2001 Spaceport News Summary
The 2001 Spaceport News used the above banner for the year, with one exception, to
be explained later in this Summary, keeping the Inside feature, with article titles and
page numbers on the left hand lower side of the first page of the Spaceport News.

Introduction
The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962. The 1963, 1964 and
1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly. The Spaceport News was issued every two
weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014. Spaceport
Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final
issue, Jan./Feb. 2020. The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996
until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The
Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online.
In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I
added or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link.
All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary. The
Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article.

From The January 5, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 3, “STS-98 to deliver Destiny”. Part of the article reads “STS-98, the
23rd flight of Space Shuttle Atlantis, will launch the second of the U.S. pressurized
modules, the Destiny Laboratory. At press time, the launch from Kennedy Space Center
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was set for Jan. 18 at 2:44 EST, but was under review… The addition of the Destiny
module will expand the Station's power, life support and attitude control capabilities. At
28 feet in length and 14 feet in diameter, and weighing more than 32,000 pounds, the
U.S. Lab is about the size of a large business jet's fuselage… Members of the crew are
Commander Kenneth Cockrell, Pilot Mark Polansky and Mission Specialists Robert
Curbeam, Thomas Jones and Marsha Ivins.”

“Workers and the STS-98 crew gathered in the Space Station Processing Facility for a
ceremony that turned over the “key” for the U.S. Lab Destiny to NASA.”
The following STS-98 mission patch and description are from Wikipedia.

“This is the insignia for STS-98, which marks a major milestone in assembly of the
International Space Station (ISS). Atlantis' crew will deliver the United States
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Laboratory, Destiny, to the ISS. Destiny will be the centerpiece of the ISS, a weightless
laboratory where expedition crews will perform unprecedented research in the life
sciences, materials sciences, Earth sciences, and microgravity sciences. The laboratory
is also the nerve center of the Station, performing guidance, control, power distribution,
and life support functions. With Destiny's arrival, the Station will begin to fulfill its
promise of returning the benefits of space research to Earth's citizens.
The crew patch depicts the Space Shuttle with Destiny held high above the payload bay
just before its attachment to the ISS. Red and white stripes, with a deep blue field of
white stars, border the Shuttle and Destiny to symbolize the continuing contribution of
the United States to the ISS. The constellation Hercules, seen just below Destiny,
captures the Shuttle and Station's team efforts in bringing the promise of orbital
scientific research to life. The reflection of Earth in Destiny's window emphasizes the
connection between space exploration and life on Earth.”
On pages 4 and 5, “Christmas Coffee”. The feature reads “Kennedy Space Center
team members gathered at the KSC Visitor Complex’s Early Space Education Building
on Dec. 12 for the annual KSC Christmas Coffee. The event was well attended by KSC
employees and retirees.”
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From The January 19, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1, “2001 Mars Odyssey spacecraft arrives”. A portion of the feature says
“The Mars Odyssey spacecraft arrived at Kennedy Space Center on Jan. 4, marking the
first major step toward NASA’s return of a spacecraft to an orbit around Mars. The
spacecraft was shipped aboard an Air Force C-17 cargo airplane from Denver, location
of the Lockheed Martin plant where the spacecraft was built. Mars Odyssey was moved
on a transport trailer from KSC’s Shuttle Landing Facility to the Spacecraft Assembly
and Encapsulation Facility 2 located in the KSC Industrial Area. There it is receiving its
final assembly and checkout…
Launch, which is being managed by KSC, is planned for April 7, the first day of a 21-day
planetary window. Mars Odyssey will be inserted into an interplanetary trajectory by a
Boeing Delta II launch vehicle from Pad A at Complex 17 at the Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station. The spacecraft will arrive at Mars on Oct. 20 for insertion into an initial
orbit. Its final operational altitude will be a 250-mile-high Sun synchronous polar orbit…”.

“An overhead crane lifts the crate covering the Mars Odyssey spacecraft in the
Spacecraft Assembly and Encapsulation Facility 2.”
On pages 1 and 5, “ELV Program Manager Bruckner retires”. Part of the article
reads “Bobby Bruckner, manager of the Expendable Launch Vehicles (ELV) and
Payload Carriers Programs at Kennedy Space Center, retired from NASA on Jan. 3
after 35 years of federal service… He successfully consolidated the ELV Program from
several NASA Centers to a single location at KSC… Bruckner joined NASA in June
1966 at Kennedy Space Center where he worked as an electrical engineer developing
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telemetry and data display systems used in the test and checkout of Apollo/Saturn
launch vehicles.”

Bobby Bruckner

From The February 2, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 5, “Safety concerns motivate cable check - SRBs deemed ready
for launch”. A portion of the feature states “The Space Shuttle Atlantis was rolled back
from Launch Pad 39A on Jan. 19 to conduct tests on system tunnel cables on the solid
rocket boosters (SRBs). The tests were successfully completed and all safety concerns
addressed. Atlantis was rolled back to the pad on Jan. 26. A prior extensive evaluation
of NASA’s SRB cable inventory on the shelf revealed conductor damage in four of about
200 cables. Shuttle managers decided to prove the integrity of the system tunnel cables
on Atlantis before launching the Shuttle on its STS-98 mission, rescheduled for Feb. 7
at 6:11 p.m. EST…”.
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On page 1, “2001 Space Shuttle launches.”
• STS-98, Feb. 7 at 6:11p.m. EST
• STS-102, March 8 at about 7 a.m. EST
• STS-100, April 19 at 2:04 p.m. EDT
• STS-104, June 8
• STS-105, June 21, under review
• STS-107, Aug. 2, under review
• STS-108, Oct. 4 at 6:27 p.m. EDT
• STS-109, November

From The February 16, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 6.

“Atlantis surpassed the full moon for beauty as it roared into the early evening sky
trailing a tail of smoke at 6:13 p.m. on Feb. 7. The Shuttle carried a crew of five and the
U.S. Laboratory Destiny, a key module in the growth of the Space Station, on mission
STS-98.”
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Also on page 6, “Donatello arrives”.

“The Italian Space Agency’s “Donatello” Multi-Purpose Logistics Module, at right, the
third of three such modules for the International Space Station (ISS), arrived at Kennedy
Space Center Feb. 1 and was transported to the Space Station Processing Facility. It
arrived on a special Airbus “Beluga” air cargo plane, shown, from the factory of Alenia
Aerospazio in Turin, Italy.
Donatello, a reusable logistics carrier, is one of Italy’s major contributions to the ISS
program. The logistics modules are the primary delivery system used to resupply and
return Station cargo requiring a pressurized environment. The cylindrical module is
approximately 21 feet long, 15 feet in diameter and weighs almost 4.5 tons. Donatello
will be launched on mission STS-130, currently planned for September 2004.”

From The March 2, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1, “STS-102 to berth Leonardo to Station”. In part, the article reads “The
exotic experiments of countless scientists will rocket to the International Space Station
(ISS) and back in modules built by the Italian Space Agency. The primary objective of
mission STS-102 is to berth the 4.5-ton Multi-Purpose Logistics Module (MPLM) to the
Station. At press time, the mission was set to launch on March 8 at 6:42 a.m.
The MPLM, also known as Leonardo, is the first of three such pressurized modules that
will serve as “moving vans,” carrying laboratory racks filled with equipment, experiments
and supplies to and from the Station… Leonardo will deliver up to 10 tons of laboratory
racks filled with equipment, experiments and supplies for outfitting the newly arrived
U.S. Laboratory launched aboard STS-98… Discovery will also provide transportation
back to Earth for the first permanent crew, Expedition One, and the ride up for the
Expedition Two crew.”
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“The STS-102 crew poses in the White Room outside Discovery on Launch Pad 39B.
Kneeling in front are Mission Specialists Susan Helms, Yury Usachev and James Voss.
Standing behind them are Mission Specialists Paul Richards and Andrew Thomas,
Commander James Wetherbee and Pilot James Kelly.”
The following STS-102 mission patch and description are from Wikipedia.

“The STS-102 crew insignia depicts the International Space Station as it looked when
Space Shuttle Discovery was docked. Visible elements include the P6 and Z1 trusses,
solar arrays from the Russian segment, 2 Pressurized Mating Adapters, and the MultiPurpose Logistics Module that was temporarily attached to the underside of the Unity
Node. The numbers "102" represent the mission tail number.
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The red, white, and blue ribbons surrounding the space station represent that this is a
crew rotation flight. The colors represent the nationalities of the crewmembers (Russian
and American). Underneath the ribbons are the flags of the three nations who are the
major contributors to the mission (from left to right: Russia, United States, Italy). The
names of the 4 permanent crewmembers are displayed in gold around the top of the
emblem. Attached to the bottom are six names depicting the six rotating crewmembers
(Expedition 2 on top and Expedition 1 on bottom).”
On page 3, a new feature.

“Kennedy Space Center volunteers were recognized at the Volunteer Appreciation
Breakfast on Feb. 20 at the Debus Conference Facility at the KSC Visitor Complex. The
volunteers, many of whom are NASA Alumni League members, were honored by NASA
for all the help they give to Kennedy Space Center throughout the year. Volunteers
pictured left to right are Bob White, Ray Yost, Suzanne Jamieson and Norris Gray.”
On page 6, “NASA Alumni League valuable resource”. Part of the article says
“…The NASA Alumni League (NAL) is a nonprofit organization of individuals who
support the broad values of the nation’s civil aeronautics and space programs. Since it
was formed in 1986, the organization has worked to ensure the continuing strength and
effectiveness of these programs… League programs offer members a variety of ways to
further their participation in the aerospace fields, as well as to keep in touch with their
colleagues…
NAL programs help members: • Make known their views on the nation’s aeronautical
and space activities. • Keep abreast of the latest aerospace developments. • Explore
critical aeronautical and space issues. • Contribute their expertise when the league is
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asked to undertake specific tasks for NASA or any other organization… • Participation in
activities sponsored by the local chapter, including contributing to education programs in
the local schools, the KSC community relations council, and working on shared
concerns with KSC personnel and appropriate local legislators…”.

“NASA Alumni League representatives are recognized by Kennedy Space Center
leaders. From left to right are Bill Martin, Steve Harris, Jim Jennings, Diane Holden, Roy
Bridges, Jim Johnson, Nick Costello and John Neilon.”

From The March 16, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1.

“Discovery competed with the rising sun as it blasted off from Launch Pad 39B at dawn
March 8 on mission STS-102. Liftoff was at 6:42 a.m. for this eighth flight to the
International Space Station. Discovery carried into orbit the Leonardo module and the
Expedition 2 crew.”
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On pages 3 and 4, “Two Shuttles ferried home”. In part, the story reads “For the first
time in the history of the Space Shuttle program, two Shuttles arrived via ferry flight at
the Cape Canaveral Spaceport on the same day. Several days of bad weather and flight
cancellations created the need for Atlantis and Columbia atop their special 747 carrier
aircraft to land within hours of each other on March 5.
Atlantis arrived aboard the Shuttle Carrier Aircraft at KSC’s Shuttle Landing Facility at
about 10:45 a.m. Because of the time needed to process Atlantis at the SLF, Columbia
landed about 2:35 p.m. on the Skid Strip at the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, next
door to KSC. The skid strip landing was another first in Space Shuttle history. After
Atlantis was towed to the Orbiter Processing Facility bay 3, Columbia was ferried to the
SLF on March 6, landing at 3:44 p.m.
The two space shuttles departed the Antelope Valley north of Los Angeles within less
than an hour of each other on March 1. Atlantis returned home from mission STS-98 on
Feb. 19, landing at NASA’s Dryden Flight Research Center located at Edwards AFB.
Columbia left from Palmdale, Calif., and Atlantis departed Edwards Air Force Base,
north of Palmdale… Columbia had been in Palmdale for extensive avionics upgrades
including a new, highly advanced “glass cockpit” that replaces mechanical instruments
with 11 full-color flat-panel displays…”.

“Columbia, atop its carrier, rolls under protective cover at Palmdale, Calif.”
Shedding some light on the above photo, Armando Oliu provided the following: “As for
the hanger at Palmdale; I was actually out there to see that. I had flown out to support
landing of STS-98. A day or two after landing the weather was supposed to be bad with
a chance of hail and 102 had already been mated to the SCA, plus 104 was in the MDD
post landing. Decision was made to roll 102 on top of SCA to a hanger down the
runway. The orbiter did not fit in completely. The tail could not clear the doorway so the
whole vehicle was not protected. Fortunately the weather never turned so bad.”
Thanks a bunch Armando!!!!!
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“…Columbia arrives at KSC’s Shuttle Landing Facility atop a Shuttle Carrier Aircraft
after its trip from California and an overnight stay at Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station…”.
On March 5, 2001, there were a few of us prepositioned at the east end of the CCAFS
skid strip, just off the road that goes by the Cape Canaveral lighthouse, Lighthouse
Road, knowing the Orbiter/SCA combo was going to land. It was really neat as the
combo flew directly over us, landing from east to west at the skid strip, on runway 31.

“…Atlantis is towed into the Orbiter Processing Facility bay 3.”
The blue Orbiter tow lines in the foreground of the above photo, were mentioned in a
previous Spaceport News Summary.
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From The March 30, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Raffaello prepared for STS-100 launch”.

“In the Space Station Processing Facility, an overhead crane lifts the Multi-Purpose
Logistics Module Raffaello off its workstand to move it to a scale for weight and balance.
Raffaello is the second MPLM built by the Italian Space Agency, and serves as a
reusable logistics carrier and primary delivery system used to resupply and return
station cargo requiring a pressurized environment. The MPLM will fly on mission STS100, scheduled at press time to launch aboard Space Shuttle Endeavour from Launch
Pad 39A at 2:41 p.m. EDT on April 19.”
The following STS-100 mission patch is from Wikipedia and the description is from the
NASA Human Spaceflight website.
“The STS-100/6A emblem reflects the complex
interaction of robotics and extravehicular
activity (EVA) on this mission… The EVA
helmet frames the patch, with the Canadianbuilt SSRMS shown below the visor. Reflected
in the visor is the Space Shuttle Endeavour,
with the International Space Station rising
above the horizon at orbital sunrise.
Endeavour's payload bay houses a Spacelab
pallet, itself holding the SSRMS and the Space
Station Ultra High Frequency Antenna, and the
Italian-built Multi-Purpose Logistics Module
"Raffaello." American, Russian, Canadian, and
Italian astronauts compose the crew, and their
flags are stylized in the lower portion of the
emblem. Ten stars adorn the sky, representing
the children of the STS-100 crew and the
future of space exploration.”…
Page 13

On pages 3, 4 and 5, “All-American picnic sets standard”. Part of the feature says
“Kennedy Space Center workers and their family and friends congregated at KARS I on
March 17 for the annual All-American Picnic, a cornucopia of food and festivities. Good
weather and the annual picnic’s reputation for delivering family fun drew a steady
stream of KSC team members and their guests throughout the day. About 5,000
attended. Organizers were pleased with the turnout and considered the event a
success…
About 400 NASA and contractor volunteers, Joint Base Operations Support Contract
staff and the KARS I crew joined forces with community partners to bring the event,
which is funded by the NASA Exchange, to life… “KSC sets the standard for family
events with this picnic,” Rochelle Sandridge said. “We really appreciate the organizers
creating an event like this for employees.”…

“Above, Kennedy Space Center employees, their family and friends enjoy some of the
many offering of the All-American Picnic. Groups settled down at picnic tables at KARS
I, checked out vehicles on display and enjoyed the petting zoo and pony rides.”
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From The April 12, 2001, Spaceport News
A unique banner for this issue, “First Shuttle launch anniversary – April 12, 2001”.

On page 1.

Page 15

Also on page 1, “Team members look back 20 years”, by Kathy Hagood. A portion
of the article says “When Columbia lifted off the pad the morning of April 12, 1981,
becoming the first Space Shuttle to launch – thousands of Kennedy Space Center team
members watched with fervent emotions. The launch of an orbiter strapped to an
external tank and two solid rocket boosters was a spectacle that had never been seen
before.
KSC workers knew they had contributed to the success of a new vehicle that would
transform the space program… This space vehicle was no “one shot” wonder. It would
launch again and again to lift payloads to orbit and provide a orbiting microgravity
laboratory. Columbia and other members of the Shuttle fleet have launched more than
100 times during the past 20 years… Twenty years later, Spaceport News is giving
voice to those first Shuttle Program team members who worked at KSC to revisit the
wonder of the beginning of a program that continues to make history…”.
A few of those team member voices from the Spaceport News issue follow.
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On page 6, “Launch tradition gets its start”, by Joel Wells. Part of the feature reads
“A much-celebrated Kennedy Space Center launch tradition began with STS-1. Since
that first Shuttle liftoff, launch controllers have enjoyed beans and cornbread as an
immediate payoff for a successful launch. Former NASA Test Director Chief Norm
Carlson started the tradition with one small crock pot of northern beans for his hungry
staff. The tradition grew in popularity and Carlson turned the cooking over to KSC’s food
service contractor. Now, hundreds of launch team members, managers and dignitaries
swarm the Launch Control Center lobby after each launch dipping into twelve 18-quart
cookers brimming with beans…
One of the few KSC traditions that excludes eating is the cutting of a rookie’s necktie
after launch. A customary practice among aviators following their first solo flight, launch
directors, NASA test directors and engineers humbly endure this borrowed ceremony.
Only a few minutes after main engine cutoff, a KSC manager uses scissors to hack off
the necktie just inches below the knot – in front of the entire launch team…”.

“Above, launch team members and guests enjoy beans and cornbread after a
successful launch. The tradition began with STS-1. At right, another launch tradition:
KSC Director Roy Bridges cuts Mike Leinbach’s tie after the launch of STS-106,
Leinbach’s first launch as Launch Director.”
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From the April 27, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1, “Center Director wins Debus Award”. Part of the feature states
“Kennedy Space Center Director Roy Bridges was honored as the 2001 Dr. Kurt H.
Debus Award Recipient on April 6 in recognition of his progressive, visionary leadership
and contributions to space technology and exploration. The Florida Committee of the
National Space Club presented the award during the Twelfth Annual Dr. Kurt H. Debus
Award Dinner held at the KSC Visitor Complex Debus Conference Facility. The Debus
Award was first given in 1980…
Bridges is the second KSC director to be so honored during the 12-year history of the
award. Forrest McCartney was the first, earning his trophy in 1992… The National
Space Club originally was organized as the National Rocket Club in October 1957 and
was founded to stimulate the exchange of ideas and information about rocketry and
astronautics…”.

“Ed Gormel, left, chairman of the National Space Club Florida Committee, congratulates
KSC Director Roy Bridges, who was honored with the 2001 Dr. Kurt H. Debus Award.”
Also on page 1, “STS-100 launch draws crowd”. Part of the article reads “The launch
of STS-100 on April 19 drew an unusually large number of international guests to
Kennedy Space Center and boosted demand for NASA Causeway car passes and KSC
Visitor Complex tickets for causeway launch viewing. The highly international nature of
the mission – including Space Station elements from Italy and Canada and astronauts
from four space agencies – and the afternoon timing of the launch, served to draw a
bigger crowd of spectators to the Center…
Approximately 15,000 guests viewed the launch from the causeway and 750 more from
the Turn Basin. About 5,300 VIPs attended the launch, spilling over from the Banana
River Viewing Site and filling the Static Test Road Site. Approximately 1,000 media
were on site for the launch, up from the usual range of 400 to 600…”.
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“A group watches the STS-100 launch from the NASA Causeway.”
On pages 4 and 5, “Inside the Launch Vehicle Data Center”. In part, the feature
says “Kennedy Space Center’s new Launch Vehicle Data Center was successfully
christened with the April 7 launch of a Delta II carrying the 2001 Mars Odyssey
spacecraft. About 100 managers and engineers from KSC, the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory and other sites monitored the launch from the three new Launch Vehicle
Data Center (LVDC) control rooms in Hangar AE on Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station…
“The new LVDC came through with flying colors,” said Stephen Cox, Mission Director
Center operations director… The Hangar AE control rooms provide real-time voice, data
and video information for expendable vehicle checkout and launch operations, similar to
that provided by Launch Control Center (LCC) control rooms for Space Shuttle
operations… Unlike the LCC, the Hangar AE facility does not provide launch command,
which is located at various block houses or command centers, depending on the launch
pad used… The three new LVDC control rooms have replaced the single LVDC control
room used since the mid-1970s… ”.

On the left, “…Steve Francois, program manager for Expandable Launch Vehicles and
Payload Carriers, and Mike Benik, director of ELV Launch Services monitor launch
preparations from the Mission Director’s Center, a control room in Hangar AE…”. In the
other photo, Joe Lackovich is on the right.
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On page 6, “Co-op program valuable tool”. Part of the article reads “KSC is
committed to helping students who are in the process of pursuing engineering and
science degrees gain invaluable hands-on experience. The Cooperative Education (coop) Program prepares students for engineering careers by providing them with work in
areas related to their major.
“Not only have I gained experience in real world engineering through co-op, but I’ve also
been able to sit in the command seat of Discovery, shake Dan Goldin’s hand, see two
Shuttle launches, and be a part of the team that keeps the Station in orbit,” said Lindsay
Millard, a co-op in the International Space Station Mechanical Division.

“Co-op Lindsay Millard shows her
enthusiasm in the Shuttle payload
bay.”

The co-op program allows students the opportunity to work for NASA full time,
alternating semesters between school and work until graduation. The co-op program is
also a way to get future engineers interested in working in the space program. NASA
uses the pool of co-ops as a source of potential employees.”
Getting ahead of the game, the following is an article in the July 26, 2002, Spaceport
News, featuring Lindsay, “KSC co-ops share weightless adventure”. A portion of the
article reads “Fifteen minutes of weightlessness. It was an out-of-this-world experience
for three Kennedy Space Center co-op students who were chosen to ride on NASA’s
KC-135 Weightless Wonder aircraft, dubbed “the Vomit Comit.” Lindsay Millard, David
Shoemaker and Michelle Woloszyn had the opportunity to proudly fly their University of
Michigan and Iowa State flags and float in zero gravity while conducting their original
micro-gravity experiment called T.H.I.R.M.A. (Thermally Induced Refraction in a Microgravity Atmosphere) last April…
“We heard about the opportunity and submitted a proposal to JSC’s Student Flight
Program,” said David Shoemaker, a co-op student in ISS Fluids… “If future telescopes
are made out of gas, we could theoretically bring up a telescope the size of a football
field and really explore deep space,” said ISS Mechanical co-op Lindsay Millard. “It’s so
encouraging to come back with positive scientific results. And the flight was my closest
experience to flying in space, which I hope was just a taste for the future.”…
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“…KSC co-ops David Shoemaker (left) and Lindsay Millard pose with journalist David
Hartkop on the team’s first flight day, April 25. Their experiment was bolted to the floor
of the KC-135 aircraft. This picture was taken in route to the area over the Gulf of
Mexico where the aircraft performs zero-g maneuvers…”.
And the following is a recent photo of Dr. Lindsay Millard, from this defense.gov
website, which includes Lindsay’s biography. The site says “Dr. Lindsay Millard joined
the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering
(OUSD(R&E)) as the Principal Director for Space in September 2020…”.

I also found some information about David Shoemaker, on Linkedin, now a “Lockheed
Martin Space Associate Fellow”, according to Linkedin.

From The May 11, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 2, “Goldin applauds KSC inventors”.

In part, the article states “NASA Administrator Goldin presented a team of Kennedy
Space Center scientists and engineers certificates and checks for the NASA
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Commercial Invention of the Year Award on May 4 at NASA Headquarters. The award
was for the improved nitrogen textroxide scrubber system, which traps the propellant
oxidizer vapors and with the addition of other compounds converts it into fertilizer. It’s
the first time a KSC team has won the award given annually by NASA Headquarters to
recognize a significant technology spinoff developed at one of the NASA centers…”.

“NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin, right, is pictured with Commercial Invention of the
Year Award winners, from left, Paul Gamble, chemist, Dynacs Engineering; Andrew
Kelly, hypergolic systems engineer, NASA; Dr. Clyde Parrish, senior chemist, NASA;
Dr. Dale Lueck, senior chemist, NASA.”
On page 7, “New Block II engine installed on Atlantis”. A portion of the story reads
“The next Space Shuttle crew can expect an even safer ride into orbit, thanks to the
completion of a new Space Shuttle Main Engine. Workers installed one of the new
engines, called the Block II configuration, on Space Shuttle Atlantis April 24 at Kennedy
Space Center… Atlantis’ first flight using the new engine is targeted for no earlier than
June 14 on mission STS-104 to the International Space Station. Atlantis will use one
Block II main engine and two Block IIA main engines to complete its full complement of
three engines…
The Block II Main Engine configuration includes a new Pratt & Whitney high-pressure
fuel turbopump. The new pump is stronger than the old pump and should increase the
number of flights between major overhauls. “With this design change, we believe we
have more than doubled the reliability of the engine,” said George Hopson, manager of
the Space Shuttle Main Engine project at Marshall…”.

“As the giant forklift moves closer to
Atlantis, workers keep watch as the new
Block II configuration nears its installation
point. The Space Shuttle Main Engine
work was being done in the Orbiter
Processing Facility bay 3."
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This seems like a good time to introduce the STS-104 mission patch and description,
from Wikipedia.
“STS-104, International Space Station (ISS)
assembly mission 7A, marks the completion of
the initial assembly phase of ISS. The 7A crew
will install, activate, and perform the first space
walk from the Joint Airlock. The Joint Airlock
will enable crews to perform space walks in
either United States or Russian spacesuits
while recovering over 90 percent of the gases
that were previously lost when airlocks were
vented to the vacuum of space.
This patch depicts the launch of Space Shuttle
Atlantis and the successful completion of the
mission objectives as signified by the view of
the ISS with the airlock installed. The astronaut
symbol is displayed behind Atlantis as a tribute to the many crews that have flown
before. The hard work, dedication, and teamwork of the airlock team is represented by
the ISS components inside the payload bay which include the Joint Airlock and four high
pressure gas tanks containing nitrogen and oxygen. In the words of a STS-104 crew
spokesperson, "The stars and stripes background is symbolic of the commitment of a
nation to this challenging international endeavor and to our children who represent its
future.”

On page 8, a new feature.

“The early Mercury astronauts were big fans of comedian Bill Dana’s fictional astronaut
Jose Jimenez. Al Shepard, Jose’s biggest fan, once sneaked a tape of the comedy
routine into the somber proceedings at the Mercury Control Center during a practice
session. It was only natural, then, as Shepard rocketed away aboard Freedom 7 on the
first American manned space flight on May, 5, 1961, that astronaut Virgil “Gus” Grissom
radioed “Okay, Jose, you’re on your way.” Shepard told Dana that all the kidding around
with the comic character helped ease the prelaunch jitters. From The Light Stuff by Bob
Ward.”
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From The May 25, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 2, “Brevard County Commission honors Bridges”.

“Roy Bridges was honored May 8 with a resolution by the Brevard County Commission
for his outstanding leadership and service to the citizens of Brevard County. Pictured is
Bridges receiving the framed resolution from Commissioner Chairman Sue Carlson,
District IV. Also pictured from left are Commissioner Randy O’Brien, District II,
Commissioner Jackie Colon, District V, Commissioner Nancy Higgs, District III, and
County Manager Tom Jenkins.”
On page 3, “Karl Sendler’s contributions remembered”. A portion of the story says
“Former NASA Kennedy Space Center executive Karl Sendler, 86, died May 3 at Cape
Canaveral Hospital, leaving a legacy of innovation in space program instrumentation.
He is remembered as having been an enlightened manager who brought out the best in
his workers, enabling them to meet seemingly insurmountable technical challenges. A
member of the Wernher Von Braun rocket team who came to the United States from
Germany after World War II, Sendler worked in the space program until 1974 when he
retired as KSC’s director of Instrumentation Systems…
Sendler was born in Vienna, Austria, in 1914. After earning degrees in electrical
engineering, in 1943 he was assigned to the Peenemunde Research Center. There he
was instrumental in building the first missile tracking and automatic cut-off systems for
the V-2… After the war, Sendler began working with the U.S. Army. In 1945, he came
to the United States to work as an electronic engineer for the Army at Fort Bliss, Texas,
as part of the 119-member Von Braun team…

Page 24

JoAnn Morgan, director of External Relations and Business Development, met him in
1958 when he came to Cape Canaveral for Redstone launches. “He was a wonderful
person, one of the greatest leaders I’ve ever worked for,” Morgan said. “Not only was he
highly intelligent, he was also warm and friendly. In later years I was always impressed
at how he knew everyone who worked for him, even though there were hundreds of
people in his directorate.” Sendler had a way of making his team members believe they
could meet challenges, no matter how difficult, Morgan said.”…

On page 8, “Space Station processing”.

“A view of the Space Station Processing Facility shows the lineup of elements in various
stages of preparation for future flights to the Space Station. In the middle of the floor are
white boxes housing storage gas tanks. Part of the STS-104 payload, the four tanks
comprise the high pressure gas assembly that will be attached to the Joint Airlock
Module during three spacewalks. The tanks will support future spacewalk operations
from the Station and augment the Service Module gas resupply system. STS-104 is
scheduled to launch no earlier than June 14 at about 4:11 p.m. EDT.
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From The June 8, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 3, “STS-104 to deliver airlock”. A portion of the story reads “The 6.5ton, U.S.-made Joint Airlock Module will be delivered to the International Space Station
(ISS) by the Space Shuttle Mission STS-104 crew… The module will enable astronauts
to perform spacewalks without the presence of a Space Shuttle. At press time, STS-104
was targeted for launch aboard Atlantis no earlier than July 2…”.

“The STS-104 crew look over equipment at the Space Station Processing Facility as
part of Crew Equipment Interface Test activities. Starting second from left are Mission
Specialists James Reilly and Janet Kavandi, Pilot Charles Hobaugh, Commander
Steven Lindsey and Mission Specialist Michael Gernhardt.”
On pages 1 and 6, “Summer education begins”. Part of the article reads “The 2001
Summer Student Program orientation on May 21 in the Kennedy Space Center Training
Auditorium started off with a bang. Gregg Buckingham, University Programs lead,
kicked off the day by describing the accomplishments of former participants, particularly
JoAnn Morgan, KSC’s External Relations and Business Development director.
Morgan then spoke about the importance of teachers and students having opportunities
that encourage them to work harder, She talked about how her former high school math
teacher, who was also her basketball coach, always pushed her by giving her extra
assignments… Not only does Morgan feel participants gain a lot from the experience,
but she said NASA benefits from the program, too. “We look forward to their highly
energetic and enthusiastic participation on the KSC team,” Morgan said…
More than 150 students and faculty will be on-site participating in the summer program
organized by the NASA KSC Education Programs and University Research Division…
Periodic social events, such as the EPCOT center tour, will allow students to learn
about each other’s career plans and give them time to share their NASA
experiences…”.
Page 26

On the left, “The 2001 Summer Student Program orientation on May 21 introduced
summer students and professors to Kennedy Space Center.” On the right, “Students
and professors in the KSC Training Auditiorium listen to summer education orientation
speakers.”

From The June 22, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 5, “McPhillips, MEIT-1 team honored”.

In part, the article reads “…The responsibility of testing the early components of the ISS
rested in the hands of hundreds of men and women led by NASA’s Cheryl McPhillips.
For her part, McPhillips is the winner of the 2001 National Space Club Eagle Award, an
award she said that she accepted “on behalf of the Multi-Element Integration Test
(MEIT) team as the project lead of MEIT-1.” “It was truly a team effort,” said McPhillips.

“Cheryl McPhillips, who led the MEIT-1
effort, was among those honored with the
2001 National Space Club Eagle Award for
the success of the MEIT-1 testing of
International Space Station elements.“

MEIT-1 was a joint effort between NASA and The Boeing Co. that consisted of ISS
personnel who saw to it that all of the Space Station’s components were in perfect
working order and able to communicate with each other as they were prepared in the
Space Station Processing Facility (SSPF) for launch. MEIT-1 took three years of intense
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planning and is credited with the successful testing of some of the Station’s primary
components including the U.S. Laboratory “Destiny,” the Canadian robotic arm and the
large Z-1 truss. Since its inception just two years ago, MEIT has detected and resolved
thousands of anomalies…
The National Space Club reserves the annual Eagle Award for those who have had the
most significant influence over the successful and safe completion of a human space
flight mission. Former astronaut and Chairman of the NSC Awards Committee Rick
Hauck said, “Those who have led the MEIT project are perfect examples of individuals
who work on the front line towards a successful and safe space program.”…
On pages 4 and 5, “Inside the Emergency Operations Center”. In part, the feature
says “The new Emergency Operations Center (EOC) on the second floor in the Launch
Control Center (LCC) is Cape Canaveral Spaceport’s powerful new resource in
preparing for and reacting to emergencies… “The new center will function as a nerve
center bringing together all the emergency responders,” said Wayne Kee, NASA KSC
emergency preparedness officer. “We’ve already tried out the EOC with a hurricane
exercise and we think it will be a big asset in case we do have to face a hurricane this
season.”…
The EOC became a part of the Central Operations Facility (COF) at the LCC through an
invitation of United Space Alliance (USA), which established the COF to better serve
Shuttle operations. The COF offers a centralized location with modern workstations for
managers and support personnel to easily gather and work together. Duty officers from
USA and Space Gateway Support monitor consoles adjacent to the Emergency
Operations Center… “We asked Emergency Preparedness to join the COF because we
thought it would better facilitate coordinating emergency response,” said Michael
Shacreaw, COF site manager for USA….”.

Above, “…is the EOC, which is contained within United Space Alliance’s Central
Operations Facility. Staff of Emergency Preparedness subcontractor Research Planning
Inc. and Jim Cheek, a USA safety officer, monitor the consoles. Pictured from left to
right are Charles Street, Dennis Reddecliff, Roger Scheidt, Ned Scheerhorn and Cheek.
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On page 6, “Space Commerce Way underway”. A portion of the article reads
“Orange cones and flags on State Road 3 were a familiar sight in recent weeks for
Kennedy Space Center employees traveling to and from work. The cones and flags
were necessary for beginning construction of the new Space Commerce Way road…
The new road will also provide access for the future Space Commerce Park, said Jose
Perez-Morales, NASA project manager for the road…” and the Space Experiment
Research and Processing Laboratory (SERPL). “…Planning for the Space Commerce
Park, which is expected to draw a variety of technology companies nearer to the Center,
is in the initial stages.”

“An aerial view of the area where the Space Commerce Way is being built. The road’s
intersection with State Road 3 is shown toward the bottom of the photograph. The
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex can be seen near the top of the photograph.”
I added the red oval above, showing the general area where the Blue Origin rocket
factory is now located (a massive facility); including multiple buildings. The below is
from Google Maps Street View, showing the first Blue Origin facility built off Space
Commerce Way, which includes Control Rooms. The SERPL is now known as the
Space Life Sciences Lab, not yet built at the time, in the upper right area of the above
photo.
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From The July 6, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1 and 6, “Jim Heald named SE& T director”. In part, the story reads “James
R. “Jim” Heald was recently appointed Director of KSC’s Spaceport Engineering and
Technology (SE&T) organization… He joins NASA after serving 26 years in the U.S. Air
Force… His most recent assignment was as vice commander of the Air Force Research
Laboratory at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio… “KSC will find out that Jim Heald
was certainly worth the wait,” said KSC Director Roy Bridges. “I knew Jim Heald when
he was a test weapons officer at Edwards AFB and was very impressed with his
performance then. I am pleased he agreed to join the KSC team.”

Heald holds a bachelor’s degree in computer science and mathematics from the
U.S.A.F. Academy and a master’s degree in computer science from UCLA… Heald is a
distinguished graduate of the U.S. Air Force Test Pilot School at Edwards AFB, Calif.
There, he served as the director of Student Training from 1989-1991...”.

From The July 28, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 8, “Second phase of Station testing complete”. In part, the story
reads “…It is in the SSPF High Bay where most of the critical components of the
International Space Station are being electrically connected and thoroughly evaluated in
a series of prelaunch checks called Multi-Element Integrated Testing (MEIT)…
MEIT-I occurred last year, testing various ISS flight components associated with the
U.S. Laboratory “Destiny” and the Canadian robotic arm. Last month, MEIT-II wrapped
up after four of five soon-to-be-launched ISS trusses were integrated with a large
computer mockup of the U.S. Lab…
The MEIT-II team has also rehearsed the Canadian Arm “walkover,” which will take
place in orbit once the Mobile Base System is installed on mission STS-111 next year.
MEIT-III is scheduled to begin in May 2003 and will integrate the U.S. Lab with Node 2
and the Japanese Experiment Module…”.
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“NASA’s Dave Guibeau, a command
and data handler, looks at data from
MEIT II prelaunch checks that has
been sent to the MEIT Control
Room…”.

On page 6, “Shuttle rising”. Not mentioned in the Spaceport News article, the below
photo is STS-104, launched on July 12, 2001.
“Like a sun on a fast rise, Space
Shuttle Atlantis arcs into the still
black sky over the Atlantic Ocean,
casting a fiery glow on its way.
Atlantis lifted off from Launch Pad
39B on time at 5:03:59 a.m. EDT.
With a crew of five, it is heading on
the 10th assembly flight to the
International Space Station. The
primary payload on the mission is the
joint airlock module, which the crew
will attach to the Space Station over
the course of three spacewalks. The
airlock will permit crews onboard the
Station to conduct spacewalks
without the presence of the orbiter.”
Also on page 6, “USA leases hangar from State”. In part, the feature reads “United
Space Alliance (USA) signed an agreement with Spaceport Florida Authority (SFA)
July 6 to lease a hangar which was developed by the state as part of a joint NASA/SFA
Reusable Launch Vehicle Support Complex at the Kennedy Space Center. The recently
completed facility was originally constructed to accommodate proposed reusable launch
vehicles (RLVs) such as NASA’s X-34 winged rocket and the X-33…
“Spaceport Florida is proud to support the Space Shuttle program,” said Ed Gormel,
SFA’s executive director. “By building a general use facility, the State is able to adapt
quickly to changing market forces while protecting the public investment and providing
support to industry.” Located adjacent to the Space Shuttle Landing Facility, the
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Reusable Launch Vehicle Support Complex includes the hangar and two NASA-funded
facilities…”.

“The Spaceport Florida Authority hangar adjacent to the Space Shuttle Landing Facility
has been leased by United Space Alliance. USA will use the hangar to store and
maintain Shuttle ground support equipment.”
The hangar is currently used by NASA/KSC Flight Operations, as well as Starfighters;
see the following website; https://www.starfighters.net/ and https://flyastarfighter.com/.

From the August 3, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1, “STS-105 set for launch”. A portion of the story states “Several payloads
and the Expedition Three crew members will make the journey up to the International
Space Station aboard Shuttle Discovery during the upcoming STS-105 mission.

“STS-105 and Expedition Three crews:
Standing from left, Pilot Rick Sturckow,
Mission Specialist Patrick Forrester,
Commander Scott Horowitz and Mission
Specialist Daniel Barry. Kneeling are
cosmonaut Mikhail Tyurin, Commander
Frank Culbertson and cosmonaut Vladimir
Nikolaevich Dezhurov.”
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Discovery was set at press time to launch Aug. 9 at 5:38 p.m. The current Expedition
Two crew members now on the Station will return to Earth aboard Discovery. The MultiPurpose Logistics Module Leonardo, built by the Italian Space Agency, will be carried in
the Shuttle’s payload bay on its second flight into space.”
This is a good time to introduce the STS-105 mission patch and description, from
Wikipedia.
“The STS-105 crew patch symbolizes the
exchange of the Expedition Two and Expedition
Three crews aboard the International Space
Station. The three gold stars near the ascending
Orbiter represent the U.S. commanded
Expedition Three crew as they journey into space,
while the two gold stars near the descending
Orbiter represent the Russian commanded
Expedition Two crew and their return to Earth.
The plumes of each Orbiter represent the flags of
the United States and Russia and symbolize the
close cooperation between the two countries.
The Astronaut Office symbol, a star with three
rays of light, depicts the unbroken link between
Earth and the newest and brightest star on the
horizon, the International Space Station (ISS). The ascending and descending Orbiters
form a circle that represents both the crew rotation and the continuous presence in
space aboard the ISS. The names of the four astronauts who will crew Discovery are
shown along the border of the patch. The names of the Expedition Three and
Expedition Two crews are shown on the chevron at the bottom of the patch.”
On pages 4 and 5, “Take Our Children to Work Day”. Part of the feature states “For
3,500 boys and girls at KSC July 19, the questions they ask parents — “Where do you
work?” and “What do you do?” — were answered at the ninth annual Take Our Children
to Work Day. Children also learned the larger picture – what KSC does… Beginning at
the IMAX Theater event in the morning, children left there loving science and space
exploration after seeing demonstrations and listening to astronaut Jim Halsell.
Afterward, the crowd hustled to the Astronaut Encounter to watch a robotics show and
meet retired astronaut Story Musgrave, who had brought his 14-year-old son Lane
along…”.
“Grace Schumann and Lindsay Raub were eager to learn
about repairing tiles, a “class” offered by USA Training and
Development.”
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“After listening to robotics experts,
children were given a chance to have
fun controlling different equipment.”

“Kicking off the ninth annual Take Our children to Work Day, employees and their
guests (above) enjoyed a special event at the IMAX Theatre: science demonstrations; a
presentation by astronaut Jim Halsell, Space Shuttle Program Launch Integration; and a
talk by Debbie Frostrom, Guest Services and Special Events.”

From The August 17, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 3, “Space Summit enhances partnerships”. Part of the story reads
“The future of Florida’s space program was charted at the recently held second Florida
Space Summit gathering of elected officials, agency directors and industry leaders.
NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin and a number of Kennedy Space Center executives
and managers attended the Summit on July 30, which was held at the University of
Central Florida (UCF) Student Union Building at UCF’s Orlando Campus…
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“Gov. Jeb Bush speaks at the Florida Space Summit. From left, U.S. Sen. Bob
Graham.; Florida Gov. Bush; U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson; Undersecretary of Defense for
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics Pete Aldridge; and Lt. Gov. Frank Brogan were
among the group of elected officials, agency directors and industry leaders who spoke.”
“The space industry and Florida go hand-in-hand,” Bush said. “It’s only natural that we
would sit down with all of our partners to map our future and to set common goals. “The
space industry is vital to Florida’s economy. We’re always looking for new ways to
increase what already is a major investment in our country’s space program.”…
On page 1, “Liftoff!”. Not mentioned in the Spaceport News, this is STS-105.

“Spectators gather on the grounds in front of the bleachers at the turn basin to watch
the launch of Space Shuttle Discovery Aug. 10. A breeze from the southeast that has
the flags snapping also kept gathering clouds away for the liftoff at 5:10:14 p.m. EDT.
Besides the Shuttle crew of four, Discovery carried the Expedition Three crew who will
replace Expedition Two on the Space Station.”
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On page 2, “Bumper veterans honored.”

In part, the feature says “A reception for veterans of the Bumper launches who
participated in the Bumper History project was held Aug. 3… Those honored were
Elizabeth Bain, who worked on the launch pad monitoring electromagnetic interference;
Dick Jones, who set up the communications architecture for the first launch; Ed Belcher,
who installed power and communications systems; and Norris Gray, the first Fire Chief
for the Cape….”.

“Local veterans of the historic Bumper launches were honored with a reception at KSC
NASA Headquarters. Pictured from left are Ed Belcher, JoAnn Morgan, Norris Gray,
Roy Bridges, Dick Jones and Elizabeth Bain.”
On page 7, “Customer forum looks at services - SGS operating with smaller staff”.
A portion of the story reads “The first of a series of customer forum briefings sponsored
by the Joint Performance Management Office (JPMO) and Space Gateway Support
(SGS) was held on Aug. 1. The briefing was scheduled to inform employees of the
services offered through the Joint Base Operations and Support Contract (J-BOSC),
and services that will be reduced as a result of budget cuts…
Ray Lugo, acting executive director of the JPMO, kicked off the meeting by giving a
brief history of J-BOSC… Mike Butchko, president of SGS, then spoke about the
services provided by J-BOSC and the objectives of the contract. SGS provides base
support services to more than 24,000 customers at the Spaceport… “We may not
launch, but they don’t launch without us,” said Butchko…
Lugo then spoke about the recent reduction and elimination of some of the services
provided by the J-BOSC. Some of the services that were affected by the cuts include
reduction in mail delivery service and closing of the Cape Occupational Health Facility…

Page 36

“Everyone’s budgets are constrained,” said Lugo. “We must work together to get the job
done with the resources available.”

“Ray Lugo, acting executive director of the Joint Performance Management Office,
briefs employees on services offered through the Joint Base Operations and Support
Contract. The briefing was one in a series scheduled to inform employees of services
that will be reduced as a result of budget cuts.” On the right, Mike Butchko.

From The August 31, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 2, “KSC tops in tech awards for 2nd year”.

Part of the story reads “Kennedy Space Center took first place among the NASA
centers for the second year in total Space Act Award dollars received… A total of
$187,300 was received by KSC inventors, up from $175,000 in FY 2001; and $140,000
in FY 99. Space Act Awards are given for innovations that have been reported in NASA
Tech Briefs; commercial quality software approved for public release by NASA; and for
patent applications submitted by NASA…
Board Action Awards are awarded by the NASA Headquarters Inventions and
Contributions Board to technology submissions that are judged to be of significant
scientific or technical value. The Space Act Awards program was authorized under the
Space Act of 1958 to provide official recognition and to grant equitable monetary
awards for those inventions and other scientific and technical contributions that have
helped to achieve NASA’s aeronautical and space goals…
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Some of the awards were Commercial Invention of the Year, Space Shuttle Star Award,
Tech Briefs Award, Software Release Awards, Board Action Awards, Tech Briefs Award
and Patent Application Award.

“Kennedy Space Center Space Act Award winners gather outside of the Debus
Conference Facility. They were honored during a technology awards luncheon at the
facility on Aug. 22. Because of their contributions, KSC took first place among NASA
centers in total Space Award dollars received.”
On page 6, “Daylight homecoming”.

“Orbiter Discovery and its crew land on KSC’s Shuttle Landing Facility runway 15 on
Aug. 22, creating a cloud of smoke as its wheels touch the concrete. Main gear
touchdown was at 2:22:58 p.m. EDT. The 11-day, 21-hour, 12-minute STS-105 mission
accomplished the goals set for the 11th flight to the International Space Station:
swapout of the resident Station crew; delivery of equipment, supplies and scientific
experiments; and installation of the Early Ammonia Servicer and heater cables for the
S0 truss on the Station. Discovery traveled 4.3 million miles on its 30th flight into space.
Out of five missions in 2001, the landing was the first to occur in daylight at KSC.”
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From The September 14, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 2, “Cristina Guidi selected for symposium”.

A portion of the story reads “Cristina Guidi was recently selected to participate in the
National Academy of Engineering’s (NAE) seventh annual Frontiers of Engineering
symposium. This three-day event has been held annually since 1995 to provide an
opportunity for outstanding engineers ages 30-45 who are involved in cutting-edge
research and technical disciplines to learn about new and upcoming developments in
other fields…
“Cris Guidi has been on the frontier of some of NASA’s most futuristic thinking and
planning,” JoAnn Morgan said. “She is a great representative for Kennedy Space
Center and will be an outstanding participant in this symposium” Guidi has worked for
NASA for 12 years and currently serves as the advanced concepts manager for the
Spaceport Technology Business Development office in the External Relations and
Business Development Directorate…
The symposium is scheduled for Sept. 13-15 in Irvine, Calif., and will feature a variety of
topics such as aeronautics, aerospace, civil systems, wireless communications,
technology, and the human body.”

Christina Guidi

From The September 28, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 6, “Employees receive encouragement - National tragedy
addressed by Center Director”. Note – all of Roy Bridges comments are not included
in the below. Part of the story reads “Editor’s Note: On. Sept. 18, Kennedy Space
Center Director Roy Bridges offered the following words of support to KSC
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employees in the wake of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center
in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.
Good Day! The tragic events of last Tuesday have changed many things here in
America. Rarely have we as a nation confronted evil forces so directly. Like you, I am
still coming to grips with the enormity of it. I am still in shock. I am affected by emotions
of grief and anger. I expect that many of you are as well… Clearly, Americans
everywhere are pulling together to assist rescue workers and to show support for our
nation’s leaders as they take time-critical actions to preserve lives, improve our security
posture, and bring criminals to justice…
We must be patient as we go forward… There will be many more inconveniences for all
of us in the coming days. For example, I have had to change my schedule to get
through the gate in a reasonable time. Air travel will be more tedious and time
consuming. We will probably have less tours to our critical operations areas. We will
have to cancel some special events…
Here at KSC, let’s all renew our focus on safety, health, and security as we go about our
daily activities… The best way for us to help the country during these trying times is to
refocus and redouble our efforts to do our jobs very, very well… Hope and optimism are
said to be “force multipliers.” We can do a lot for the world by continuing to progress in
our mission as others deal with these negative events.
We have a great team here at KSC. I know that I can count on you to remain extremely
vigilant regarding our security and help the team accomplish our mission in our
traditional superb and safe manner. Thank you.”

On page 3, “Dr. Irene Long selected for Hall of Fame”. Part of the article states “Dr.
Irene Long, Kennedy Space Center chief medical officer and associate director of the
Spaceport Services directorate, was recently selected for induction into the Ohio
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Women’s Hall of Fame. Long, a native of Cleveland, Ohio, is being recognized for her
outstanding contributions to NASA and the field of aerospace medicine… Established in
1978, the Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame was created to recognize and honor the
achievements of extraordinary Ohio women…
Throughout her career, Long has been committed to the improvement of the well-being
of the workforce. She played a key role in the development of the KSC Fitness Center
and KSC Rehab Works Facility. Her promotion of healthy lifestyles has provided
employees with the information and tools necessary to improve their lives and overall
health. Long began her NASA career in 1982 at KSC after completing her aerospace
medicine residency at the Ames Research Center. She is responsible for the
coordination and integration of the Center’s occupational health, institutional safety, and
environmental programs.

Dr. Irene Long
You can read more about Dr. Long on Wikipedia. She passed on August 4, 2020.
Also on page 3, “Crew trainer Buck Tomlinson retires”. In part, the story reads “The
year 2001 marks the beginning of a new millennium for Kennedy Space Center, and the
end of a career for one of NASA’s most dedicated employees, Buck Tomlinson.
Tomlinson worked at KSC over a span of 35 years under many different organizations
and positions, and has been a living part of the history of the Center. In 1969,
Tomlinson was hired to work as a firefighter at the Cape…

“Launch Director Mike Leinbauch
recognizes Buck Tomlinson’s years of
service.”

In 1979 he became communication supervisor under subontractor Wackenhut, and over
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the next 21 years, he helped to train the Shuttle astronauts in fire and emergency
egress procedures.
Tomlinson has worked with the Space Shuttle program over 100 missions, and
describes his tenure at KSC as “absolutely the best years” of his life… “He’s one of the
best people I’ve worked with, and he’s a true friend of Kennedy Space Center,” said
Launch Director Mike Leinbauch. It is a feeling shared by many of those who have
worked with him over the years.”
I had the pleasure of attending one or more firefighting courses taught by Buck, when I
was red crew certified in the early 1980s. Buck was fun to be around and had a neat
way about him! I just felt comfortable being around him!
Buck passed on April 14, 2009; see the following, from the Gainesville Sun.

From The October 12, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 2,“National Space Club honors three”.

Part of the story reads “The National Space Club Florida Committee recognized its 2001
Lifetime Achievement Honorees Sept. 27… Those honored were Horace Lamberth,
Russell Barnes and Jimmey Morrell. Lamberth retired as director of Shuttle and Ground
Support Engineering for Lockheed Martin Space Operations Co. in 1996 and continues
to actively consult for United Space Alliance at Kennedy Space Center..
Barnes retired as president of Pan Am World Services in 1989 after spending 35 years
successfully working with and managing the government contractor team responsible
for operating the Eastern Test Range… Morrell is a retired Air Force Major General who
was the first commander of the 45th Space Wing and today is a senior vice president
with GRC International Inc…”.

Horace passed on July 31, 2009; see the following from Florida
Today. I had the privilege of knowing Horace and could not write
enough superlatives!!!!! There is a good tribute to Horace at this
website, with a video, that includes many photos!!!!!!!!! Horace’s
wife, Peggy, passed on December 14, 2017.

Horace Lamberth
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On page 8, “STS-105 crew returns for visit”.

“The crew of STS-105 returned to Kenneday Space Center Oct. 1 to tell the on-orbit
story of their mission to workers. Three of the crew are pictured above signing
autographs and interacting with employees after their briefing. From left are STS-105
Mission Commander Scott Horowitz, Pilot Fredrick Sturckow and Mission Specialist
Daniel Barry. The STS-105 mission aboard Discovery to the International Space Station
delivered several payloads and the Expedition Three crew. The Multi-Pupose Logistics
Module “Leonardo” was carried on its second flight to the Station. The module was
outfitted with 12 racks of experiments and equipment. Four racks carried logistics
supplies and hardware.”

From the October 26, 20001 Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 6, “NASA Administrator Dan Goldin resigns”. Part of the story
reads “After nearly ten years as the head of America’s space program, NASA’s longestserving Administrator, Daniel Goldin, Oct. 17 announced his resignation, effective Nov.
17… While no replacement has been selected, Goldin will work with the Administration
before he leaves office to identify an interim Acting Administrator…
Goldin, 61, was appointed administrator April 1, 1992, by then
President George Bush and became the Agency’s longest-serving
chief on March 5 surpassing James Fletcher’s previous record of
nearly nine years. The Administrator also announced he has accepted
an interim position as a senior fellow for the Council on
Competitiveness in Washington, D.C., as he transitions into the private
sector…”.
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On page 3, “Customer service critical to KSC mission”. A portion of the article
states ““If we’re not customer-driven, our cars won’t be, either.” Henry Ford’s statement
underscores the need for excellent customer service in any industry. A business will not
survive, let alone grow, without dedication to its customers. Kennedy Space Center is a
customer-driven organization. This message was emphasized at the kickoff ceremony
for National Customer Service Week Oct. 2, with its theme of “Building our Future…
One Customer at a Time.” The featured speaker was Larry Sutton, North American
sales manager for Corning Inc…

“Kennedy Space Center Director Roy Bridges
(left) discusses customer service with
featured speaker Larry Sutton, American
sales manager for Corning Inc.”

Bridges emphasized that customer service is of vital importance at KSC, a determining
factor in our survival as a spaceport. “We must constantly evaluate and reinvent
ourselves to maintain our customers’ loyalty in the face of evolving technologies,” he
said. “At KSC, we understand that it’s important to predict what our customers will need
in the future, and to be ready.” Sutton echoed these points, explaining how Corning’s
dedication to its customers and constant reinvention has kept the company thriving for
150 years..,”.
On pages 4 and 5, “Inside Image Analysis”. In part, the article says “During launch,
the Space Shuttle is subjected to massive amounts of heat and vibration… That’s why
the Image Analysis Team at Kennedy Space Center uses a selection of videotapes and
44 film items to carefully study the Shuttle during and after launch. Footage of Shuttle
landings is also reviewed by the team…
The Image Analysis Team at KSC is a subgroup of the Ice/Debris Team and includes
about 10 to 15 management and engineering representatives from NASA, United Space
Alliance, Lockheed-Martin, Thiokol and The Boeing Co. The Ice/Debris Team is known
for performing in-person visual inspections of the Shuttle before launch and after
landing. Soon after launch, the Image Analysis Team meets to view videotapes of the
Shuttle’s liftoff and ascent as a preliminary review. Within the next 24 hours, after the
first series of films are developed, the group meets again. The films are carefully
reviewed several times, and then sections of certain films many times more if problems
are detected..
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“We’ve got a dedicated group of individuals who’ve been doing this for years, some of
them since the first Shuttle launch. After 100-plus Shuttle launches, we know just what
to look for,” said Armando Oliu, lead of the both the Image Analysis and Ice/Debris
Teams. “We’re concerned about any problems that might affect the Shuttle during its
mission and for anything that might need addressing for future launches.”… “A launch
happens so fast,” Oliu said. “Without video, and especially film, we’d never have been
able to trace back and remedy many of the problems we’ve detected. It’s an essential
part of mission safety.”

On the left, “NASA engineers (from left) Mike Payne, Armando Oliu and Robert Speece
perform motion analysis of the Orbiter’s body flap.” On the right, “Composite launch
video is carefully reviewed by Mike Payne, Scott Otto and Robert Speece.”

“Members of the Image Analysis Team review long-range tracking film of the STS-105
Space Shuttle ascent for any anomalous events.”
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On page 8, “STS-104 crew return”.

“STS-104 Mission Specialist
James Reilly (left) and
Commander Steve Lindsey
autograph memorabilia for
Kennedy Space Center
employees after their mission
briefing.”

From the November 9, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 1, “KSC reaches out for Days of Caring”. In part, the article reads
“Kennedy Space Center lent tremendous support to the area community during United
Way’s Days of Caring/Make A Difference Day Event Oct. 26 and 27. NASA and
contractor employees worked at various locations in Brevard County, including Baxley
Manor, Spacecoast Center for Independent Living, the Child Care Association and
PREVENT! Of Brevard…
“We had an outpouring of volunteerism this year. It was very inspiring,” said Celene
Morgan, NASA community relations coordinator for the event. “Our volunteer numbers
were up about 20 percent.”… Some organizations make a decision to work as a team
and others choose to do whatever they would like to do individually…”.

“KSC team members serve Baxley
Manor residents during Days of
Caring. The servers are (from left)
Aneta Ott, Dana St. Jean, Betty
Valentine and Bet Eldred.”

On page 2, “History presentation”. The caption for the photo on the following page is
“Brevard County History Volume 3, which includes historical pictures from Kennedy
Space Center, was recently presented to Center Director Roy Bridges by Jim Hattaway,
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representing the NASA Exchange stores. The sundry stores are selling the book.
Pictured from left are book author Doug Hendriksen, author Jim Ball, Bridges, KSC
archivist Elaine Liston and Hattaway.”

On page 6, “Hubble payload”.

“Part of the equipment to be used on mission STS-109, servicing the Hubble Space
Telescope, was moved into a facility at Kennedy Space Center Oct. 19. The primary
servicing tasks of the mission are to replace Solar Array 2 with Solar Array 3, replace
the Power Control Unit, remove the Faint Object Camera and install the Advanced
Camera for Surveys, install the NICMOS Cooling System, and install New Outer Blanket
Layer Insulation on bays 5 through 8. Mission STS-109 is scheduled for launch in midFebruary 2002.”
The facility above is, or was, the Vertical Processing Facility. The facility was
demolished some years back. If you did not know it, it’s like it was never there. The
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area is currently occupied by KaBOOM. The following verbiage and photo are from
pixels.com, circa 2019, about KaBOOM: “The Ka-Band radar has high range resolution
and high spatial resolution, able to detect near-Earth objects (NEOs), including small
objects and orbital debris in geosynchronous orbit around the Earth. KaBOOM is a
demonstration project for the later operational radar projects KARNAC (Ka band Array
Radar for NEO Accurate Characterization) and SOAR (Space Object Array Radar)…”.

On page 7, “Expedition 2”.

“Astronauts Jim Voss (left) and Susan Helms
planted a cherry laurel tree outside the KSC
Headquarters building Oct. 16. They were
commemorating their stay as Expedition 2 crew
members aboard the International Space Station.
Expedition 2, which also included cosmonaut Yury
Usachev, made the space voyage to the Station on
mission STS-102 in March 2001. After five months
on the Station, the crew returned to Earth, at the
KSC Shuttle Landing Facility, on mission STS-105 in
August 2001.”
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From The November 21, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 3, “STS-108 mission 1st utilization flight”. A portion of the feature reads
“Mission STS-108, the 12th Space Shuttle flight to the International Space Station (ISS),
was set at press time to launch Nov. 29. The 11-day mission is the first Utilization Flight
(UF1) of the Station program. The main objective of this mission is to transfer hardware
into the ISS and perform the third ISS crew rotation…
After serving on the Station for nearly four months, Expedition 3 crew members Frank
Culbertson, Vladimir Dezhurov and Mikhail Tyurin, will return to Earth aboard
Endeavour… The Raffaello Multi-Purpose Logistics Module (MPLM), carried in the
orbiter's payload bay, will deliver to the ISS experiments and hardware for use by the
Expedition Four crew…
Nearly 6,000 American flags will be carried aboard Endeavour. The “Flags for Heroes
and Families” campaign honors victims, survivors, and relief workers associated with
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the U.S. The families of victims and survivors will
receive these flags and a memorial certificate when the Endeavour crew returns.”

“The STS-108 crew leads the way to the Astrovan for a ride to Launch Pad 39B for a
simulated launch countdown. They are followed by the Expedition 4 crew. From front to
back, left and right, are Pilot Mark Kelly and Commander Dominic Gorie; Mission
Specialists Daniel Tani and Linda Godwin; Expedition 4 Commander Yuri Onufrienko;
astronauts Daniel W. Bursch and Carl E. Walz. The simulated countdown is part of
Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test activities, which have also included
emergency exit training from the orbiter.”
This seems like a good time to introduce the STS-108 mission patch and description
from Wikipedia. “…Shuttle Endeavour is seen approaching the International Space
Station. Two astronaut symbols represent the crew commanders of both ISS
expeditions. The ascending one represents cosmonaut Yury Onufriyenko of Russia.
(The ascending astronaut symbol shows a flag of Russia.) The descending astronaut
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symbol represents Frank Culbertson of the USA. This represents crew rotation, as three
stars are depicted on the symbols. The space shuttle crew members are depicted along
the border while the ISS crews are depicted along the chevron on the border of the
patch…

The crew patch depicts Endeavour and the ISS in the configuration at the time of arrival
and docking. The Station is shown viewed along the direction of flight as will be seen by
the Shuttle crew during their final approach and docking along the X-axis. The three
ribbons and stars on the left side of the patch signify the returning Expedition Three
crew. The red, white and blue order of the ribbons represents the American commander
for that mission. The three ribbons and stars on the right depict the arriving Expedition
Four crew. The white, blue, red order of the Expedition Four ribbon matches the color of
the Russian flag and signifies that the commander of Expedition Four is a Russian
cosmonaut. Each white star in the center of the patch represents the four Endeavour
crew members.
The names of the four astronauts who will crew Endeavour are shown along the top
border of the patch. The three astronauts and three cosmonauts of the two expedition
crews are shown on the chevron at the bottom of the patch.”
On pages 1 and 6, “New NASA Administrator nominated”. Part of the story reads
“President George W. Bush announced Nov. 14 he was nominating Sean O’Keefe,
deputy director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), as NASA’s new
administrator… Prior to his appointment at OMB, O’Keefe was the Louis A. Bantle
professor of business and government policy, an endowed chair, at the Syracuse
University Maxwell school of citizenship and public affairs…
In 1992, he was appointed as the secretary of the Navy by President George H.W.
Bush, and in 1989, served as comptroller and chief financial officer of the Department of
Defense for then Defense Secretary Dick Cheney…”.
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On page 8, “Astronauts inducted into the Hall of Fame”. A portion of the story reads
“The first four Space Shuttle astronauts were inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of
Fame on Nov 10 at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor. The four honorees, Robert
Crippen, Joe Engle, Frederick “Rick” Hauck and Richard Truly discussed their
experiences in the space program with the media on Nov. 9. All expressed pride in
having served in the program…
Crippen, who formerly served as KSC Director, became a NASA astronaut in
September 1969. He served as pilot on STS-1 and was the spacecraft commander on
STS-7, STS-41C and STS-41G. Like Truly, Crippen was a member of the astronaut
support crew for the Skylab 2, 3 and 4 missions, and served in this same capacity for
the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project.
Engle was commander of one of the two crews that flew the Shuttle approach and
landing test flights from June through October 1977. Engle and Truly flew the first flight
of the Space Shuttle in the orbital configuration. Engle was spacecraft commander on
STS-2 and STS-51-I. Truly was the pilot on the STS-2 flight, and commander for STS-8.
Hauck was pilot for STS-7, serving with Crippen, and spacecraft commander for STS
51-A. Hauck also served as spacecraft commander of Discovery on STS-26, the first
flight to be flown after the Challenger accident.”

“The first four Shuttle
astronauts share a moment of
nostalgia at the Kennedy Space
Center Visitor Complex.
Pictured from left are Richard
Truly, Frederick “Rick” Hauck,
Robert Crippen and Joe Engle.”

There is a good read about the United States Astronaut Hall of Fame on Wikipedia.

From the December 7, 2001, Spaceport News
On page 6, “Ready to go”. The caption for the photo on the next page is “Endeavour
is pictured on Launch Pad 39B with the Rotating Service Structure rolled back. The
Space Shuttle was awaiting launch on its STS-108 mission. At press time, the launch
was set for Dec. 4 at 5:45 p.m. EST.”
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From The December 21, 2001, Spaceport News
On pages 1 and 8, “STS-108 launch sends Sept. 11 flags to space”. In part, the
feature says “Space Shuttle Endeavour carried nearly 6,000 American flags and many
other special mementos into space when it launched Dec. 5. The flags were carried to
low Earth orbit for the “Flags for Heroes and Families” campaign honoring victims,
survivors and relief workers associated with the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the United
States… Endeavour returned to Kennedy Space Center with the flags and other
mementos on Dec. 17 at 12:55 p.m. Families of victims and survivors will receive the
flags and memorial certificates…
Following the STS-108 launch on Dec. 5,… in the Launch Control Center Firing
Room,… Daniel Mulville and Launch Director Mike Leinbach recognized New York
Police Department Detective Michael Jermyn during the postlaunch address. Jermyn
attended the launch as a guest representing the New York Police and Fire Departments
whose members lost their lives in the Sept. 11 attacks…
Mission STS-108 was the 12th Space Shuttle flight to the International Space Station
(ISS)… STS-108 was the final Shuttle mission of 2001 and the 107th Shuttle flight
overall.”
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“NASA’s Acting Administrator Daniel Mulville (center) joins Launch Director Mike
Leinbach (left) in recognizing New York Police Department Detective Michael Jermyn in
the LCC Firing Room after watching the launch of STS-108 on Dec. 5. Jermyn
represented the “Flags for Heros and Families” campaign.”
On pages 4 and 5, “Holiday Celebration”. The feature reads “NASA held its Holiday
Celebration at KARS II Dec. 13. Agency employees enjoyed singing by fellow
employees, a raffle and a buffet lunch. Center Director Roy Bridges and Deputy Director
James Jennings addressed the crowd with messages of good cheer.”
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