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1995 Spaceport News Summary 
There were two banners used in 1995.  The first banner above was used until the May 

19 issue, when it was changed to the banner immediately above, with a Mission update 

provided. 

 

Introduction 

The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 

1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 

weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 

Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 

issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 
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until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The 

Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 

In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I 

added or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link. 

All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary. 

The Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article. 
 
 
 
 

From the January 13, 1995, Spaceport News Summary 

On pages 1, “Roll It!”.   

 
“Film director Ron Howard. actor Tom Hanks and a character actor became familiar with the 
crawler-transporter and some seasonally cool weather last month while they filmed parts of an 
upcoming movie about the Apollo 13 mission here at Kennedy Space Center. The crawler-
transporter was originally built for the Apollo program.” 
 
 

Also on page 1. 

 
“Q: I hear you're moving on from your position as center director. Do you have any 
thoughts you'd like to share with those of us who will remain at KSC? A: I'd like to be 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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able to say goodbye on a personal note so I'm inviting all of you to join me at KARS I 
January 17 at 4 p.m. for a farewell party. Beer and soft drinks will be provided. You'll be 
able to ask me anything at that time.” 
 
 
 
 

From The January 28, 1995, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 8, “STS-63 lays groundwork for future flights”, by Paula Shawa.  In 

part, the article states “The first Space Shuttle flight of the year will mark so many 

significant firsts that selecting highlights is a tough task. Mission STS-63 is the first 

since Jay Honeycutt became the sixth director of Kennedy Space Center on Jan. 22. It 

also will be the first countdown for newly named Launch Director Jim Harrington since 

flights were resumed after the Challenger accident… The flight also will mark the first 

time a female astronaut has occupied the pilot's seat in the orbiter cockpit. U.S. Air 

Force Lt. Col. Eileen Collins is a veteran flyer who has notched more than 4,000 hours 

in 30 different types of aircraft. 

STS-63 will continue Phase I of the international space station, with the first-ever 

Shuttle rendezvous and flyaround of the Russian Space Station Mir scheduled to take 

place on flight day four. After spending about 10 minutes close to Mir, Discovery will be 

maneuvered to 400-500 feet away. The orbiter will then complete a one-and-a-quarter 

flyaround of Mir, allowing extensive photographic documentation of the Russian station, 

which has been in orbit since February 1986. 

Key objectives of the rendezvous and flyaround are to assess how the orbiter handles 

when in such close proximity to a spacecraft as large as Mir, to evaluate performance of 

the orbiter's navigation sensors around such a large object, and to verify communication 

links between the Shuttle and Mir. The mission will be the first to lift off at a 51.6-degree 

inclination to the equator. The inclination is necessary to place Discovery in the same 

plane as Mir. 

The five-minute launch window is determined by the position of Mir in its orbit and the 

amount of energy necessary to rendezvous with it. Adjustments have been made in the 

launch countdown to ensure Discovery will be ready to go when the window opens. The 

T-6 hour hold will increase from one hour to two, and the T-9 minute hold from 10 

minutes to 40, giving the launch team extra time to work any hardware issues. The T-9 

minute hold time can be adjusted to accommodate the window, which will be updated 

an hour and a half before scheduled liftoff and could shift by a minute or two…”. 

Assuming a Feb. 2 launch, Discovery would return to KSC on Feb. 10.” 
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“THE STS-63 astronauts meet with members of the news media at KSC's Shuttle Landing 
Facility. From left are Mission Specialists Vladimir Titov, Janice Voss and Michael Foale; 
Mission Commander James Wetherbee; Payload Commander Dr. Bernard Harris; and Pilot 
Eileen Collins.”   

 
 
Also on pages 1 and 8, “Sieck, Harrington change Shuttle roles”.  A portion of the 

article reads “Two key personnel changes have been made at Kennedy Space Center. 

Robert B. Sieck, KSC's Shuttle Launch Director, has been named director, Shuttle 

Management and Operations, a position vacated by Jay Honeycutt who was named 

KSC's sixth center director. Sieck is responsible for the management and technical 

direction of the Shuttle program at KSC. James F. Harrington III, director, Safety and 

Reliability for KSC, is the new Shuttle launch director. Harrington's first mission as the 

launch director will be STS-63. The changes were effective Jan. 22… 

In announcing the changes, former Center Director Robert Crippen praised both men 

for their long years of contributions to the Shuttle program. "Bob Sieck has been a 

keystone of the Shuttle launch team while serving as launch director. Jim Harrington 

has had a less visible role but has been a key manager in preparing all the elements 

needed for safe and successful flights.” 

Sieck has served as deputy director of Shuttle Management and Operations since 1992. 

A NASA veteran since 1964, Sieck joined the agency at KSC as a Gemini spacecraft 

systems engineer and subsequently worked as an engineer on the Apollo program. He 

served as Shuttle Orbiter project engineer and was the engineering manager for the 

Shuttle Approach and Landing Tests at Dryden Flight Research Facility in California. He 

was named Shuttle launch director in 1986. Sieck has served as launch director for 52 

of the 66 Space Shuttle launches. 

Harrington has served in his current position in Safety and Reliability since February 
1994. Prior to that time, he served as director, Shuttle Operations since 1988 and as 
deputy director since 1986. Harrington joined the NASA team in 1966 as senior test 
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supervisor on Apollo 6, 9, 12 and 15. He served as ground operations manager for the 
first six Shuttle missions and as a Shuttle flow director from 1983 to 1986…”. 
 

      
    SIECK            HARRINGTON 

        
 

On page 2, “New director expresses faith in KSC”.  Part of the article reads “Editor's 

note: Spaceport News recently visited Jay Honeycutt, Kennedy Space Center's sixth 

director, and asked him a few questions about his new role and his vision for the future 

of KSC. 

Would you say this is one of the more difficult periods to assume leadership of 

KSC?  I don't know that this is going to be more difficult for me than the periods faced 

by previous directors… General (Forrest) McCartney (1986-91) and (Robert) Crippen 

have also been at the center during difficult periods… 

What is your vision for KSC's future? To continue doing what we've been doing. The 

space station will add some additional challenges but not anything we don't know how 

to do. We need to continue in our efforts to do things in an efficient manner… 

What kind of mark do you hope to make on KSC? Well, I would think that if I was 

going to make a mark I would already have made it during my time here. I would like for 

KSC to be known as a world-class launch team. If I could be known for one thing it 

would be that I was a good guy to work for… 

Where do you plan to concentrate your energy aside from launching Shuttles? 

Education. Increasing awareness in the community of what we do and how we do it so 

everyone in the community has a better appreciation of who we are…”. 

 
“JAY HONEYCUTT became KSC's sixth director Jan. 22.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Crippen says warm and personal goodbye to KSC co-workers, 

NASA.” 

“A each of us moves through life we have many experiences, some that we will always 

treasure. Being at KSC as your center director is such an event in my life. I've loved this 

place since my first visit in the late '60s. We are very lucky to be able to come to work 

every morning in a wildlife refuge, a truly remarkable piece of real estate. Millions of 

people are envious of us for our job of sending hardware into space. However, my 

memories will focus on the KSC team - a world class team. I know every one of you feel 

the same way I do about our space program. Thanks for allowing me to be a part of 

your team and giving me the support that has allowed us to accomplish many wonderful 

things in the past three years. I'm confident you will give Jay Honeycutt that same 

support. 

Good luck, 

 

   
On the left, “Crippen signs an autograph with help from his wife Pandora, left.”  On the right, 
“Crippen and Honeycutt listen to a presenter during Crippen's farewell party.” 
 
 
 

 

From The February 10, 1995, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Lifting toward Mir”.  The caption for the photo on the next page is “THE 

SPACE SHUTTLE DISCOVERY blasts off Launch Pad 39B at 12:22:04 a.m. February 

3. The mission featured a precedent-setting flyaround of the Russian space station Mir 

and a rendezvous from 37 feet at its closest point. The close-up view produced some 

spectacular views of Mir and Discovery, symbolizing a future cooperation between the 

two nations in space. Mission STS-63 marked several other notable firsts: Discovery is 

the first in the orbiter fleet to notch 20 spaceflights, it is carrying the first female Shuttle 
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pilot and the second Russian cosmonaut to fly on the Shuttle. At press time STS-63 was 

scheduled to land at 5:49 a.m. Feb. 11 at KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility.” 

 

 
    
On pages 1 and 5, “Goldin: Space work privilege with a price”.  Part of the article 

reads “Kennedy Space Center employees are privileged to work for the space program 

and need to earn that honor every day, NASA Administrator Dan Goldin said during a 

visit this month… Goldin spoke to about 500 employees gathered in the IMAX theater at 

Spaceport USA… He said that if individual workers don't identify ways to reduce 

spending, the entire agency could be in jeopardy… 

Goldin said the first emphasis for KSC employees is and will remain Shuttle safety. At 

no point are we going to do anything to sacrifice safety," he said. An area that will be 

changed, however, is payload processing. Goldin challenged KSC to find ways to 

significantly reduce the amount of time spent in that area. The opening of the Space 

Station Processing Facility last summer is a giant step toward achieving that goal, he 

said… 

The agency as a whole must develop a focus for the next 20 years to give Congress 

and the public a sense of the direction NASA is headed in, he said. "We have to be able 

to explain to them why we're doing the things we're doing."… The bottom line for NASA 

is that it will have to change if it is going to survive. "If we expect to be part of the 

system then we are going to have to downsize - there's no way out of it," he said…”. 
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On page 5, “Goldin gets taste of life at KSC“. 

   
“NASA ADMINISTRATOR Dan Goldin and Dr. Irene Long, director of the Biomedical Operations 
& Research Office, meet with KSC scientists and engineers.” 
 

 
“GOLDIN puts his message of encouraging employees to spend time educating children about 
the space program into practice. He met with 35 5th-graders from Chisholm Elementary School 
during a visit to the Exploration Station at the Center for Space Education.” 
 
 
 
 

From The February 24, 1995, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 6, “KSC employee backs up STS-67 crew”.  In part, the article reads 

“When the Space Shuttle Endeavour lifts off next month, Kennedy Space Center will 

have one of its own playing a pivotal role in ensuring a successful mission in orbit. Scott 

Vangen, the first KSC employee to go through the complete astronaut training as a 

backup Space Shuttle crew member, is the alternate payload specialist on STS-67, the 

second flight of the Astro payload… 

He is ready to fly if Payload Specialists Ronald Parise or Samuel Durrance are unable 

to go on the mission, for health or other reasons… "I'm there in case," he commented 

last week while participating in the STS-67 Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test 

(TCDT) at KSC. Vangen first applied to be an astronaut in 1985. In 1992, he became 
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the first KSC/NASA employee to interview as a mission specialist, but he did not make 

the final cut of the 19 persons selected. He said that he will again apply to be a mission 

specialist, hoping to join the ranks of astronaut candidates such as KSC's Kathryn Hire, 

who was chosen in December. 

"I feel extremely fortunate to have been given the opportunity to participate as a crew 

member with STS-67, and I hope that working on this mission will be an important step 

forward in pursuit of my spaceflight goal," said Vangen, who will return to his KSC job as 

a NASA payloads engineer after this mission. He joined KSC in 1982… 

 
   VANGEN 
 

Liftoff of STS-67 is targeted for March 2 from Pad 39A. The scheduled 15-day and 13-

hour flight is planned as the longest Space Shuttle mission to date. The 2 1/2-hour 

launch window opens at 1:37 a.m. EST Landing is scheduled March 17 at 3:09 p.m. 

EST at KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility…”. 

 
“STS-67 CREW members are, from left, John Grunsfeld, mission specialist; William Gregory, 
pilot; Tamara Jernigan, payload commander; Stephen Oswald, mission commander; Ronald 
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Parise, payload specialist; Samuel Durrance, payload specialist; and Wendy Lawrence, mission 
specialist.” 
 
 

On page 3, “Individual, team honored for FOD prevention work”.  The article reads 

“The Launch Pad A Operations team, was awarded the annual Group FOD (Foreign 

Object Debris) Prevention Award for 1994 during ceremonies last month. Bob Sieck, 

director of Shuttle Management and Operations, commended the team members, under 

the direction of William Wiegand, for their efforts in eliminating FOD from the pad area.” 

 

   
 

“Manager William Wiegand, left, accepts the NASA 1994 Group FOO Prevention Award from 
Bob Sieck.” 
 
 

From page 4, “MFA honors workers with awards”.  Part of the article reads “Nine 
KSC employees were honored by then-Center Director Robert Crippen with the MFA 
Team Award for their courageous actions in support of State Department activities 
during the July 1994 Gambian coup. Jay Honeycutt, then-director of Shuttle 
Management and Operations and Jim Dubay, EG&G general manager, also 
participated in the presentation. 
 

     
“PILOT CURTIS BROWN signs autographs in the Training Auditorium last month as the STS-66 
crew thanks KSC employees for their contributions to that successful mission. The astronauts 
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made a presentation and showed their mission video and slides. They also visited with the STS-
66 Payload Test Team and Orbiter Processing Facility/Bay 3 employees.”  Don McMonagle is 
standing in the upper right of the photo. 

 
 
 
 

From The March 10, 1995, Spaceport News 
 
From page 1, “STS-67 begins record journey”. 
 

 
“THE SPACE SHUTTLE Endeavour embarks on NASA's longest Shuttle flight to date, carrying 
a complement of unique telescopes that will give astronomers a view of the universe impossible 
to obtain from the ground. Endeavour's liftoff from Launch Pad 39A occurred at 1:38:13 a.m. 
March 2. The mission is scheduled to last 15 days, 13 hours and conclude with a March 17 
landing at Kennedy Space Center's Shuttle Landing Facility.” 
 
 

On page 2, the caption for the photo on following page is “COMMUNITY AND Kennedy 

Space Center leaders met over breakfast at Spaceport USA's Orbit Cafeteria Feb. 24 to 

discuss KSC’s role in Brevard County. It was the first community leaders breakfast for 

Jay Honeycutt, pictured at right receiving a name tag, since he assumed the role of 

center director in January. Among the items discussed were KSC 's economic 

contributions, budget issues, educational outreach efforts and highlights of recent 

accomplishments in the Shuttle program.” 
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Also on page 2, “KSC launch managers to accept national award”.  In part, the 

article reads “Two KSC Space Shuttle launch team managers will accept the National 

Space Club's 1994 Eagle Manned Mission Success Award for the launch team at the 

organization's Goddard Memorial Dinner March 24 in Washington, D.C. Albert Sofge, 

NASA test director, and Bruce Bartolini, orbiter test conductor for Lockheed Space 

Operations Co., are the official recipients of the Eagle award. However, they and Shuttle 

Management and Operations Director Robert Sieck feel that the entire launch team 

should be recognized for its performance in launch abort and safing operations during 

the STS-68 launch attempt on August 18, 1994… 

The countdown, with Sieck as the launch director, was terminated at T-1.9 seconds 

when computers on board the Shuttle Endeavour shut down the main engines due to an 

unacceptably high temperature reading in engine number 3's high-pressure oxidizer 

turbopump turbine. "This is like the team coaches accepting the award for the winning 

team," Sieck said. "Their performance, along with that of the rest of the team, is just 

another example of why we say that the KSC launch team is the greatest in the world." 

Although Sofge is pleased about the award,… "Everyone deserves to be there, since 

the only way you can get through an abort successfully is with team effort," Sofge 

said… According to Bartolini, all of the team's training came into play during the critical 

first eight minutes of the pad abort. "I remember leaving the firing room that day and 

thinking that this is what we all rehearse and practice for, and that the team had done 

an excellent job," he said.” 

 
 BARTOLINI           SOFGE 
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On page 7, “Weather projects chief elected meteorological fellow”.  In part, the 

article states “John Madura, manager of NASA's Weather Projects Office at the 

Kennedy Space Center, was recently elected as a fellow by the council of the American 

Meteorological Society (AMS). The fellow designation is the highest honor that the AMS 

can bestow… 

Madura's meteorology career began with the U.S. Air Force in 1964. He became 

commander of the 45th weather squadron at Cape Canaveral in 1987. Madura retired 

from the Air Force in 1993 and joined NASA as chief of the KSC Weather Projects 

Office. Madura assures that KSC and Space Shuttle weather requirements are met and 

looks for ways to improve efficiency and safety margins.    

“John was instrumental in establishing the excellent Shuttle operations support record 

which the Air Force Range Weather organization has achieved," said Bob Sieck, 

director of KSC Shuttle Management and Operations. "We were fortunate to get him on 

board with NASA when he retired from the Air Force." I owe this honor to the 

outstanding professionals of the 45th Weather Squadron and the exceptional teamwork 

of the entire meteorogical community," Madura said.” 

 
           MADURA 
 
 

Also on page 7, “KSC employees pull together to save life”.  A portion of the article 

reads “Quick thinking by Kennedy Space Center employees gave a co-worker the 

Valentine's gift of his life. EG&G power coordinator Scott Royer and HVAC console 

operator Dallas Crawford had just come on duty in the Launch Control Center shortly 

before 11 p.m. February 14 when Noel Palm, a Lockheed console support operator, 

passed out at his console. 

Royer, who learned cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) as a volunteer firefighter and 

who has taken classes to become an instructor in the technique, helped Palm recline by 

grasping his shoulders. Crawford, who initially had CPR training as a journeyman power 

line worker and who has updated his training with courses offered by EG&G, positioned 

himself at Palm's feet. While power coordinator Gilberto Rivas called 911, Palm stopped 

breathing. The men immediately evaluated Palm, determined he did not have a pulse, 

and began CPR. After about three minutes Palm began breathing again. But moments 

later he stopped. Royer and Crawford resuscitated Palm once more but, again, he 
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couldn't sustain the breathing on his own. When he stopped breathing a third time 

firefighter/paramedics… had arrived with the EG&G emergency unit. 

The response team instituted advanced life support and transported Palm to Jess 

Parish Medical Center… Palm was released from the hospital Feb. 22 and will be 

recovering for the next three to four months. He said he is thankful for the knowledge 

Royer and Crawford had of CPR and of the emphasis on such training at KSC…”.     

 
 

   

From The March 24, 1995, Spaceport News 

 
On page 3, “KSC engineers share time, experience during Engineers Week 
activities”.  A portion of the article states “The students who will become the future of 
the space program know a little bit more about the day-to-day mechanics of getting to 
space, thanks to nearly 800 Kennedy Space Center employees who volunteered their 
time during National Engineers Week. 
 
Activities during the week, Feb. 19-25, were organized by NASA's Education Services 
Branch to give students a feel for the different roles engineers fill at the Kennedy Space 
Center. The week was themed “Engineers: Turning Ideas into Reality.” NASA and 
contractor employees alike helped in dozens of ways, from talking to classes about their 
work, to donating equipment, to serving as mentors for individual students. 
 
Mike Griffin and Tim Lewis of the Safety and Quality Assurance directorate brought 
displays including booster parts, a Shuttle model, slides, bunny suits and tiles to help 
third graders at South Lake Elementary School in Titusville… Thirty-seven Science Club 
mentors from Shuttle Management and Operations reached students from grades three 
to five as they performed science experiments at Fairglen and Apollo elementary 
schools… 
 

 
“TROPICAL and Oak Park Elementary students sent KSC employees a big thank-you for 
Engineers Week presentations.” 
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On the left, “DESIGN Engineering Directorate’s adopted school, MILA Elementary, Merritt 
Island, devoted a page of its yearbook to thanking engineers for their support of the school. On 
the right, “DEAN ORR, a NASA payload employee, shows middle school students Shuttle 
photographs during the Equal Opportunity Program Office’s Engineering Week luncheon Feb. 
13.” 
 
 

On page 5, “Scouts send flag on Shuttle”.  In part, the article reads “Curiosity about 

space flight has paid off in a significant way for members of an area Cub Scout pack. A 

flag from Rainbow Elementary School, which is attended by most of the 62 members of 

Cub Scout Pack 628 in Winter Springs, flew on STS-67. Dale Dates, an electrician for 

Lockheed and the leader of Pack 628, initially responded to the boys' interest in space 

more than a year ago by contacting then-launch director Bob Sieck, and arranging to 

have an astronaut attend one of the pack's meetings. Sieck brought Bill Gregory, who 

impressed the boys so much they made him an honorary pack member…”. 

 
“BOB SIECK, director of Shuttle Management and Operations, proudly wears the shirt 
presented to him by members of Cub Scout Pack 628. Dale Dates, Cubmaster, wears a T-shirt 
with the logo from Rainbow Elementary School.” 
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 From The April 7, 1995, Spaceport News  

 
On page 1, “Managers named to new positions”.  A portion of the article reads 

“Three NASA managers at Kennedy Space Center are taking on new assignments, 

effective April 3. Roy Tharpe, manager, Launch and Landing Projects Office in the 

Shuttle Management Operations Directorate, has been named associate director of 

Shuttle Management and Operations. Tharpe will directly support directorate head 

Robert Sieck. Larry Ellis, deputy manager, Launch and Landing Projects Office, 

switches to the Shuttle Operations directorate. As chief, Shuttle Processing Office, Ellis 

will assume the responsibilities formerly held by acting Shuttle Ops Director Norm 

Carlson, who retired March 31. Brian Harris, chief, Program Integration and Mission 

Planning Office in the Shuttle Management and Operations Directorate, will move into 

the slot vacated by Tharpe…”.  

 

On page 2, “MFA events honor employees”.  In part, the article states “STS-63 crew 

members thanked workers for helping make their mission a success during a 

presentation March 20 in the Training Auditorium. The astronauts also visited with the 

STS-63 payload test team, Orbiter Processing Facility Bay 2 employees, USBI 

employees at the Assembly & Refurbishment Facility, and McDonnell 

Douglas/SPACEHAB employees in Cape Canaveral…”. 

 
“STS-63 PILOT Eileen Collins signs autographs during the crew's return presentation.” 
 
 

On page 7, “Endeavour completes journey”.  The caption for the photos on the next 

page are “FULL CIRCLE-After a 6.9-million-mile journey circling the globe, the orbiter 

Endeavour earns a trip back to home base carried by another vehicle, the Shuttle 

Carrier Aircraft. Endeavour, the youngest orbiter in the fleet, has earned the honor of 

completing the longest Shuttle spaceflight to date. Mission STS-67, which began on 

March 2 and ended March 18 with a landing at California's Edwards Air Force Base, 
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lasted 16 days and 15 hours, during which Endeavour's performance was all but 

flawless. In the right photo, the spaceplane is towed to an Orbiter Processing Facility 

bay to begin preparations for its next flight later this year, STS-69 in July. Primary 

payloads for the planned 11-day mission include the Wake Shield Facility-2. Following 

close on Endeavour's heels is Columbia, due back from the West Coast around April 

12. The oldest orbiter in the fleet just completed a routine six-month checkout and 

refurbishment period at orbiter manufacturer Rockwell's Palmdale facility. Columbia's 

next flight will be Mission STS-73 in September.” 

   

 
On page 8. 
 

 
“STS-73 CREW MEMBERS Catherine "Cady" Coleman, mission specialist (at left), and Fred 
Leslie, payload specialist, participate in a mission sequence test in the Spacelab module for the 
U.S. Microgravity Laboratory-2 (USML-2) payload. The mission sequence test in the Operations 
and Checkout Building tests the experiments using a compressed mission timeline. Current 
plans call for placement of the experiment racks in the laboratory module on April 19, and 
installation of USML-2 into the Shuttle orbiter Columbia on July 10. STS-73 is tentatively 
scheduled for a Sept. 21 launch. A seven-member crew is slated to fly on the targeted 16-day 
mission dedicated to microgravity research.” 
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From The April 21, 1995, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Columbia back at KSC”. 
 

 
“THE SPACE SHUTTLE Columbia, the oldest Shuttle in NASA'.s four-Orbiter fleet, returned to 
the Kennedy Space Center April 14 after completing a six-month Orbiter maintenance period at 
Rockwell's modification center in Palmdale, Calif. Columbia, shown here completing its journey 
while attached to the 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft, became the first Space Shuttle to fly into Earth 
orbit when it rocketed Commander John Young and Pilot Robert Crippen (former KSC center 
director) into space on April 12, 1981. It is now being readied for its 18th mission, STS-73, set 
for September.” 

 
 
On page 2, “Faenza receives 1995 Debus award”.  Part of the article reads “George 
Faenza, vice president-general manager of the McDonnell Douglas Space & Defense 
Systems at Kennedy Space Center, was honored as the 1995 recipient of the Debus 
Award, a prestigious honor bestowed each year by the National Space Club - Florida 
Committee. 
 
Faenza was selected for his significant contributions to the nation's space program, his 
dynamic leadership style and his active participation in community organizations. In his 
position with McDonnell Douglas, Faenza has successfully led the company in providing 
flight-ready payloads safely, efficiently, on time and without negative impact to Shuttle 
operations, since 1977… "Without question, George Faenza's outstanding qualities 
epitomize the spirit of the Debus Award," said Space Club Chairman Lee Solid. "He is a 
most deserving recipient." 

 

FAENZA 
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On pages 4 through 7, “KSC thanks buyout recipients for years of service“.  The 
article reads “As a small token of thanks for years of dedicated service, Spaceport News 
is running brief write-ups and photos of the many of the 165 NASA employees who took 
the agency-wide buyout last month. Although space does not permit complete 
recognition for these civil servants, it is hoped the vignettes below will provide readers 
with a sense of appreciation for the 4,518 years of combined service these buyout 
recipients contributed to KSC.” A few of the write-ups and photos follow. 
 

   
 
 

   
 
  

     
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

From the May 5 1995, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Daughters day draws a crowd”.  In part, the article states “Approximately 
1,200 daughters of NASA and contractor personnel participated in Kennedy Space 
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Center's second annual "Take Our Daughters to Work" day on April 27. NASA's 400 
girls enjoyed a program in the IMAX theater at Spaceport USA and later visited work 
sites with their parents. Several directorates held special events for daughters of their 
employees… "Take Our Daughters to Work" day is part of a public education program 
nationwide to break down gender and racial barriers and show young women career 
options available to them. A "Take Our Sons to Work" day is planned for June…”. 
 

   
“NEARLY 400 daughters of NASA employees gathered at the Rocket Garden at Spaceport USA 
after taking part in a program featuring speakers and videos at the IMAX theater. The girls then 
visited work sites across Kennedy Space Center…”. 
 
 

Also on page 1. 
 

 
“THE SPACE SHUTTLE Atlantis moves toward Pad 39A April 26 as it is preparations continue 
for its docking mission to the Mir space station. Liftoff of STS-71 is now scheduled for no earlier 
than June 19.” 



Page 21 
 

The number in the foreground of the previous photo is a helipad number.  The following 
in quotes and the associated aerials, are provided by Greg Gaddis.  “…These are 
numbered Helipad locations… and they are close to the associated triage site for 
crewed launch and chosen based on wind direction for the day… always being in the 
most up-wind direction from the launch to avoid potential toxic concerns given a “bad-
day” scenario… The interesting thing about this particular helipad (#3) is that it is no 
longer there due to the placement of the SpaceX Falcon Heavy Hangar.  The two 
pictures below are of the same location… the first in 2005 and the second in 2018…”. 
 
Helipad “3” is just left of center, in the first photo.  Thanks a bunch Greg!!!!! 
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On page 2, “Employees show versatility during picnic festivities”.  The article states “About 
2,600 employees and their families shared in a day of fun and comradery at this year's Kennedy 
Space Center All-American Picnic, held at KARS Park I on April 22. The day began with an 
opening ceremony at which the Melbourne Municipal Band played the national anthem. Then it 
was on to the festivities: food, games, entertainment and a good time for all.” 
 

   
On the left, “CENTER DIRECTOR Jay Honeycutt, who initiated KSC's intra-center chili rivalry, 
found that his endorsement was highly coveted during the keen competition. Members of the I- 
NET team dubbed the event the I-NET Chili Nationals and decorated their booth with a racing 
theme.”  In the other photo, “FROM LEFT, Lindsey Hammond, Megan Halliday and Kim 
Hammond take a turn in the lunar bouncer.” 
 

  
On the left, “THE WINNING chili recipe came from the Death by WuWu team, more commonly 
known around KSC as the Space Station team. The winners, from left, pictured with Mike 
McCulley, deputy director of launch site operations for Lockheed Space Operations Company, 
are Bill Thomas, Ray Lugo, Ruth Gardner and Steve Francois. Not pictured are team members 
Ted Edson and John Jackson.”  On the right, “APOLLO 13 astronaut Fred Haise and Shuttle 
Astronaut Steve Oswald shared a common role at the picnic as well -- both served as chili 
judges.” 
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From The May 19, 1995, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Mission Update”.  The first “Mission update” is on the front page of the 
Spaceport News.  In addition to the GOES-J Mission Update, an Update for STS-70, is 
provide, which reads as follows. 
 
“Target launch date, time: June 8, 10:20 a.m. (or 9:01 a.m. for a 5-day mission) from 
Launch Pad 39B. 
 
Objective: Deployment of the Tracking and Data Relay Satellite G (TDRS-G). TDRS 
are among the largest, most advanced communications satellites ever built. All Shuttle 
missions require TDRS support capability. The flight will also mark the 100th launch of 
humans from KSC and Cape Canaveral. 
 
Landing date, time: June 16, 8:18 a.m. (June 13 for 5-day flight) at KSC.” 
 
The color mission patch below is from Wikipedia, as well as the patch explanation below 
the insignia. 
 

             
 

From Wikipedia, “The STS-70 crew patch depicts the Space Shuttle Discovery orbiting 
Earth in the vast blackness of space. The primary mission of deploying a NASA 
Tracking and Data Relay Satellite (TDRS) is depicted by three gold stars. They 
represent the triad composed of spacecraft transmitting data to Earth through the TDRS 
system. The stylized red, white, and blue ribbon represents the American goal of linking 
space exploration to the advancement of all humankind.” 
 
And from Wikipedia, “…STS-70 was also the first flight of the new Block 1 orbiter main 
engine, designed to improve both engine performance and safety. The mission was 
launched from Kennedy Space Center in Florida on 13 July 1995, only six days after the 
landing of sister ship Atlantis, marking the fastest turnaround between flights in the 
history of the program.” 
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On page 4, “Shared experience”. 
 

 

“MISSION SPECIALIST John Grunsfeld signs autographs in the Training Auditorium after 
members of the STS-67 crew returned to Kennedy Space Center last month to thank KSC 
employees for contributing to that successful mission.” 
 
The astronaut in the photo is Ron Parise, not John Grunsfeld.  Thank you Pete Chitko!!!!! 

 
 
 
 

From The June 2, 1995, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 6, “STS-70 to mark 100th U.S. human spaceflight”.  Part of the 
article reads “Thirty-four years after Alan B. Shephard's historic 15-minute sub-orbital 
flight into space, America will launch its 100th human space mission on June 8 with the 
flight of the Space Shuttle Discovery.  
 
Designated STS-70, the mission is scheduled to be launched into a 160-mile circular 
orbit during a two-hour-30-minute window that opens at 9:26 a.m. on June 8. The 
mission is scheduled for seven days, 22 hours and 10 minutes, but Shuttle officials may 
shorten the flight to five days depending on when the mission begins so that the next 
Shuttle mission - a historic linkup with the Russian space station Mir - can be launched 
about June 22. An eight-day mission would result in June 16 landing at the Kennedy 
Space Center. 
 
Discovery's primary objective is the deployment of the Tracking and Data Relay 
Satellite-G, the last in a series of a spacebased satellite network that provides 
communications, tracking, telemetry, data acquisition and command services essential 
to Shuttle and low-Earth orbital spacecraft missions…”. 
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“STS-70 crew members speak to the press after arrival at KSC May 17 for the Terminal 
Countdown Demonstration Test. Commander Terence "Tom" Henricks is at the microphone. 
From left, crew members are Pilot Kevin Kregel, Mission Specialist Mary Ellen Weber, Henricks, 
and Mission Specialists Donald Thomas and Nancy Currie.” 
 

 
 

On page 2, “STS-71, Mir 19 crews on deck”. 

 
“MEMBERS of both the STS-71 and Russian Mir 19 crews address the media after their arrival 
at KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility to participate in the STS-71 Terminal Countdown 
Demonstration Test May 24. From the left are Mir 19 alternate crew members Yuri I. Onofrienko 
and Yuri V. Usachev; STS-71 Mission Specialist Gregory Harbaugh; Mir 19 Flight Engineer 
Nikolai Budarin; STS-71 Pilot Charles Precourt and Mir 19 Commander Anatoly Solovyev. 
Russian interpreter Mark Leybovich is to Solovyev's left, as are STS-71 Mission Commander 
Robert "Hoot" Gibson and STS-71 Mission Specialists Bonnie Dunbar and Ellen Baker.” 
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On page 1, the “Mission update” for STS-71 is featured, as follows: 
 

“Mission: STS-71 on Atlantis. 
 
Target launch date, time: No earlier than June 22, approximately 5:31 -- 5:36 p.m. 
from Launch Pad 398. 
 
Objective: The first of seven scheduled docking missions between the Shuttle and the 
Russian Mir space station. Mir 18 crew members will transfer to Atlantis for return to 
Earth. The Mir 18 crew will be the subjects of medical investigations that are part of the 
Shuttle-Mir Medical Project designed to collect data on the human body's adaptation to 
long-duration spaceflight. 
 
Landing date, time: July 2, 1:14 p.m. at KSC.” 
 

     
 

From Wikipedia, “The STS-71 crew patch design depicts the orbiter Atlantis in the 

process of the first international docking mission of the Space Shuttle Atlantis with the 

Russian Space Station Mir. The names of the 10 astronauts and cosmonauts who flew 

aboard the orbiter are shown along the outer border of the patch. The rising sun 

symbolizes the dawn of a new era of cooperation between the two countries. The 

vehicles Atlantis and Mir are shown in separate circles converging at the center of the 

emblem symbolizing the merger of the space programs of the two space faring nations. 

The flags of the United States and Russia emphasize the equal partnership of the 

mission. The joint program symbol at the lower center of the patch acknowledges the 

extensive contributions made by the Mission Control Centers (MCC) of both countries. 

The crew insignia was designed by aviation and space artist, Bob McCall, who also 

designed the crew patch for the Apollo Soyuz Test Project (ASTP) in 1975, the first 

international space docking mission.” 
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On page 5. 
 

 
“GROUND IS BROKEN for the $35 million Apollo/Saturn V facility near the Banana Creek 
viewing site. From left are Edward O'Connor, executive director, Spaceport Florida Authority; 
Hugh Brown, chairman of the board, Spaceport Florida; J.B. Kump, district manager for U.S. 
Rep. Dave Weldon; Rick Abramson, president and chief operating officer, Delaware North Park 
Services of Spaceport Inc.; Jay Honeycutt, KSC director; Gerald Koi, principal, Morris 
Architects; E. "Ed" Wike, owner, W&J Construction Corp.; Charles Boswell, senior group vice 
president, SouthTrust Bank; Walt Murphy, director of Engineering Development; and Hugh 
Harris, director of Public Affairs. The new building is scheduled for completion in late 1996 and 
will house an original Saturn V launch vehicle and lunar lander from the Apollo lunar landing 
program. It will become a primary stop on the tours offered to visitors at Spaceport USA, 
operated by concessioner Delaware North.” 

 
 

Also on page 5. 

 
“JOHNSON SPACE CENTER'S new Mission Control Center (MCC), will begin operations 
during the STS-70 mission, scheduled to lift off June 8. The new center, developed at a cost of 
$250 million, eliminates the NASA-unique equipment and massive hardware orientation of the 
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current Mission Control, replacing it with a modular, software-oriented design that uses 
standard, commercially available equipment. The design offers an unprecedented flexibility in 
flight control operations, allowing the facility to be changed from controlling a Space Shuttle to 
controlling any other spacecraft with almost the simplicity of choosing a different function from a 
computer menu. During STS-70, the ascent, Tracking and Data Relay Satellite deploy and entry 
operations will be conducted from the old Flight Control Room, but after the completion of the 
deploy, the flight control team will move to the new MCC for the remaining on-orbit operations.” 

 
Wikipedia has an extensive read on the Christopher C. Kraft Jr. Mission Control Center, 
including the control rooms. 
 
 
 
 

From The June 30, 1995, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1. 
 

 
“THE SPACE SHUTTLE ATLANTIS lifted off on mission STS-71 at 3:32 p.m. June 27 to 
successfully begin the 100th U.S. human space mission and its historic journey to the Russian 
Space Station Mir. At press lime Atlantis was set to dock with Mir on June 29 at 9:05 a.m. About 
100 hours of docked operations between the crews of Mir and Atlantis will follow. Undocking 
from Mir is scheduled for July 4. Atlantis will land back at Kennedy Space Center's Shuttle 
Landing Facility on July 7 at 10:57 a.m. Two previously scheduled launch attempts for STS-71 
were scrubbed due to poor weather.” 
 

STS-70 had been scheduled for the 100th human space spaceflight.  From Wikipedia, 
“STS-70 had originally moved ahead of STS-71 because of a delay in the launch of the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_C._Kraft_Jr._Mission_Control_Center
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Russian Spektr laboratory module to the Russian space station Mir. However, on 31 
May 1995 shuttle managers assessed damage to the External Tank of STS-70 caused 
by nesting flicker woodpeckers. The damage consisted of about 71 holes (ranging in 
size from 4 inches in diameter to 1/2 inch in diameter) in the ETs thermal protection 
foam insulation. Technicians installed safeguards against additional damage. On 2 
June, NASA managers decided to delay the launch of Discovery in order to make 
repairs to the insulation, and STS-71 was moved ahead of STS-70. Discovery was 
rolled back to the VAB on 8 June, and was returned to the pad on 15 June.” 
 
 
Also on page 1, the “Mission update” for STS-69. 
 
“Mission: STS-69 on Endeavour. 
 
Launch date, time: July 30, 10:40 a.m. -- 1:10 p.m. 
 
Objective: To perform operations necessary to fulfill the requirements of the Wake 
Shield Facility free-flying experiment platform, and to deploy and retrieve the 
SPARTAN-201 (Shuttle Pointed Autonomous Research Tool for Astronomy-201) free-
flying satellite. A spacewalk is also scheduled during the mission to assess space suit 
performance, including Extravehicular Mobility Unit design modifications. 
 
Landing date: August 10, 7:10 a.m. at KSC.” 
 

       
 
From Wikipedia, “Designed by the mission crew members, the patch for STS-69 
symbolizes the multifaceted nature of the flight's mission. The primary payload, the 
Wake Shield Facility (WSF), is represented in the center by the astronaut emblem 
against a flat disk. The astronaut emblem also signifies the importance of human beings 
in space exploration, reflected by the planned space walk to practice for International 
Space Station (ISS) activities and to evaluate space suit design modifications. The two 
stylized Space Shuttles highlight the ascent and entry phases of the mission. Along with 
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the two spiral plumes, the stylized Space Shuttles symbolize a NASA first, the 
deployment and recovery on the same mission of two spacecraft (both the Wake Shield 
Facility and the Spartan). The constellations Canis Major and Canis Minor represent the 
astronomy objectives of the Spartan and International Extreme Ultraviolet Hitchhiker 
(IEH) payload. The two constellations also symbolize the talents and dedication of the 
support personnel who make Space Shuttle missions possible.” 
 
 
On page 2, “Mission home page, KSC newsroom online”.  The article states “NASA 
and the Kennedy Space Center newsroom have expanded their boundaries into the 
electronic realm of the Internet. With the start of the countdown for STS-71, NASA 
unveiled a permanent home on the Internet for Shuttle mission information. 
 
"On Board STS-71," focusing on the Atlantis-Mir docking flight, is the debut of the 
official NASA source for World Wide Web information about all Space Shuttle missions. 
The page also features five spectacular new images of Russia's Mir space station…”. 
 
 
On page 4, “Name this girl”. 
 

     
“PLEASE HELP Public Affairs identify this proud father and his daughter who is being hugged 
by astronaut Marsha Ivens during Space Congress activities. It is hoped this picture might 
provide some inspiration through the years for the young girl. Please call 867-XXXX with any 
information.” 

 
  
 
 

From The July 14, 1995, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 6, “'Let's celebrate what we did'”.  In part, the article reads “The 
successful landing of the orbiter Atlantis at Kennedy Space Center on July 7 prompted 
enthusiastic endorsements of continued joint enterprises by the leaders of the Russian 
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and American space programs. NASA Administrator Dan Goldin said in a post-landing 
press conference that he was extremely proud of the cooperative effort with the Russian 
Space Agency that resulted in the first docking of Russian and American spacecraft in 
two decades. "It was unbelievable work," Goldin said. "I am deeply appreciative of the 
outstanding efforts of the Russian Space Agency. No one team did more or less than 
the other."… 
 
STS-71 Mission Commander Robert "Hoot" Gibson and Pilot Charles Precourt echoed 
the positive response the mission's success generated. "I'm extremely proud of the 
NASA team and the folks that worked on this flight," Gibson said. "It makes you feel 
sometimes that you can do almost anything you want to do." Precourt said that the 
experience of traveling into space is very humbling… 
 
Six more docking missions in works 
 
Dates of the six remaining Shuttle-Mir docking missions are: 
 
     STS-74 -- Oct. 26, 1995 
     STS-76-- March 21, 1996 
     STS-79 -- August 1996 
     STS-81 -- December 1996 
     STS-84 -- May 1997 
     STS-86 -- September 1997” 
 
According to Wikipedia, the above STS list is correct.  The actual launch dates 
changed.  In addition to the above noted missions, STS-89 and STS-91 were also Mir 
missions.  Per Wikipedia (an extensive writeup on Mir), “Mir was a space station that 
operated in low Earth orbit from 1986 to 2001… Mir was deorbited in March 2001…”.  
 

 
“THE SPACE SHUTTLE orbiter Atlantis makes a smooth touchdown on Runway 15 of the 
Shuttle Landing Facility, bringing an end to the historic STS-71 mission which featured the first 
docking between the Space Shuttle and the Russian Mir space station.” 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mir
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On the left, “MIR 18 Commander Vladimir Dezhurov welcomes STS-71 Commander Robert 
'Hoot' Gibson to Mir.”  On the right, “ASTRONAUT Norm Thagard serves ice cream sundaes to 
Cosmonauts Vladimir Dezherov and Gennady Strekalov. The sundaes as well as hot dogs and 
hamburgers were ordered as a welcome home symbol by Dan Goldin, far left.” 
 
 

On page 2, “Sons see KSC as inspirational place to work”.  A portion of the article 

reads “About 200 sons of NASA employees explored the Kennedy Space Center on the 

heels of their parents or designated guardians June 28 during the second annual Take 

Our Sons to Work Day. The day's activities began in the Galaxy Theater with a warm 

welcome from Assistant Center Director Gene Thomas… 

During the afternoon, in addition to visiting parental worksites, the young men visited 

other locations, including the Advanced Systems Development Lab, where a number of 

operating robots provided hands-on experience; the KSC Protective Services K-9 

unit;… the Medical Science Laboratory; and the Bio-Medical Laboratory at CCAFS… 

During a driving tour of the center, Benjamin Fisher, 9, couldn't get over the size of the 
Saturn V rocket displayed in the Launch Complex 39 area, said his grandmother 
Barbara Powell, coordinator of the event… The purpose of the event was to increase 
awareness of employment opportunities by giving young men exposure to KSC work.” 
 

 

“JOHN BLUE, a lead engineer for Lockheed Martin Space Operations, and his son Matthew 
examine paperwork held by Brook Smith, also of Lockheed.” 
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On page 6, “Fan identified”. 

 
“THIS ADORING young fan of astronaut Marsha Ivins has been identified as Randall Darcy 
Deane, 3, a true space buff. Darcy's father Michael Deane, a participant in NASA's Summer 
Industrial Fellowhip for Teachers program, said his program manager showed him the photo 
which appeared in the June 30 edition of Spaceport News. Deane, who teaches 6th, 7th and 8th 
grade science at John F. Kennedy Middle School, said that while his daughter's interests aren't 
limited to space ("she loves everything!") she does have a collection of astronaut Christmas 
ornaments and she has expressed a desire to go to Mars. The Deanes caught up with Ivins at 
Space Congress in April.” 

 
 
 
 

From the July 28, 1995, Spaceport News 
 

On page 1, “KSC hosts successful STS-70 round trip”. 
 

 
On the left, “THE FOURTH Space Shuttle flight of 1995 lifted off on an allbut-perfect start at 
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9:41:55 a.m. July 13 from Launch Pad 39B. The primary objective of the mission was to assure 
the continued readiness of NASA's Tracking and Data Relay Satellite (TORS) communications 
network which links Earth-orbiting spacecraft -- including the Shuttle -- with the ground.” 
 
On the right on the previous page, “STS-70 crew members give a "thumbs-up" to press 
respresentatives and others waiting to greet them on Runway 33 of the Shuttle Landing Facility 
(SLF) after conclusion of their successful flight. From the left are Commander Terence "Tom" 
Henricks, Mission Specialists Mary Ellen Weber, Nancy Jane Currie and Donald A. Thomas, 
and Pilot Keven R. Kregel. Discovery landed on orbit 143. Main gear touchdown was at 8:02 
a.m. on July 22…”. 

 

Also on page 1, the “Mission update” for STS-73. 

Mission: STS-73 on Columbia. 

Target launch date, time: Sept. 21, 9:31 a.m. from Launch Pad 398. 

Objective: U.S. Microgravity Laboratory-2. Principal objectives are to conduct materials 

processing and fluids processing experiments; medical experiments on the effects of 

zero-gravity on humans; and to explore potential applications for commercial products 

and processes. The mission also will contribute to the development of a basis for future 

Spacelab and Space Station applications. 

Landing date, time: Oct. 7, 7:25 a.m. at KSC. 

      
 

From Wikipedia, “The crew patch of STS-73, the second flight of the United States 

Microgravity Laboratory (USML-2), depicts the Space Shuttle Columbia in the vastness 

of space. In the foreground are the classic regular polyhedrons that were investigated 

by Plato and later Euclid. The Pythagoreans were also fascinated by the symmetrical 

three-dimensional objects whose sides are the same regular polygon. The tetrahedron, 

the cube, the octahedron, and the icosahedron were each associated with the Natural 

Elements of that time: fire (on this mission represented as combustion science); Earth 
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(crystallography), air and water (fluid physics). An additional icon shown as the infinity 

symbol was added to further convey the discipline of fluid mechanics. The shape of the 

emblem represents a fifth polyhedron, a dodecahedron, which the Pythagoreans 

thought corresponded to a fifth element that represented the cosmos.’ 

 

 

On page 4. 
 

  
“THE SPACE SHUTTLE Endeavour awaits a scheduled Aug. 5 liftoff from Launch Pad 39A on a 
planned 11-day mission focusing on the deployment, retrieval and operation of the Wake Shield 
Facility on its second spaceflight and the SPARTAN-201 platform which is making its third 
spaceflight. The crew will also conduct and oversee a wide variety of secondary experiments, 
including solar and stellar observations, commercial materials processing and biotechnology 
investigations. Two crew members will also carry out a nearly 6 1/2 hour extravehicular activity 
(EVA) or spacewalk to test assembly techniques and tools for the international space station 
and to evaluate thermal design modifications to space suits worn during spacewalks.” 

   
 
 
 

From The August 11, 1995, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “Week emphasizes employee safety”.  In part, the article states “Kennedy 
Space Center workers can pick up useful information during Safety Appreciation Week 
Aug. 21-25 that will help the center maintain its excellent safety record… NASA 
Headquarters has proclaimed Aug. 23 as Safety Awareness Day to heighten awareness 
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of potential safety hazards at work and to promote safe practices. Throughout the week, 
videos will be televised inhouse on Channels 59 and 60 on a variety of safety-related 
topics such as Seeing Accidents Before They Happen. Center Director Jay Honeycutt 
and NASA Administrator Dan Goldin also will be featured…”. 
 
 
 
 

From The August 25, 1995, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 6, “STS-69 prepares for dual deployment, retrieval”, by Susan 
Walsh.  Part of the article reads “The five astronauts aboard Endeavour for Mission 
STS-69 will do something no other Space Shuttle crew has ever attempted: They will 
deploy, rendezvous with and later retrieve two free-flying spacecraft… Primary 
objectives of STS-69 are the deployment, retrieval and operation of the Wake Shield 
Facility (WSF) on its second flight and the Spartan-201 spacecraft which is making its 
third flight… 
 
Two crew members, Payload Commander James Voss and Mission Specialist Michael 
Gernhardt, are scheduled to perform about a six-hour spacewalk on Flight Day 10 to 
test assembly techniques and tools for the international space station and to evaluate 
thermal design modifications to space suits. At a prelaunch crew briefing, three-time 
space flyer and Mission Commander David Walker called STS-69 "the most challenging 
and complex mission" he's been involved with since he became an astronaut in 1979… 
 

 
“STS-69 crew members are all smiles at Launch Pad 39A as they participate in a dress 
rehearsal for launch. From left are Payload Commander James Voss, Mission Specialist James 
Newman, Mission Commander David Walker, Mission Specialist Michael Gernhardt, and Pilot 
Kenneth Cockrell.” 
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On page 3, “Manned Flight Awareness program gets new name”.  In part, the article 

reads “One of NASA’s most popular and recognized programs has a new name. The 

Manned Flight Awareness (MFA) program, which was designed to impress on NASA 

and contractor employees the importance of their work, is now known as the Space 

Flight Awareness (SFA) program. 

      

J. Wayne Littles, NASA's associate administrator for space flight, listed several reasons 

for the change. "The title is clear, concise and establishes space as the focal point," 

Littles explained. "It also allows inclusion of international activities such as the 

international space station along with other types of payloads in support of human 

space flight." 

NASA's employee motivational program has a rich and full history. Created in the early 

1960s by Wernher von Braun and the original seven Mercury astronauts, the MFA 

program played an integral and increasingly focused role in the Mercury, Gemini, 

Saturn, Apollo, Skylab and Apollo-Soyuz projects… 

The program includes several awards, astronaut visits, and distribution of posters, 

lithographs, decals and pins to employees. Awards are the Silver Snoopy, the Flight 

Safety Award, the Space Flight Awareness Team Award and the Honoree Award, the 

highest tribute paid by NASA to government and contractor workers…”. 

 
On page 5, “XTE processing forges ahead”.  A part of the article reads “Work to 
prepare the X-Ray Timing Explorer for launch is proceeding at Spacecraft Hangar AO 
on Cape Canaveral Air Station. Liftoff of XTE aboard a Delta rocket has been 
rescheduled from Aug. 31 to Oct. 12. The new date is pending completion of flight 
qualification of upgraded avionics for the vehicle as well as investigation into the failure 
of a solid rocket booster to separate from the Delta first stage during the recent launch 
of Koreasat-1. 
 
At press time, upcoming milestones include: On Sept. 12, a partial tanking of liquid 
oxygen on the first stage to test for cryogenic leaks, a Simulated Flight Test of the 
vehicle to check the inflight functions of the Delta after T-0 on Sept. 13 and 14 and a 
pair of launch crew certifications, which includes a launch countdown and full tanking of 
the vehicle with liquid oxygen on Sept. 23-25… 
 
Other milestones that have been recently achieved include: completion of a spacecraft 
performance test…  and completion of a mission simulation covering the early hours of 



Page 38 
 

flight after separation from the Delta. XTE will be moved from Hanger AO to Pad 17 A 
the week of Sept. 25.” 
 

 
“The X-Ray Timing Explorer is lifted from the horizontal to the vertical at Cape Canaveral Air 
Station's Hangar AO.” 

 
  
 
 

From The September 8, 1995, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Cell changeout”. 
 

 
“IN THE Payload Changeout Room at Launch Pad 39A, a team of Lockheed Martin, NASA and 
Rockwell workers carried out the task of removing and replacing Fuel Cell No. 2 on the Space 
Shuttle Endeavour on Sept. 1. The LAU (Line Replaceable Unit) handler at right was used to 
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pull the 262-pound fuel cell from underneath the payload bay liner near the forward bulkhead. 
Each Shuttle orbiter is equipped with three fuel cells which provide electricity to the vehicle on-
orbit; all three are required to be operational prior to launch. Higher than allowable temperatures 
were detected on Fuel Cell No. 2 during launch countdown of Endeavour on Mission STS-69, 
resulting in a scrub about eight hours prior to scheduled liftoff Aug. 31 . The replacement fuel 
cell, a new one, was tested after it was installed. The five STS-69 astronauts returned to KSC 
on Sept. 5.” 
 
 

On page 2. 

   
“THE RUSSIAN-BUILT Docking Module (DM), the primary payload of the STS-74 Space Shuttle 
mission, is lowered onto a workstand in the Operations and Checkout Building on Aug. 18. The 
two white rectangular structures on the sides of the DM are solar arrays. The Interface 
Verification Test (IVT) verified the compatibility and readiness of the Docking Module to be 
integrated with the Space Shuttle orbiter Atlantis. Once attached to Mir, the DM will support all 
Space Shuttle orbiter dockings with Mir, as well as potential Russian Soyuz spacecraft 
dockings.” 
 
 

On pages 2 and 3, “Summer doesn't slow activity at KSC”.   

 
“CENTER DIRECTOR Jay Honeycutt prepares to take a spin in the celebrity race sponsored by 
the Central Florida Soap Box Derby in Sanford June 17. Norm Perry, who retired from KSC as 
the industry assistance officer in 1989, served as race director. NASA has maintained a strong 
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affiliation with the derby over the years, with astronaut Robert "Hoot" Gibson serving as a 
spokesman and Loren Shriver, manager of Launch Integration for the Space Shuttle program, 
winning the celebrity race in 1994. Although competition was stiff, none of the celebrities were 
invited to Akron, Ohio for the national championship August 5. Seven young people from Florida 
did qualify for the national event, however, and after their return toured KSC at Honeycutt's 
invitation.” 
 

 
“STS-70 MISSION COMMANDER Terence "Tom" Henricks signs a crew photo for NASA' KSC 
employee Art Willett. Waiting to the right is Jeri Honeycutt, program support specialist. The 
STS-70 crew was at the Training Auditorium and the IMAX theater at Spaceport USA for post-
mission briefings on Aug. 23.” 
 
 
 
 

From The September 22, 1995, Spaceport News 

On page 1. 
 

 

“STS-69 MISSION Commander David Walker guides the orbiter Endeavour to an end-of-
mission landing on Runway 33 of KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility Sept. 18. Main gear touchdown 
was at 7:37:56 a.m., marking the 25th end-of-mission landing at KSC.” 
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Also on page 1, the “Mission update” for STS-74. 
 
 

“Mission: STS-74 on Atlantis. 
 
Target launch date, time: Nov. 2, 11 :25 a.m. from Launch Pad 39A. 
 
Objective: To install a permanent docking module that will simplify future Shuttle 
linkups to the Russian space station Mir. Crew members will also conduct a variety of 
science experiments and transfer water and other consumables to the Russian station. 
 
Landing date, time: Nov. 10, 8:30 a.m. at KSC. 
   

     

From Wikipedia, “The STS-74 crew patch depicts the orbiter Atlantis docked to the 
Russian Space Station Mir. The central focus is on the Russian-built docking module, 
drawn with shading to accentuate its pivotal importance to both STS-74 and the NASA-
Mir Program. The rainbow across the horizon represents the Earth's atmosphere, the 
thin membrane protecting all nations, while the three flags across the bottom show 
those nations participating in STS-74: Russia, Canada, and the United States. The 
sunrise is symbolic of the dawn of a new era in NASA space flight, that of International 
Space Station construction.” 
 

On page 4, “VAB houses balloon leak check”.  In part, the article reads “The 

behemoth Vehicle Assembly Building, once the assembly point for vehicles designed to 

orbit the moon, served as the testing site last weekend for a craft that will float around 

the Earth. Capt. Henk Brink of The Netherlands sought NASA's help in preparing for his 

attempt to achieve the first nonstop balloon flight around the world. Brink said the 

balloon's size made it difficult to find a building suitable for testing. "I searched all over 

Europe and Russia," he said. "There was no other place."… 

"When Brink came to us we determined it was technically feasible and we had a place 

in our schedule to do it," assistant launch director Al Sofge said… The test was 
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conducted with no modifications to the VAB, said NASA Test Director Pete Nickolenko, 

who worked with Brink in preparing the building for the check. Inflation began at about 

3:30 p.m. Friday Sept. 15. Partial inflation was completed at 1:30 a.m. the next day. The 

balloon was inflated to its total height of just over 200 feet, but could not be inflated to its 

120- foot width because the space between catwalks in the transfer aisles is limited to 

85 feet...  

Brink and his wife Evelien crossed the Atlantic in a balloon in 1986. This mission will 

originate from The Netherlands sometime between Nov. 1 and Feb. 1, 1996. The 

planned flight path is at an altitude of 40,000 feet where the Northwest jet stream will 

carry the craft over Germany, Italy and Turkey toward Iran, Iraq, the Himilayas, China, 

the Pacific Ocean, the U.S., and over the Atlantic Ocean to a final landing between 

Norway and North Africa… 

Although the test was an unusual use of the VAB it was not the first time a balloon has 
been tested there. Tests were held in the 1970s for an Air Force Eastern Range project 
and the U. S. Navy's High Altitude Superpressured Powered Aerostat (HASPA) craft.” 
 

 
“THE BALLOON Dutch aviator Henk Brink will use in his attempt to circle the globe is inflated in 
the Vehicle Assembly Building. The balloon was only partially inflated because of width 
limitations in the VAB transfer aisle.” 
 

According to Wikipedia, “…Breitling Orbiter 3 was the first balloon to fly around the 

world non-stop, piloted by Bertrand Piccard and Brian Jones…” in March 1999.  And 

according to the Balloons Over Britain website, Steve Fossett “…became the first 

person in the world to complete a circumnavigation of the globe in a hot air balloon, 

completed in just under 15 days…”, non-stop, solo, in 2002, after 5 attempts.  I can find 

no information that Henk Brink completed an around the world trip in a balloon. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breitling_Orbiter
https://www.balloonsoverbritain.co.uk/around-the-world-flights-first-successful-solo
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From The October 6, 1995, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Heading toward Palmdale”. 
 

 
“THE ORBITER Discovery, NASA's most prolific space-faring vehicle, a veteran of 21 Shuttle 
missions, takes off from the Shuttle Landing Facility Sept. 27 for Rockwell's Palmdale, Calif., 
Orbiter Modification Center.” 
     
 

On page 8, “Discovery goes cross country”.  In part, the article reads “KSC 

employees prepared the orbiter Discovery for a cross-country mission that began Sept. 

27 at 7:04 a.m. when the 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft it was mated with departed the 

Shuttle Landing Facility (SLF). Discovery arrived at Rockwell's Orbiter Modification 

Center (OMC) on Sept. 28 after brief stops in Fort Worth, Texas, and Salt Lake City, 

Utah. Discovery will spend about nine months at the OMC where about 100 

modifications will be performed on the vehicle…”. 

 

  
“The Shuttle Carrier Aircraft is positioned under the orbiter in preparation for final mating.” 
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On page 2, “One for the trophy case”. 
   

 
“ANY AVID golfer can relate to the frustration symbolized in this trophy. Certainly a team from 
the 45th Space Wing at Patrick Air Force Base felt a little frustration recently when they 
conceded the prize to a team from the Kennedy Space Center. The tourney was held Sept. 8, 
1995 at Patrick, and revives a dormant tradition of golf course competition between KSC and 
the 45th Space Wing. The winning team -- or "Survivors" -- takes possession of the trophy until 
the next match. Besides allowing participants to enjoy a good game of their favorite pastime, the 
tournaments also foster camaraderie and a team spirit between the two organizations.” 

 

On page 5, “Directorates returning to classrooms with students”.  A portion of the 

article reads “Kennedy Space Center employees are going back to the classroom this 

fall as mentorship programs at several area schools get under way for a new year. KSC 

directorates participate in the program in several ways - by directly "adopting" a school 

and providing mentors on a regular basis, by offering teachers specialized training 

through the Public Affairs Education Services Branch, and by giving presentations and 

helping students with science fair projects. 

Many directorates are continuing existing programs; some are branching out in new 

areas. The employees usually find they enjoy the opportunity as much as the students, 

said Cindy Coddington, coordinator of the program for Shuttle Operations… In addition, 

more than 200 teachers have participated in intensive teacher workshops offered by the 

Education Services Branch. All directorates supported these efforts.” 
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From The October 20, 1995, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Columbia crew awaits”.   
 

 
“STS-73 COMMANDER Ken Bowersox returns to the Operations and Checkout Building after 
the mission was scrubbed due to unfavorable weather Oct. 15. The delay was the sixth for that 
mission, tying the record set by Mission STS-61C in 1986. STS-73 was originally set to launch 
Sept. 28 but the count was halted during tanking operations when a leak occurred around the 
main fuel valve on main engine no. 1. The next attempt, Oct. 5, was cancelled due to weather 
as Hurricane Opal approached the Florida panhandle. Prior to tanking operations Oct. 6, 
engineers noticed a problem with the no. 1 hydraulic system and the mission was scrubbed for 
24 hours. On Oct. 7, it was determined the master events controller was not functioning properly 
and the launch was postponed seven days. The fifth postponement was made Oct. 13 to allow 
inspections of the three high pressure oxidizer turbo pump discharge ducts. All systems 
functioned properly on the sixth attempt, Oct. 15, but the KSC weather did not cooperate. At 
press time the next attempt was scheduled for Oct. 20.” 
 
 

On pages 1 and 6, “STS-74 poised to deliver docking hardware to Mir”.  In part, the 
article reads “Equipment to extend the life of the nearly 10-year-old Russian Space 
Station Mir and an attachment to simplify Shuttle Mir linkups will be delivered during 
Shuttle Mission STS-74. The Space Shuttle Atlantis is targeted for liftoff on its 15th flight 
no earlier than Nov. 8 at 9:07 a.m. from Launch Pad 39A. The dress rehearsal for the 
flight, the Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test, was scheduled at press time to 
occur at KSC earlier this week. Atlantis arrived at the pad on Oct. 12… 
 
STS-74 will mark the second of seven planned dockings between the U.S. Shuttle and 
Mir; all seven are being flown by Atlantis (OV-104). A key hardware element that flew on 
the first linkup - STS-71 in June/ July - is flying again. The Orbiter Docking System 
(ODS) was removed from Atlantis' payload bay after OV-104 returned to KSC on July 7. 
It underwent modifications to accommodate the primary payload of STS-74, the 
Russian-built Docking Module (DM)…”.    
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The Spaceport News photo is on the left and the color photo on the right was available at 
several places on the web.  The Spaceport News caption is “CREW MEMBERS for STS-74 are, 
seated from left, Pilot James Halsell and Commander Kenneth Cameron, and, standing from 
left, astronauts William McArthur Jr., Jerry Ross and Chris Hadfield, all mission specialists. 
Hadfield is an international mission specialist representing the Canadian Space Agency.” 

 
 
On page 5, “Atlantis Elementary, Vehicle Engineering Directorate team up”.  The 
article states “Kennedy Space Center engineers and Atlantis Elementary School 
students forged a common bond last week over their love of the space program and 
education. The Vehicle Engineering Directorate officially "adopted" the Port St. John 
school and will regularly send mentors to the school to work with individual students and 
to participate in the educational process. 
 
Astronaut Marsha Ivins gave the enthusiastic students at the adoption ceremony an 
insider's view of a Shuttle launch and shared her enthusiasm for flight. Shuttle 
Operations Director Bob Sieck and Vehicle Engineering Director Bob Lang stressed the 
importance of such teaming efforts for the future of the space program and for the 
students.” 
 

  
“ASTRONAUT Marsha Ivins, who flew on the Space Shuttle Atlantis during STS-46, takes 
questions from an eager audience at Atlantis Elementary. VEHICLE ENGINEERING Director 
Bob Lang, left, and Shuttle Operations Director Bob Sieck hold a banner presented to them by 
Atlantis students.” 
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From The November 3, 1995, Spaceport News  

On pages 1 and 5, “Honeycutt thanks workers for Open House success”.  The 
article reads: 
 
“On Oct. 28, approximately 15,500 Kennedy Space Center employees and their guests 
got a close-up view of our unique mission by visiting many of our facilities. It was an 
enjoyable and educational experience for everyone, and truly a special time to share 
with families and friends. I want to thank the hundreds of space center workers who 
gave generously of their time and efforts to make the Open House a success. 
 
The STS-73 mission forced us to reschedule the event twice. This was difficult for those 
employees working on the Open House. But the teamwork and dedication they 
exhibited to make the event a memorable experience for all proved once again what a 
great team we have at KSC. I believe that everyone who attended agreed that it was 
worth waiting for! I know that it reinforced the pride we all feel in our KSC team, and its 
world-class performance of the challenging role we fulfill in support of America’s space 
program. 
 

 

     
On the left, “RON WOODS of the JSC Resident Office explains the function of a space suit to 
sisters Ellen and Sarah Long, daughters of Lori Long of Met-Con Genesis VII. The suit was on 
display at the Space Station Processing Facility.”  On the right, “MATTHEW MALLIN, son of 
Richard Mallin, a Lockheed Martin employee, signs a cargo liner which flew on STS-69 and will 
be presented to the STS-72 crew in the hopes that it might fly again. The liner was located in 
Orbiter Processing Facility Bay 3.” 
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From The November 17, 1995, Spaceport News 

On page 1. 

 
“LINKING SEA AND SPACE-STS-69 Mission Specialist Mike Gernhardt (center) presents 
Mercury 7 astronaut Scott Carpenter (right) with a commemorative plaque at Spaceport USA 
Nov. 9. Gernhardt has completed more than 700 deep sea dives. Carpenter co-founded an 
educational program with Ian Koblick (left), president of the Marine Resources Development 
Foundation (MDRF). The MRDF operates the only undersea laboratory in the world used for 
research and education. During STS-69, Carpenter spoke to Gernhardt from the laboratory in 
Key Largo, Fla. It was the first sea-to-space conversation since Carpenter spoke with Gordon 
Cooper aboard Gemini V 30 years ago. Carpenter also presented for display at Spaceport USA 
an Endeavour flag from his underwater stay and some Tecktites, pebble-size black meteorites 
found on the ocean floor.” 
 
 

On page 2, “McCulley named director of Launch Site Operations”.  A portion of the 

article reads “Mike McCulley has been named director of Launch Site Operations at 

KSC by Lockheed Martin Space Operations (LMSO). The appointment takes effect Nov. 

25… McCulley, a former astronaut, joined LMSO in 1990 as deputy director of Launch 

Site Operations. The former Navy pilot completed his astronaut training in 1985 and 

served in a variety of roles with NASA, including as technical assistant to the director of 

Flight Crew Operations, as the flight crew representative to the Shuttle Requirements 

Control Board and as lead of the Astronaut Support Team at KSC. He flew as a pilot on 

STS-34 in 1989…”. 

 
   MCCULLEY 
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On page 7. 
 

 
“STS-69 COMMANDER David Walker displays a book of mission photos that was presented to 
him by Bob Sieck, director of Shuttle Operations. Walker presented Sieck with a photo of the 
“dogmobile”, the crew's primary source of transportation around Houston, "taking off" from the 
launch pad. The STS-69 crew designated themselves as the Dog Crew II after the original Dog 
Crew, which was formed during Walker's previous Shuttle flight -- STS-53.” 
 
 

Also on page 7, “Morgan joins prominent achievers in Florida Women's Hall of 

Fame”.  Part of the article reads “Kennedy Space Center senior manager and space 

program veteran JoAnn Morgan joins a prominent list of Florida women whose 

achievements have earned them induction into the Florida Women's Hall of Fame… 

These women join the 36 women inducted since 1982, and all will continue to serve as 

role models for the nation's future. The induction ceremony took place Nov. 13 at the 

Women's Hall of Fame Wall in the Capitol Rotunda at Tallahassee. 

"The inductees are all pioneers in their fields, in various aspects of the definition of 

pioneer, which include venturing into unknown territory and being an innovator," said 

Navita Cummings James, FCSW chair. Morgan is the director of KSC's Safety and 

Mission Assurance Directorate. She is the first woman senior executive at KSC, as well 

as the first woman selected to lead an operating division. She has participated in every 

U.S. human spaceflight program to date. "I have had the great blessing to work with all 

of the good pioneers in this business," observed Morgan of her many years in the space 

program. 

  
  MORGAN 
 

The Florida Women’s Hall of Fame website is at this location.  In the above article, 
FCSW stands for Florida Commission on the Status of Women.  

https://flwomenshalloffame.org/
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From the December 8, 1995, Spaceport News 

On pages 1, several “Mission updates”. 

   
     

Mission: STS-74 on Atlantis. 

Landing date, time: Nov. 20, 12:01 p.m. EST on runway 33. Landing was the 27th at 

KSC.   

 

 

Mission: Atlas Centaur-121 SOHO. 

Launch date, time: Dec. 2, 3:08 a.m. EST. 

 

Mission: STS-72 
 
Launch date, time: Jan 11, 4:18 a.m. from Launch Pad 398.  
 
Objective: To retrieve the Japanese Space Flyer Unit (SFU), and to deploy and later 
retrieve the Office of Aeronautics and Space Technology (OAST-Flyer). Two 
spacewalks are also planned. Landing date, time: Jan. 20, 2:54 a.m. 
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From Wikipedia, “The crew patch of STS-72 depicts the Space Shuttle Endeavour and some of 
the payloads on the flight. The Japanese satellite, Space Flyer Unit (SFU) is shown in a free-
flying configuration with the solar array panels deployed. The inner gold border of the patch 
represents the SFU's distinct octagonal shape. Endeavour's rendezvous with and retrieval of 
SFU at an altitude of approximately 250 nautical miles. The Office of Aeronautics and Space 
Technology's (OAST) flyer satellite is shown just after release from the Remote Manipulator 
System (RMS). The OAST satellite was deployed at an altitude of 165 nautical miles. The 
payload bay contains equipment for the secondary payloads - the Shuttle Laser Altimeter (SLA) 
and the Shuttle Solar Backscatter Ultraviolet Instrument (SSBUV). There were two space walks 
planned to test hardware for assembly of the International Space Station. The stars represent 
the hometowns of the crew members in the United States and Japan.” 
 
 
Also on page 1, “All wrapped up for the holidays”. 
 

 
“THE U.S. COAST GUARD is in the middle of a major three-month restoration project on the 
Cape Canaveral lighthouse which is scheduled to be finished by the end of January. It includes 
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metal restoration for the upper lighthouse structure including the lighthouse cab, called the 
cupola, as well as the supporting upper structure. The paint is being removed inside and out 
and the structure will be fully repainted. This is the first major restoration project on the 
lighthouse since the 1950s.” 
 
 

     

On page 5, “KSC heat reduction system to help driver keep cool”, by Chuck 

Weirauch.  In part, the article reads “The next time veteran NASCAR driver Rusty 

Wallace is at the wheel of the Penske Racing lnc.'s No.2 Ford Thunderbird, he will be 

protected from the intense heat generated by the car's engine with a KSC-designed-and 

installed heat reduction system. Rockwell Space Systems Division workers in the 

Thermal Protection System Facility (TPSF) were able to create the system from scrap 

Space Shuttle Orbiter Thermal Protection System (TPS) blanket material… 

According to NASA TPS manager Bruce Lockley, the members of the TPS team who 

worked on Penske's car set a record pit stop of their own, custom-designing and 

installing the heat barrier system in Wallace's car in just 12 hours. "This was just a 

fantastic effort by the team," Lockley said… Right from the time the car rolled into the 

TPSF shop, the team knew what they were up against and were able to go from design 

concept to fabrication and installation in a day." The Rockwell TPSF race car team 

included TPSF facility manager Dave Sanders, project manager Martin Wilson, 

supervisor Mike Charvet and other TPS personnel… 

Temperatures in the engine compartment of a high-performance race car can reach up 

to 1,200 degrees. Although no accurate measurements have been taken inside a car, it 

has been estimated that heat buildup during a race can cause temperatures inside the 

cockpit to reach from between 140 to 160 degrees… In an attempt to improve 

conditions for his drivers, former NASCAR champion and NASCAR race team manager 

Bobby Allison approached Kennedy Space Center Director Jay Honeycutt to help find a 

solution. Honeycutt, a racing fan, recommended that Allison pursue an agreement with 

KSC to install TPS material in one of his cars…”. 

 
“ROCKWELL Space Systems Division employees work to install scrap Space Shuttle Thermal 
Protection System (TPS) blanket material in the NASCAR racer. From the left are David Sheets 
and Jess England. Martin Wilson, Make Charvet and Todd Rose are under the car while Janet 
Mills is at right (in white).” 


