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2004 Spaceport News Summary 
The 2004 Spaceport News used the above banner for the year.  The Inside feature 
changed to an INDEX feature but was used sparingly, with article titles and page 
numbers on the left-hand lower side of the first page of the Spaceport News.  
 
 

Introduction 
 
The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 
1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 
weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 
Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 
issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 
until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The 
Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 
 
In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I 
added or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link. 
 
All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary.  The 
Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article. 
 
 

Followup From the 2003 Spaceport News Summary 
 
On page 58 of the 2003 Spaceport News Summary, there is the article ““Lighthouse 
restored to original 1894 specifications”, mentioning the oil house near the base of 
the lighthouse had been restored to its original condtion.  Well, in 2019, a replica of one 
of the lighthouse keeper’s cottages was rebuilt, now serving as a museum.  A photo 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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from the Florida Today of said cottage, from the July 25, 2019, issue of same, is below, 
including the photo caption.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
“The Cape Canaveral Lighthouse 
Foundation unveiled their new addition of 
an authentic replica of the lighthouse 
keeper’s cottage – built to present day 
code – near the base of the lighthouse.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This photo is of the lighthouse and 
surrounding cottages, circa 1965, from 
the lighthousefriends.com website, which 
includes a history of the lighthouse. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On page 51 of the 2003 Spaceport News Summary there is a Google Maps satellite 
view of SpaceX buildings at LC39A.  One building is labeled as “SpaceX Horizontal 
Assembly Facility”.  Below is a view of the actual building, noting the name of the 
building is “FALCON SUPPORT BUILDING”.  Note the Teslas in the foreground. 
 

 

https://www.lighthousefriends.com/light.asp?ID=364
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From The January 2, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Mars rover destined for New Year's landing”.  Part of the article reads 
“As the first of two Mars Exploration Rovers (MER) prepares to land on the red planet at 
11:35 p.m. this Saturday, the Launch Services Program mission team, comprising 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) liaison office, 
wait with excited anticipation as hours of hard work finally pay off. When MER-A “Spirit” 
lands on Mars and begins its search for evidence of water near an area that may once 
have been a lake, a second rover, MER-B “Opportunity” will near the planet for its turn 
to land Jan. 25 at 12:05 a.m. MER-B will land near a region containing exposed 
deposits of hematite…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“SPIRIT IS PROCESSED by the KSC and JPL 
team prior to launch” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 4, “Elementary class shares cookies for Holiday Coffee”.  Part of the story 
says “So, where did those delicious chocolate chip/oatmeal/walnut cookies at the 
Center Director’s Holiday Coffee come from? A third-grade class at Theodore Roosevelt 
Elementary School and the Doubletree Hotel in Cocoa Beach provided KSC with 2,003 
cookies as part of the hotel chain’s Great Community Cookie Giveaway. The program is 
part of Teaching Kids to CARE, an outreach initiative that encourages school children to 
start making conscious decisions about how they can serve their communities…”. 
 

“It was very rewarding to see the 
Theodore Roosevelt Elementary 
School and the Doubletree Hotel 
working together to teach Ms. 
Moskal’s third-grade class about 
sharing with the community,” said 
Mike Wetmore, the Space Shuttle 
deputy program manager for KSC, 
who accepted the cookies on behalf 
of Kennedy Space Center…”. 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Tis the Season - the KSC family celebrates the holidays 
together”.  The article reads “A Holiday Celebration for all KSC civil service personnel 
was held Dec. 16 at KARS 1, where a traditional holiday dinner, gifts and entertainment 
provided a festive atmosphere. The event was sponsored by the Change Leaders 
Network with assistance from the Combined Federal Campaign committee and funding 
from the NASA Exchange.”  
 

        
 

On the left, “SERVING AS HOSTS at this year’s Holiday Celebration were KSC Director 
Jim Kennedy (second from left), Deputy Director Woodrow Whitlow Jr. and Associate 
Director Jim Hattaway Jr.”  On the right, “…Center Director Jim Kennedy and Associate 
Director Jim Hattaway gave children of NASA employees a moment to introduce 
themselves and their parents, as well as pick out a gift” 
 
Woodrow is shaking hands with Matt English in the one photo.  Thanks a bunch Matt!!!!! 
 
 
 
 

From The January 16, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 3, “NASA's Spirit lives on Mars”.  Part of the feature says “A 
traveling robotic geologist from NASA landed on Mars and returned stunning images of 
the area around the landing site in Gusev Crater. Mars Exploration Rover Spirit 
successfully sent a radio signal after the spacecraft bounced and rolled for several 
minutes following its initial impact on Jan. 2 at 11:35 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. “This 
is a big night for NASA,” said NASA Administrator Sean O’Keefe. “We’re back. I am 
very, very proud of this team, and we’re on Mars.”… 
 
Spirit severed its final connection with the lander platform by firing a cable cutter and will 
now head northwest. The nation will then look ahead to the second landing, MER-B 
Opportunity, scheduled for Jan. 25…”. 
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“THE MARS EXPLORATION 
ROVER "SPIRIT" underwent 
final checkout last March at the 
Payload Hazardous Servicing 
Facility at KSC. A plaque 
mounted on the high-gain 
antenna commemorating the 
STS-107 Space Shuttle 
Columbia crew was installed on 
the rover during the procedure.” 
 
 
 
 

 
A close-up view of the Columbia plaque on Spirit, is below, from Spaceflight Now. 
 

 
 
 
On page 3, “Shuttle team selects Nickolenko as its 2003 best”.  A portion of the 
story says “Shuttle Processing’s Pete Nickolenko devotes the same dedication to 
Kennedy Space Center as he provides to his family, prompting his recognition as a 
2003 Employee of the Year… Nickolenko, who also enjoys golfing and fishing, works in 
the Shuttle Launch and Landing Office as a lead NASA test director. His regular duties 
include planning, developing and executing launch countdowns… “I work with an 
outstanding group of people in leading the Shuttle launch countdown.”… 
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“My family moved to Titusville in the early 1970s,” said Nickolenko. “I remember 
watching the last few Apollo launches from across the river and thinking that I wanted to 
be an astronaut. “Several years later, after I got married, I asked a family friend if he 
knew whether NASA had any job openings. I accepted a position as a vehicle 
operations engineer and have been working in some capacity of Shuttle operations ever 
since.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
“SHUTTLE PROCESSING'S PETE NICKOLENKO, 
whose regular duties include planning, developing 
and executing launch countdowns. He was also 
named his directorate's employee of the year.” 
 
 
 
 

 
Pete’s current bio from LinkedIn shows him as Virgin Galactic “Chief Engineer, 
Operations”. 
 
 
On page 6, “Space Station processing in high gear for return to flight”.  Part of the 
article states “As NASA prepares for Return to Flight, technicians at Kennedy Space 
Center’s Space Station Processing Facility (SSPF) are really hopping. Most 
International Space Station (ISS) payloads are processed in the SSPF, so there’s 
always plenty to do. Right now, there are four major Space Station elements that are 
being assembled and tested for upcoming Shuttle missions… 
 
Two major components being processed by the SSPF technicians are the 12A and 13A 
element power modules that include solar arrays… Processing of the elements is very 
close to completion… Japanese Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) technicians are 
working on another component, the Japanese Experiment Module (JEM), a research 
facility similar to the U.S. lab… U.S. Node 2, the element of the Station that will signal 
“Core Complete” when installed on orbit, is in its final assembly and servicing stage…  
 
The daily flurry of activity that goes on in the SSPF not only includes assembly and test 
of the truss cargo segments and Node 2, but preparation of the Multi-Purpose Logistics 
Modules (MPLMs), as well. The first two MPLMs, Leonardo and Raffaello, have already 
flown and are back in the SSPF to prepare for future missions. These modules are used 
for transporting science experiments and cargo to and from the ISS…”. 
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“THE SPACE STATION PROCESSING 
FACILITY high bay currently houses four 
major Space Station elements, including 
power modules that will deliver extra power 
required to conduct greater scientific 
research.” 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 7, “Cape Crusaders are Shuttle crew's eyes and ears”.  In part, the article 
states “Behind every Shuttle crew, there is a team of five to eight astronauts who serve 
as the crew’s point of contact between Johnson Space Center (JSC) in Houston and 
KSC on the Florida coast… They are the Astronaut Support Personnel (ASP), but 
because of their frequent trips to KSC, they’re better known as the Cape Crusaders… 
 
Astronaut Mike Foreman compares being a Cape Crusader to life in a military squadron. 
“You’re assigned to a squadron, and you have an office where you do your ground 
job… For each mission, they are present for a full-dress countdown rehearsal called the 
Terminal Countdown Demonstration Test, launch, and landing… Their duties include 
setting the Shuttle orbiter’s cockpit switches to the appropriate settings, participating in 
communication checks between the orbiter and the ground, strapping in the flight crew 
for launch and assisting with landing operations…  
 
The Cape Crusaders are based at JSC and managed by the Astronaut Office. 
Astronauts who are not currently training for an upcoming flight have technical 
assignments, and some participate in the Cape Crusader rotation… “Other than being 
on an actual flight crew, it’s the best astronaut job to have,” said Foreman…”. 
 

 
 
 
“MISSION SPECIALIST MIKE FOREMAN was a Cape 
Crusader on several Shuttle missions before he was named 
to the STS-120 crew. Cape Crusaders come to KSC 25-35 
times during a year of normal flight operations.”   
 

 
 

 

Getting ahead of things, Mike flew on STS-123 and STS-129.  According to a NASA 
press release, Mike retired from NASA in July 2015.  And according to Wikipedia, 
he was elected Mayor of Friendswood, Texas, in 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Foreman_(astronaut)
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Also on page 7, “Hold the door!”. 
   

 
 

“ENDEAVOUR IS TOWED in front of the Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) where it is 
going for temporary storage. The orbiter was moved from the Orbiter Processing Facility 
(OPF) to allow work to be performed that can only be accomplished while the bay is 
empty. It is expected to return to the OPF sometime next week.” 
 
This is Endeavour less OMS Pods, SSMEs, and the Forward Reaction Control System. 
 
 
 
 

From The January 30, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 7, “Bush gives NASA exciting new vision”.  Part of the feature 
states “President George W. Bush unveiled a new vision for space exploration, calling 
on NASA to “gain a new foothold on the moon and to prepare for new journeys to the 
worlds beyond our own.”… First, America will “finish what it started,” completing the 
International Space Station by 2010, he said… After the Station is complete, the Space 
Shuttle will be retired, having served nearly 30 years of duty. 
 

    
“IN THE KSC TELEVISION STUDIO, KSC management and other employees view the 
Jan. 14 announcement from President George W. Bush, who outlined a new vision for 
the Agency. On the right, “…the audience responds to the President's new vision.” 
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Bush’s second goal calls for the U.S. to begin developing a new manned exploration 
vehicle, called the Crew Exploration Vehicle (CEV). The first craft to explore beyond 
Earth orbit since the Apollo days… “Our third goal,” Bush said, “is to return to the moon 
by 2020, as the launching point for missions beyond.”… 
 
 
On page 4, “Spirit walks while Opportunity knocks”.  In part, the article states “A 
small impact crater on Mars is the new home for NASA’s Opportunity rover, which 
landed Jan. 25, and a larger crater is located nearby… Opportunity returned the first 
pictures of its landing site four hours after reaching Mars. The photos indicate the 
spacecraft sits in a shallow crater that is approximately 66 feet wide. NASA’s Mars 
Exploration Rover Spirit successfully drove off its lander platform and onto the soil of 
Mars Jan. 15. The robot snapped its first picture while looking back at the now empty 
lander and showing wheel tracks in the soil…”. 
 

    
 

On the left, “THIS IMAGE SHOWS one of Opportunity's first views (above) of the 
martian landscape after its successful Jan. 24 landing on Mars. This image was taken 
by the rover's navigation camera…”.  On the right, “…Spirit shows the rover's landing 
site, the Columbia Memorial Station, at Gusev Crater, Mars. The rover drove a distance 
of 10 feet in 78 seconds on its first journey.” 
 
There are extensive reads about Spirit and Opportunity in Wikipedia, along with some 
great photos. 
 
 
On page 8, “Malone takes helm of External Relations and Business Development”, 
by Linda Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “Kennedy Space Center 
Director Jim Kennedy announced recently that Lisa Malone was selected as director of 
KSC’s External Relations and Business Development (XA) Directorate. Malone 
succeeds JoAnn Morgan, who retired in August 2003… Most recently, Malone served 
as acting director of External Relations and Business Development. She was selected 
as the deputy director in April 2003… 
 
The Mobile, Ala., native began her career with NASA as a co-op student from 1982 to 
1984 and joined NASA in May 1984, following graduation from the University of  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spirit_(rover)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opportunity_(rover)
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Alabama in Tuscaloosa with a bachelor’s degree in communications. Malone received 
her master’s degree in management from Florida Institute of Technology in Melbourne 
in August 1995.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“LISA MALONE is the new director of KSC's 
External Relations and Business Development (XA) 
Directorate. Malone succeeds JoAnn Morgan, who 
retired in August 2003.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From The February 13, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “Spaceport helps fill troops' hearts and tummies on Valentine's 
Day”.  A portion of the story reads “Soldiers in Iraq spending Valentine's Day apart from 
loved ones will sample some sweet treats with the help of employees in the Chief 
Financial Office. The idea to start "Operation Cookies" began with a cookie swap 
between 14 KSC employees last Christmas, which was organized by Cheryl Ford. Joye 
Williamson of the IT Business Office decided to send the cookies she received to her 
nephew stationed in Iraq. 
 

At the beginning of the New Year, 
word spread of what Williamson 
had done. The troops were grateful 
for the cookies Joye sent to them 
via her nephew, Capt. Corey Price 
of the 54th Medical Company, Unit 
1293. Ford wanted to do something 
for the troops for Valentine's Day 
and a total of 23 employees from 
four directorates took part, donating 
home baked cookies and money for 

postage to send them to Iraq. The group brought their baked goods to KSC 
Headquarters for assembly on Feb. 2 and more than 480 cookies were mailed to the 
troops the next day… 
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Other KSC employees who gave their time and talent for the troops include John Zuber, 
Delores Abraham, Loraine Alton, Aimee Bergquist, Brian Burns, Carol Cavanaugh, 
Kristin Cobb, Lydia del Rio, Elisa Lopez, Linda Mullen, Penny Myers, Kim Myrick, Mary 
Repass-Friend, Ann Robertson, Sandy Walsh, Randy Wasserman, Michun Williams, 
Cynthia Kelley, Liz Osborne, Inna Hinson and Dian Farmer.” 
 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “Columbia and her crew soar in memories, inspire dreams”.  
Part of the story reads “The Space Mirror Memorial at the Visitor Complex reflected an 
overcast morning Feb. 1, during a public ceremony honoring fallen astronauts on the 
first anniversary of the Space Shuttle Columbia tragedy… Astronaut and Florida Space 
Authority Executive Director, Winston Scott was among those who shared memories 
with hundreds of people at the event. “I had the pleasure, and I do mean it was a 
pleasure, of flying aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia,” he said. “Columbia was a good 
ship, it really was… 
 
The crowd fell silent for a moment at 9:16 a.m., the target arrival of Columbia at the 
Shuttle Landing Facility last year. KSC Director Jim Kennedy then thanked the audience 
for the past year of devotion and commitment to the NASA family. “We do not do this 
job alone,” said Kennedy. “We do it with the collective wisdom of this nation, indeed, this 
world.”… 
 
The director then gave several examples of the “beauty of our collective human spirit,” 
including the work of the Columbia recovery, reconstruction and preservation crew. Dr. 
Woodrow Whitlow, KSC deputy director, then helped Kennedy place a wreath at the 
base of the Space Mirror. The Visitor Complex also handed out flowers for guests to lay 
at the memorial throughout the day…”. 
  

 
“At the podium in front of the Space Mirror Memorial at the KSC Visitor Complex is Dr. 
Stephen Feldman, president of the Astronaut Memorial Foundation.  He spoke to 
attendees at the memorial service remembering and honoring the crew of Columbia. 
With him (from left) are KSC Deputy Director Woodrow Whitlow Jr., Center Director Jim 
Kennedy and Executive Director of Florida Space Authority Winston Scott.” 
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On page 5, “VAB 16th floor A tower is Columbia's Arlington”.  In part, the article 
states “NASA Administrator Sean O’Keefe has designated the last Thursday in January 
as an annual NASA Remembrance Day. This is a day for the NASA family to take time 
to remember those who died in the pursuit of space exploration.  This year, the special 
day was held Jan. 29, and one minute of silence was observed to remember those 
dedicated people… 
 
In the Vehicle Assembly Building that day, Shuttle Launch Director Mike Leinbach, 
Center Director Jim Kennedy and NASA Vehicle Manager Scott Thurston unveiled a 
plaque honoring “Columbia, the crew of STS-107, and their loved ones.” The dedication 
of the plaque was made in front of the 40-member preservation team… Leinbach 
thanked the group for their hard work and for the respect they showed in handling the 
material… 
 
Astronaut Pam Melroy, who helped organize the collection efforts for the crew’s 
personal belongings, compared Columbia’s resting place on the 16th floor of the VAB to 
Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia, where many of the nation’s heroes are buried. 
“As I was thinking about it, I realized that this facility is Columbia’s Arlington,” said 
Melroy…”. 
   

   
On the left, “POSING WITH A PLAQUE dedicated to Columbia Jan. 29 are (left to right) 
United Space Alliance Project Leader for Columbia Reconstruction Jim Comer, Shuttle 
Launch Director Mike Leinbach, astronauts Douglas Hurley and Pam Melroy, Center 
Director Jim Kennedy and NASA Vehicle Manager Scott Thurston.” On the right, “A 20-
foot by 15-foot replica of the STS-107 logo has been installed above the A on the A 
tower in the transfer aisle of the Vehicle Assembly Building. The debris from the orbiter 
Columbia is permanently stored in the tower.” 
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I took the below photo in 2011, showing the STS-107 logo above the A in A tower.  
Shuttle mission banners were on display above the transfer aisle at the time.  The STS-
103 mission banner is on the left. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From The February 27, 2004, Spaceport News 

 
On page 2.  
 

 
 

A portion of the Update says “Hello everyone! Now that we’ve had a month and a half to 
hear and read about President George W. Bush’s new vision for space exploration, I’d 
like to share my views on the subject… First and foremost, the new vision is not about a 
destination; it’s about our destiny as explorers… Another aspect to realize is this vision 
is a journey and not a race. We’ll travel from the Earth to the Moon, Mars and beyond, 
one stepping stone at a time. Exploration of the Moon or Mars is not an end in itself, but 
a piece of a much larger exploration vision… 
 
Some people might think we can explore space with machines alone. My response is 
that both people and machines are needed in space. You can give robots intelligence,  
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but people bring judgment to every situation. Machines will never replace our 
imagination, sense of adventure, our ingenuity and our ability to adapt and solve 
problems while in space… I am very excited about the President’s Exploration Vision 
and believe it is good for the nation, the Agency and the Kennedy Space Center. Let’s 
not lose sight, however, of the fact that the first steps of the vision include a safe return 
to flight for the Shuttle and completion of the International Space Station…”. 
 
 
On page 8, “Shuttle launch date targeted for March 2005”.  A portion of the feature 
states “NASA’s Space Flight Leadership Council, which is charged with the oversight of 
the Agency’s return-to-flight efforts, moved the target window for the next flight of the 
Space Shuttle to March 2005. More time is needed to assess the condition of the rudder 
speed brake actuators on the Space Shuttle orbiters; research, analyze and test a 
larger area of the Shuttle’s external fuel tank for potential foam insulation loss; and 
design and build a new camera/laser boom that would be used by the Shuttle’s robotic 
arm to help inspect for possible damage while in orbit…”.   
 
 
 

 

From The March 12, 2004, Spaceport News  

 
On pages 3 and 8, “Early space pioneers knew Whitehead as 'an exception to the 
rule'”, by Jennifer Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  Part of the article states “Living life to the 
fullest may sound like a cliché to those who haven’t witnessed anyone doing so. But 
those who’ve met, worked with, and heard legendary stories about Kennedy Space 
Center’s Virginia Whitehead know just how inspiring that mission truly is… 
 
Most of us have attended retirement coffees and bid tearful farewells to longtime 
colleagues who shared an office with us for decades. Like those relationships, 
Whitehead’s time at KSC spans many years… At age 10, she identified her fondness 
for astronomy. Her interest in rocketry began while working at Johns Hopkins’ Applied 
Physics Lab in Maryland after attending college. Whitehead’s duties included 
interpreting data for Wallops Flight Facility missile launches in Virginia… 
 

 
She then applied her knowledge at a California observatory, 
in the missile industry again, and eventually at NASA’s White 
Sands Test Facility in New Mexico…  “[Dr. Kurt] Debus, 
[Wernher] Von Braun and Karl Sendler used to come running 
into my office and grab the film out of my hands,” she said. 
“When I was out there, it was all optical data. Telemetry was 
just getting started. I would tell them how fast a missile was 
rolling or turning.” 
 
 
 

“VIRGINIA WHITEHEAD recently turned 80 years-young.” 
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On page 7, “KSC donates historic space images to Brevard County”.  In part, the 
story reads “KSC recently donated 35,000-plus NASA historic photographs and 
transparencies to the Brevard County Historical Commission. KSC Director Jim 
Kennedy and Lisa Malone, director of External Relations and Business Development 
(shown), accepted a plaque commemorating the donation at an open house Feb. 27 in 
Cocoa’s Byrd Plaza. The images include Space Shuttle and Expendable Launch 
Vehicle missions between 1978 and 2002. The Historical Commission, appointed by the 
Brevard County Commission, was established to help document Brevard’s history…”. 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 

From The March 26, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 6, “Expedition 7 member wards off bone loss in space”, by Jeff Stuckey, 
Editor.  In part, the article reads “Dr. Ed Lu, a U.S. astronaut who has flown on two 
Shuttle missions, found a way to combat bone loss when traveling for long periods of 
time in space. “Under weightlessness, you have to keep your bones and muscles 
happy,” Lu told an audience during his March 10 presentation in the Training 
Auditorium. 
 
“We worked out three hours a day. This was an important part of what we did up there, 
because we are finding that astronauts can eliminate most of the muscle and bone loss 
by working out extra hard. “In fact, I came back with no bone loss after six months in 
space, but I did work out more than most astronauts have,”… “Bone and muscle loss is 
just one possible problem of going to Mars, but we may be on our way to solving that.” 
 
The astronaut, who is the first American to launch and land aboard a Russian Soyuz 
spacecraft, returned to KSC to talk about his six-month experience aboard the 
International Space Station. Lu discussed his prelaunch activities and the differences 
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between a Space Shuttle and a Soyuz spacecraft. The pre-launch processing is very 
different in Russia, according to Lu. The Soyuz rocket is brought to the pad just two 
days before the launch. “In Russia, it’s actually considered bad luck for the crew to 
watch their ship go out to the launch pad,” Lu said… The big difference in a Shuttle and 
a Soyuz is that the engines on the latter are completely liquid-fueled…”. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

From the April 9, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “Debus Award surprises Talone”.  A portion of the article states 
“At the recent Debus Award Banquet, 2004 recipient John “Tip” Talone Jr. was humbled 
to see his name added to the trophy bearing past honorees… “I’m really honored to be 
on that list, and I’m not convinced I belong on there, particularly when I see number one 
on the trophy, George Page (launch director for the first Space Shuttle mission in 1981), 
who set a standard for all of us that few could live up to,” said Talone…”. 
 

“PICTURED FROM LEFT are 
recipients of the Debus Award: 
Forrest McCartney, former KSC 
Director; Lee Solid, former vice 
president of Rockwell Florida 
Operations; Dr. Maxwell King, retired 
Brevard Community College 
president; John "Tip" Talone, director 
of the International Space 
Station/Payloads Processing; Bob 

Sieck, retired director of Launch Processing and Operations; Ernie Briel, president of 
BRPH Architect and Engineering Co.; Adrian Laffitte, director of Atlas launch operations 
at CCAFS for Lockheed Martin Space and Strategic Missiles.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Record crowd enjoys fun in the sun at the 2004 KSC All-
American Picnic”.  In part, the story says “With an estimated record crowd of more 
than 7,500 people, attendees at the 2004 Kennedy Space Center All-American picnic 
enjoyed a chance to meet their co-workers’ families and friends while basking in perfect 
Florida weather… 
 
Seventy-one unique automobiles and motorcycles were on display at the Car Show. 
Winners included: • Director’s Choice - Kim Shiflett’s Harley Heritage • Deputy Director’s 
Choice - Ray Smyth Jr.’s 1966 Ford Mustang • Astronaut’s Choice - Howard Van 
Sciver’s 1957 Pontiac GTO.” 
 

    
“…The parade featured NASA astronauts (from left) Kay Hire, Ron Garan, Nicole Stott, 
Steve Frick along with Center Director Jim Kennedy (waving), Bernadette Kennedy, 
Associate Center Director Jim Hattaway, Judy Hattaway and Sparky, the KSC Fire 
Department mascot…”. On the right, “…David Penca, Web editor for ASRC and local 
artist, provided caricatures at the picnic…”.  
 
 
 
 

From The April 23, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Crawford and Kross added to KSC's team”.  A portion of the article 
reads “James L. “Larry” Crawford is the Director of the newly created Safety and 
Mission Assurance (S&MA) organization at KSC, where he will manage nearly 250 
professionals assigned to ensure KSC is a safe workplace and mission success is 
accomplished. In addition, Dennis A. Kross is the new Space Shuttle Deputy Program 
Manager, where he is responsible for all aspects of Space Shuttle preparation, launch 
and return of the orbiter to KSC following flight… 
 
Prior to his selection for the KSC post, Crawford served as the Deputy Director for 
Safety at the NASA Engineering and Safety Center at the Langley Research Center in 
Virginia. The new S&MA Directorate at KSC is being created to centralize the safety 
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and mission assurance mission into one organization. Specifically, the new directorate 
will help address recommendations documented in the Columbia Accident Investigation 
Board… Joining KSC from NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center, Kross served as the 
Director of the Space Transportation Directorate since 2000…”. 
  

    
    Larry Crawford     Denny Kross 
 
 
 
 

From The May 7, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 4 and 5, “Space explorers soar into Astronaut Hall of Fame”, by Linda 
Heiney, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “A collection of U.S. astronauts 
representing more than four decades of space exploration gathered May 1 to see five 
former Space Shuttle colleagues inducted into the Astronaut Hall of Fame… 
 
Legendary space author Andrew Chaikin served as the event’s Master of Ceremonies. 
Astronauts’ family members, friends and other VIPs joined hundreds of space 
enthusiasts at the ceremony, which took place at the Apollo/Saturn V Center… “These 
men and women are not just heroes because of what they did,” Chaikin said… They are 
heroes because they represent the best of us, and inspire us to become more than we 
already are.” 

 

“FIVE SPACE PROGRAM 
HEROES were inducted into 
the U.S. Astronaut Hall of 
Fame on May 1. From left, 
they are: Frederick D. Gregory, 
the first African-American to 
command a space mission and 
the current NASA Deputy 
Administrator; Richard O. 
Covey, commander of the 
Hubble Space Telescope 
repair mission; June Scobee, 

on behalf of her late husband Francis R. ‘Dick’ Scobee, commander of the ill-fated 1986 
Challenger mission; Kathryn D. Sullivan, the first American woman to walk in space; 
and Norman E. Thagard, the first American to occupy Russia's Mir space station.” 
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On page 3, “NASA engineer’s childhood dream led to Discovery”.  A portion of the 
feature says “Ever since the third grade, Stephanie Stilson knew she would one day 
work for NASA. Little did Stilson imagine she would be responsible for a Space Shuttle. 
“My father took me to visit the Kennedy Space Center (KSC) in Florida when I was 
nine,” Stilson said. “I told him then that when I grew up, I was going to work for NASA…  
 

 
 
 
 

“STEPHANIE STILSON is the Space Shuttle Discovery 
vehicle manager at KSC, NASA's primary space launch 
facility. She oversees all activities associated with planning 
and preparing the orbiter for space.” 
 
 
 

 

Stilson began her career with NASA in 1989 as a cooperative education student, while 
double majoring in computer and electrical engineering at North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh, N.C. In 1995, she began working as an electrical and data 
systems engineer on Spacelab… Her expertise led to her assignment as director for 
multi-element integration testing on the International Space Station…  
 
In 2001, Stilson was offered the opportunity to become the vehicle manager for 
Discovery… “The best part about that is when we get to talk to crew members’ families,” 
Stilson said. “As soon as Discovery has launched, we let them know how excited we are 
to be a part of their family now. That’s really neat for me.” 
 
 
 
 

From The May 21, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “Bartell focuses on KSC's role in new vision”, by Linda Herridge, Staff 
Writer.  A portion of the story reads “Opportunity is the word Shannon Bartell, director of 
Kennedy Space Center’s new Exploration Office, uses to describe the Vision for Space 
Exploration and the importance of KSC’s role in it… Bartell’s office will lead Center 
efforts to ensure it supports the requirements of the Vision for Space Exploration… 
 
During Bartell’s career of more than 20 years, she has touched practically every 
program at KSC. Formerly, she was the director of KSC’s Safety, Health and 
Independent Assessment Directorate; deputy director of Space Station and Shuttle 
Payloads; and director of flight systems in the Payloads Directorate… She recently was 
the assistant program manager for the Orbital Space Plane program…. 
 
When Bartell is not concentrating on the future of space exploration, she keeps her feet 
firmly on the ground by hiking or finding a quiet place to read science fiction novels. Her 
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favorite hiking spot in Florida is along the coast from New Smyrna Beach to Playalinda 
Beach…”. 
 

 

 
 
“SHANNON BARTELL, director of Kennedy Space 
Center's new Exploration Office, will lead Center efforts 
to ensure it supports the requirements of the Vision for 
Space Exploration. Her new responsibilities also include 
serving as the interface between KSC and the NASA 
Headquarters Office of Exploration Systems.” 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 8, “New technology improves LCC conference room”, by Jennifer 
Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “The gadgets sound like the latest 
items on display in an electronics store: two high-definition TV screens, four suspended 
plasma displays, and professional DVD and VHS players. But they’re actually among 
the high-tech equipment in the new Processing Support Conference Center (PSCC), 
located in Room LCC 4P10 of the Launch Control Center. Its doors officially opened 
May 10 after seven months of construction. “It was designed and built to support 
Mission Management Team meetings before, during and after a Shuttle launch,” said 
Joe Madden, the project manager… 
 
Madden said the new room, which accommodates approximately 150 people, is a 
reality because of the vision of Conrad Nagel, acting deputy director of Shuttle 
Processing… The PSCC is still evolving. “Future upgrades include the addition of an 
automated Video Teleconferencing System, a 60” diagonal plasma HDTV, HDTV video 
processing capabilities, an electronic drawing board and a control system upgrade for 
intercenter meeting collaboration…”. 

 

 
 
 
“THE NEW Processing Support 
Conference Center (PSCC), 
located in Room LCC 4P10 of 
the Launch Control Center.” 
   

 
    
 
 
 

 

LCC 4P10 was also used for Shuttle Daily Integrated Scheduling Meetings, Shuttle 
Launch Countdown Pretest Briefings and other meetings.  Since 1981, when I first 
started working at KSC, such meetings moved from LCC 3R22, then 1R29 and then to 
4P10. 
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Also on page 8, “Sea turtles get new lease on life”. 

 

 
 
 
“THREE GREEN sea turtles are 
released into the Mosquito Lagoon at 
KSC. The turtles were rescued at 
KSC in January 2003 after being 
stunned by cold temperatures 
experienced in Central Florida, and 
rehabilitated at the Clearwater 
Aquarium. They were fitted with 
tracking devices.” 
 
 

 
      
 
 

From The June 4, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Daughter is SHARP enough to follow in mom's footsteps”, by 

Jennifer Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  Part of the article says “As the Agency looks forward to 
landmarks in discovery, NASA can view its history of progression in workplace equality 
as a success. Women certainly weren’t flooding the Space Program workforce in its 
infancy, but the Agency has evolved into a place where women not only work, but lead 
the way in many respects. 

 

 
 
“MELISSA JONES (left), a 
United Space Alliance 
employee and former 
SHARP participant, and her 
mom, Sue Hutchinson, a 
KSC quality assurance 
specialist, recently worked 
in the mid-body of 
Endeavour at the same 
time.” 
 
 

A unique mother-daughter duo exemplifies this evolution and shows how programs like 
the Summer High School Apprentice Research Program (SHARP) produce NASA’s 
future explorers. Sue Hutchinson, a KSC quality assurance specialist, has worked at 
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NASA for 21 years. That’s nearly the amount of time her oldest daughter, Melissa 
Jones, has been alive. Jones, a former SHARP participant, is a new member of United 
Space Alliance’s Communications and Tracking Engineering Group… 
 
In 1998, Jones and her younger sister, Leslie Hutchinson, participated in SHARP as 
New Smyrna Beach High School students. Later, they both graduated from the 
University of Central Florida… “I think the neatest thing of all was that recently, Melissa 
and I were in the mid-body of Endeavour at the same time working on unrelated jobs, 
which was totally unexpected,” said Sue, who works in the Orbiter Processing Facilities. 
“While we were in Endeavour, I wondered if this was the first mother and daughter 
working in the mid-body at the same time.”  
 
 

 
On page 6, “Kennedy enjoys super relationship with nearby communities”, by Jeff 
Stuckey, Editor.  In part, the feature says “Kennedy Space Center Director Jim Kennedy 
talked about the beneficial mutual relationship the Center and surrounding communities 
enjoy at the annual Community Leaders Breakfast held May 24 at the Debus Center. 
That relationship is like an extended family… 
 
The number one priority at KSC is that we are actively engaged in ground operations, 
launch, and landing of the Space Shuttle, according to Kennedy. He said we have to get 
back to flying to accomplish our second priority, which is work on the International 
Space Station. All of these activities require an investment in Spaceport and range 
technologies so that we can be the Spaceport for the future…”. 
 

 
 
 
On page 6, “Columbia debris on loan for research”.  Part of the article reads “The 
first pieces of Space Shuttle Columbia debris are on loan to a nongovernmental agency 
for testing and research. The Aerospace Corporation in El Segundo, Calif., will receive 
graphite/epoxy honeycomb skins from an Orbital Maneuvering System pod, Main 
Propulsion System Helium tanks, a Reaction Control System Helium tank and a Power 
Reactant Storage Distribution system tank… 
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The company will use the parts to study re-entry effects on composite materials…  
The Aerospace Corporation will have the debris for one year to perform analyses to 
estimate maximum temperatures during reentry based upon the mass of the recovered 
composite.” 

 

 
 
 
“SHUTTLE PROGRAM employees Amy 
Mangiacapra, James "JC" Harrison (left) 
and Scott Thurston, NASA vehicle 
manager, prepare Columbia debris for 
shipment to The Aerospace 
Corporation.”     
 
 

 
 
 
 

From The June 18, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “How to say 'Thanks'to our brave military overseas”.  In part, the story 
reads “Space Gateway Support Information Management (IM) employees have been 
shipping care packages to military troops in Iraq and Afghanistan since April…  
 
Items being shipped include basic food, personal hygiene items, entertainment media 
and even small stuffed animals for the troops to pass out to local children. Some of the 
most requested items are eye wash, AA batteries, magazines, paperback books, 
crossword puzzles/word search, any type of small board or card games, powdered 
drinks, and snacks/breakfast food/fruits/ soups that do not melt. Each box is sent to a 
soldier with a “thank you” note inside.” 
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From The July 2, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 6, “Johnson is new manager of Launch Integration”.  Part of the feature 
says “Space Shuttle Program Manager Bill Parsons has named Greg Johnson as the 
manager of Launch Integration at Kennedy Space Center. Johnson began his new 
position June 14 and is responsible for all aspects of Space Shuttle preparation, launch 
and return of the orbiter to KSC following flight… 
 
Johnson joins KSC from the Johnson Space Center in Houston, where he was selected 
in 1998 as class leader of the 17th group of NASA astronauts… He held previous 
positions as an aerospace engineer and research pilot at Johnson’s Aircraft Operations 
Division at Ellington Field… Formerly of Seattle, Johnson… is a graduate of the U.S. Air 
Force Test Pilot School.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“GREG JOHNSON is the manager of Launch 
Integration at KSC.” 
 
 
 
 

 

Greg was the pilot for STS-125.  From Wikipedia, “…He has logged over 10,800 flight 
hours in 50 aircraft types and has accumulated over 500 carrier landings. He retired 
from the U.S. Navy with over 30 years of service effective October 1, 2007…”.  Greg 
retired from NASA in 2018.   
 
 
On page 7, “Stanley Cup visits KSC”. 

 
 

 
“IN THE ORBITER PROCESSING 
FACILITY, KSC employees take in the 
nostalgia of the Stanley Cup, won this year 
by the National Hockey League's Tampa 
Bay Lightning. The Cup was also on 
display in the Training Auditorium, where 
sports fans lined up for a glimpse. Jay 
Feaster, general manager of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, and Mike Bolt, Stanley Cup 
keeper, brought the prestigious trophy to 
KSC. The cup weighs 35 pounds and is 
more than 100 years old…”. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_C._Johnson
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On page 8, “Launch team shares excitement of Cassini's voyage”.  A portion of the 
feature states “Members of the Cassini team recently had an advance celebration 
anticipating the vehicle’s upcoming four-year visit to Saturn… The European Space 
Agency, Italian Space Agency and other academic and industrial groups collaborated 
with NASA to launch a Titan IVB/Centaur rocket Oct. 15, 1997, from Cape Canaveral… 
 
“This mission brought all people from all walks of life,” said Chuck Dovale, avionics 
branch chief for the mission… “There are times when we have disagreements,” said 
Ray Lugo, who served as NASA’s launch manager. “If they always agreed with me, we 
probably wouldn’t get the best solution… The spacecraft has relied on three 
radioisotope thermoelectric generators. “We spent three years planning radiological 
contingencies,” explained NASA safety manager Ron Gillett.” 
 

  
 
 
 
 

From the July 16, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “35 years ago today: "We have liftoff!” 

 

 
 
 
 
“When Apollo 11 launch commentator Jack King excitedly 
proclaimed those words on July 16, 1969, at 9:32 a.m. EDT, 
nearly everyone in the world stopped what they were doing 
and watched it on television…”. 
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On page 2, “Center employees saw Eagle crew launch to history”, by Kay Grinter, 
Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “On July 16, 1969, everyone employed at the 
John F. Kennedy Space Center reported to work with essentially the same job to do… 
 
Jack King arrived in the firing room at 2 a.m., in time for propellant loading of the 
behemoth Saturn V on Launch Complex 39A. As the “voice of NASA,” he was well 
practiced. He’d been countdown commentator since the Gemini IV launch… “The 
atmosphere was electric in the firing room,” Jack recalls. “The countdown had only two 
minor glitches: a faulty instrumentation light and a leak in a liquid hydrogen replenishing 
valve for the third stage. We were 10 or 15 minutes ahead in the count all the way 
down, one of the smoothest in my experience… 
 
Ron Woods was a space suit technician for ILC, the Apollo suit manufacturer. 
“Basically, it was our jobs to ensure that the suiting process was a relaxing part of the 
prelaunch activities. At 23 years old, I was a lot more nervous than the astronauts,” he 
recalls. “That morning, I helped Buzz Aldrin don his suit, and rode out to the pad and up 
the elevator to the 320-foot level with the crew. I waited outside with Buzz for his turn in 
the White Room. He calmly watched the propellant venting and ice falling off the 
Saturn V.” 
 

      
“JACK KING (left) served as launch commentator for the Apollo 11 launch. Ron Woods 
was a space suit technician for ILC, the Apollo suit manufacturer. Woods painted the 
picture behind him.” 
 
 

On page 6, “Apollo 11 Firsts”.  “*Crew assisted landing on the Moon and return   
 

* Lunar surface extravehicular activity 
* Human footprint on lunar surface 
(Armstrong’s left foot) 
* Seismometer and laser reflector deployed on 
the Moon 
* Solar wind experiment deployed on the Moon 
* Lunar soil and rock samples returned to Earth 
* Test of landing radar and systems on Lunar     
Module under operational conditions 
* First meal on Moon consisted of four bacon 
squares, three sugar cookies, peaches, 
pineapple-grapefruit drink and coffee.”  
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Also on page 6, “Remembering 1969”. 

• Richard Nixon is President 

• U.S. population is approximately 202,677,000 

• Midnight Cowboy wins ‘Best Picture’ Oscar Award 

• Children’s Television Workshop introduces Sesame Street 

• Simon and Garfunkel win Record of the Year Grammy music award for Mrs. 
Robinson 

• Judith Ford from Illinois crowned Miss America 

• The scanning electron microscope is developed 

• The use of the chemical DDT is banned in residential areas 
  
 
On page 10. 

 

“CURRENT EXECUTIVE director of 
the Florida Space Research Institute 
Dr. Sam Durrance shares stories of 
his experiences as a Shuttle 
astronaut with enthralled students in 
a classroom at Oscar Patterson 
Elementary Magnet School in 
Panama City. Durrance joined 
Center Director Jim Kennedy in a 
visit to the Florida NASA Explorer 
School to shareAmerica's new 
Vision for Space Exploration with 
the next generation of explorers.” 

 
 
On page 12. 
    

 
 
 
 
“DURING AN ANNIVERSARY 
banquet at KSC's Apollo/Saturn V 
Center honoring the people who 
made the entire Apollo program 
possible, former astronauts Neil 
Armstrong (left) and Gene Cernan 
talk about their experiences.” 
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From The July 30, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 4 and 4, “Shuttle Discovery marching toward safe Return to Flight”, by 
Charlie Plain, Staff Writer.  Part of the story reads “Cocooned in scaffolding and 
transforming at the hands of hundreds of skilled technicians, the orbiter Discovery is 
well on its way to being ready for the Space Shuttle Program’s Return to Flight… In the 
spotlight among the completed work is the reinstallation of the Shuttle’s Reinforced 
Carbon-Carbon (RCC) wing panels. The panels hang on the leading edge of the orbiter 
and protect the wings as they heat up during reentry… 
 
“At this point, I feel very confident and optimistic about a March launch,” said NASA 
Vehicle Manager Stephanie Stilson. However, she was quick to caution that Discovery 
won’t fly until the necessary work is done, no matter how long that takes. “We’re not 
going to fly until we’re safe to fly; that’s the bottom line,” said Stilson…”. 
 

 
“STEPHANIE STILSON (left), NASA Vehicle Manager, briefs the media attending an 
informative workshop and tour of the Orbiter Processing Facility housing the Space 
Shuttle Discovery at KSC. During this event, the media received the latest information 
on Discovery’s processing and viewed workers preparing the vehicle for its safe return 
to flight." 
 

 
 
 
 
“Workers in the Orbiter Processing Facility 
watch closely as Discovery's Forward 
Reaction Control System is lowered into 
position in the orbiter's forward fuselage 
nose area.” 
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On page 8, “Senator John Kerry visits Spaceport”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“SEN. JOHN F. KERRY, D-Mass., holds a public meeting at the Dr. Kurt H. Debus 
Conference Facility at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. Accompanying him, 
from left, are Sens. Bob Graham, D-Fla., and Bill Nelson, D-Fla., and former Sen. John 
H. Glenn, D-Ohio. Kerry said he chose to speak at KSC because it symbolizes 
Americaís commitment to science, innovation and technology.” 
 
 
 
 

From The August 13, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2. 
 

Part of the Update states 
“Greetings, everyone! It was 
another spectacular couple of 
weeks around the Space Center. 
Leading the way was the 
mesmerizing launch of 
MESSENGER aboard a Boeing 
Delta II rocket Aug. 3… In March 
2011, the world will benefit from 
the fruits of your labor when 
MESSENGER orbits Mercury and 

sends back critical information about this mysterious planet… Steady and firm progress 
continues for our Space Shuttle Return to Flight efforts. Discovery just completed its last 
major power-down modifications, a significant milestone achievement… 
 
While it’s easy to write about in a 200-word article, certainly these were not “simple” 
modifications to design and install. Major effort was invested for each modification and 
the dedication of our KSC workforce came ringing through with the completion of 
Discovery’s power-down. I want to thank everyone for their diligence and I’m confident 
that when Discovery launches for the International Space Station in March, it’ll be the 
safest launch in program history…”. 
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On page 7, “Take Our Children To Work Day at KSC”.  The story reads “Kennedy 
Space Center employees participated in Take Our Children To Work Day July 27 with a 
kick-off event at the IMAX 2 Theater in the Visitor Complex. Other activities included 
emergency response vehicles and a K9 unit demonstration in the Headquarters parking 
lot; fingerprinting inside the Headquarters building; an International Space Station 
components tour in the Space Station Processing Facility; and the movie “Boy From 
Mars” in the Training Auditorium.“ 
 

    
 
 
On page 8, “KSC completes first full Shuttle main engine.”  Part of the feature says 
“Boeing-Rocketdyne recently completed the build-up and avionics testing of engine 
2058, the first SSME fully assembled at Kennedy Space Center. Last week, in the 
Space Shuttle Main Engine (SSME) Processing Facility, technicians hoisted the more 
than 7,500-pound engine from its vertical work stand into a horizontal position in 
preparation for shipment to NASA’s Stennis Space Center in Mississippi to undergo a 
hot fire acceptance test. 
 

 
 
“IN THE Space Shuttle Main Engine 
(SSME) Processing Facility, Boeing 
Rocketdyne employees secure SSME 
2058, the first SSME fully assembled at 
KSC, onto an engine stand. Each engine 
is 14 feet long, with a 7.5-foot diameter 
nozzle.” 
 
 



Page 31 
 

Historically, SSMEs were built and assembled at Boeing Rocketdyne facilities in 
Canoga Park, Calif., with post-flight inspections performed at KSC. Both functions were 
consolidated in February 2002. Engine 2058 is the first of five engines to be fully 
assembled on site, to reach the desired number of 15 SSMEs ready for launch at any 
given time in the Space Shuttle Program…”. 
 
 
 
 

From The August 27, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 4, “KSC reservists recount tour of duty in Middle East”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “Kennedy Space Center Reservists 
Charles Gambaro, Lisa Parada and Brad Frizzell are spending time with their loved 
ones at home now that their tour of service in the Middle East is over. But a part of their 
hearts and minds remain with those who are still serving. 
 
“You never knew what was going to happen next,” said NASA Quality Assurance 
Specialist Frizzell, an Air Force Reservist with the 301st Rescue Squadron. He served 
as a helicopter flight engineer in Iraq from June to September 2003. Stationed at 
Baghdad International Airport, Frizzell’s unit provided combat search and rescue for 
downed pilots or small teams needing emergency evacuation. “We averaged a 30- 
minute response time to get up in the air,” he said. “We slept in 10-person tents and 
spent a lot of time doing urban operations training to build our skills up,” Frizzell said. 
“We survived airport bombings by insurgents, the blazing heat and the native camel 
spiders - a very dangerous spider that you want to avoid.” 
 

 
 
 
“STATIONED AT BAGHDAD International 
Airport, Reservist Brad Frizzell (right) and his 
unit provided combat search and rescue for 
downed pilots or small teams needing 
emergency evacuation.” 
 
 
 
 

Gambaro, a U.S. Army Reserve Colonel, left Ft. Stewart, Ga., bound for Kuwait in late 
April 2003. One week later, he flew into Baghdad to serve as commander of an 
engineer group attached to the 101st Airborne Division, known as “The Screamin’ 
Eagles.” Stationed in Mosul, near the Tigris River and 700 miles north of Kuwait, 
Gambaro commanded the activities of 2,500 soldiers, including well drillers, firefighters, 
plumbers, electricians, carpenters and welders. Under Gambaro’s direction, the unit 
renovated schools, prisons, police stations and orphanages in Mosul and the 
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surrounding areas… Gambaro’s typical workday included ambushes, mortar rounds, 
rocket-propelled grenades and car bombs… 
 
Lisa Parada, a NASA program analyst in the CCSMO, is an Air Force Reservist with the 
920th Maintenance Group from Patrick Air Force Base. She was stationed at Baghdad 
International Airport from May to September 2003. Parada coordinated the maintenance 
activities of 30 technicians to make sure three H60 Pave Hawk Helicopters worked 
around the clock… Parada’s unit survived mortar attacks and scorching heat. They 
were cheered up by letters from schoolchildren and care packages from home… She 
also served in Kuwait from June to September 2002 and worked on HC-130 mid-air 
refueling rescue planes.” 
 
 
On page 4, “First booster segment prepared for Return to Flight”. 
  

“Paul Gutierrez, United Space 
Alliance associate program manager 
for the Solid Rocket Booster Element 
(below), congratulates employees at 
the Assembly and Refurbishment 
Facility for preparing the first (left) 
solid rocket booster aft skirt for 
mission STS-114 on schedule. The 
segment, seen behind Gutierrez, will 
be transferred to the Rotation 
Processing and Surge Facility.” 

 
 
 
 

From The September 24, 2004, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 2, “KSC recovers, assesses damage from Hurricane Frances”.  In 
part, the article says “Kennedy Space Center’s nearly 14,000 employees returned to 
work Sept. 13, following an 11-day closure of the Center for Hurricane Frances… the 
storm… brought sustained winds greater than 70 mph for 30 hours and gusts as high as 
94 mph… 
 
NASA’s three Space Shuttle orbiters — Discovery, Atlantis and Endeavour — along 
with the Shuttle launch pads and all of the critical flight hardware for the orbiters and the 
International Space Station, remained well protected and sustained no damage… The 
Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB), the Thermal Protection System Facility (TPSF) and 
the Processing Control Center (PCC) felt the most effect from the hurricane and 
received significant damage. Additionally, the Operations and Checkout Building, 
Vertical Processing Facility, Hangar AE, Hangar S and Hangar AF Small Parts Facility 
sustained substantial damage… 
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The VAB lost nearly 850 aluminum panels (14 feet by 6 feet each) on the exterior of the 
building, leaving approximately 20 percent of the interior open to outside conditions. The 
roof of the VAB also saw considerable damage…”. 
 

 
 
The above photo is from inside the VAB, looking out.  The following photo, from 
NASASpaceFlight, is looking in. 
 

 
 
 
On page 1, “Space Shuttle Return to Flight date to change”.  The feature states 
“NASA is working to determine how four hurricanes that affected several Centers this 
year will impact efforts to return the Space Shuttle to flight. Officials in NASA’s human 
space flight program determined the March-April window is no longer achievable. The 
leadership council directed the Space Shuttle Program to assess how it would meet 
Return to Flight milestones for the next available launch window, which opens May 14, 
2005. A new date will be determined at a late October council meeting.” 
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From The October 8, 2004, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 2, “Kennedy appreciates work force's attitude after hurricanes”, 
by Jeff Stuckey, Editor.  Part of the feature reads “As Hurricane Jeanne left Brevard 
County, the collective sighs of relief from Kennedy Space Center’s workers couldn’t 
match the loud winds they’d endured for hours. Just as some employees’ homes 
sustained little damage while others were less fortunate, several KSC facilities were 
nearly unscathed and others suffered noticeable damages… 
 
Jeanne was targeted to be a category 3 or 4 direct hit at the Center, but because the 
storm continued on its western path and entered 61 miles south, we were spared the 
brunt of the hurricane-force winds,” Jim Kennedy said. “The VAB only lost an additional 
30 panels, there was virtually no loss of power and the facilities really weathered the 
storm well.” Part of the reason for this was because Hurricane Frances was much more 
traumatic than Jeanne. According to John Madura, NASA chief meteorologist, Jeanne 
had lower wind speeds, less duration in hours of winds over 50 mph and significantly 
less rainfall…”. 
 

 
 
 
“KSC DIRECTOR Jim Kennedy 
appreciates the hurricane recovery 
efforts of all Spaceport employees, 
including these workers rebuilding the 
Thermal Protection System Facility 
that lost its roof.” 
 
 
 

 
The following is a graphic, from the web, which shows the three hurricanes that affected 
the Space Coast area in 2004.  Frances and Jean moved from SE to NW, and Charley 
moved from SW to NE. 
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On page 3, “Expedition 8 commander shares Space Station experience”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the article says “Michael Foale, commander of the 
Expedition 8 mission to the International Space Station, shared tales of his six-month 
experience on the orbiting spacecraft with workers at Kennedy Space Center during a 
visit Sept. 21… 

 

 
 
 
 
“MICHAEL FOALE, commander of the 
Expedition 8 mission to the International 
Space Station, signs autographs at the 
Training Auditorium.” 
 
 
 
 

According to Foale, the longer he was on the Space Station, the more he lost his sense 
of smell. He exercised three times a day to keep his muscles toned… Using an 
informative slide and video presentation, Foale illustrated key mission events beginning 
with his launch… “The ISS is a remarkable vehicle. All the equipment and experiments 
are in good shape,” Foale said…”. 
 

 
On page 7, “2004 Intercenter Walk/Run encourages fitness.”  A portion of the 
feature states “Despite cloudy weather, 179 Spaceport employees participated in the 
2004 Intercenter Walk/Run Sept. 21 at the Shuttle Landing Facility. After Dr. Woodrow 
Whitlow, KSC deputy director, officially started the race, Spaceport employees ran 
either 5 or 10 kilometers or walked the 2-mile course. The rain moved in once most 
participants were off the course…”. 
  

 
 
 
 
“…DR. WOODROW WHITLOW (with 
tie), deputy director, talks to a Spaceport 
employee about the Intercenter 
Walk/Run….”. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Page 36 
 

From the October 22, 2004 Spaceport News 

On page 3, “NASA Values: Dunn witnesses 'excellence' as patent paralegal”, by 
Carol Anne Dunn, NASA Chief Counsel Office.  “To stress the importance of NASA’s 
commitment to the shared values of safety, the NASA family, excellence and integrity, 
the Kennedy Space Center Star Alignment Team held an essay contest encouraging 
employees to submit what one of these values meant to them and to give examples of 
how it is demonstrated at the Center. This winning essay addresses excellence…”.  A 
portion of the essay follows: 
 
“The United States wouldn’t have a Space Program without a commitment to excellence 
- that indefinable “something” that has propelled men and women for centuries into the 
realms of achieving the impossible. NASA is more than a federal agency, it is an 
imaginative idea exemplified by its commitment to achieving the highest standards in 
engineering, science, management and leadership…. 
 
Albert Einstein said: “Imagination is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is 
limited. Imagination encircles the world.”… Carl Sagan said, “We make our world 
significant by the courage of our questions, and by the depth of our answers.” The men 
and women I associate with each day truly exemplify the NASA value of “excellence” in 
their work as scientists and engineers…”. 
   

 
 
 

“CAROL ANNE DUNN, a patent paralegal in NASA's Chief 
Counsel Office, wrote the winning essay in KSC's NASA 
Values contest. She believes the people in KSC's work 
force "truly demonstrate and communicate an 
unquenchable spirit of ingenuity and innovation, and in turn, 
inspire me to process their paperwork with a regard for the 
importance and integrity of their work." 
 
 
 

 
On page 6, “Shuttle Landing Facility's system ensures safe arrival home”, by 
Charlie Plain, Staff Writer.  In part, the story reads “With the approaching return of the 
Space Shuttle fleet to flight in 2005, NASA is preparing for the Shuttles’ safe arrival 
home with the recertification of Kennedy Space Center’s runway guidance system. 
 
Known as the Microwave Scanning Beam Landing System (MSBLS), the system acts 
like a homing beacon for Space Shuttle orbiters returning to Earth… Every two years 
the MSBLS needs to be certified for accuracy. In the past, NASA has used its own 
equipment and aircraft for the verification process. However, for the first time NASA will 
be working with the Federal Aviation Administration to take advantage of its expertise 
and modern equipment… 
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The most obvious sign of the FAA’s involvement in the project is the presence of the 
Bombardier Challenger 601 jet… This jet and its specialized equipment are what NASA 
is using to test the accuracy of the MSBLS… The test showed the MSBLS’s signal is 
very accurate and the system is functioning excellently. In fact, the system is working so 
well, the MSBLS can place an incoming aircraft within two inches of its actual position in 
the air…”. 
   

 
“WORKERS INVOLVED in recertifying the Shuttle Landing Facility ís guidance system 
are, front row from left: Bill Sauble (FAA), Richard Merritt, Gary Wheaton (FAA), Jose 
Segura-Dolader, Chris Hasselbring, Lin Ballard (FAA), an unidentified FAA official and 
Dana Geiger. Standing in the back row, from left, are Bill Haskell, Marshall Scott, Steve 
Lloyd, Kevin Decker, Dr. Woodrow Whitlow (deputy Center director), Clif McCormick, 
Joe Madden, John Lufkin (FAA), John Kiriazes, Marie Reed, Rob Frostrom, Rita 
Willcoxon, Jim Heald and Conrad Nagel.” 
 
 
On page 6, “Space Station element is last of core”. 

 

 
“INSIDE THE Space Station Processing 
Facility is the uncrated Cupola, an 
element scheduled to be installed on 
the International Space Station in early 
2009. A dome-shaped module with 
seven windows, the Cupola will give 
astronauts a panoramic view for 
observing many operations on the 
outside of the orbiting complex. It is the 
final element of the Space Station 
core.” 
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From the November 5, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “Carroll expertly prepares payload processing facilities”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the article says “There’s never a dull day at Kennedy 
Space Center for Matt Carroll, NASA Facility Team lead in the International Space 
Station (ISS)/ Payload Processing directorate. From everyday support operations, to 
troubleshooting or even preparing for a hurricane or two or three, Carroll oversees and 
coordinates the NASA contractor team that maintains, sustains and operates the ISS 
and Payload Processing facilities, including the Space Station Processing Facility… 
 
A native of Florida, Carroll came to NASA in 1987 as a coop in the Expendable Launch 
Vehicle directorate (now the Launch Services Program) while attending the University of 
Florida…. He “…joined NASA full time in 1991, transferring to the Payloads Directorate 
in 1993….”.  

 

 
 
 
 
“MATT CARROLL, a facility manager in the 
ISS/Payload Processing directorate, takes care of 
"everything that doesn’t go into space." 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “Super Safety and Health Day enlivens spaceport, teaches daily 
lessons”, by Jeff Stuckey, Editor.  A portion of the story reads “The 2004 Spaceport 
Super Safety and Health Day held Oct. 28 offered several improvements over previous 
years, providing tips to keep employees feeling their best while working to advance the 
world…  The event kicked off at the Training Auditorium with an opening ceremony and 
guest speakers, including: Dr. Pamela Peeke, who spoke about nutrition and fitness; 
U.S. Navy Commander Stephen Iwanowicz, who addressed the audience about the 
Navy’s submarine safety program; and Olympic gold medalist Bruce Jenner, who 
discussed the rewards of sacrifice…”. 
 
Before introducing the first speaker, Center Director Jim Kennedy thanked the audience 
for participating in the annual observance. “As you all know, safety and health is integral 
to our mission here at KSC,” he said. “Our number-one priority this year is to return the 
Shuttle safely to flight, and what will ensure our success is for us to live and breathe the 
safety core value”… 
 
The annual event was initiated at KSC in 1998 to increase awareness of the importance 
of safety and health among the work force….”. 
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On the left, “DR. PAMELA PEEKE informs KSC employees of the values of living 
healthy during opening ceremonies for Spaceport Super Safety and Health Day.”  On 
the right, “THIS PANEL comprising former and current Safety and Mission Assurance 
management compares safety challenges of the past, present and future during 
Spaceport Super Safety and Health Day. They include, from left: Larry Crawford, Lloyd 
Parker, Gene Thomas, JoAnn Morgan and Chris Fairey.” 
 
 
 
 

From The November 19, 2004, Spaceport News 

On page 2, “Second Annual Brevard Space Week”. 
 

    
“More than 6,000 Brevard 
County sixth graders visited 
Kennedy Space Center to 
learn more about the United 
States space exploration 
program and the importance 
and fun of math and science 
as part of Brevard Space 
Week. Each day 1,200 
students participated in 
space-related activities.” 
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On page 3, “Hard work helps Willcoxon become leader”, by Jennifer Wolfinger Staff 
Writer.  In part, the feature says “Seeking opportunities and developing fresh 
approaches to projects may seem like classic suggestions found in business course 
textbooks. However, Rita Willcoxon confirms for the Kennedy Space Center work force 
that adopting these practices helps produce professionals and molds them into dynamic 
leaders. “I just do the best I can do. If a challenging thing needs to be done, I step up,” 
she said. “I also try to anticipate what needs to be done instead of waiting to be 
asked.”… 
 
Willcoxon joined the Agency in 1988 in the Payload Operations directorate. Her roles 
have included Spaceport Technology associate director, deputy chief for several offices 
and Jet Propulsion Laboratory resident office manager… She contributes her success 
to hard work, dedication, great mentors and a family support system. “My love for math 
led to an interest in engineering,” said Willcoxon…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“RITA WILLCOXON, deputy director of Spaceport 
Engineering and Technology.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 5, “Enterprise on display in Washington, D.C.”. 

 

 
 
 
“Enterprise, the first Space Shuttle 
Orbiter, is the centerpiece of the new 
McDonnell Space Hangar at the 
National Air and Space Museum’s 
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center.” 
 
 
 
 

 
Enterprise is currently on display at the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum in New York 
City.  Discovery is on display at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center at Washington Dulles 
International Airport.  Atlantis is displayed at the KSC Visitor Complex and Endeavour is 
displayed at the California Science Center in Los Angeles.  
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From The December 3, 2004, Spaceport News 

On page 4.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

“VETERAN NASA astronaut 
John Blaha answers questions 
from students in the IMAX 
Theater during Brevard Space 
Week.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On page 5, “NASA spokesman earns National Space Club award”.  The story reads 
“The National Space Club Florida Committee is honoring Kennedy Space Center Public 
Information Officer George Diller with the Harry Kolcum Memorial News and 
Communications Award for his excellence in “communicating the space story” along 
Florida’s Space Coast and throughout the world. Diller has served at KSC in the Office 
of Public Affairs for 24 years.” 
 

 
“NASA PUBLIC AFFAIRS specialist George Diller (right) is honored with a Harry 
Kolcum Memorial News and Communications Award for 2004. He is joined by 
Committee Chairman Jerry Moyer (left) and Eddie Kolcum, wife of the late journalist for 
whom the award is named.” 
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On page 6, “Solid Rocket Booster stacking begins in VAB”.  Part of the article 
states “The aft skirt and lower segment of the Solid Rocket Booster (SRB) being 
prepared for Return to Flight on mission STS-114 move through the open doors of the 
Vehicle Assembly Building. The segments will be prepared for stacking, with the other 
segments arriving later…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From The December 17, 2004, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Sean O'Keefe leaving NASA”.  In part, the article says 
“Administrator Sean O’Keefe, who over the past three years led the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration through an aggressive and comprehensive 
management transformation and helped the Agency through one of its most painful 
tragedies, has resigned. In his resignation letter to the president, the administrator 
wrote, “I will continue until you have named a successor and in the hope the Senate will 
act on your nomination by February. “I’ve been honored to serve this president, the 
American people and my talented colleagues here at NASA,” said O’Keefe.”… 
 

 
“NASA ADMINISTRATOR Sean 
O'Keefe (right), who recently 
accepted a new position at 
Louisiana State University, talks to 
the media following the July 7, 
2003, launch of Opportunity from 
the Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station, while Center Director Jim 
Kennedy looks on.” 
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On page 2. 
 

Part of the feature reads “Happy 
holidays, everyone! 2004 was a busy 
year, but I hope you’re able to find some 
quiet time with family and friends and 
enjoy the next two weeks. My holiday 
wish is to have everyone back safe and 
sound in 2005! As you have heard by 
now, Sean O’Keefe is leaving NASA. He 
was asked to be a candidate as 
chancellor at Louisiana State University, 
which he intends to accept. Sean will 

stay on board with NASA until a new administrator is selected. Sean has proven to be 
an excellent leader, leading us through the difficult times of the Columbia accident and 
boldly putting in place the right strategies for the new Vision for Space Exploration… 
 
Congratulations to our Space Shuttle program on two significant Return to Flight 
milestone accomplishments that will be completed by the end of the year. First, all three 
of Discovery’s main engines were installed and are ready for final processing for the 
May-June launch. Second, by the end of next week, stacking of the Solid Rocket 
Boosters for STS-114 will be completed…”. 
 
 
On page 4, “Holiday Celebration brings NASA employees together”.  Part of the 
article states “The 2004 KSC Holiday Celebration at KARS 1 Park recently gave NASA 
civil servant employees a chance to wish each other happy holidays and enjoy great 
food and fun. A group of children, all 4 years old, captured the audience’s attention with 
a heart-warming Pledge of Allegiance, followed by Ivette Rivera’s singing of the National 
Anthem…”. 
   

 
“THE KSC HOLIDAY CELEBRATION was also the occasion for presenting the Center's 
Combined Federal Campaign check to United Way of Brevard. The 2004 campaign 
netted $389,000 in donations. At right is Center Director Jim Kennedy. Next to him, at 
left, is the campaign chairman, KSC's Chief Financial Officer, Nap Carroll.” 
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“THIS GROUP of 4-year-olds from 
the Child Development Center 
opened the celebration with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 6, “NASA living legend John Young retires after 42 years”.  A portion of 
the feature says “After four decades and half a dozen space flights - including a 
Moonwalk and the first Space Shuttle mission - veteran NASA astronaut John Young is 
hanging up his flight suit… 
 
Young’s impressive career at NASA began in 1962 when he was selected from among 
hundreds of young pilots to join NASA’s second astronaut class, known as the “New 
Nine.” His father, a civil engineer, was Young’s role model. Young graduated from 
Orlando High School in Florida and went on to earn a degree in aeronautical 
engineering from Georgia Tech, where he graduated with highest honors in 1952… 
 
In March 1965, Young made his first flight as an astronaut, joining Gus Grissom on 
Gemini 3, the first manned flight of that program… Young commanded Gemini 10 in 
July 1966… Young’s career was full of firsts, with none more notable than in April 1981, 
when he commanded the first flight of the Shuttle program, Space Shuttle Columbia on 
STS-1. It was the first time a piloted spacecraft was tested in space without previous 
unpiloted orbital flights…”. 
 

“THE STS-114 CREW and retired 
NASA astronaut and John Young 
stand underneath Discovery. The 
crew includes (from left) Mission 
Specialist Stephen Robinson, 
Pilot James Kelly, Mission 
Specialist Charles Camarda, 
John Young, Commander Eileen 
Collins and Mission Specialists 
Andrew Thomas, Wendy 
Lawrence and Soichi Noguchi.” 
 

 
John was the Command Module Pilot for Apollo 10 and the Commander for Apollo 16.  
In addition to STS-1, John was the Commander for STS-9. 
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Bonus Coverage 
 
The below photo(s) are from page 211 of the History of Brevard County Volume 2, with 
some commentary below the photos. 
 

 
 

I think these photos are neat, from the 1970s Chapter!  The photo of Ken was before he was 
pulled from the Apollo 13 mission.  Well, his birthday is March 17, so this would be March 17, 
1970. 
 
A good crowd is in the VAB transfer aisle in the top photo!  SA-209 is in the background.  The 
following in quotes is from collectSPACE, dated July 2, 2018: 
 
“The Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex exhibits SA-209, the only Saturn IB to still be in its 
launch configuration. In 1973, the rocket was prepared as the rescue vehicle for the last Skylab 

crew, going as far as being rolled out to the launch pad that December. Fortunately it 
was never needed, and so it then became a back-up booster for the Apollo-Soyuz Test 
Project before transitioning to an artifact in 1975. SA-209 began its long-term horizontal 
display at the Kennedy Space Center after briefly being exhibited in Japan as part of the 
1978 Space Expo in Tokyo. Outfitted with cutouts (since painted over) so the public 
could see the upper stage (S-IVB) J-2 engine, the Saturn IB was further modified by the 
replacement of its eight first stage H-1 engines with replicas.” 


