wheels stop. This distance is typically 10,000 feet...
The point where the wheels stop also is determined and engineers note if and how
much the vehicle travels from one side to the other during the course of the
rollout…"The Shuttle's skid marks have a distinct groove in the middle. Marks from
other aircraft leave a rib," Hicks said. The team also performs a careful inspection of the
Shuttle's tires and brakes about an hour after landing…
Main landing gear tires are replaced after each flight, whereas-the tires on the nose
gear are replaced after every two flights as required. Old tires are used on the Shuttle
when the vehicle is moved from one facility to another or for tests… With orbiter
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upgrades - carbon brakes, nose wheel steering, beefed-up main gear tires and struts
and a drag chute - managers now feel more comfortable and the safety margin for
landing at KSC has increased significantly…”.

On the left, “INSPECTING ATLANTIS' brakes and new beefed-up tires shortly after landing are,
from left, Karen Hicks, Lee Potter, Paul Hofmeister and Adalberto Sierra…”. On the right, “…the
runway measurement team members are Sierra (left), Hofmeister, Al Curry, Hicks, Potter and
Todd Kelso. They posed for this photo after Atlantis landed at KSC Aug. 8. The team makes
preliminary measurements of skid marks following Space Shuttle landings at KSC.”

From The August 28, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Launch date draws nearer as processing pushes ahead”, by Lisa
Malone. A portion of the article reads “Leaping over each schedule hurtle, KSC's
processing team steadily pushes ahead toward the finish line: the successful launch of
Endeavour. The 50th launch in the history of the Space Shuttle program will be the
team's reward. The STS-47 flight crew members were, at press time, scheduled to get a
real feel for launch day today during the final hours of the Terminal Countdown
Demonstration Test…
Endeavour arrived at the Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) on Aug. 17, but work to
attach the spaceplane to its external tank was delayed a few days to allow time to test
the 250- and 175-ton cranes in the VAB. The tests were prompted after the other 250ton crane sped up without warning recently while a booster segment was being lowered
into position. An investigation board is looking into the incident…
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This is Endeavour's second space flight and it marks the first flight devoted primarily to
Japan. Spacelab-J will be aboard with 43 experiments, 34 provided by Japan, seven
from the United States and two joint experiments…”.
Of note in the above, the boosters for STS-52 were being stacked in VAB HB1 when the
close call occurred with VAB 250 ton crane #1. One good result of the close call is that
a closed loop control system was implemented on the VAB 250 ton cranes shortly
thereafter, one of the recommendations of the investigation board.

“A SLOW ZOOM on the camera created the light streaks in this photo as Endeavour was
hoisted inside the Vehicle Assembly Building Aug. 21.”

On page 4, “Cosmonauts tour KSC and dream of flying on the Space Shuttle”. A
portion of the article reads “Two cosmonauts who said they'd like to fly aboard the
Space Shuttle toured Kennedy Space Center Aug . 18. "Of course I'd like to fly on the
Space Shuttle," said Sergei Krikalev when questioned through an interpreter. "It's a
chance to fly on new technology." His wish may be granted.
The U.S. is currently working on an agreement to assign a cosmonaut to a future Space
Shuttle mission. This was the first trip to KSC for Krikalev and Anatoly Artsebarsky who
were in the United States to attend a space conference in Washington, D.C… While
here, they saw the inside of Space Shuttle Atlantis, set foot on the 195-foot level of the
Pad-B fixed service structure and had lunch with Center Director Bob Crippen.”…
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INSIDE SPACE SHUTTLE ATLANTIS, clockwise from left, are cosmonaut Anatoly
Artsebarsky, former astronaut Mike McCulley, Lockheed spacecraft operator Glen Davis
and cosmonaut Sergei Krikalev. McCulley is the Lockheed deputy launch site director.“
Sergei would go on to fly on STS-60 and STS-88 and returned to earth on STS-102.
Anatoly would not fly on a Shuttle mission.

From The September 11, 1992, Spaceport News
From page 1, “Countdown clock starts”, by Bruce Buckingmam. The article states
“Workers at KSC labored hard over the past several weeks preparing the Space Shuttle
Endeavour for the seven-day flight of Spacelab-J - a joint venture between NASA and
the Japanese National Space Development Agency.
Endeavour's launch was threatened last week by a leaking two-inch gaseous oxygen
pressurization quick-disconnect. Engineers were required to dismantle and reconstruct
the disconnect's components at Pad 39B. This particular job had never been performed
in a vertical configuration. The work was successfully completed. As a result, the
countdown clock began ticking at the T-43 hour mark on time at 3 a.m. Sept. 9. The
crew for STS-47 arrived at KSC that same day. At press time Endeavour was on
schedule to lift off at 10:23 a.m. Sept. 12. Landing was set for Sept. 19 at KSC.”
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From The September 25, 1992, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 8, “Endeavour lands, Columbia readied for October launch”, by
Lisa Malone. A portion of the article states “Within hours after the dust settled from
Endeavour's KSC landing on Sept. 20, Shuttle Columbia was on its way from the Orbiter
Processing Facility (OPF) to the Vehicle Assembly Building-a visible step toward launch
targeted for mid-October. Endeavour, now in the OPF, ended the final chapter of a
successful eight-day international mission with Japan. It was the 12th KSC landing…
Columbia, at press time, was to have been attached to its external tank and solid rocket
boosters. Transfer to Launch Pad 39B was planned for tomorrow… Mission STS-52
payloads were transferred to the pad a week ago…”.

“VICE PRESIDENT Dan Quayle talks to the flight crew of Space Shuttle Mission STS-47 as wife
Marilyn listens in shortly before the Sept. 12 launch. Looking on in the Launch Control Center
Firing Room are NASA Administrator Dan Goldin, third from right, and KSC Director Bob
Crippen, far right.”

“ENDEAVOUR'S PERFECT LANDING on KSC's Runway 33 brings to a successful conclusion
Space Shuttle Mission STS-47 which began with a flawless countdown and continued like
clockwork for nearly eight days. The orbiter Endeavour and its crew of seven completed the
history-making 50th Shuttle flight with a smooth touchdown at 8:53 a.m. EDT, Sept. 20.”
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On page 4, “STS-46 crew returns to KSC”. Part of the article reads “The STS-46
crew members returned to Kennedy Space Center Sept. 9 to express their appreciation
to workers for contributing to the successful mission. They began the day with a mission
film and slide show for some 320 employees in the KSC Training Auditorium. Center
Director Robert Crippen and Launch Director Bob Sieck also participated in the
presentation. The crew then separated to visit various areas and present 20 Silver
Snoopy Awards…”.

“STS-46 CREW members sign autographs for employees in the Orbiter Processing Facility bay
2 Sept. 9. From left, pilot Andrew Allen, Mike McCulley of Lockheed, mission specialist Claude
Nicollier, Curtis Walker of Lockheed and payload commander Jeffrey Hoffman.”

On page 3, “NASA test director leads on-time liftoff”, by Lisa Malone. A portion of
the article reads “His first time was on time. Eric Redding's debut at the helm of the
Shuttle test director console during the countdown and launch of Endeavour marked the
first on-time launch since STS-61 in November 1985. Redding, a NASA test director
since he came to work for NASA in 1988, took the lead test director role in processing
operations for the STS-47 vehicle…
"He's got a lot of energy on top of being dedicated and enthusiastic. Eric's always thirsty
for knowledge and really likes to work hard," said Bob Pound, chief of the Shuttle Test
Operations Branch. With this experience under his belt, Redding is qualified to serve as
backup to Shuttle Test Directors Al Sofge and Mike Leinbach. Sofge and Leinbach will
continue to serve as prime test directors.
Redding, 31, earned his second master's degree this year, this time in engineering
management, from the University of Central Florida. He has also earned a bachelor's
degree in mechanical engineering from Clemson University and a master's degree in
space technology from Florida Institute of Technology.”
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“POST-LAUNCH SMILES light up the firing room as Center Director Robert Crippen, left,
congratulates Eric Redding on his first launch countdown serving as a NASA test director.”

From The October 9, 1992, Spaceport News
From page 1, “STS-52 launch date set for Oct. 22”, by Lisa Malone. In part, the
article states “At the conclusion of the Flight Readiness Review held earlier this week,
Shuttle managers selected Oct. 22 as the official launch date for Columbia's STS-52
mission. Launch is scheduled for the opening of the two-and-one-half-hour window at
11:16 a.m. EDT.
As part of their required preflight training, STS-52 flight crew members were at KSC last
week for the Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test. After an inspection of the orbiter
on the pad and talking with Shuttle team members, Commander Jim Wetherbee said, "It
always amazes me what a very small part of a very large team we are…”.

“STS-52 CREW members arrive at the Shuttle Landing Facility Sept. 30 to train for their
upcoming launch later this month. Far right, is the mission commander, James D. Wetherbee.
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From left are mission specialists Tamara E. Jernigan, Charles Lacy Veach, William M.
Shepherd and payload specialist from the Canadian Space Agency Steven G. Maclean. Not
shown, is pilot Michael A. Baker. They returned to Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas,
Oct. 2.”
On page 2, “Contractor praised for keeping areas free of debris”.

“PAYLOAD QUALITY Assurance Division Chief Clifford Zimmerman, far right, congratulates
David Johnson, a McDonnell Douglas facility manager, after he presented Johnson's group with
KSC's Quarterly FOD Award. McDonnell. Douglas Space Systems employees received the
award for keeping vehicle processing facilities free of foreign object debris (FOO). The Quality
Assurance Directorate presents the award to a new recipient at the end of each quarter to
promote awareness of FOO in work areas.” This photo is in the O&C building.

On page 8, “STS-54 payload”.

“INSIDE THE VERTICAL Processing Facility (VPF), technicians inspect the Tracking and Data
Relay Satellite-F (TDRS-F) slated to fly aboard Space Shuttle Endeavour on STS-54…”.
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From The October 23, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1; “Shuttle Atlantis heads west for modifications”, by Bruce
Buckingham. Part of the article states “The Space Shuttle Atlantis departed the
wetlands of Florida for the arid California desert last weekend-beginning a modification
period that will keep it out of space for more than a year. The orbiter, a veteran of 12
space flights, departed KSC atop the Boeing 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft on Oct. 18 and
arrived in Palmdale later that same day…
Upgrades to Atlantis include a drag chute, improvements to the Auxiliary Power Units, a
fifth set of liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen tanks and an updated galley…”.

“ATLANTIS, cradled on the orbiter transport vehicle, is transferred from the Orbiter Processing
Facility to the Shuttle Landing Facility's Mate Demate Device (MDD). At the MDD Atlantis was
bolted to the modified 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft for the day long flight to Palmdale, Ca. on Oct.
18.”

Also on page 2, “STS-52 crew arrives

“Space Shuttle mission STS-52 arrive at KSC Monday afternoon, Oct. 19, three days prior to
launch of Columbia. Liftoff from Pad 398 was scheduled to occur yesterday. From left, are
mission specialist Charles "Lacy" Veach, pilot Mike Baker, commander Jim Wetherbee, mission
specialist Bill Shepherd, payload specialist Steven Maclean (at mike) and mission specialist
Tammy Jernigan.”
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On page 2, “STS-50 crew members return to space center”.

A portion of the article reads “When STS-50 crew members returned to KSC on Oct. 9
to thank employees for contributing to the successful mission, they were greeted by a
full house in the Training Auditorium. There, they showed films and slides from their 13day flight – the longest Space Shuttle mission to date…”.

“ASTRONAUT Bonnie Dunbar autographs STS-50 crew photos for Kennedy Space Center
employees in the Training Auditorium Oct. 9.”

Also on page 2, “Setting the standard”.

“SPACEPORT NEWS EDITOR Melinda Millsap recently received a 1992 Aviation/Space
Writers Association (AWA) Awards of Excellence Chapter Citation. The accompanying letter
said, "The level of excellence you have demonstrated sets an example for which all aviation and
space communicators should strive.” Spaceport News won the award in the aviation industry
communications newspaper category for the Eastern Chapter of the AWA. Millsap is an
employee of EG&G Florida Inc.”
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On page 7, “Reyes: 'People are our best asset here at Kennedy'”. In part, the article
reads “The following is an interview with Raul E. "Ernie" Reyes, KSC's director of
Quality Assurance… A native of El Paso, Texas, Reyes holds a bachelor's degree in
mechanical engineering from New Mexico State University. He joined NASA in 1962 as
an engineer at Houston's Apollo spacecraft office and transferred to KSC in 1964. Over
the years, he has held several key positions within NASA…
Is quality everything it should be at KSC? There isn't a single process at KSC that
can't stand some improvement, and quality assurance is no exception… Quality needs
to be built in at the home plants so that we at KSC can step back and perform
inspections on only critical assemblies, matings, installations, etc….
Your have a lot of pictures on your desk. What is that all about? Those are the
faces of the men and women who work in the KSC Quality Assurance Directorate. It's a
fact that people are our best asset here at Kennedy. However, when you're a manager,
you're at a big disadvantage. Everybody knows you… but managers don't necessarily
know everybody out there. Our organization has about 225 people working three shifts
a day, seven days a week so it's hard for me to see everyone on a regular basis…
I worked third shift for a long time as an engineer and know that second and third shift
people can be forgotten. I vowed that if I ever got into a management position, I'd know
the names and faces of the people working with me, regardless of their shift
assignment. Being able to put a face with a name is very important to me. I believe that
if you take care of people, everything else will take care of itself…
To what do you credit the success of your career? Looking back to everybody I've
worked with and for, I've always tried to pick up their positive points, emulate those and
disregard the negatives. My father influenced my career by teaching me to always give
eight for eight and put out 120 percent…
What is the single most memorable moment of your career? I think my biggest thrill
was getting the first Shuttle ready for launch. I was… offered the opportunity to manage
several hundred people working on the orbiter's Thermal Protection System (TPS)
tiles… There were a lot of dedicated people. Sometimes we'd have to direct them to go
home and get some sleep. When STS-1 lifted off with John Young and Bob Crippen, it
was a real pinnacle for all of us.”

“ERNIE REYES, KSC Quality Assurance Director”
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From The November 6, 1992, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Columbia climbs skyward”.

“SPACE SHUTTLE COLUMBIA THUNDERED off Launch Pad 398 Oct. 22 on mission STS-52
at 1:09:39 p.m. carrying a crew of six and the Laser Geodynamic Satellite II and U.S.
Microgravity Payload-1. The orbiter landed at KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility Nov. 1 at 9:06
a.m.”

On page 5, “Touchdown at Kennedy”.

“BIRDS SCATIER as orbiter Columbia glides down Runway 33 of KSC's Shuttle Landing
Facility. The Space Shuttle's main gear touched down at 9:05:53 a.m., the drag chute deployed
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at 9:06:07 a.m. followed by nose gear touchdown at 9:06:11 a.m. During the nearly 10-day
flight, the six-member crew conducted scientific research in various disciplines and deployed the
Laser Geodynamic Satellite II. Mission STS-52 was the 13th for Columbia and the seventh
Shuttle flight of 1992.”

From the November 20, 1992, Spaceport News
From page 1, “STS-53 activities on schedule”. The article reads “At Launch Pad
39A, prelaunch preparations continue on schedule for the liftoff of the Space Shuttle
Discovery on a one-week Department of Defense mission. Discovery was moved to
Pad A Nov. 8.
The two-day Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test (TCDT) was successfully
conducted Nov. 12-13. During that time, STS-53 flight crew members completed their
pad and orbiter emergency egress safety training, a prerequisite for all Space Shuttle
launches. As is customary, the astronauts were on the flight deck of Discovery
participating with the launch team in Firing Room 1 for the last three hours of the
countdown.
Storable propellants used by the orbital maneuvering system and reaction control
system were loaded aboard Discovery last weekend, Nov. 14-15. The aft compartment
closeouts were scheduled to begin Wednesday, Nov. 18, and the final ordnance work is
scheduled this Sunday, Nov. 22. Launch is tentatively set for 6:59 a.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 2.”

The black and white mission patch is in the Spaceport News issue. The color version is
from Wikipedia. Not in the issue, the following is from Wikipedia about the STS-53
mission patch: “Designed by the crewmembers, the STS-53 insignia shows the Space
Shuttle Discovery rising to new achievements as it trails the symbol of the Astronaut
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Office against a backdrop of the American flag. The five stars and three stripes also
serve to symbolize the mission designation (STS-53) and America's continuing
commitment to world leadership in space.
The pentagonal shape of the patch represents the Department of Defense (DOD) and
its support of the Space Shuttle Program. The band delineating the flag from space
includes the four colors of the military services of the crewmembers. The names of the
flight crewmembers are located along the border of the patch. They are Commander
David M. Walker, Pilot Robert D. Cabana, Mission Specialist (MS) Guion S. Bluford, MS
James S. Voss, and MS Michael R. U. Clifford. Each crewmember contributed to the
design of the insignia.”

From the December 4, 1992, Spaceport News
On page1, “Mission STS-53”.

“DISCOVERY and its crew of five lift off from Launch Pad 39A Wednesday, Dec. 2, at 8:24 a.m.
EST, on the eighth and last Space Shuttle mission of 1992. The weeklong Department of
Defense mission is scheduled to end with a landing at KSC.“

On page 3, “Employees share KSC with their families”. A portion of the article reads
“The more than 32,000 people that flocked through the Kennedy Space Center gates for
the Nov. 21 open house were treated to some of the most spectacular sights ever. "An
open house is a chance for the people who work here to share the space program with
their families," said Darleen Hunt, head of the 1992 open house organizing committee…
From the Shuttle Landing Facility to the north to Hangar AF to the south, from the
Page 46

tracking station to the west to the launch pads to the east, the wonders of the American
space program were on view for young and old…
The cavernous interior of the VAB, rarely experienced by outsiders, was readily
comprehensible to the crowd of onlookers gazing through the open north door of the
huge building… For the first time in many years, workers could bring their families inside
the fence at one of the Shuttle launch pads. The drive around the inside perimeter of
Launch Pad 39B afforded another rare opportunity to view a Shuttle facility at close
quarters…”.

On page 4, “Exchanging information”.

“NASA EMPLOYEES exchanged information about current center activities and plans with the
center director and deputy center director Oct. 7. Front row, from left, Center Director Robert
Crippen, Rayelle E. Thomas, Laura M. Weber and William W. Parsons. Standing, from left,
Deputy Director Gene Thomas, Brian Boatright, John J. Giles and Christopher M. Winiewicz.
The employees were selected by their directorates to participate in this discussion called the
"Center Director's Recognition and Information Exchange Program" or "CO Roundtable."
Page 47

On page 5, “Next to fly”. A neat photo below, with the Orbiter positioned above the
VAB transfer aisle, clocked, and getting ready to go over the 16 th floor transom, into the
High Bay. STS-54 was stacked in VAB HB1.

“SPACE SHUTILE ENDEAVOUR, attached to the overhead crane, is carefully lowered into
position next to its tank and booster set inside the Vehicle Assembly Building. Rollout to Launch
Pad 39B was scheduled this week. Endeavour is being readied for its third flight, mission
STS-54, targeted for launch next month.”

From the December 18, 1992, Spaceport News
On pages 2 through 4, “Door decoration contest winners announced”.

“SPACE-RELATED FIRST-PLACE - Posing beside their winning door for Room 3537,
Headquarters Building, are, from left, Jim Haley, Pam Hales, Jimmie Rogers and John Brand of
NASA Payload Safety. Not shown, David Facemire and Roger Drake.”
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“FUNNIEST FIRST PLACE - Santa can't quite make it through the chimney in this winning door
(above) for Room 3N10 in the Vehicle Assembly Building. Lockheed employees used their
sense of humor in this design. Standing, Terry McCrea (left) and Jennifer Hall. Kneeling, Louis
Ayala (left) and Doug Robertson. Not shown, Bob Marsh.”

“TRADITIONAL FIRSTPLACE - Lockheed employees decorated the door to Room 3101 in the
Operations Support Building. From left, Chuck Rake, Rob Larson, Charlotte Breen, Patti
Seinkner, Cathy Gorenflo, Lorin Atkinson and Michael Stirling. Not shown, Glenn Bowles and
Wayne Walker.”
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