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1997 Spaceport News Summary 
There was one banner used in 1997; see above, with Mission updates on the left.  The 

last page of this Summary includes a recent addition to the outside of the VAB.   

 

Introduction 

The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 

1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 

weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 

Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 

issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 

until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The 

Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 

In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I 

added or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link. 

All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary.  The 

Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article. 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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From the January 17, 1997, Spaceport News Summary 

On pages 1 and 8, “Fifth Shuttle-Mir docking kicks off busy 1997 launch 

schedule”.  Part of the articles reads “When the Space Shuttle Atlantis lifted off at 4:27 

a.m. from Launch Pad 39B Sunday morning to begin the STS-81 mission, NASA 

astronaut and Mir 22 crew member John Blaha was aboard the Russian Mir space 

station getting the last of his gear together for the ride home… After maneuvering to 

rendezvous with Mir, Atlantis was scheduled to link up with the Russian science 

platform on Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 10:53 p.m. 

Once the hatch between the two spacecraft was opened, STS-81 Mission Specialist 

Jerry Linenger was to take Blaha’s place on the Mir 22 crew as the fourth U. S. 

astronaut to conduct a long-duration mission onboard the space station… Blaha has 

been on Mir since Sept. 19, 1996, when Atlantis docked with Mir during the STS-79 

mission. Linenger will remain aboard Mir until he is replaced by STS-84 Mission 

Specialist Michael Foale. He will return to Earth during that mission, which is currently 

targeted for May 1997… 

Two more docking and astronaut transfer missions, STS-84 and STS-86, are scheduled 

this year. Two additional long-duration stays by U.S. astronauts will extend the program 

through May 1998…”. 

       
On the left, “STS-81 Commander Mike Baker (front right) and Pilot Brent Jett (front left) lead the 
way from the Operations and Checkout Building en route to the Space Shuttle Atlantis at Pad 
39B. Behind them are (front to back) Mission Specialists John Grunsfeld, Jerry Linenger, Jeff 
Wisoff and Marsha Ivins.”  On the right, “ATLANTIS roars off Launch Pad 39B to begin the 
Space Shuttle launch schedule for 1997. Liftoff occurred ontime at 4:27:23 a.m. EST, Jan. 12… 
Awaiting the six-member crew of Mission STS-81 aboard the Russian Space Station Mir is 
astronaut John Blaha, who will be replaced by STS-81 astronaut Jerry Linenger.” 
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On page 2, “Three senior NASA managers take on new assignments”.  A portion of 

the article reads “Three NASA space program veterans have been assigned to new 

positions, pending NASA Headquarters approval. Bobby G. Bruckner has been 

designated director of Payload Processing. He had been serving as director, Payload 

Ground Systems. Bruckner joined NASA in June 1966…Sterling W. Walker, previously 

the director, Mechanical Engineering, has been designated director of Engineering 

Development. Walker joined NASA at KSC in 1967… Warren I. Wiley has been 

designated deputy director of Engineering Development… Wiley joined NASA in 1971.” 

          
   Bruckner         Walker             Wiley 
 
 

On page 5. 
 

 
“ROYAL VISITOR — His Royal Highness Prince Edward of Great Britain accepts a 
commemorative plaque from KSC Associate Director Al Parrish that features a United Kingdom 
flag flown on the Space Shuttle. His tour included stops at Orbiter Processing Facility Bay 2 
where the orbiter Discovery was being prepared for flight, the Vehicle Assembly Building, Pad 
39B where the Space Shuttle Atlantis awaited liftoff on STS-81 and the new Apollo/Saturn V 
Center where the presentation took place. Other members of Edward's family also have visited 
America's only human spaceflight launch facility: Brothers Andrew and Charles were here in 
1983 and 1990, respectively, and their father, Prince Phillip, was here in 1970.” 
 
 

Also on page 5, “Component Refurbishment & Chemical Analysis (CRCA) Facility 

opens”.  In part, the artice reads “Phase I of the new Component Refurbishment & 

Chemical Analysis (CRCA) Facility is under way. A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
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state-of-the-art cleaning plant on Contractors Road was held Dec. 20. The CRCA will 

replace the existing KSC Cleaning Facility located off Saturn Causeway… Flight and 

ground support hardware from both KSC and Cape Canaveral Air Station will be 

processed here. Each component undergoes a specific refurbishment process and is 

cleaned to a specified standard. The components are then tested, packaged and 

shipped out for reuse… 

With Phase I construction completed, activation is already under way. The CRCA is 

scheduled to be fully operational by fall 1997. While Phase I focused on the component 

cleaning area, Phase II (also under way) involves construction of laboratory areas. It is 

expected to be completed early next year. The labs will allow on-site chemical analysis 

of a wide range of materials, including the purity of fuels and oxidizers…”. 

 
“HIGH WINDS and a cold day can't dampen the spirits of KSC and other officials during the 
Dec. 20 ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Component Refurbishment & Chemical Analysis 
(CRCA) Facility/Phase I. From left are Michael McCulley, associate program manager, ground 
operations, United Space Alliance; Marvin Jones, KSC director of Installation Operations; Steve 
Williamson, project manager, Wiltech Corp.; Gene Thomas, deputy director of KSC; Walt 
Stampley, KSC associate director of facilities, Design Engineering; Dick Jolley, president and 
general manager, EG&G Florida; and Dick Lyon, KSC director of Logistics Operations.” 
 
 

On page 6, “Apollo 1 memorial ceremony to be held Jan. 27 at Air Force 

Museum”.  A portion of the articles states “A ceremony marking the 30th anniversary of 

the Apollo 1 fire is scheduled for Jan. 27 at the Air Force museum on Cape Canaveral 

Air Station. Astronauts Gus Grissom, Edward White and Roger Chaffee lost their lives 

at Launch Complex 34 on Jan. 27, 1967, when fire broke out during a ground test of the 

Apollo 1 capsule. A ceremony has been held at LC 34 for each of the last 12 years, but 

is being moved this year to the museum to accommodate a larger audience… 

A separate private ceremony and visit by the Apollo 1 crew families is planned also, 

supported by the Astronauts Memorial Foundation…”. 
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“APOLLO 1 astronauts (from left) Gus Grissom, Edward White and Roger Chaffee at Launch 
Complex 34 on Cape Canaveral, Jan. 17, 1967.” 

 
 
On pages 1 and 7, “New Apollo/Saturn V Center opens”.  The article reads “Former 
Apollo astronauts returned to KSC to celebrate the grand opening of the new 
Apollo/Saturn V Center. A formal gala was held Jan. 8 at the facility, which houses the 
Saturn V formerly located next to the VAB.” 
 

   
“NASA Administrator Dan Goldin (at podium) attended the event and was one of the keynote 
speakers.“ 
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“FORMER Apollo astronauts donned their tuxes to attend the gala. Seated in front (from left) are 
Buzz Aldrin (Gemini 12, Apollo 11); Richard Gordon Jr. (Gemini 11, Apollo 12); Edgar Mitchell 
(Apollo 14); Charles Duke Jr. (Apollo 16); and Walter Cunningham (Apollo 7). Standing (from 
left) are Thomas Stafford (Gemini 6 and 9, Apollo 10 and Apollo-Soyuz Test Project); Russell 
Schweickart (Apollo 9); Eugene Cernan (Gemini 9, Apollo 10 and 17); William Anders (Apollo 
8); and John Young (Gemini 3 and 10, Apollo 10 and 16, STS-1 and 9).” 
 
 
 
 
 

From The February 14, 1997, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Hubble servicing calls for dazzling array of crew aids and tools”.  Part 

of the article reads “The STS-82 astronauts are carrying with them a tool kit of more 

than 150 items to help them service the Hubble Space Telescope for the second time. 

Mission Specialists Mark Lee and Steve Smith will be performing Extravehicular 

Activities (EVAs) one and three and Greg Harbaugh and Joe Tanner will service the 

telescope during EVAs two and four… 

The astronauts spent two years training for their complex mission. The tools and aids 

are classified as Space Support Equipment (SSE). They range from a simple bag for 

carrying some of the smaller tools to sophisticated computer-controlled power tools, and 

are categorized into two subgroups: Crew Aids and Tools. Crew Aids are fixed-in-place 

or portable equipment items, other than hand tools, used to assist crew members in 

accomplishing mission tasks. Crew aids include handrails, handholds, transfer 
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equipment,… Tools are hand-operated devices that allow spacewalking astronauts to 

more efficiently perform intricate, labor-intensive tasks…”. 

     
On the left, “THE SPACE SHUTTLE Discovery cuts a bright swath through the early-morning 
darkness as it lifts off from Launch Pad 39A on a scheduled 10-day flight to service the Hubble 
Space Telescope (HST). Liftoff of Mission STS-82 occurred on-time at 3:55:17 a.m. EST, Feb. 
11, 1997. Leading the veteran crew is Mission Commander Kenneth D. Bowersox. Scott J. 
“Doc” Horowitz is the pilot. Mark C. Lee is the payload commander. Rounding out the seven-
member crew are Mission Specialists Steven L. Smith, Gregory J. Harbaugh, Joseph R. “Joe” 
Tanner and Steven A. Hawley. Hubble was deployed in 1990 and designed to be serviced on-
orbit about every three years. STS-82 marks the 22nd flight of Discovery and the 82nd Shuttle 
mission.”   On the right, “IN KSC's Vertical Processing Facility, Louise Kleba of the Vehicle 
Integration Test Team (VITS) and engineer Devin Tailor of Goddard Space Flight Center 
examine the Pistol Grip Tool. The PGT is a self-contained, microprocessor-controlled, battery-
powered, handheld tool. It also can be used as a non-powered ratchet wrench. The PGT's 
microprocessor can be programmed to control limits for torque, speed, number of turns and 
angle.” 

 

On page 2, “Spaceport News goes electronic”.  Part of the article reads “…The 35-

year old publication is being converted to an all-electronic production process that will 

save money and allow inclusion of more late-breaking news. Spaceport News was first 

published on Dec. 13, 1962. There was no KSC then, just the NASA Launch Operations 

Center on Cape Canaveral. Staffers pecked away on manual typewriters and their 

stories would later be set into type by a printer. The production process took longer and 

required more people expert in different skills. Photos were sized manually using a 

proportion wheel. 
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With desktop publishing, the editor becomes a graphics designer, photographer and 

writer all rolled into one… Each issue is laid out in Pagemaker 6.0. Photos are either 

scanned in using a LaCie Silverscanner III and Adobe Photoshop 3.0, or converted into 

Tiff files directly from electronic sources such as digital photo files on the Internet… 

Eventually, the paper will go totally electronic…”. 

 

On page 6, “Cameras roll at KSC Press Site”. 

 
“THE KSC PRESS SITE was transformed into a film stage for a brief period on Jan. 29, when 
Warner Brothers completed a shoot for the upcoming feature film Contact, based on the 
bestseller by late astronomer Carl Sagan. In photo at top, the scale of a motion picture 
production is evident as extras, actors and actresses and staff swarm over the grandstand. 
Above, Director and Producer Robert Zemeckis (second from left); First Assistant Bruce 
Moriarty (left) and Photography Director Don Burgess (third from left) review a take on video to 
decide whether to keep it or shoot again.” 
 

 
“CONTACT is about humanity's first brush with extraterrestrial life. Besides Jodie Foster, 
Matthew McConaughey and James Woods, it will star John Hurt, Tom Skerritt, Rob Lowe and 
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Angela Bassett. In this scene, the double for Jodie Foster, her hair pulled tightly back, is visible 
at the podium. Filming at the Press Site took place over a two-day period before switching to the 
NASA Causeway for a crowd scene involving approximately 2,000 extras.” 
 
Contact, the movie, was released on July 11, 1997.  Wikipedia has a read.  According to 
Wikipedia, Contact “…is a film adaptation of Carl Sagan's 1985 novel of the same name; Sagan 
and his wife Ann Druyan wrote the story outline for the film…”.  And according to Ann's 
Wikipedia page, “…She was the Creative Director of NASA's Voyager Interstellar Message 
Project, the golden discs affixed to both the Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 spacecraft…”. 
 
 
 
 

From The February 28, 1997, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 6, “New SLF centerline lights help guide Discovery home”.  In part, 

the article reads “When Mission Commander Kenneth Bowersox steered the orbiter 

Discovery toward final approach to Kennedy Space Center’s Runway 15 Feb. 21, new 

runway centerline lights helped him guide the orbiter safely home. Discovery touched 

down at 2:32 a.m… astronaut requests for improved centerline visibility during orbiter 

landings were the driving factor for installation. 

KSC is the prime landing site for all Shuttle missions and night or dawn landings are 

becoming more commonplace, as evidenced by end-of-mission landings in 1996. Six of 

the seven Shuttle missions last year ended at KSC. One occurred during nighttime 

(STS-72), two near dawn (STS-77, STS-80)… astronauts had reported that centerline 

visual cues became less distinct during the final phase of a landing when the 

spaceplane rolls down the runway, making it difficult to detect a possible orbiter drift 

away from the centerline. The new lighting system features a series of 52 lights 

positioned every 200 feet in the center section of the 15,000-foot long runway…”. 

     
On the left, “THIS view of Runway 15 at the Shuttle Landing Facility shows the new centerline 
lights quite clearly, despite encroaching fog, giving one an idea what a Shuttle commander sees 
as the orbiter makes its final approach. The photo was taken on Feb. 13, around sunrise. Also 
providing illumination are the approach lights (foreground), runway edgelights and PAPI lights 
(to left of runway).”  On the right, “Centerline light closeup view.”   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contact_(1997_American_film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Druyan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Druyan
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On page 6. 
 

  
“ALL SEVEN STS-82 crew members took a walk around Discovery after landing. From left are 
Mission Specialist Steve Hawley; Mission Commander Ken Bowersox; Mission Specialist Joe 
Tanner; Pilot Scott Horowitz; Mission Specialist Greg Harbaugh; Payload Commander Mark 
Lee; and Mission Specialist Steve Smith. Bowersox gave the new centerline lights high marks, 
calling them “beautiful.”.” 

 

On page 2, “National Space Club honors three space pioneers”.  Part of the article 
reads “Three space pioneers, including two former KSC officials, were honored by the 
National Space Club Feb. 7 for their contributions to the U.S. space program. George L. 
English, G. Merritt Preston and Peter Hoffman-Heyden were presented with Lifetime 
Achievement Awards by National Space Club Chairman Dr. James Drake at a luncheon 
in Cocoa Beach. Former KSC Director Forrest McCartney, vice president of Launch 
Operations at Lockheed Martin Astronautics, praised each man's contributions. 
 
Preston, who retired in 1973, was the director of the first Space Shuttle Program Office 
at KSC. He played a key role in Shuttle design and operations concepts, and 
contributed to the decision to have KSC chosen as the launch site for the Space 
Shuttle… English, who retired in 1994, was honored for his work as director of KSC's 
Executive Management Office. He helped develop policies, oversaw congressional and 
international affairs, and served as liaison with Air Force test ranges on both coasts… 
Hoffman-Heyden was recognized for his efforts in developing methods to improve the 
science of position and trajectory evaluation. He developed a technique for radar-
beacon sharing which permits many radars to track spacecraft without interfering with 
each other. Hoffman-Heyden spent most of his career with RCA before joining 
Computer Science Raytheon as a consultant…”. 
 
The caption for the photo on the next page is “ENJOYING a moment together are (from 
left) former KSC officials G. Merritt Preston; George L. English, and Forrest McCartney; 
Peter Hoffman-Heyden; and Dr. James Drake, during the Feb. 7 National Space Club 
luncheon and awards ceremony in Cocoa Beach. McCartney, Preston and English are 
all former KSC employees.” 
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On page 3, “Honeycutt honored with Tal Webb award”.  In part, the article states 

“Center Director Jay Honeycutt received the J. Tal Webb award during a banquet dinner 

in Cocoa Beach Feb. 21. Honeycutt became the fourth recipient of the award. It is given 

by the Canaveral Section of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) to a 

senior aerospace manager for outstanding contributions to the space program during 

his or her career… 

The award is named for space program veteran J. Tal Webb, who presently is director 

of Facility Operations and Support for United Space Alliance (USA… Webb's 38 years 

in aerospace span all the human spaceflight programs, and he had a key role in the 

transition to the new Space Shuttle single prime contractor, USA, under the Space 

Flight Operations Contract (SFOC)…”. 

   
“Center Director Jay Honeycutt (right) holds the commemorative painting, Cape Winds, that 
symbolizes the J. Tal Webb award, with J. Tal Webb himself at left. Honeycutt received the 
award at the Canaveral Council of Technical Societies annual banquet on Feb. 21 in Cocoa 
Beach.” 
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From The March 14, 1997, Spaceport News 

On page 1, the “MISSION UPDATE” for STS-83. 

Target launch date: April 3, 2:01 p.m.  Pad: 39A 
 
Mission: Microgravity Science Laboratory-1 (MSL-01)  Duration:16 days 
 
Crew: Halsell; Still; Voss; Thomas;* Gernhardt; Linteris; Crouch 

*Mission Specialist Cady Coleman has begun training as a backup to Thomas, who 
broke his ankle during a routine training exercise. 
 

 
“OV-102 rolls over to the VAB on March 3; the fully stacked vehicle rolled out to Pad 39A a 
week later on March 11.” 

 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “Bridges sworn in as KSC's seventh director”.  Part of the article 

reads “Retired U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. and former U.S. astronaut Roy D. Bridges Jr. 

was officially sworn in as Kennedy Space Center director on March 3. “I am thrilled to 

have the opportunity to be a part of the space program again,” Bridges said at an 

informal press briefing a short while later. “This is a job you dream about.”… 

 The process of becoming familiar with KSC and the work force is already well under 

way. Bridges has been meeting with all the major NASA directorates and is making his 

way around the center to learn about each area and visit with workers… Bridges said he 

sees himself as a manager who tries to balance between delegation of authority and 

responsibility with being the kind of boss who likes a lot of face-to-face time with the 

folks who are ‘in the trenches.” 

When asked to define his management style, Bridges was firm: “To be a leader,” he 

stated. “I intend to take on the big issues, to press forward… Additional excerpts from 

Bridges' first press briefing as KSC director: 

• “The top priority has been and will be safety,” he stated unequivocally… 

• “The pace we're going at today is a determined, predictable pace, like a 

marathon runner,” he observed when asked about the legacy of Challenger, 

noting that back then schedule was perhaps too much of a driver…”. 
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“NASA Administrator Dan Goldin (center) was on hand to welcome new Center Director Roy 
Bridges (left) to the job March 3 and thank retiring KSC Director Jay Honeycutt (right) for his 
many years of service to the U.S. space program.” 
 
 

On page 3, “Saying thanks”. 

 
“STS-81 Mission Specialist Marsha Ivins (right to left),Commander Mike Baker, and Mission 
Specialists Jeff Wisoff and John Grunsfeld sign autographs in the Training Auditorium during a 
return visit to KSC March 4.” 
 
 
On page 6, a new feature. 
 

 
 

One of the features is “X-33 work under way at multiple sites”.  Part of the article 

reads “X-33 testing is under way at two NASA centers while the first welds have been 

completed on the oxidizer tank at Lockheed Martin Manned Spaceflight System's New 
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Orleans facility. A quarter-scale composite liquid hydrogen fuel tank was successfully 

tested recently at Stennis Space Center… Also being tested was the proposed 

cryogenic X-33 insulation, and this also performed well. Testing will continue through 

the summer…  A subscale composite model of the X-33 was recently tested in Langley 

Research Center's Mach 20 helium wind tunnel. Testing is carried out at up to 20 times 

the speed of sound to collect data about the vehicle's performance at hypersonic 

speeds…”. 

     
“LIKE the Shuttle, the X-33 will launch vertically and land horizontally. 
 

Wikipedia has a good read on X-33.  According to Wikipedia, “…Failures of its 21-meter 

wingspan and multi-lobed, composite-material fuel tank during pressure testing 

ultimately led to the withdrawal of federal support for the program in early 2001…The 

program was cancelled in February 2001. The main reason for this was reported as 

being a delay caused in completing the fuel tanks. Construction of the prototype was 

some 85% assembled with 96% of the parts and the launch facility 100% complete 

when the program was canceled… ,after a long series of technical difficulties including 

flight instability and excess weight…”. 

 

On page 8, “Honeycutt bids KSC a fond farewell”.  The article states “Calling it the 
‘coolest job on the face of the Earth,’ Jay Honeycutt departed KSC March 3 after a two-
year term as center director. “I've enjoyed my watch immensely,” he said at a final news 
briefing Feb. 28. After a 37-year career in government service, the highlight without 
question was being center director he told a small gathering of reporters. “When the 
crew can come back from a flight and say they never had to pull out the malfunction list 
(as happened with Mission STS-82), that's about as good as it gets,” he said. The 
toughest moments for the KSC director are just before liftoff through ascent to orbit, Honeycutt 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_Martin_X-33
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said, adding that he has always been in the firing room for launch, and looks forward to seeing 
his first one from outside.” 
 

 
“ONE of Center Director Jay Honeycutt's final official duties was to present a KSC built Shuttle 
model for display at the Space Coast Stadium in Viera on March 1. From left are Duane Dickey, 
Phil Stroda, and John Poppert, all DM-DTL; Ken Lehner, director of Brevard Operations for the 
Marlins; Honeycutt; Hugh Manatee the mascot; Wade Ivey, Ivey Construction; and Jim Niehoff, 
Mike and Suzanne Dininny, also DM-DTL. The model was designed and fabricated by 
Mechanical Engineering (DM) employees in the Engineering Development (DE) directorate.” 
 

The subject model is mentioned in the following Neat Information Updates (NIU): 

- 7/6/11 NIU, 4/14/12 NIU, 4/24/15 NIU, 6/22/15 NIU 

Melissa Jones, Mike Ciannilli, Dean Schaaf and I got involved in several 

commemorative Shuttle projects.  Looking for things we could possibly do, I was 

referred to the above model.  The noted NIUs include some more information about the 

above model, including a repair that was performed on April 30, 2015.  The 

commemorative projects ended up being runway markers for the last three Shuttle 

mission wheel stop locations, two shuttle mission signs displayed on Beach Road, just 

north of LC39B and a 1/15 scale Orbiter model, decked out as Discovery, last displayed 

in the LCC lobby. 

The April 24, 2015, NIU includes more information about the three commemorative 

projects, under the Title, Some Personal Projects.  The April 24, 2012, NIU, a special 

edition, includes more information about the Beach Road signs.”  There is a read in 

collectSPACE about the runway markers. 

Adding a little more to the story, I recently stopped by Space Coast Stadium to take a 
look at the Shuttle model as it has been over five years since I took a close-up look.  

https://neatinfoupdates.com/
http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-070512a.html
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The model is none too worse for the wear; see below, and the 2015 repairs to the 
engines are still holding.  A photo of the co-located plaque is also below. 
 

   
 

The plaque states: 
 

U.S. Space Shuttle 
DEDICATED 

America’s Pioneering Spirit in Space Exploration 
BY: 

The men and women of the John F. Kennedy Space Center 
The U.S. Space Shuttle fleet consists of four orbiters-each 122 feet long, 

57 feet tall, with a wing span of 78 fleet and weighs 242,000 pounds at launch. 
The orbiters carry payloads up to 50,000 pounds 

DISPLAY MADE POSSIBLE BY: 
The NASA Exchange Council; Delaware North Park Services; 

Lockheed Martin Space Operations; Rockwell Space Systems Division; 
EG&G; and the Joint Industry Press Center Members 
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From The March 28 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2, “A musical evening”. 
 

 
“PORT CANAVERAL Cruise Terminal #10 — A more elegant setting could not have been found 
for the March 18 concert for KSC employees and their families by the U.S. Coast Guard Band. 
The 45-member band entertained an audience of about 1,100 with a repertoire that ranged from 
classical to swing. KSC Safety and Mission Assurance Director Tom Breakfield was on hand to 
welcome employees.” 
 
 

On page 2, “Jack King, ‘Voice of Apollo,’ joins USA”.   
 

 
 

A portion of the article reads “Space program veteran Jack King has been named chief 

of Media Relations for Space Flight Operations Contractor United Space Alliance 

Florida Operations. King is best known as the voice of Gemini and Apollo launch 

control. He provided launch commentary for some of NASA's most historic launches… 

At USA, King will be responsible for implementing a media relations program to include 

news releases and materials, and responses to inquiries and news interviews. His 

appointment became effective March 3.” 

 
     
On pages 1 and 8, “MSL-1 a testbed for space station”.  In part, the article reads 

“The Spacelab module flying on the next Space Shuttle mission represents a bridge 

between past Spacelab flights and the International Space Station. The Microgravity 

Science Laboratory-1 (MSL-1) builds on the more than 500 experiments conducted on 
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30 previous Spacelab flights. MSL uses new and existing facilities to expand upon this 

research… During STS-83, the Spacelab module will become a real-world testing 

platform for some of the new hardware and procedures developed for the International 

Space Station… Landing at KSC is scheduled to occur at 7:37 a.m., April 19…”. 

 
“OUTSIDE the orbiter hatch at Launch Pad 39A during the Terminal Countdown Demonstration 
Test (TCDT) are (from left) STS-83 Payload Specialist Gregory Linteris; Pilot Susan Still; 
Mission Commander James Halsell; Mission Specialist Michael Gernhardt; Payload 
Commander Janice Voss; Payload Specialist Roger Crouch; and Mission Specialist Don 
Thomas.” 
 

     

The color version of the STS-83 mission patch is from Wikipedia.  About the mission 

patch, Wikipedia, states “The crew patch for NASA's STS-83 mission depicts the Space 

Shuttle Columbia launching into space for the first Microgravity Sciences Laboratory 1 
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(MSL-1) mission. MSL-1 investigated materials science, fluid dynamics, biotechnology, 

and combustion science in the microgravity environment of space, experiments that 

were conducted in the Spacelab Module in the Space Shuttle Columbia's cargo bay.  

The center circle symbolizes a free liquid under microgravity conditions representing 

various fluid and materials science experiments. Symbolic of the combustion 

experiments is the surrounding starburst of a blue flame burning in space. The 3-lobed 

shape of the outermost starburst ring traces the dot pattern of a transmission Laue 

photograph typical of biotechnology experiments. The numerical designation for the 

mission is shown at bottom center. As a forerunner to missions involving International 

Space Station (ISS), STS-83 represented the hope that scientific results and knowledge 

gained during the flight will be applied to solving problems on Earth for the benefit and 

advancement of humankind.”  

 
 
 

From The April 11, 1997, Spaceport News 

 
On page 1. 

 
“MISSION cut short: The Space Shuttle Columbia roared into orbit on its 22nd flight at 2:20:32 
p.m. EST, April 4, from Launch Pad 39A. Just two days later, mission managers decided to 
bring the seven-member crew back early due to a faulty fuel cell, marking only the third time in 
program history a mission has been cut short. At press time, Columbia was scheduled to land at 
KSC on April 8 at 2:33 p.m. EDT. On board for STS-83 mission were Mission Commander 
James Halsell; Pilot Susan Still; Payload Commander Janice Voss; Mission Specialists Don 
Thomas and Michael Gernhardt; and Payload Specialists Gregory Linteris and Roger Crouch. 
The primary payload of the flight was the Microgravity Science Laboratory-1 (MSL-1).” 
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Also on page 1, a “MISSION UPDATE”. 
 

 
“BACK at KSC—The orbiter Endeavour returned to KSC March 23 following its first Orbiter 
Maintenance Down Period at the Boeing North American plant in Palmdale, Calif. More than 
2,000 parts were removed and reinstalled. Major changes to support International Space Station 
included installation of an external airlock and new lightweight thermal blankets that yielded a 
weight savings of more than a ton.” 
 
 

On page 2, “Honeycutt retirement gala draws huge crowd”.  The article reads “A 

crowd of more than 600 wellwishers gathered April 1 in the Apollo/Saturn V Center to 

honor Jay Honeycutt, who retired March 3 as KSC director following a lengthy civil 

service career. NASA Associate Deputy Administrator Mike Mott presented Honeycutt 

with the Distinguished Service Medal, the highest honor NASA confers on a civil 

servant… Gifts included a set of state and U.S. flags that have flown in space. There 

were some fun things as well, including a new set of golf clubs from senior managers 

and party attendees, and a Harley-Davidson motorcycle that Honeycutt's wife, Peggy, 

gave him as a retirement present. 

      

               

On the left, “JAY Honeycutt (left) and wife Peggy check out his new Harley-Davidson.”  On the 
right, “JOHNSON Space Center Director George Abbey (right) was on hand to bid farewell to a 
former JSC coworker. Acting KSC Deputy Director Jim Jennings (center) looks on.” 
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On page 4, “Community Gathering”. 
 

 
“CENTER Director Roy Bridges briefs spacecoast community leaders March 26. In his first 
formal address as KSC director, he previewed upcoming Shuttle and expendable launch vehicle 
missions, described the test and checkout of International Space Station elements scheduled at 
KSC later this year and identified major challenges ahead. Pointing to global competition for 
launch and payload business, Bridges stressed the importance of KSC efforts to deliver high 
value to customers. He also assured the local leaders of continued KSC support for educational 
and community outreach efforts.” 
 
 

“Inquiring Minds”. 
     

 
“OAKPARK Elementary School students use computer equipment donated by KSC. Oakpark, 
located in Titusville, is just one of the area schools that has benefitted from the surplus 
computer equipment program. Since the program began in 1994 under the StevensonWydler 
Act, the space center has donated more than 14,000 items valued at $38 million to the schools.” 
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From The April 25, 1997, Spaceport News  

 
On pages 1 and 8, “Shuttle launch schedule shifts”.  Part of the article reads “The 

Shuttle launch schedule for the remainder of this year is in a state of transition as 

mission planners try to accommodate a variety of unexpected events. The next mission 

— the flight of Atlantis on STS-84 for the sixth Shuttle-Mir docking — is still targeted for 

May 15 at 4:07 a.m… Endeavour (OV-105), which had been scheduled to fly the first 

element launch, will take the place of Atlantis on STS-86, the seventh Shuttle-Mir 

docking flight. OV-105 recently returned from its first Orbiter Maintenance Down Period 

(OMDP), and the change allows the orbiter to get one flight under its belt before the first 

space station mission… 

Another factor contributing to the altered manifest is the desire by program managers to 

refly STS-83, the first International Microgravity Laboratory1 flight which was cut short. 

The reflight is now targeted for July 1, pushing STS-85 into early August. STS-86 in 

September and STS-87 in November will complete the 1997 launch schedule…”. 

 

On page 1, the “STS-84 MISSION UPDATE”. 

“Atlantis (19th flight) 84th Shuttle flight 

Target launch date: May 15 Mission: 6th Shuttle-Mir Docking Duration: 10 days 

Crew: Precourt, Collins, Foale, Noriega, Lu, Clervoy (ESA), Kondakova (Russia). Foale 

takes Linenger's place. Kondakova was on Mir when Collins and the crew of STS-63 

performed the first approach/flyaround of Mir in 1995. 

    
 

About the mission patch, Wikipedia states “The STS-84 emblem depicts the Space 

Shuttle Atlantis launching into Earth orbit to join the Russian Space Station Mir as part 

of Phase One (Shuttle-Mir) of the International Space Station program. The names of 
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the eight astronauts who flew onboard Atlantis, including the two who changed their 

positions onboard Mir for a long duration flight, are shown along the border of the patch.  

The STS-84/Mir-23 team will transfer 7,000 pounds of experiments, Station hardware, 

food and clothing to and from Mir during the five-day period of docking. The Phase One 

program is represented by the rising Sun and by the Greek letter Phi followed by one 

star. This sixth Shuttle-Mir docking mission is symbolized by the six stars surrounding 

the word Mir in Cyrillic characters. Combined, the seven stars symbolize the current 

configuration of Mir, composed of six modules launched by the Russians and one 

module brought up by Atlantis on a previous docking flight.” 

 

Also on page 1, the “STS-83R MISSION UPDATE”.  Note:  This mission would 

officially become STS-94.   

“Columbia (23rd flight) 85th Shuttle flight 

Target launch date: July 1* Pad: 39A  

Mission: International Microgravity Laboratory-1 

Crew: Halsell; Still; Voss; Gernhardt; Thomas; Crouch; Linteris. 

* Reflight of April 4-8 IML-1 mission cut short due to faulty fuel cell 

    

See STS-83, for the story behind this patch; reference pages 18 and 19 of this 

document.  Notice the outer border color changed to blue in the STS-94 rendition, 

versus STS-83. 

 

On page 2, “LC 46 takes shape as upgraded launch site to support Lunar 

Prospector mission”.  A portion of this article reads “There's a new kid on the block in 

the world of Cape Canaveral Air Station commercial launch facilities. Launch Complex 



Page 24 
 

46 is undergoing a major overhaul to support commercial and government customers, 

beginning with the launch of NASA's Lunar Prospector this fall… The Spaceport Florida 

Authority, which operates LC 46, recently completed a pathfinder verification at the pad. 

Personnel and equipment from KSC helped support the activity, which validated 

operational procedures and design of the newly converted pad. LC 46 traditionally has 

been used to support land-based launches of the Trident missile…”. 

 
“PATHFINDER operations at LC 46 were centered around a Thiokol Castor 120 rocket motor to 
validate crane operations, launch tower configuration procedures, launch mount fit checks and 
other work. The LMLV-2 vehicle will have two stacked Castor 120s. Orbital Sciences Corp. also 
will make use of the Castor 120 and worked with Lockheed Martin, Thiokol and the Spaceport 
Florida Authority on the pathfinder operations. NASA KSC helped, too, loaning the crane and 
other resources. “ 
 

The crane on the right, in the above photo is the KSC 250-ton Linkbelt mobile crane, 

used for Pathfinder stacking operations at LC-46. 

 

On page 4, “Images of Power and Beauty”.  Part of the article reads “Photographer 

John Sexton's black and white images of the Space Shuttle and KSC processing 

facilities are a revelation to even the most seasoned space program veteran. “The 

highest compliment came from a worker who told me, ‘I see this every day, but I've 

never seen it this way before,’” Sexton said. The California-based photographer recently 

visited KSC for the sixth time to take more photos for a project called Places of Power. 

Other subjects featured include the Golden Gate Bridge, Hoover Dam, and ancient 

Indian ruins in the Midwest… 
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Sexton likes the abstract quality of black and white photos, and relies on a Linhof 

camera and exposures that can take up to 10 minutes. The series will be published in 

the year 2000.” 

    
On the left, “Discovery, Rear View, STS-56, 2 March 1993. © 1993 John Sexton”.  On the right, 
“Vehicle Assembly Building, Interior, 1 March 1993. © 1993 John Sexton”. 
 
Places of Power, John Sexton’s third book, is still available.  Wikipedia has a read on John and 
there is the John Sexton website.  John worked for Ansel Adams, a famous photographer, from 
1979 to 1984. 

 
 
On page 5, “New faces and old visit KSC”. 
 

     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Sexton_(photographer)
http://www.johnsexton.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ansel_Adams
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From The May 9, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “Daughters Day memories”. 
 

 
“THE FIFTH annual Daughters Day was held April 24. Astronauts Pam Melroy (left on T-38) and 
Kay Hire showed several daughters a T-38 jet trainer parked at the Shuttle Landing Facility. 
Melroy is a licensed pilot with more than 3,500 hours of flying time in 45 different aircraft and 
Hire was the first U.S. woman assigned to a combat aircrew.” 

 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “KSC ALL AMERICAN PICNIC 1997”.  A portion of the article 
reads “The KSC All-American Picnic held April 26 drew an enthusiastic crowd to KARS 
I. Ably managed by Acting Logistics Director Ann Montgomery and Logistics Directorate 
personnel and other volunteers, the picnic offered something for everyone, from pony 
rides and other entertainment for children to performing arts groups to classic car 
exhibits…”.  
 

    
On the left, “CODY Coleman takes a pony ride with Erin Gast leading the way.”  On the right, 
“DEPUTY Director of Shuttle Processing Dave King enjoys lunch with daughters Katie (center) 
and Bethany.” 
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“KSC Director Roy Bridges (center) was welcomed by new and veteran judges of the Chili 
Cook-off, including Mike McCulley (left) of United Space Alliance and Associate Director for 
Safety and Shuttle Upgrades JoAnn Morgan.” 

 
 
 
 

From the May 23 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8.  
 

 
“THE Space Shuttle Atlantis turns night into day as it lifts off on May 15 at 4:07:48 a.m. EDT 
from Launch Pad 39A on the STS-84 mission. The fourth Shuttle mission of 1997 will be the 
sixth docking of the Space Shuttle with the Russian Space Station Mir… The planned nine day 
mission will include the exchange of Foale for U.S. astronaut and Mir 23 crew member Jerry 
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Linenger, who has been on Mir since Jan. 15. Foale is slated to remain on Mir for about four 
months until he is replaced in September by STS-86 Mission Specialist Wendy Lawrence.” 
 

    
“A LATE-night arrival for the STS-84 astronauts helped keep them on their altered schedule in 
preparation for their rendezvous with Mir. Gathered at the Shuttle Landing Facility May 11 are 
(from left) Mission Specialist Carlos Noriega; Pilot Eileen Collins; Mission Specialists Michael 
Foale and Elena Kondakova; Commander Charles Precourt; Mission Specialist Jean-Francois 
Clervoy and Edward Lu.” 
 
 

On pages 1, 4 and 5, “USA transition nears Phase II”.  Part of the article reads “With 

more than 9,000 Shuttle workers now wearing the United Space Alliance (USA) badge 

in Florida and Texas, Phase I of the Space Flight Operations Contract (SFOC) transition 

is well under way…  

“There are three things happening simultaneously that make the transition a 

tremendous challenge,” said Shuttle Ground Operations Manager and Associate 

Program Manager Mike McCulley in a recent interview with Spaceport News. “First, 

there is a NASA transition occurring from oversight to insight. Bob Sieck and I co-chair a 

committee called the Transition Management Review Team to oversee every task to be 

transitioned. “Second, USA is a new company, a hybrid of Lockheed Martin, Rockwell 

and Boeing North American,” McCulley continued. “It’s a new experience for all of us. 

“Third, it’s a new contract. The sports analogy might be that you have all the players on 

the field, the game is under way, and the rules change.” 

McCulley’s assessment of the magnitude of the consolidation effort was echoed by USA 

Program Manager Glynn Lunney at a USA press briefing May 14. “It’s like trying to 

catch a fast-moving train,” Lunney observed… McCulley also noted that his final Shuttle 

mission as a KSC-based USA manager will be STS-94, after which he returns to 

Houston to work with Lunney… Acknowledging that he has mixed feelings about leaving 

Florida, the former Shuttle pilot added, “I'll look forward to bringing some KSC 

experience to Houston… 
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As far as transitioning NASA functions to USA — a key element of the Shuttle prime 
concept — McCulley said the Transition Management Review Team he co-chairs with 
NASA Shuttle Processing Director Robert Sieck identified about 700 such tasks… “KSC 
enjoys a reputation of having a strong government contractor team,” observed NASA 
Shuttle Processing Director Robert Sieck…”. 
 

              
  McCulley           Lunney               Sieck 
 

      
“USA recently was in charge for the first time of a major move: the rollover of Atlantis to the 
Vehicle Assembly Building in preparation for STS-84. NASA will continue to transition to the 
Space Flight Operations Contractor similar responsibilities. This view shows the rollover of 
Columbia on March 5…”. 
 

     

On page 6, “Quilt of many patches”. 
 

 
“NASA retiree Faye Nick began making this quilt six years ago. It features mission 
patches from the first 71 Space Shuttle launches. Nick, who worked at the space center 
from 1965 to 1982, comes back as a volunteer to support NASA Public Affairs during 
launches. She says the quilt is almost completely filled now with the patches.” 



Page 30 
 

Also on page 8, “SHINING BRIGHTLY”. 
   

 
“THE Fresnel lens that shone in the historic Cape Canaveral lighthouse since 1868 has found a 
permanent new home at Ponce Inlet. The First Order Fresnel lens was the largest of such 
lenses, designed by French civil engineer Augustin Jean Fresnel. It stands more than 16 feet 
tall and is 70 inches in diameter. Including its pedestal, the lens weighs nearly 13,000 pounds. 
Its light was visible for 22 nautical miles. Removed from the Cape lighthouse in 1993, the lens is 
now housed in a specially designed building at the Ponce Inlet lighthouse site north of KSC, and 
is cared for by the Ponce de Leon Lighthouse Preservation Association.” 

 
 
 
 

From The June 6, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “KSC team ready for arrival of first International Space Station 
element”.  In part, the article reads “The International Space Station (ISS) program is 
the largest and most ambitious space effort since the Apollo lunar landing project and 
the largest international science program ever. ISS Flight 2A will be the first 
International Space Station element launched from the United States, slated for July 
1998 on Shuttle Mission STS-88. Flight 2A consists of Node 1 and Pressurized Mating 
Adapters (PMAs) 1 & 2… Once on-orbit, Node 1 serves as a key-connecting point for 
other space station modules and orbiter docking… Early assembly of the station will 
involve elements deployed from vehicles launched in Russia alternating with ones from 
Florida launched on the Shuttle… 
 
Preflight checkout of the node will take place in the Space Station Processing Facility 
(SSPF) high bay, which features an airbearing compatible floor… PMA 1 will provide the 
interface between U.S. and Russian elements of the station, while PMA 2 will provide a 
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Shuttle docking location. The Node and PMAs 1 and 2 will undergo acceptance and 
checkout testing in the Element Rotation Stand…”. 
 

 
“THE THREE payload managers overseeing processing of the first International Space Station 
element at KSC — Node 1 and two Pressurized Mating Adapters — are (from left) Rick Pepper, 
McDonnell Douglas; Jim Thews, Boeing; and Glenn Snyder, NASA/ KSC. Behind them in the 
Space Station Processing Facility is the Element Rotation Stand. The Node 1 will be placed in 
this stand for acceptance and checkout testing after it arrives at KSC June 23. The three 
veteran managers have a combined 50 years of experience in the space program.” 
 
 

On page 8. 
 

 
“SOARING overhead (above), the return of the orbiter Atlantis to KSC is captured by a camera 
positioned at the south end of KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility. Mission STS-84 came to a close 
on May 24 as the orbiter touched down on Runway 33 at 9:27:44 a.m. EDT. Also visible in this 
view are the Vehicle Assembly Building and the Shuttle Training Aircraft. Personnel from 
contractor The Bionetics Corp. took this photo with a remotely controlled, 35mm-camera 
outifitted with a fish-eye lens.” 
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“… the STS-84 astronauts return to Houston on May 25 after spending the night in Florida. 
From left are Mission Specialists Edward Lu, Jean-Francois Clervoy, Jerry Linenger and Elena 
Kondakova; Commander Charles Precourt and Mission Specialists Carlos Noriega. Not shown 
in this photo is STS-84 Pilot Eileen Collins. Linenger observed that he felt much better than 
expected after a 132-day stay in space — the second longest in U.S. history — which included 
an extended stay aboard the Russian Space Station Mir. The sixth docking between the U.S. 
Space Shuttle and Mir also was one of the smoothest Shuttle flights to date.” 
 

Puzzle – The above photo is rather curious, in the sense that Armando, Oliu, Pete 

Chitko and I are unable to figure out exactly where it was taken.  There appears to be a 

gas station in the upper right.  May 25, 1997 was a Sunday.  The building in the upper 

left includes some vaulted windows, which are also interesting.  The photo does not jive 

with anything I know of at KSC or CCAFS.  I did some Google map 3D satelliting around 

KSC, CCAFS, Patrick Air Force Base, JSC and Ellington Field, without success.  Maybe 

I did not look hard enough.  In any case, if someone knows the answer to the puzzle, 

please let me know.  

          
 
 

From The June 20, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Shuttle, payload teams complete timely turnaround”, by Joel 
Wells.  A portion of the article reads “NASA’s Space Shuttle and payload teams are 
creating a number of first-time and record-breaking events in processing the orbiter 
Columbia for its scheduled launch Tuesday, July 1, at 2:37 p.m. from Launch Pad 39A. 
It will be the first reflight of the same payload and crew in Space Shuttle history. 
Columbia, which saw an abbreviated mission due to indications of a faulty fuel cell, 
remains on track for its relaunch of the Microgravity Science Laboratory mission… 
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Columbia launched on April 4 and landed on April 8 without completing the mission’s 
science objectives. About two weeks later, Shuttle program managers decided to refly 
the Microgravity Science Laboratory mission on STS-94 as soon as possible within 
safety guidelines.  “This decision demonstrated the Shuttle program’s confidence in the 
KSC processing team,” says Bob Sieck, director of Shuttle Processing. “Special credit 
goes to workers in Orbiter Processing Facility Bay 1, who produced a quality product in 
record time.”… 
 
“This is the first time that a payload has remained in an orbiter between flights,” says 
KSC Payload Manager Scott Higginbotham. Normally, an orbiter stays in the OPF for 
about 85 days to prepare for its next launch, but this reflight called for about 56 days… 
Managers saved some time by deferring certain routine structural inspections until 
Columbia’s next mission, but other work could not wait. 
 
For example, the Shuttle’s forward reaction control system, located in the nose of the 
vehicle, had to be removed with three out of 16 steering thrusters requiring 
replacement. Also, two of the three 85-pound auxiliary power units that provide 
hydraulic power to Columbia’s flight control systems were replaced, having reached 
their run-time limit between overhauls. “Most of the time-savings in the OPF was the 
result of a concerted planning effort between NASA and our contractor partners,” says 
Grant Cates, NASA flow director for Columbia…”. 
 

 
“COLUMBIA waits on Pad 39A for its launch as part of mission STS-94, scheduled for liftoff at 
2:37 p.m. on July 1. Along with the same payload, the STS-83 crew members will all fly again 
on STS-94 — a NASA first. Payload and processing teams made orbiter turnaround history as 
well.” 
 
 

Also on pages 1 and 2, “Shriver joins Morgan and Jennings to complete Bridges’ 
top management team at Kennedy”.  In part, the article states “Center Director Roy 
D. Bridges, Jr. has announced the appointment of Loren Shriver as deputy director for 
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Launch and Payload Processing effective July 6, after the launch of STS-94. Shriver 
has been serving as manager of Launch Integration for the Space Shuttle Program. At 
the same time, Bridges appointed James Jennings as deputy director for Business 
Operations and JoAnn Morgan as associate director for Advanced Development and 
Shuttle Upgrades. Together, they will assist the center director in strategic planning and 
work in partnership with directors of line organizations on customer requirements and 
mission execution… I think we have assembled an outstanding management team,” 
Bridges says.”… 
 
 

     
      Shriver     Morgan         Jennings 
 
 
On page 4, “Taking Our Sons to Work Day”. 
  

 
“YOUNG Doyle Frisbee, son of EG&G Florida employee Lynna Frisbee, ponders the prospect of 
piloting a helicopter during Sons Day activities June 5. Doyle was one of many youngsters who 
visited KSC with a parent or sponsor, learning about the many varied career opportunities 
available in the space program.” 
 
 
 

 

From The July 4, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Node 1 at KSC signifies new era in space history”.  In part, the 
article reads “The International Space Station program reached a major milestone June 
23 as the first U.S.-manufactured component began a year of launch preparations at 
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Kennedy Space Center. A connecting module, called Node 1, was shipped by a C-5 air 
cargo plane to KSC from the Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Ala. The node 
will be the first U.S-built segment for the station to reach orbit when it is launched in July 
1998 aboard Endeavour on the STS-88 mission…  
 

 

“MEMBERS OF THE STS-88 CREW take a look at Node 1 in its work stand in the Space 
Station Processing Facility. They are Commander Robert D. Cabana (pointing at node); and 
(from left) Mission Specialist James H. Newman; Pilot Frederick W. “Rick” Sturckow; and 
Mission Specialist Nancy Jane Currie. In space, the node will be a connecting passageway to 
living and working areas of the International Space Station.” 
 
The following graphc, is from a November 1, 2018, Spaceflight Now article, with Node 1 about in 
the middle of things, if you may. 
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On pages 1 and 2, “NTD transitions responsibilities”.  A part of the article reads “A 

significant milestone in the transition of NASA functions to United Space Alliance (USA) 

under the Space Flight Operations Contract (SFOC) has occurred with transfer of test 

management oversight of many daily Shuttle processing operations from the NASA Test 

Directors (NTD) Office to the contractor. “It’s one of the first major steps in truly 

empowering our contractors and holding them accountable for integrating and 

managing daily work,” commented Eric Redding, NASA division chief of Shuttle 

Process, Launch and Recovery. 

Under the plan, which took effect June 23, United Space Alliance (USA) through the 

NTD transitions responsibilities SFOC contract assumes NTD test team leadership 

responsibilities for daily Space Shuttle processing activities in the newly created office 

of Chief Test Conductors (CTC)… There are no plans to transition NASA test 

management responsibilities for launches or landings. The NTD will continue to direct 

and integrate all flight crew, orbiter, external tank, solid rocket booster and ground 

support testing in the Shuttle launch countdown, reporting directly to the NASA launch 

director…”.   

 

On page 3, “Astronaut McMonagle launches into new assignment at KSC”.  A 

portion of the article reads “Astronaut Donald McMonagle has been named manager, 

Space Shuttle Launch Integration, at Kennedy Space Center, succeeding Loren Shriver, 

who has been appointed deputy director for Launch and Payload Processing. 

McMonagle’s position will be effective Aug. 15, following the STS-85 mission. 

McMonagle will begin the transition, however, to his new position immediately. He will 

be responsible for final Shuttle preparation, mission execution, and return of the orbiter 

to Kennedy Space Center following landings at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.. 

“Every experience I have had working with KSC, from my initial training and astronaut 

support role through space flight, has been very positive,” said McMonagle. “I look 

forward to again working closely with the KSC team to get payloads into orbit safely,” he 

added…”. 

 
     McMonagle 
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From The July 18, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1,“ Mars Pathfinder makes tough mission look easy”.  In part, the article 
reads “The successes which Mars Pathfinder continues to achieve make a difficult 
mission look easy. As geologists revel over the reams of high quality data being 
gathered from the Ares Vallis landing site following Pathfinder’s arrival on Mars July 4… 
Sojourner rover is the first robotic vehicle to explore the surface of another planet. The 
one-foot tall, 23-pound midget landcruiser was folded to just seven inches in height for 
the seven-month journey to Mars…”. 
 
 

 
“EXTRAORDINARY VISTA — The twin peaks on the horizon are about one mile from the Mars 
Pathfinder lander, renamed the Sagan Memorial Station in honor of astronomer Carl Sagan. 
The landing site is yielding a wealth of rocks and formations of great interest to geologists.” 
 
 

On page 3, “HBO in the O&C”. 
 

 
“Filming for the Home Box Office (HBO) network series, From the Earth to the Moon, included a 
scene shot in the Operations and Checkout Building featuring the Apollo 18 Lunar Module. HBO 
negotiated with the New York-based Museum Cradle of Aviation to feature the module in 
Episode 5 of the series, called The 16-Ton Spider. The module was shipped in several pieces. 
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Its interior was completed before the Apollo program was cancelled, but the exterior was 
somewhat inaccurately completed by the museum. In its commitment to historical accuracy, 
HBO modified the exterior to specification. The interior bears the signatures of astronauts Fred 
Haise and Tom Stafford, who flew on Apollo 13 and 10, respectively. Episode 5 was written in 
part by Graham Yost, who also penned the scripts for such big-screen blockbusters as Speed 
and Broken Arrow. The episode focuses on the design and development of the Lunar Module.” 
 
 

Also on page 3. 
 

 
“AN EXTERNAL TANK is added to the Shuttle display at the Visitor Center. Guard Lee Inc., 
Apopka, which built the full-scale orbiter mockup exhibit at left, completed a refurbishment of the 
tank that culminated with a new paint job. The glossy surface helps keep dirt from getting 
trapped on the tank; its color is identical to the color of the new foam insulation after exposure to 
the sun for 60 days.” 
 

Providing more information about the just previous external tank, from page 5 of the 
April 25, 1997, Spaceport News, “Vintage ET to join Shuttle exhibit at KSC's Visitor 
Center”.  In part, the article states “One of three original Shuttle external tanks has 
found a permanent home as part of the fullscale Shuttle display at the KSC Visitor 
Center. The ET arrived at the Launch Complex 39 turn basin on April 16 and was 
transferred to the visitor center April 19, joining a full-scale orbiter model and two solid 
rocket boosters. 
 
The tank was built in 1977 as one of three test articles at the start of the Shuttle 
program. It was located first at Marshall Space Flight Center and then transferred to 
Stennis Space Center in 1993 for display there…”. 
 

CollectSPACE has a read on the subject ET.  It was intended to go to the Wings of 
Dreams Museum in Keystone Heights, Florida.  Upon further research, I do not believe 
the subject ET test article made it to Keystone Heights.  It looks like the ET may be 
stuck in Green Cove Springs, as of 2018, according to this article, which includes 
photos.  The boosters in the previous photo made their way to California, intended to be 
used in a full vertical Shuttle display, with Orbiter Endeavour, at the California Science 
Center.  It looks like that story has changed, according to this collectSPACE article and 

http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-042413a.html
https://www.abandonedfl.com/space-shuttle-external-fuel-tank/
http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-011017a-shuttle-endeavour-boosters-donation.html
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another collectSPACE article.  ET-94, already transported to California, is intended for 
the vertical display, when it is built. 
 
And the following is an update on one of the boosters that was previously at the KSC 
Visitor Complex, now on display at the March Field Air Museum in Riverside, California. 
 
 
On page 3, “McCulley leaves KSC for Houston”.  Part of the article states “United 
Space Alliance (USA) Ground Operations Vice President and Associate Program 
Manager Mike McCulley departed KSC after a seven-year stint to return to Houston to 
work with USA Program Manager Glenn Lunney, effective July 7. Also departing KSC is 
USA Senior Consulting Engineer and space program veteran Horace Lamberth, who 
retired effective July 11… McCulley is a former astronaut who served as pilot on 
Mission STS-34.” 
 

 
“MIKE McCulley (left) chats with space program veterans Marty Cioffeletti and Horace Lamberth 
(right) at a farewell party June 19.” 
 
 
 
 

From The August 1, 1997, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 6, “KSC-based team ready again to support STS-85 payload on-
orbit”.  In part, the article reads “When the Space Shuttle Discovery lifts off on STS-85 
at 10:41 a.m., Aug. 7, it will carry onboard the handiwork of a veteran team that dates 
back to STS-7 in 1983. Five Shuttle flights to date — STS-7, STS 41-B, STS-51, STS-
66 and STS-80 — have carried the German-built Shuttle Pallet Satellite (SPAS), 
designed to serve as a platform for scientific instruments… 
 
Other payloads flying on STS-85 include a prototype robotic arm designed for the 
Japanese Experiment Module (JEM) on the International Space Station and a variety of 
astronomical, new technology and biological experiments…”. 
 
 
 

http://www.collectspace.com/news/news-091120a-endeavour-solid-rocket-boosters-mojave.html
https://www.space.com/march-field-air-museum-shuttle-booster
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“LONGTIME COLLEAGUES — KSC Launch Site Support Manager Virginia Whitehead and 
ASTROSPAS Mission Manager Dr. Konrad Moritz have been working together to support 
German SPAS missions since STS-7 in 1983. They are shown here in the SPAS Payload 
Operations Center at KSC, from where the CRISTASPAS will be controlled on-orbit during 
STS-85.” 

 
 

On page 2, “Home again”. 

 
“FLAWLESS FLIGHT — The orbiter Columbia touches down on Runway 33 of the Shuttle 
Landing Facility at 6:46 a.m. EDT, July 17. OV-102's performance during the nearly 16-day 
flight was flawless and the seven member crew was thrilled with the amount of planned and 
extra data they were able to gather on the Microgravity Science Laboratory-1 mission. More 
than 200 fires were set as part of combustion research. One study resulted in the weakest 
flames ever burned, while another the longest-burning flames ever ignited in space.” 

 

Also on page 8, “Visitor Center gets a new name and a new logo”.  Part of the article 

reads “The KSC Visitor Center has just turned 30 years old, and in so doing has grown 

from a center to a complex. The attraction recently unveiled a new logo and announced 

the name change at the same time. “The new name and logo are in keeping with the 
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expanding scope of the visitor experience,” said Jim Ball, NASA Public Affairs Visitor 

Complex Branch chief…”. 

      

The graphic on the left is from the Spaceport News article and the graphic on the right is 

from the current KSC Visitor Complex website. 

 

On page 4, “Saying thanks”. 

 
“STS-84 Commander Charlie Precourt is surrounded by an admiring throng during an 
autograph-signing session in the Training Auditorium. The STS-84 astronauts returned to KSC 
July 20 to thank workers for their support.” 
 
 
 
 

From the August 15, 1997, Spaceport News 
 

On page 1, the caption for the photo on the next page is “BLASTING through the hazy 

late-morning sky, the Space Shuttle Discovery soars from Launch Pad 39A at 10:41 

a.m. EDT Aug. 7 on the 11-day STS-85 mission. Aboard Discovery are Commander 

Curtis Brown Jr.; Pilot Kent Rominger, Payload Commander Jan Davis, Mission 

Specialist Robert Curbeam Jr., Mission Specialist Stephen Robinson and Payload 

Specialist Bjarni Tryggvason, a Canadian Space Agency astronaut . The primary 

payload for this sixth Shuttle flight of 1997 is the Cryogenic Infrared Spectrometers and 

Telescopes for the Atmosphere-Shuttle Pallet Satellite-2 (CRISTASPAS-2) free-flyer. 

Other payloads include the Manipulator Flight Demonstration (MFD), a Japanese Space 

Agency-sponsored experiment. Also in Discovery’s payload bay are the Technology 
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Applications and Science-1 (TAS-1) and International Extreme Ultraviolet Hitchhiker-2 

(IEH-2) experiments.” 

 
 
 
Also on page 1, the “MISSION UPDATE” for STS-86. 

“Atlantis (20th flight) Pad 39A (87th Shuttle flight) 

Launch date: Under review 7th Shuttle-Mir docking 

Crew: Wetherbee; Bloomfield; Parazynski; Titov; Chretien; Lawrence; Wolf. Wolf 

replaces Lawrence as next U.S. astronaut on Mir because she is not qualified for 

Russian spacewalks. Launch date may slip beyond the originally targeted Sept. 18 date 

to allow Wolf additional spacewalk training time. 

     
The Spaceport News mission patch is on the left and the version on the right is from 
Wikipedia, which states “the STS-86 flight was the seventh shuttle-Mir docking mission, 
symbolized by seven stars. The international crew includes astronauts from the United 
States, Russia, and France. The flags of these nations are incorporated in the rays of 
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the astronaut logo. The rays of light streaking across the sky depict the orbital tracks of 
the two spacecraft as they prepare to dock. During the flight, an American astronaut and 
a Russian cosmonaut will perform an extravehicular activity (EVA). The mercator 
projection of Earth illustrates the global cooperative nature of the flight.” 
 
Note the difference in the mission patches.  The following is from Wikipedia:  “Wendy B. 
Lawrence was scheduled to replace C. Michael Foale onboard Mir. However, due to 
concerns about the minimum size restrictions of the Russian MIR Orlan EVA Spacesuit, 
she was replaced by her backup, David Wolf.” 
 
 

On page 3, “Space-theme murals brighten hospital ward”.  A portion of the article 

reads “Children staying in the Pediatric Unit of Florida Hospital Waterman in Eustis have 

more than unadorned walls to stare at, thanks to the support of KSC and other Florida 

organizations.  In 1996, the hospital decided to remodel its pediatric unit, which provides 

treatment for about 470 patients per year, ranging in age from newborn to 17 years. 

Hospital employees helped choose themes for the redesign, and inspired by a 

presentation given by the KSC Speakers Bureau, selected the space program as the 

theme for two of the rooms… 

One room features a mural showing a Shuttle liftoff against the backdrop of the Merritt 

Island National Wildlife Refuge. The other focuses on long-duration spaceflight and the 

exploration of the solar system. KSC Shuttle Processing Director Bob Sieck made the 

trip to Eustis and performed the official ribbon-cutting during a ceremony July 13. Also 

present was the KSC Visitor Complex astronaut. Also contributing to the remodeling 

effort were McDonalds Corp. and Sea World of Florida.” 

  
“KSC SHUTTLE Processing Director Bob Sieck (left photo) and the Visitor Complex Space Man 
attended a ribboncutting for the newly refurbished hospital unit on July 13 in Eustis. This mural 
(right) depicts a Shuttle launch against a landscape emphasizing KSC's importance as a 
national wildlife refuge.” 
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From The August 29, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Busy week at America’s spaceport.” 

     
“ONE Shuttle rolled out to the launch pad Aug. 18 and another returned to KSC the following 
day. The Space Shuttle Atlantis (above) is now at Pad 39A, undergoing final preparations for 
launch Sept. 25 on the seventh Shuttle-Mir docking mission, STS-86. The Terminal Countdown 
Demonstration Test is scheduled for Sept. 9- 10. At about 7:08 a.m., Aug. 19, Discovery (right) 
touched down on Runway 33 of KSC's Shuttle Landing Facility, bringing Mission STS-85 to a 
successful conclusion...”. 
 
 
 
 

From The September 12, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Flow director team completed”. 
 

 
“FULL HOUSE — The recent addition of Pepper Phillips to the orbiter flow director team at KSC 
fills a fourth and final slot, providing a NASA overseer for each vehicle in the fleet. From left are 
Phillips, named Endeavour flow director in August; Grant Cates, who has been Columbia's flow 
director since October 1995; Scott Cilento, named to oversee Discovery in September 1996, 
and Conrad Nagel, who has managed processing of Atlantis since May of 1985.” 
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Also on page 1, the STS-87 “MISSION UPDATE”. 

Columbia (24th flight OV-102), 88th Shuttle flight, Pad 39B 

Launch date: Nov. 19, 2:18 p.m. 

USMP-4; Spartan 201-04 

Crew: Kregel; Lindsey; Scott; Chawla; Doi (Japan); Kadenyuk (Ukraine). USMP-4 is the 

fourth U.S. Microgravity Payload. It will feature six experiments in the payload bay and 

three additional investigations in the middeck area. The approximately 16-day flight 

duration allows extended research that capitalizes on the microgravity environment.” 

 
 

The black and white version of the STS-87 mission patch from Spaceport News was not 
high fidelity enough to show in this Summary.  The above version is from Wikipedia, 
which states “The STS-87 patch is shaped like a space helmet symbolizing the 
Extravehicular Activity (EVA) on the mission in support of testing of tools for the 
assembly of the International Space Station (ISS). Earth is shown reflected on the 
backside of the helmet. 
 
The Space Shuttle Columbia forms the interface between the Earth and the heavens, 
the back and front sides of the helmet in profile. The three red lines emerging from 
Columbia represent the astronaut symbol as well as the robot arm, which was used to 
deploy and retrieve the Spartan satellite. The text 'µg' represents the payloads studying 
microgravity science in space on this United States Microgravity Payload (USMP-4) 
mission. Gold flames outlining the helmet visor represent the corona of the Sun, which 
will be studied by Spartan. The flag of Ukraine is next to the name of the payload 
specialist who is the first person from that nation to fly on the Space Shuttle.” 
 
 
On page 2, “Cassini launch delay”.  The caption for the photo on the next page is 

“WORKERS in the Payload Hazardous Servicing Facility remove protective covering 
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from around the Cassini spacecraft with its attached Huygens probe. The spacecraft 

was destacked from the launch vehicle and brought back from Launch Pad 40 on Cape 

Canaveral Air Station after damage to thermal insulation was discovered inside 

Huygens, caused by a high flow rate of conditioned air. Further internal inspection, 

insulation repair and a cleaning of the probe are now required. Mission managers are 

targeting a mid-October launch date rather than the originally scheduled Oct. 6.” 

 

 

On page 3. 

 
“AGAINST the backdrop of a Saturn V rocket (left) and space memorabilia, British rock group 
Genesis debuted its new album, Calling all Stations, live from the Apollo/Saturn V Center Aug. 
28. The two-hour program was aired live across a network of more than 100 radio stations as 
well as via the Internet. The event also marked the debut of new lead singer Ray Wilson, who 
follows in the footsteps of Peter Gabriel and Phil Collins. About 200 KSC employees attended 
the late night event, which will be followed by a North American concert tour this fall." 
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From The September 26, 1997, Spaceport News 
 
On page 7, “STS-94 visit”. 
 

 
“STS-94 PAYLOAD Commander Janice Voss signs autographs in the KSC Training Auditorium. 
Voss and other members of the crew returned to KSC to thank employees for their support and 
quick turnaround of the Space Shuttle Columbia for its reflight mission in July.” 
 
 

On page 8, “Diversified, experienced crew ready to fly on Mission STS-86”.  The 

article reads “The eight astronauts assigned to Space Shuttle Mission STS-86 represent 

a diversity of experience from a veteran Russian spaceflyer to a French Air Force 

general. At press time, the crew was at KSC making final preparations for their launch 

aboard Atlantis at 10:34 p.m., Sept. 25…   

 
The STS-86 crew, “…(in front, from left): Mission Specialists Vladimir Titov, David Wolf and 
Wendy Lawrence; and standing, from left, Pilot Michael Bloomfield, Mission Specialist Scott 
Parazynski, Commander James Wetherbee and Mission Specialist Jean-Loup Chretien.” 
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…Wetherbee will be flying his fourth Shuttle flight. Bloomfield, a rookie space traveler, is 

a distinguished graduate of the U.S. Air Force Test Pilot School Class 92A. There are 

two medical doctors among the crew, David Wolf, who will transfer to Mir during STS-

86, and Parazynski. Lawrence is a U.S. Naval Academy graduate who has made more 

than 800 shipboard landings. Chretien is a fighter pilot with more than 6,000 hours of 

flying time. He has flown in space once before, spending seven days on Mir in 1982. 

During the 10-day flight, Parazynski and Titov will perform a spacewalk, and three and a 

half tons of supplies and equipment will be exchanged between Atlantis and Mir.” 

 

 

From The October 10, 1997, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Another flawless flight”. 
 

 
“DRAG chute deploys after the Space Shuttle orbiter Atlantis lands on Runway 15 of the KSC 
Shuttle Landing Facility (SLF) at the conclusion of the nearly 11- day STS-86 mission. Main 
gear touchdown occurred at 5:55 p.m. EDT, Oct. 6. On Sunday evening, the Shuttle program 
reached a milestone: The total flight time of the Shuttle passed the two-year mark. STS-86 
Mission Specialist David Wolf replaced NASA astronaut and Mir 24 crew member Michael Foale 
aboard the Russian Space Station Mir. Foale arrive at the outpost in mid-May…”. 
 
 

 
  

From The October 24, 1997, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Cassini on its way to Saturn”.  The caption for the photo on the following 

page is “CASSINI spacecraft with the attached Huygens probe is speeding on its way to 

the ringed planet Saturn, a journey that will take seven years to complete. A first launch 

attempt aboard a Titan IVB/ Centaur Oct.13 was scrubbed primarily due to concerns 

about high winds. This spectacular shot was taken Oct. 15 from Hangar AF, with a solid 
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rocket booster retrieval ship in the foreground. Liftoff from Launch Complex 40 on Cape 

Canaveral Air Station occurred at 4:43 a.m. EDT.” 

 

  

On page 6, “Cockrell named chief astronaut”.  The article states “Three-time Shuttle 

veteran Kenneth D. Cockrell has assumed the role of Chief of the Astronaut Office, 

replacing Robert D. Cabana (Col., USMC). Cabana, who served as Chief Astronaut 

since mid1994, is training for Shuttle mission STS-88, the first United States assembly 

flight to build the International Space Station. STS-88 is scheduled for a July 1998 

launch. Cockrell has flown in space three times, on STS-56 in 1993, STS-69 in 1995 

and STS-80 in 1996.” 

 

 
. 
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From the November 7, 1997, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 2, “Kennedy takes lead for ELV launch services”.  Part of the article 

reads “NASA has assigned the Kennedy Space Center lead center responsibility for the 

agency’s acquisition and management of expendable launch vehicle (ELV) launch 

services… Kennedy will be fully functional in this new role by Fiscal Year 1999. 

The Kennedy Expendable Vehicles Directorate expects to draw expertise, on a 

voluntary basis, from the Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., and the Lewis 

Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio. To facilitate a smooth transition, Goddard and 

Lewis will maintain present responsibilities for manifested near-term missions…”. 

 

On page 4, “KSC Happenings”. 

 
DIE HARD SPACE FAN? Bruce Willis, star of such blockbuster films as Die Hard, was at KSC 
recently for filming of the new movie Armageddon. He’s shown here in the Operations and 
Checkout Building completing a scene featuring the Armadillo, a 21,500- pound, 12-wheel 
vehicle that may not be able to top the crawler-transporter in terms of size but can certainly beat 
its speed: 40 miles per hour for the Armadillo versus 2 miles per hour tops for the crawler. 
Armageddon is due for release next summer.“ 

 

 

From the November 21, 1997, Spaceport News 

On page 4, “KSC opens its doors for 1997 Open House”.  A portion of the article 

reads “The KSC Employee Open House Nov. 8 drew a robust crowd of more than 

33,000 people, making it one of the most successful ones ever. Center Director Roy 
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Bridges, who was attending his first open house since becoming KSC director, visited 

many areas. Afterwards he noted, “I was very impressed with the thought and work 

which went into each area… “I would like to compliment everyone who worked on the 

Open House,” Bridges said. “It is very important that our families feel a part of the work 

we do here…”. 

      

In the middle, “…EG&G Florida worker Carmel Shearer shows several young visitors around the 

fire trucks at Fire Station 2.”  On the right, “…Kate (center), Rachael and Evan Shields learn 

about astronaut space suits from Richard Burns (left) of Boeing…”. 

 

 

From The December 19, 1997, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Center Director’s Holiday Message”. 

As we pause to celebrate the holiday season with our families and friends, I wish you all 

a joyful Christmas and happy New Year. While you are enjoying this special time of 

year, I hope you will take time to reflect on our phenomenal successes this year at KSC 

as we advanced space exploration and commerce for the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration and the Nation. You are the reason for our accomplishments. 

Your hard work and dedication, and your commitment to excellence, teamwork and 

integrity, were the ingredients for success in our unforgiving and demanding business. 

You all know our Shuttle and expendable launch vehicle record this year. It was tops! 

We also made tremendous progress with difficult changes to pave the road toward a 

vibrant future. 

In addition to your professional achievements, you demonstrated your commitment to 

caring by turning in the best Combined Federal Campaign in our history. Other outreach 
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activities were equally successful and added tremendously to the fabric of our 

communities. It is truly a pleasure for Benita and me to work and live with you. 

Congratulations to each of you on a fine year. Please celebrate the season safely and 

sensibly so that you and your loved ones return renewed and refreshed in both body 

and spirit. May God’s blessing be with each of you now and in the coming year. 

— Roy D. Bridges Jr. 
 Director” 

 

On pages 4 and 5, “1997 KSC Christmas Coffees”. 

    
On the left, “CENTER DIRECTOR Roy Bridges and his wife Benita (far right) enjoy their first 
KSC Christmas coffee. With them in Headquarters are (left) NASA retiree Bill Martin, and 
Barbara Lockley, executive assistant to the center director.”  On the right, “NASA retirees 
Renate Trantham and former Launch Director George Page attended the Headquarters coffee.” 
 

    
On the left, “RETIREES Chester Wasileski (from left) and Jim Phillips, and Shuttle Processing 
Director Bob Sieck were glad to share some memories at the Headquarters coffee.”  On the 
right, “BOEING North American executive Lee Solid, KSC Deputy Director for Launch and 
Payload Processing Loren Shriver and NASA retiree Muriel Jernigan visit at the LCC coffee.” 
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On page 6, “King, Roe named to succeed retiring Launch Director Harrington”.  In 

part, the article states “Shuttle Launch Director Jim Harrington has announced his 

retirement effective Jan. 2. He will be succeeded in the launch director’s position by 

Shuttle Processing Deputy Director David King and Process Engineering Director Ralph 

Roe… Since being named launch director effective Jan. 22, 1995, Harrington has 

overseen 22 successful Space Shuttle launches. 

King will have the assignment for a period of about six months to a year — enough to 

encompass at least three or four Shuttle launches — after which Roe will serve in the 

position for a similar length of time. The first launch which King will oversee will be STS-

89, the eighth Shuttle-Mir docking flight, set to launch in January next year…”. 

              
   Harrington           King   Roe 
 

On page 7, “Center happenings”. 
 

 

““NEW ADDITION — The Air Force missing man formation flies overhead in tribute as family 
and guests gather at the Space Mirror located at the KSC Visitor Complex, where U.S. Air Force 
Maj. Robert Lawrence’s name was added during a ceremony Dec. 8. A veteran pilot who had 
logged more than 2,500 flying hours, Lawrence lost his life in a training accident 30 years ago… 
His name becomes the 17th added to the Mirror, a memorial to those who have given their lives 
in the quest to explore space...”. 
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Add-on To The 1997 Spaceport News Summary 

A new graphic was recently added to the south side of the VAB; LAUNCH AMERICA; 
see below. I found the following on a NASA website about the motif: “Launch America 
celebrates NASA’s return to space from U.S. soil”, but that is about all the information I 
could find. This is the first new graphic added to the VAB, since the NASA meatball 
replaced the bicentennial emblem, in 1998.  Also of note, the U.S. flag and meatball 
were recently repainted.  The U.S. flag and meatball were also repainted in the 2007 
timeframe.  And to complete the story, the U.S. flag and meatball were originally added 
to the VAB in 1976, for the bicentennial celebration. 
 
Thanks a bunch James Best for the photo!!!!! 
 

 


