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2006 Spaceport News Summary 
The 2006 Spaceport News used the above banner for the year.  The NASA meatball 
moved from the left to the right side of the banner.  
 
 

Introduction 
 
The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 
1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 
weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 
Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 
issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 
until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The 
Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 
 
In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I 
added or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link. 
 
All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary.  The 
Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article. 
 
 

Followup From the 2005 Spaceport News Summary 
 
On page 13 of the 2005 Spaceport News Summary there is the photo and caption on 
the top of the following page.  Diane Stees responded with “…My husband and I went to 
that event which was a fundraiser for the Astronaut Memorial Foundation, as I recall. 
We had a nice dinner in the Debus Center with a round cake in the center of each table. 
On each cake there were 8 miniature Apollo V rockets—one for each person seated at 
the table to take home as a keepsake. I think Jim Lovell spoke during dinner. I 
remember sitting in the Imax Theater listening to Jim and Ron Howard just prior to the 
movie. They had shortened the movie by ~20 minutes for Imax viewing but I couldn’t tell 
what had been cut (had seen it before). What a wonderful night that was!...” 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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“RON HOWARD (left), director of the film "Apollo 13," 
and Jim Lovell, commander of the mission, spoke to 
Visitor Complex guests March 22 for the release of the 
Apollo 13 anniversary edition DVD.” 
 
 

 
On page 22 of the 2005 Spaceport News Summary, there is the following photo and 
associated words.  “…Inspired by a January meeting with the STS-114 astronauts at 
Kennedy just before deploying to Iraq, Bill McQuade and his Governorate Support 
Team in Baghdad have expressed their support by signing a “Go Discovery” banner 
sent to them by his co-workers at the Center… 

 

“THE “GO DISCOVERY” banner will 
be displayed at Kennedy Space 
Center, where Lt. Col. William 
McQuade (top row, second from left) 
works as an engineer. As an Army 
Reservist, he was deployed in 
January to Iraq and is serving with the 
U.S. Army’s Judge Advocate General 
Corps…”.  
 

 
Diane sent me the following, with the accompanying photo.  “…Bill McQuade was in my 
division then. The rest of the story: We held the banner in front of Discovery during the 
STS-114 RTF Rollout. See photo below. L to R:  Kristen Rumpf, myself, Courtenay 
Flugstad, Amy Houts-Gilfriche and Janette Taylor. Everyone in the Fluids Division 
signed it. I think it then went to Iraq via Bill and they all signed it. When it came back we 
displayed it in our office area…”   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks a bunch Diane!!!!! 
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From The January 6, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
This issue is a recap of 2005, by month.  Several articles are highlighted below. 
 

On page 2 , “Deep Impact launches on collision course 
with comet”.  Part of the article states “NASA’s Deep 
Impact spacecraft launched on Jan. 12 from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station on its 268-million-mile journey 

to collide with Comet Tempel 1, reaching its destination July 4 to perform an incredibly 
complex experiment in space to probe beneath the surface of a comet and reveal the 
secrets of its interior. Deep Impact’s larger “flyby” spacecraft released a smaller 
“impactor” into the path of the comet, causing a brilliant impact on July 4. The crater 
produced by the impactor was as large as a football field and more than 10 stories 
deep… Data from the spacecraft’s instruments indicated an immense cloud of fine 
powdery material was released when the probe slammed into the comet’s nucleus…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“NASA’s DEEP Impact launched Jan. 12 from Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station. The “impactor” spacecraft slammed into 
Comet Tempel 1 to study its core. Approximately 4,500 images 
were taken from the spacecraft’s three cameras. Dramatic 
images of the event were relayed to audiences around the 
world in near real time on NASA TV and the Internet.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a good read on Deep Impact in Wikipedia. 
 

 
On page 5, “Centaur program celebrates 41 years of 
excellence”.  Part of the story says “Employees who 
contributed to the success of the 41- year Centaur program 
gathered Feb. 25 for a commemorative ceremony and 

historical reunion, “Celebrating Centaur: Then and Now,” at the Atlas Spaceflight 
Operations Center. They reminisced about working on the Centaur stage booster, 
expressing their pride that every NASA spacecraft bound for the outer planets has been 
launched using a Centaur, with one exception. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_Impact_(spacecraft)


Page 4 
 

 
 
 
 
“KENNEDY SPACE Center Director Jim 
Kennedy praises the current and retired 
employees who have contributed to the 
Centaur program’s success at a Feb. 25 
celebration.” 

 
 
 

 

The Centaur stage booster, developed by NASA and originally manufactured by 
General Dynamics, had its first successful launch on Nov. 27, 1963, atop an Atlas 
booster from Launch Pad 36A. The Centaur legacy continued in 2005 with the launch of 
the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, and will do so again in 2006 with the launch of New 
Horizons to Pluto, the outermost planet in the solar system…”. 
 

 
On page 4, “Kennedy-developed technology helps 
GlobalFlyer set world record for flight”.  In part, the article 
reads “Kennedy Space Center’s technologies helped Virgin 
Atlantic’s GlobalFlyer aircraft set the record for the first solo 

non-stop flight around the world. On Feb. 28, pilot Steve Fossett began his historical 
25,000-mile flight that was transmitted by video through NASA’s SpaceBased Telemetry 
and Range Safety project, led by Lisa Valencia. For Fossett’s safety, KSC loaned an 
upgraded version of its Personal Cabin Pressure Monitor, which recognizes potentially 
dangerous or deteriorating cabin pressure conditions and alerts the pilot of the need for 
supplemental oxygen…”. 
 

 
“NASA PERSONNEL involved in the historic flight include, from left: Chris Forney, Jennifer 
Murray and Rich Nelson of NASA KSC; Steve Bundick, NASA Wallops Flight Facility; James 
Dumoulin, KSC; Philip Grassa, Scaled Composites; Lisa Valencia, Erik Denson, Michael Downs 
and Dr. James Simpson, all of KSC; Greg Coombs, Honeywell; and Jan Zysko, KSC.” 
 

Wikipedia has a good read on GlobalFlyer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Atlantic_GlobalFlyer
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On page 9, “Mars mission begins at Cape”.  A portion 
of the feature says “The Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter 
began its sevenmonth journey to Mars on Aug. 12 when 
the Atlas V launch vehicle, 19 stories tall with the two-ton 

spacecraft on top, roared away from Launch Complex 41 at the Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station. The mission will examine Mars in unprecedented detail from low orbit… 
 
The orbiter will also support future missions to Mars by examining potential landing sites 
and by providing a highdata-rate relay for communications back to Earth…  The orbiter 
successfully fired six engines for about 20 seconds on Nov. 18 to adjust its flight path in 
advance of its March 10 arrival at the red planet…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“THE MARS Reconnaissance Orbiter launches Aug. 12 from CCAFS. 
The NASA mission will further develop technologies needed to support 
future missions to Mars by examing possible landing sites. It is 
scheduled to arrive at the red planet March 10.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Wikipedia has an extensive about Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter. 
 
 
 
 

From The January 20, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 7, “GlobalFlyer arrives for world record attempt”, by Jeff Stuckey, 
Editor.  Part of the feature says “The Virgin Atlantic Airways GlobalFlyer aircraft, piloted 
by Steve Fossett, arrived at the Kennedy Space Center Shuttle Landing Facility on Jan. 
12 to begin preparations for an attempt to set a new world record for the longest flight 
made by any aircraft. An exact takeoff date for the flight has not been determined and is 
contingent on weather and jet-stream conditions, making it possible until the end of 
February… 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars_Reconnaissance_Orbiter
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“PILOT STEVE Fossett talks to 
the media after his landing of the 
Virgin Atlantic Airways 
GlobalFlyer aircraft. Standing at 
left are KSC Spaceport 
Development Manager Jim Ball, 
Center Director James Kennedy 
and Executive Director of Florida 
Space Authority Winston Scott.” 

 
 

Following the marathon flight, Fossett will attempt to land the GlobalFlyer at Kent 
International Airport, near London. In doing so, he will cover 26,084 miles in 
approximately 80 hours. Fossett said he’s excited about flying from Kennedy because 
the center is where the great events in aviation and space begin… GlobalFlyer must 
take off before the end of February because cooler temperatures are needed to get the 
airplane off the ground, even with the 15,000- foot runway…”. 
 
Wikipedia has an extensive read on Steve Fossett.  From Wikipedia, “…Fossett 
disappeared on September 3, 2007 while flying a light aircraft over the Great Basin 
Desert, between Nevada and California. Extensive searches proved unsuccessful, and 
he was declared legally dead in February of the following year.  In September 2008, a 
hiker found Fossett's identification cards in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, California, 
leading shortly after to the discovery of the plane's wreckage…”.  
   
 
On page 7, “Remembering Our Heritage: 40 Years Ago”, by Anna Heiney, Staff 
Writer.   A portion of the story says “NASA’s workhorses are celebrating their 40th 
anniversary. The twin crawler transporters, built at Kennedy Space Center for the Apollo 
program, are still making tracks today. Originally designed to carry the towering Saturn 
V moon rocket from the Vehicle Assembly Building to the seaside launch site, the 
enormous transporters now carry the space shuttles to the launch pads for liftoff… 
 
Current and former employees joined the grown children of two of the main designers of 
the machines for a ceremony in front of a 5.5-million-pound crawler… “It’s good that 
people recognize a piece of technology that has endured through two programs - I 
guess really three, if you include Skylab,” said crawler systems engineer Bob Myers…”. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steve_Fossett
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“MIKE WETMORE, director of Space Shuttle Processing, addresses invited guests and the 
media during a celebration of the 40th anniversary of the crawler transporters. In January 1966, 
the crawler completed its first successful move with a 10.6-million-pound launch umbilical 
tower.” 

 
 
 
 

From The February 3, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 7, “Challenger families attend 20th anniversary service”, by Jeff 
Stuckey, Editor.  Part of the feature states “June Scobee Rodgers, widow of space 
shuttle Challenger Commander Dick Scobee, expressed her husband’s love of the 
Florida coast to about 150 people who gathered Jan. 28 for a remembrance service 
marking the 20th anniversary of the Challenger accident. 
 
“This was Dick Scobee’s favorite place to work,” she said during the public ceremony at 
the Space Mirror Memorial at the KSC Visitor Complex. “He loved coming to Kennedy 
Space Center. He knew about risks and accepted them. I think the risks the astronauts 
take can be compared to the valor of the men and women who serve our country in the 
Middle East now, or during 9-11 when those firemen climbed those stairs, because 
without risks there is no discovery, there’s no new knowledge and there’s no new bold 
adventure, all of which help the human soul to soar.” 
 
The Astronauts Memorial Foundation hosted the event. Family members of the Apollo 1 
and Columbia crews and relatives of the fallen T-38 test pilots were also on hand as 
their loved ones were recognized for their sacrifice… June Scobee Rogers …also 
discussed the Challenger crew’s multi-faceted legacy. A total of at least 85 schools, 
museums, planetariums, airports and other facilities are named after the Challenger and 
McAuliffe, Smith, Jarvis, Onizuka, Resnik, McNair and Scobee…”. 
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“JUNE SCOBEE Rodgers, 
widow of Challenger 
Commander Dick Scobee, talks 
at a remembrance service on 
the 20th anniversary of the 
accident.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Parsons to return as deputy director”, by Jessica Rye, NASA 
Public Affairs.  In part, the article states “NASA named Bill Parsons the new deputy 
director of the Kennedy Space Center effective in mid-February. Parsons succeeds Dr. 
Woodrow Whitlow Jr., who is the director of the Glenn Research Center in Ohio. “Bill’s 
space operations background, experience and technical expertise, especially within the 
space shuttle program, along with his proven leadership ability make him the best 
possible choice as our new deputy center director,” said Jim Kennedy, KSC director… 
 
Parsons most recently served as director of NASA’s John C. Stennis Space Center in 
Mississippi since September 2005. “I could not be happier to be returning to the 
Kennedy Space Center for the opportunity to work with such a tremendously talented 
and dedicated team of individuals,” said Parsons…”. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
“BILL PARSONS will be the new Kennedy Space Center deputy 
director in mid-February.” 
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On page 1, “New Horizons speeds to Pluto”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“NASA’S NEW Horizons spacecraft launched Jan. 19 aboard an Atlas 
V rocket from Complex 41 on Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Wikipedia has a good read on New Horizons, of which, the closest approach to Pluto 
was on July 14, 2015, and its mission continues. 
 
 
On page 3, “Center’s outreach, space memorabilia cheer up young heart patient”, 
by Linda Herridge, Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “Kennedy Space Center’s 
outreach efforts touch many lives, sometimes one at a time. Recently, they brightened 
the days of an 8-yearold boy in Oregon during his recovery from a serious operation. 
Zachary Morgan of Beaverton, Ore., underwent open heart surgery in December and 
spent several weeks recuperating at home before returning to school. When asked what 
he’d like the most during his recovery, NASA enthusiast Zachary said “space stuff.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“ZACHARY MORGAN underwent open heart surgery in 
December. He enjoyed a package of “space stuff” during 
his recovery and plans to share his treasure with his third-
grade classmates in Oregon.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zachary’s grandfather, Bob Swartz, contacted Doug Kohl, a friend who used to work at 
KSC. He quickly contacted the KSC News Center with a request to send some space 
memorabilia. KSC’s outreach team worked to assemble an assortment of space-related 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Horizons
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DVDs, books, pamphlets, photographs signed by astronauts, mission patches, pins and 
other items to help cheer up the young patient. When the packages arrived, Zachary’s 
mother said his eyes grew wide and he said, “Wow, this is amazing!” 
 
“He was very overwhelmed that people would take the time to send him so many 
wonderful things,” Chante Morgan said. “We opened the packages for him at his 
bedside in the hospital, and with each one we opened, his eyes got bigger and bigger… 
“It was wonderful for us to see so much excitement in his face after having gone through 
such an ordeal,” Zachary’s mother added. “His recovery is going well and he has 
enjoyed getting back to some amount of normalcy and being able to see his friends.”  
 
 
On page 6, “New lighthouse lamp room will include original brass structure”.  The 
feature says “The roof and lamp room on top of the 160-foot Cape Canaveral 
Lighthouse was removed Jan. 26 as part of a $750,000 refurbishment project. The lamp 
room will be renovated and the roof will be replaced with the original brass structure. 
The project is expected to be completed July 15.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“THE ROOF and lamp room are removed from the Cape 
Canaveral Lighthouse on Jan. 26 for renovations.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 8, “Kennedy visits new NASA Explorer School in Pensacola”.  In part, the 
article states “NASA kicked off a new Explorer Schools partnership with Warrington 
Middle School in Pensacola, Fla., on Jan. 23 when astronaut Alan Poindexter and 
Kennedy Space Center Director Jim Kennedy spoke to students at the school… 
Poindexter and Kennedy talked to students about careers in science, technology, 
engineering, math, and NASA’s steppingstone approach to exploring the moon, Mars 
and beyond. Warrington was selected as a NASA Explorer School in May 2005… 
 
The NASA Explorer Schools Program provides educators, students and families with 
classroom resources and innovative technology based on NASA’s unique research, 
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discoveries and missions. During the three-year partnership, NASA assists schools in 
addressing science, technology, engineering and mathematics needs…”. 

    

 
 
 
 
“CHRISTINE NIXON (left), principal of Warrington 
Middle School in Pensacola joins KSC Director Jim 
Kennedy and the school’s NASA Explorer School 
team to recognize the new partnership with NASA.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From The February 17, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “Quilting club warms Lockheed Martin employees in New Orleans”.  
Part of the feature says “Fellow NASA employees in the New Orleans area who are still 
recovering from losses due to Hurricane Katrina will receive 128 handmade, double-
sized quilts thanks to the generosity of the Space Coast Quilters in Titusville… Cecilia 
Reid, a Lockheed Martin employee at Kennedy and officer of the quilting club, learned 
that employees at the space shuttle tank plant in New Orleans were living in a hotel so 
they could continue processing the hardware. The quilters decided to create the quilts 
for their beds… 
 
Later, Reid found out the employees had to leave their hotel in preparation for the 
annual Mardi Gras, so the quilts were delivered to the Lockheed Martin plant in New 
Orleans. The names of 606 Lockheed Martin families still without homes were placed in 
a box and a drawing was held for the quilts to be given away.” 
 

    
“THE 128 handmade quilts from the Space Coast Quilters (above) are laid out on pews in the 
First Baptist Church of Titusville. At right, some members of the group stitch another quilt. They 
include, from left, Rita Lundy, Carol Kohlscheen, Gloria Beckett, Connie Ramsey, Billie Staton 
and Barbara Wilson. The quilts were sent to Lockheed Martin employees near New Orleans 
who lost their homes to Hurricane Katrina.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Virgin Atlantic’s GlobalFlyer breaks aviation flying record after 
Kennedy launch (Aviator Steve Fossett endures 76-hour, 26,389-mile flight after 
Kennedy takeoff)”, by Charlie Plain, Staff Writer.  In part, the story reads “Legendary 
pilot Steve Fossett smashed a 16-year old flying record in a little more than 76 hours 
when he landed Virgin Atlantic’s GlobalFlyer at Bournemouth International Airport in 
southern England. The seasoned adventurer and veteran aviator, along with Virgin 
Atlantic’s GlobalFlyer aircraft, “launched” from Kennedy Space Center’s Shuttle Landing 
Facility early Feb. 8 to set a new world mark for the longest nonstop flight of any type of 
aircraft…”. 
    

 
 
“AT THE Shuttle Landing Facility, 
the Virgin Atlantic GlobalFlyer team 
gets a weather briefing. Seated from 
right are Steve Fossett, the pilot; 
Ron Feile, lead air traffic controller at 
the center’s Shuttle Landing Facility 
that served as the launch site; Kathy 
Winters, 45th Space Wing weather 
officer; Jim Ball, manager of KSC 
Spaceport Development; and other 
GlobalFlyer team members.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
“THE VIRGIN ATLANTIC 
GlobalFlyer begins its takeoff from 
the Shuttle Landing Facility as a 
nearby helicopter films the event for 
audiences in the United Kingdom. 
The aircraft completed the longest 
nonstop flight in aviation history, 
flying 26,389 miles in 76 hours.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From The March 3, 2006, Spaceport News 

 
On pages 4 and 5, “STS-121 crew prepares for mission with Crew Equipment 
Interface Test”.  A portion of the article states “Six of the seven members of the STS-
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121 crew were busy at the Kennedy Space Center in mid-February, further familiarizing 
themselves with the space shuttle that will take them on the second return-to-flight 
mission. The astronauts took part in the Crew Equipment Interface Test, or CEIT, an 
exercise every shuttle crew takes before flight… 
 
Steve Lindsey will command Discovery. He is making his fourth space flight, and 
second as commander. The pilot will be Mark Kelly, making his second flight. Other 
crew members include Mission Specialists Mike Fossum, Stephanie Wilson, Piers 
Sellers and Lisa Nowak. This will be the first space flight for Fossum, Wilson and 
Nowak, while Sellers is making his second space flight. European Space Agency 
astronaut Thomas Reiter will also accompany the crew, then remain on the International 
Space Station as a member of the station’s crew… 
 
During the three-day CEIT, the crew spent the bulk of their time in the Orbiter 
Processing Facility, where orbiter Discovery is undergoing final preparations for 
flight…”. 
 

 
“THE STS-121 crew kneels for a photo with the vehicle crew. The crew members, recognized 
by the flight suits, are (left to right) Mission Specialists Piers Sellers and Mike Fossum, 
Commander Steve Lindsey, Mission Specialist Lisa Nowak, Pilot Kelly and Mission Specialist 
Stephanie Wilson.” 
 

 
The following STS-121 mission patch description and insignia are from Wikipedia.  “The 
STS-121 patch depicts the Space Shuttle docked with the International Space Station 
(ISS) in the foreground, overlaying the astronaut symbol with three gold columns and a 
gold star. The ISS is shown in the configuration that it will be in during the STS-121 
mission. The background shows the nighttime Earth with a dawn breaking over the 
horizon. STS-121, ISS mission ULF1.1, is the final Shuttle Return to Flight test 
mission…”.   
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From The March 17, 2006, Spaceport News  

 
On page 1, “Redesigned external tank arrives for STS-121”. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The redesigned external fuel tank that will launch Space Shuttle Discovery on the next shuttle 
mission, STS-121 arrived March 2 and was towed from the Launch Complex 39 turn basin to 
the Vehicle Assembly Building. The Pegasus barge delivered the tank from the Michoud 
Assembly Facility in New Orleans. After the tank was moved into the VAB, it was lifted into a 
checkout cell for further work. The 154-foot tank, designated ET-119, will fly with many major 
safety changes, including the removal of the protuberance air load ramps. The ramps were 
removed to eliminate a potential source of damaging debris to the space shuttle.” 
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On page 6, “Operations and Support Building II adds to Launch Complex 39 
skyline”. 
 

 
“The newly built Operations Support Building II replaces modular housing and trailers in the 
Launch Complex 39 area. The five story, 189,000-square-foot building consists of approximately 
860 office spaces, training rooms, computer rooms, multimedia conference rooms, technical 
libraries and a 352-person mission conference center with an observation deck. Seen behind 
the new facility is the original Operations and Support Building…”. 

 
 
 
 

From The March 31, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “New launch window for STS-121 in July”.  In part, the article states 
“NASA announced July 1 to 19 is the new launch planning window for Space Shuttle 
Discovery’s next mission, STS-121… The decision to target July followed a two-day 
meeting on the external fuel tank’s engine cutoff (ECO) sensors… 

 
 

“TECHNICIANS FROM NASA’s 
Michoud Assembly Facility in 
Louisiana begin removing foam 
from the external tank 
designated for mission STS-121 
inside the Vehicle Assembly 
Building. The work is the first 
step in removing and replacing 
the external tank’s four liquid 
hydrogen main engine cutoff 
sensors. 

 
During testing, one of the four ECO sensors had a slightly different reading than is 
expected. Shuttle officials have decided they will remove and replace all four liquid 
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hydrogen sensors. We’ve been saying for months that our engineering work would 
determine when we fly our next mission. Targeting July is the right choice in order to 
make smart decisions,” said Bill Gerstenmaier, NASA…  
 
 
On page 2, “Griffin, Kennedy represent NASA at Tallahassee Space Day”. 
 

 
 
“A GROUP of NASA and contractor 
representatives converged on Tallahassee 
March 16 for Florida Space Day. Pictured 
from left are Center Director Jim Kennedy, 
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, Lt. Gov. Toni 
Jennings and NASA Administrator Mike 
Griffin. The group met with legislators to talk 
about the challenges they face to ensure the 
state remains at the forefront of the nation’s 
space program…”. 

 
 

 
 
On page 7, “New Operations Support Building II modernizes office space for 
employees”. 
 

 
“WITH THIS recent ribbon-cutting ceremony, the new Operations Support Building II is officially 
in business. Participating in the event are (left to right) Aris Garcia, vice president of the 
architecture firm Wolfgang Alvarez; Mark Nappi, associate program manager of Ground 
Operations for United Space Alliance; Donald Minderman, NASA project manager; Scott Kerr, 
director of Engineering Development at Kennedy Space Center; Bill Parsons, deputy director of 
KSC; Miguel Morales, with NASA Engineering Development; Mike Wetmore, director of Shuttle 
Processing; and Tim Clancy, president of the construction firm Clancy & Theys. The Operations 
Support Building II is an agency safety and health initiative project to replace 198,466 square 
feet of substandard modular housing and trailers in the Launch Complex 39 area at KSC.” 
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Also on page 7, “40 years ago: Topping off a national treasure”. 
 

 
 

The feature states “The final steel beam was hoisted 500 feet and bolted into place over 
the transfer aisle of the Vehicle Assembly Building on April 14, 1965, during an official 
topping-out ceremony (pictured below). Kennedy Space Center Director Kurt Debus 
was joined by government and industry executives for the event, marking the 
completion of the structural steel work in the largest building by volume ever 
constructed, at 129,428,000 cubic feet. 
 
KSC employees were also given the opportunity to participate in the historic moment. In 
the previous weeks, the 38-foot long, four-ton I-beam, painted white and bearing the 
NASA logo and the insignia of the American Bridge Division of the U.S. Steel Corp., 
was transported around the center to be inscribed with their signatures. Erection of the 
building’s steel framework began in January 1963.” 
 

 
 
About 10 min 45 sec into this video, “THE BIG CHALLENGE”, there is footage of the 
subject white beam being lifted into place. 
 
 
 
 

From the April 14, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
This is a special Spaceport News issue, with the 25th anniversary of STS-1, which 
launched on April 12, 1981.  The issue’s articles include:  “- STS-1: The boldest test 
flight in history; - Space shuttle history boasts mission success; - Young, Crippen recall 
thrills of first shuttle flight; - Technology, safety for orbiter fleet evolves; - Kennedy 
readies facilities for shuttle in less than a decade; - STS-1, A look back at the space 
shuttle’s historic first flight; - Diversity of shuttle crews grows since STS-1; - Generations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOmBg52a5Q0
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of families keep NASA’s mission soaring; - Shuttle program boosts Central Florida 
economy.”  A few articles will be highlighted. 
 
Of note, the 40th anniversary of STS-1 is coming up in a few weeks! 
 
 
On pages 1 and 3, “Young, Crippen recall thrills of first shuttle flight”, by Charlie 
Plain,  Staff Writer.  In part, the story reads “When Space Shuttle Columbia’s roaring 
engines launched STS-1 from Kennedy Space Center on April 12, 1981, the enormous 
jolt at liftoff told Commander John Young and Pilot Robert Crippen they were about to 
take an adventurous ride into a new frontier. “There was no doubt you were headed 
someplace,” said Crippen. “It was a nice kick in the pants.”... 
 
“I was really lucky to have Bob Crippen with me because he knew all the software end 
to end,” said John Young… The crew spent two days in space putting Columbia through 
its paces, testing the ship’s radically advanced systems. “We had a good time taking it 
around,” said Young. “I just thought it was a great machine.” 
     

   
On the left, “STS-1 COMMANDER John Young (right) and Pilot Bob Crippen work in the cockpit 
of space shuttle Columbia before its maiden flight.”  On the right, “STS-1 PILOT Bob Crippen 
(left) and Commander John Young returned to KSC on April 6-7 to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the first space shuttle flight.” 
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On page 8, “Diversity of shuttle crews grows since STS-1”, by Corey Schubert Copy 
Editor.  A portion of the article states “The faces have changed. Those friendly smiles of 
the two men who launched into orbit on the first space shuttle mission in April 1981 
represented the country’s eagerness to explore the mysteries of space. But in the 25 
years since that historic success, the variety of astronauts who followed in the footsteps 
of Commander John Young and Pilot Robert Crippen has come to reflect the diverse 
races and cultures throughout the world… 
 
From the first African American to fly in space (Guion S. Bluford on STS-8), to the first 
tribal-registered Native American astronaut to fly and walk in space (John B. Herrington 
on STS-113), the range of “firsts” has broadened throughout 114 shuttle flights. “When 
we get together and we’re working toward this common goal of successful space shuttle 
missions, you don’t think about somebody as a Japanese astronaut or U.S. astronaut, 
or male or female,” said Kay Hire, the first Kennedy Space Center employee to be 
chosen as an astronaut and to fly on a space mission… 
 
In early space programs, NASA relied on the skills of military test pilots to prove that 
man could survive in a spacecraft that left the Earth and safely returned. The creation of 
the space shuttle allowed astronauts to use the vehicle as an actual working 
environment… This led to a bevy of groundbreaking flights: Dr. Sally Ride, the first 
American woman in space on STS-7; Dr. Franklin R. Chang-Diaz, the first Hispanic 
astronaut in space on STS-61C; Dr. Kalpana Chawla, the first East Indian-born woman 
in space on STS-87; and Pedro Duque, the first Spanish astronaut in space on STS-95, 
among dozens of others…”. 
 

   
On the left, “STS-87 MISSION Specialist Winston Scott was the second African-American to fly 
in the space shuttle. Scott is the executive director of the Florida Space Authority”.  On the right, 
“ASTRONAUT KAY Hire talks to Kristy Wiggins at Garland V. Stewart Magnet Middle School, a 
NASA Explorer School in Tampa, Fla. Hire joined Kennedy Space Center Director Jim Kennedy 
at the school in sharing the agency’s new Vision for Space Exploration with the next generation 
of explorers.” 
 
The following are Wikipedia reads on Winston Scott and Kay Hire.  Winston retired from NASA 
in 1999 and Kay retired from NASA in 2019. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_E._Scott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kathryn_P._Hire
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On page 9, “Generations of families keep NASA’s mission soaring”, by 
Jessica Rye, NASA Public Affairs Office.  A portion of the feature reads “From the time 
STS-1 launched on its spectacular test flight on April 12, 1981, Kennedy Space Center 
has been home to numerous generations of families who have been captivated by 
working to ensure America’s space program continues to thrive… 
 
For one family, space is definitely in the genes. Connie Lehan is the vehicle processing 
engineer for orbiter Atlantis and followed in her dad’s and older brother’s footsteps when 
she began her career at Kennedy in 1990…“My dad, Jose Garcia, was the branch chief 
for the orbiter electrical division and began to work at Kennedy in 1964… Louie Garcia, 
Lehan’s brother, is a ground operations manager for the launch and landing division and 
began working at the center in 1987… Lehan says she’s happy her brother works at the 
center. “I really appreciate having him here to bounce ideas off of, because he has a 
good understanding of the unique environment and can provide sound advice.”… 
 
Shuttle Processing’s Crew Exploration Vehicle Manager Scott Thurston, a second- 
generation space employee, can already begin to see the mind of an engineer 
developing in one of his children. “My 11- year-old son Jordan already has a 
tremendous aptitude for engineering and wants to become a mechanical engineer,” 
says Thurston. “It must be in his blood because at 5 years old, he brought a schematic 
to me of a trailer he had designed.”… 
 

    
“LOUIE GARCIA, a ground operations manager for the launch and landing division, and his 
sister, Connie Lehan, vehicle processing engineer for Space Shuttle Atlantis, routinely share 
advice about job responsibilities.”  “SHUTTLE PROCESSING’S Crew Exploration Vehicle 
Manager Scott Thurston says his son, Jordan, has the desire to become an engineer and 
possibly work for NASA. “At 5 years old, he brought a schematic to me of a trailer he had 
designed.” Thurston is a second-generation space employee.” 
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From The April 28, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “National Space Club Florida Committee honors Kennedy”, by 
Jeff Stuckey, Editor.  A portion of the article reads “Kennedy Space Center Director Jim 
Kennedy is inspired each day as he walks by a picture of Dr. Kurt H. Debus on the way 
to his fourth floor office at the Headquarters Building… the National Space Club Florida 
Committee honored Kennedy with the 2006 Debus Award at an April 14 ceremony at 
the Dr. Kurt H. Debus Conference Facility at the KSC Visitor Complex. Kennedy shared 
his appreciation for the award with the Debus family. “I walk past your father’s picture 
every day and can’t help but think about the difference he made in our lives,” he said… 
 
The club’s award steering committee recognized Kennedy for his professional efforts in 
supporting the U.S. space program throughout his career, and particularly for his work 
overseeing the space shuttle’s return to flight with the launch of STS-114 in July 
2005…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“CENTER DIRECTOR Jim Kennedy receives 
the Dr. Kurt H. Debus Award from the 
National Space Club. Next to Kennedy is a 
portrait of Debus.” 
  

 
 
 

 
 
On page 2, “KSC dedicates Young-Crippen Firing Room”, By Linda Herridge, Staff 
Writer.  Part of the story says “Firing Room 1 in Kennedy Space Center’s Launch 
Control Center has been renamed the “Young-Crippen Firing Room” in honor of the first 
space shuttle mission crew. The dedication was announced during a special 
presentation honoring the 25th anniversary of STS-1 at the Training Auditorium, where 
Commander John Young and Pilot Robert Crippen joined employees to discuss the 
historic mission… 
 
During the event, which was broadcast on NASA TV, a plaque at the firing room was 
unveiled by Bob Sieck, a shuttle project flight engineer for STS-1, and Norm Carlson, 
who was the NASA test director… According to Carlson, Firing Room 1 was the most 
popular control room during the Apollo era… Dignitaries and famous people who viewed 
launches from the firing room include President Jimmy Carter, Vice President Spiro 
Agnew, the late comedian Jack Benny, Barbara Eden of “I Dream of Jeannie” fame and 
actor James Garner… 
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Crippen said STS-1 was a test pilot’s dream and one of the highlights of his life. “This is 
my favorite place in the world. And you’re the greatest launch team in the world,” 
Crippen said. Young said workers at KSC paid attention to every detail to get Columbia 
ready for flight. “The work you did was awesome,” Young said…”. 
     

     
“JOHN YOUNG (left) and Bob Crippen, the crew of STS-1, spoke to employees April 6 in the 
Training Auditorium. At left is the door of firing room 1 in the Launch Control Center.”    
 

 
 
 

From The May 12, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Kennedy announces January retirement”.  In part, the article states  
“Jim Kennedy, the eighth director in the history of Kennedy Space Center, recently 
announced his intention to retire in January 2007 after 35 years of government service. 
Kennedy spent 31 of those years with NASA and four with the U.S. Air Force…  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“CENTER DIRECTOR Jim Kennedy will retire in January after 35 
years of government service..” 
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NASA Administrator Mike Griffin, after accepting Kennedy’s retirement letter, said: “I’ve 
had the pleasure of knowing and working with Jim Kennedy for 10 years. He has offered 
a sure and steady hand at the Kennedy Space Center in the difficult period following the 
loss of the Space Shuttle Columbia, and will be sorely missed…”. 
 
Kennedy began his career with NASA in 1968 in the Aerospace Engineering 
Cooperative Education Program, first at KSC and then at Marshall. Kennedy’s work 
experience includes serving as project manager for major projects, such as the X-34, 
DC-XA and Solid Rocket Booster Projects. He served as Marshall’s director of 
engineering…”. 
 
 
On page 4 and 5, “U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame welcomes three former space 
shuttle commanders”, by Jeff Stuckey, Editor.  A portion of the article states “When 
Henry “Hank” Hartsfield Jr. landed the Space Shuttle Columbia after its fourth and final 
test flight on July 4, 1982, he talked to Commander Thomas “Ken” Mattingly about what 
to say in case the two experienced problems adjusting to the Earth’s gravity while 
meeting Ronald Reagan… “We were worried we might fall down when we met the 
president. I told Ken to say, ‘Nice pair of shoes, Mr. President,’ if we were to fall 
down.”… 
 
Hartsfield, along with Charles Bolden and Brewster Shaw Jr., addressed a standing-
room-only audience on May 6 at the Apollo/ Saturn V Center when they were inducted 
into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame… Shaw told the crowd the nation has another 
opportunity to return to the moon for longer periods of time, which will help mankind 
better understand why and how we are here as human beings… 
 
Bolden flew on four space shuttle missions, logging 680 hours in space. He told the 
audience it is important to motivate children. “I never dreamed of being an astronaut, 
never dreamed of flying airplanes, but as opportunities came along in different stages of 
my life, I was able to take advantage of those opportunities as they came my way,” 
Bolden said…”. 
 

  
“HENRY “HANK” Hartsfield Jr. (left), Brewster Shaw Jr. (third from left) and Charles Bolden (fifth 
from left), along with family members, listen to opening remarks at the May 6 U.S. Astronaut 
Hall of Fame induction ceremony.” 
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On page 7, “Former astronaut Mullane previews, signs book”, by 
Linda Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “The author of the popular space-
related books “Do Your Ears Pop in Space,” “Red Sky” and “Liftoff” has done it again. 
Former astronaut Mike Mullane recently visited Kennedy Space Center to talk to 
workers and sign his new book, “Riding Rockets – The Outrageous Tales of a Space 
Shuttle Astronaut.” 
 
During a presentation at the Headquarters Library, Mullane discussed his experiences 
as an astronaut and crew member on three space shuttle missions. He flew on STS-
41D, which was the maiden flight of Discovery, on Aug. 30, 1984. He also was a 
mission specialist aboard Atlantis on mission STS-27, which launched on Dec. 2, 1988, 
and on mission STS-36 aboard Atlantis on Feb. 28, 1990… 
 
With humorous interjections, he kept the audience amused as he showed photos and 
video clips of his past. The presentation featured moments spanning from his childhood 
in Albuquerque, N.M., to his college days at West Point, and his acceptance into 
NASA’s astronaut corps in 1978…”. 
 
Wikipedia has a read on Mike Mullane and the following is Mike’s website; 
https://mikemullane.com/. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“MIKE MULLANE, former NASA astronaut, talks to employees 
about his book “Riding Rockets.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

From The May 26, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 4 and 5, “Discovery rollout marks exciting milestone for July launch”.  
A portion of the story reads “With Space Shuttle Discovery’s 4.2-mile journey from the 
Vehicle Assembly Building to Launch Pad 39B complete, NASA is one step closer to the 
STS-121 mission, targeted for launch no earlier than July 1. Mounted on the mobile 
launcher platform, Discovery emerged from the assembly building at 12:45 p.m. May 19 
before arriving at the launch pad early that evening. This mission will continue the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Mullane
https://mikemullane.com/
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evaluation of flight safety procedures, including shuttle inspection and repair techniques, 
as well as deliver more supplies for future International Space Station expansion… 
 

    
“…members of the Shuttle Processing team accompany the orbiter on its move into the VAB.”  
“Above, Space Shuttle Program Director Wayne Hale talks to reporters about the rollout of 
Discovery (in background).” 

 
 

On page 6, “Wendt encourages employees to ‘Think Outside the Box’”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “Former launch pad leader Guenter 
Wendt encouraged employees to “think outside the box” during a presentation on May 
22 at the Kennedy Space Center Operations and Checkout Building mission briefing 
room. Wendt, author of the autobiography “The Unbroken Chain,” came to share his 
experiences as pad leader during the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab and Apollo 
Soyuz programs, and then as head of flight crew safety in the Space Shuttle Program. 
 

   
“GUENTER WENDT, former pad leader for the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab and Apollo 
Soyuz programs before being named head of flight crew safety for the Space Shuttle Program, 
spoke to employees at the Operations and Checkout Building mission briefing room on May 22.” 

 
Using humor and anecdotes — including an encounter with a cranky chimpanzee in 
Hangar S and designing the slide-wire system for emergency egress from the launch 
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pads — Wendt talked about the successes, problems and lessons learned during the 
early years of the space program. Wendt told workers there are three things they should 
always keep in mind. The first is to establish credibility. “Don’t try to fake it,” Wendt said. 
“Always have the facts to back up your statements.” Second is to learn from your 
mistakes. “Admit it when you are wrong and try not to repeat the same mistake,” he 
said. “And third, take time to think outside the box.”… 
 

 
The following are two good interviews with Guenter, one on C-SPAN as part of the JSC 
Oral History program, from 1999, and the other, with the Brevard County Historical 
Commission, from 1992. 
 

- Guenter Wendt C-SPAN Interview 
 

- Guenter Wendt Brevard County Historical Commission Interview 
 

And the following is Wikipedia's read on Guenter. 

 
 

 
 

From The June 9, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 4 and 5, “Space station module Columbus lands on Florida shores”, 
by Cheryl Mansfield, Staff Writer.  Part of the article says “I t may sound like a rewrite of 
history, but Columbus has landed on the shores of Florida. As a component of the 
International Space Station, the Columbus Laboratory’s final earthly stop is the Space 
Station Processing Facility where it arrived May 31. 

 

 
 
 
 
“THE EUROPEAN Space Agency’s 
research laboratory, Columbus, is offloaded 
from a Beluga aircraft onto a platform 
before being lifted onto a flatbed truck and 
transported to the Space Station 
Processing Facility.” 

 
 
 
 

The physical design and layout of the Columbus laboratory is not unlike the three multi-
purpose logistics modules built by the Italian Space Agency… But unlike the visiting 
logistics modules that return to Earth with the shuttles, Columbus will permanently 
expand the research facilities of the space station. The laboratory will be connected to 
the rest of the orbiting outpost by NASA’s Node 2 module… Once the module is in orbit 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?298410-1/guenter-wendt-1999-oral-history-interview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twOswud9m_E
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G%C3%BCnter_Wendt
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as part of the International Space Station, the Columbus laboratory is expected to 
provide at least 10 years of science capabilities for researchers…”. 
 

 
“THE DELIVERY of the Columbus module is officially accepted by NASA during a ceremony in 
the Space Station Processing Facility.  Participating in the welcoming ceremony are from left, 
William Gerstenmaier, NASA associate administrator for Space Operations, Alan Thirkettle, 
International Space Station program manager, European Space Agency, Jim Kennedy, director, 
Kennedy Space Center, and Russell Romanella, director, International Space Station and 
Payload Processing.”   

 
 
On page 6, “KSC encourages summer students to make most of internship”, by 
Jennifer Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  A portion of the article says “Did anyone notice the 
wave of enthusiasm that washed over Kennedy Space Center on June 5? It was the 
refreshing eagerness to explore that arrives with the summer interns in the Education 
Programs and University Research Division. Approximately 50 interns attended an 
orientation for their summer internships at the Operations and Checkout Building 
Mission Briefing Room… 
 

 
“THE KENNEDY Space Center summer interns class of 2006 gained valuable insight at a June 
5 orientation held at the Operations and Checkout Building. Approximately 50 students will be 
participating in the program.” 
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External Relations Director Lisa Malone advised the students to make the most of their 
internships... She urged them to not be intimidated. “If you see exciting projects, ask to 
be part of it,” she said… Center Director Jim Kennedy said he entered the NASA family 
as an intern about 35 years ago…”. 
 

 
 
 

 

From The June 23, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 4 and 5, “STS-121 crew, Discovery ready for July launch”.  In part, the 
story reads “Processing continues around Kennedy Space Center as NASA prepares to 
launch Space Shuttle Discovery and seven crew members on the STS-121 mission to 
the International Space Station on July 1 from Launch Pad 39B. The launch window 
extends to July 19… 
 
This mission is to carry on analysis of safety improvements that debuted on the return-
to-flight mission, STS-114, and build upon those tests. The astronauts and ground 
crews for STS-121 conducted a smooth full launch dress rehearsal at KSC on June 13 
through 16… Discovery will carry the Italian-built, multi-purpose logistics module 
Leonardo, with more than two tons of equipment and supplies aboard… Undocking is 
set for flight day 11. Discovery’s crew will make final preparations for the return home 
on flight day 12, with landing at KSC’s Shuttle Landing Facility on flight day 13.”… 
 

 
“THE STS-121 crew concludes emergency egress practice from Launch Pad 39B with a photo 
at the top of the fixed service structure. From left are Mission Specialists Michael Fossum and 
Thomas Reiter, Pilot Mark Kelly, Commander Steven Lindsey, and Mission Specialists Lisa 
Nowak, Stephanie Wilson and Piers Sellers.” 



Page 29 
 

 
“SPACE SHUTTLE Program and mission managers meet for the traditional Flight Readiness 
Review, a thorough assessment of preparations for the mission. Among those seated at the 
table on the left are Center Director Jim Kennedy, Associate Administrator for Space Operations 
William Gerstenmaier and Marshall Space Flight Center Director Dave King. Shuttle Program 
Manager Wayne Hale is seated under the center screen on the back wall. Also attending is 
NASA Administrator Mike Griffin. The June 16-17 meeting produced a number of key decisions 
about Discovery’s mission, STS-121, including selection of a July 1 official launch date.” 
 

To expand a little on some of the players in the above photo, going counterclockwise 
from middle top, at the table are; Mike Suffredini, Jim Kennedy (behind Jim, from left to 
right, are Tim Wilson, Terry Wilcutt, and Bob Doremus), Bryan O’Connor, Bill 
Gerstenmaier, Dave King, Michael Coates, Wayne Hale, and LeRoy Cain.  John 
Muratore is at the far right middle of the photo.  I believe Mike Griffin is right behind Bill 
Gerstenmaier, in the black sport shirt, and Shana Dale is to Mike’s left. 
 
 
 
 

From The July 7, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 2, 4 and 5, “A star-spangled start to STS-121”.  Part of the feature says “ 
 “The Space Shuttle Discovery is now docked at the International Space Station after 
lifting off at 2:38 p.m. on July 4 from Kennedy Space Center, Fla. This was the first-ever 
space shuttle launch on Independence Day… “We’re absolutely thrilled to be safely 
back in space again and are looking forward to evaluating shuttle system ascent 
performance as soon as possible,” said NASA Administrator Michael Griffin shortly after 
launch. Discovery’s mission, STS-121, is the second in NASA’s Return to Flight 
sequence… 
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Discovery is flying with new safety features for STS-121. Technicians removed and 
replaced approximately 5,000 of the shuttle’s 16,000 gap fillers prior to launch. 
Technicians have also installed hardened tiles on Discovery’s nose landing gear 
doors… Discovery’s external tank, known as ET-119, was the first to fly without the 
protuberance air load (PAL) ramps. After detailed inspections, engineering analysis and 
testing, the Space Shuttle Program determined the PAL ramps were not necessary and 
it would be a safety improvement to remove the ramps. This is the biggest aerodynamic 
change to the tank in the shuttle’s history…”. 

 
 
 
 
 
“THE STS-121 crew members display the spirit of the 
Fourth of July holiday with their flags as they stride out 
of the Operations and Checkout Building. Leading the 
way are Pilot Mark Kelly (left) and Commander Steven 
Lindsey (right). Behind them are Mission Specialists 
(second row) Lisa Nowak and Michael Fossum; (third 
row) Stephanie Wilson and Piers Sellers; and (at the 
rear) Thomas Reiter.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Of note, STS-121 is the only U.S. human spaceflight to date, that launched on July 4th, 

and STS-4 is the only U.S. human space mission that landed on July 4 (July 4, 1982).  

Thanks a bunch Pete Chitko and Armando Oliu!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“SPACE SHUTTLE Discovery kicks off the Fourth of 
July fireworks with its own fiery display as it rockets into 
the blue sky on mission STS-121.” 
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“IN THE Orbiter Processing Facility at left, NASA Vehicle Manager Scott Thurston (far left) gives 
a personal tour to U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney (center) and his family. They are walking 
underneath the orbiter Atlantis. Walking next to Cheney is Shana Dale, NASA deputy 
administrator. Cheney flew to KSC on July 1 to view the first launch attempt of Space Shuttle 
Discovery on mission STS-121. ABOVE, ON the Skid Strip at Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station, U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney waves before entering Air Force One. Preceding him 
is his wife, Lynne.” 

 
 
On page 3, “Firing Room 4 debuts for STS-121”, by Charlie Plain, Staff Writer.  A 
portion of the feature states “When Space Shuttle Discovery lifted off on its STS-121 
mission from Kennedy Space Center, the best view of the flight may have been from the 
new Firing Room 4… On launch day, a firing room is packed with upwards of 216 
engineers at computer consoles, checking a space shuttle’s systems to make sure 
everything is ready for launch… 
 

 
 
 
 
“FIRING ROOM 4 in the Launch Control 
Center is prepared for the STS-121 mission. 
The room underwent two years of renovations.” 

 
 
 
 

The renovation of Firing Room 4 gave designers an opportunity to blast away from the 
past and build the ideal space shuttle launch control room… The end result of NASA’s 
careful planning is a comfortably cool, quiet and well-organized room specifically suited 
for space shuttle launches.” 
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On page 6, “Former astronaut Helms leads 45th Space Wing”, by 
Jennifer Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “Former astronaut and current 
U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Susan Helms continued exploring new territory as she 
recently assumed the role of commander of the 45th Space Wing and director of the 
Eastern Range at Patrick Air Force Base. She officially acquired the new role on June 
21 during a formal change-of-command ceremony at the base, making her the wing’s 
first female commander… 
 
Helms was selected by NASA in 1990. By the end of her 12-year NASA career, she had 
lived in space for a total of 211 days. As an astronaut, she flew on shuttle missions 
STS-54 (1993), STS-64 (1994), STS-78 (1996), STS-101 (2000) and STS-102 (2001), 
in which she arrived at the International Space Station as a member of the Expedition 2 
crew. She has logged 5,064 hours in space, including a world-recordsetting spacewalk 
of 8 hours and 56 minutes… 
 
She returned to the U.S. Air Force in 2002. Most recently, Helms served as deputy 
director of operations at the headquarters of the Air Education and Training Command 
at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. Prior to that, she was vice commander of the 45th 
Space Wing from June 2004 to February 2005…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“SUSAN HELMS, U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen., will command the 
45th Space Wing.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wikipedia has a read on Susan.  This video is a good interview with Susan, and this one 
is Susan’s induction into the Astronauts Hall of Fame in 2011. 
 
 
 
 

From the July 22, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 4 and 5, “Discovery, STS-121 crew complete busy 13-day mission”.  
Part of the article says “The Space Shuttle Discovery and its crew are home after a 13-
day, five-million-mile journey in space… Following landing, Lindsey and his crew 
completed the traditional walk-around, post-landing inspection of the shuttle. “I have 
been on four flights, and this is the cleanest vehicle I’ve ever seen,” said Steve Lindsey. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_Helms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiuonu_ev3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKAJI_VghLw
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“We had two major objectives and we accomplished both of those, and we’re ready to 
assemble the space station.”… Discovery delivered more than 28,000 pounds of 
equipment and supplies to the station, as well as a third crew member… President 
George W. Bush called the astronauts to congratulate them on a successful mission…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“DISCOVERY TOUCHES down on 
Runway 15 at NASA’s Shuttle Landing 
Facility after completing mission STS-
121 to the International Space Station. 
Main gear touchdown occurred at 9:14 
a.m.” 

 
 
 
 

 

    
“DURING THE traditional post-flight walk-around after the landing of an orbiter, crew members 
Michael Fossum, mission specialist, and Steven Lindsey, commander, talk with NASA 
Administrator Mike Griffin (left).”  “CENTER DIRECTOR Jim Kennedy greets Mission Specialist 
Stephanie Wilson after landing. To the right of Kennedy is Deputy Director Bill Parsons talking 
to Mission Specialist Piers Sellers.” 

 
 
 
 

From The August 4, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 4 and 5, “Atlantis processing complete for late August launch - Flight 
Readiness Review will decide launch date”.  Part of the story reads “Space Shuttle 
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Atlantis awaits the opening of its launch window on Aug. 27 for an 11 day mission to the 
International Space Station after its four-mile trip to Launch Pad 39-B. At press time, 
mission managers were discussing whether to open the launch window a day earlier 
due to launch and external tank separation lighting conditions… The STS-115 crew of 
six astronauts will resume construction of the station by installing the integrated P3/P4 
truss segment with its two large solar arrays…”. 
  

 
 

“DURING 
ATLANTIS’ move to 
the Vehicle 
Assembly Building, 
the processing team 
proudly stands by 
the orbiter. The 
opening of the 
launch window is 
Aug. 27. The Flight 
Readiness Review 
will decide the 
launch date.” 
 

 
 
 
 

From The August 18, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 4, “STS-115 crew, Atlantis prepare for late August launch”.  In part, 
the article reads “Golden twilight sunshine welcomed the STS-115 astronauts on Aug. 7 
as they swooped into Kennedy Space Center for an intensive week of training and a 
realistic launch rehearsal to get them ready for their upcoming mission. 

 

 
 
 
 
“THE STS-115 crew, from left, 
Christopher Ferguson, Brent Jett, 
Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper, Joseph 
Tanner, Steven MacLean and Daniel 
Burbank, pauses for a moment outside 
the orbiter access arm’s White Room.” 
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Known as the terminal countdown demonstration test, the event includes seemingly 
every part of a launch but the actual liftoff. The event takes place approximately two 
weeks before the mission and gives the crew the chance to perform important tasks like 
check the fit of their spacesuits, “shoot” landings in the Shuttle Training Aircraft and take 
part in a full launch day simulation. Participating in the test was the entire STS-115 
crew, consisting of Commander Brent Jett, Pilot Christopher Ferguson and Mission 
Specialists Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper, Joseph Tanner, Daniel Burbank and Steven 
MacLean, who is from the Canadian Space Agency…”. 
 
 
The following STS-115 mission insignia and description are from Wikipedia. 
 

“…The patch was designed by Graham Huber, Gigi 
Lui, and Peter Hui in conjunction with York University 
in Toronto, Canada…To reflect the primary mission 
of the flight, the patch depicts a solar panel as the 
main element. As the Space Shuttle Atlantis 
launches towards the ISS, its trail depicts the symbol 
of the Astronaut Office. The starburst, representing 
the power of the sun, rises over the Earth and shines 
on the solar panel. The shuttle flight number 115 is 
shown at the bottom of the patch, along with the ISS 
assembly designation 12A (the 12th American 
assembly mission). The blue Earth in the background 
reminds us of the importance of space exploration 
and research to all of Earth's inhabitants…”.  
 
 

 
On page 3, “Dowdell credits colleagues for Director’s Award”, by Linda Herridge, 
Staff Writer.  Part of the feature says “William Dowdell received Kennedy Space 
Center’s highest honor, the KSC Director’s Award, during the recent NASA Awards 
Ceremony. Dowdell is chief of the Mission Management Office and technical operations 
director for payload launches in the International Space Station/Payload Processing 
directorate… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“WILLIAM DOWDELL, chief of the Mission Management Office 
and technical operations director for payload launches, received 
the KSC Director’s Award.” 
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“I was very honored to receive this award,” Dowdell said… Reminiscing about his 
quarter-century at KSC, Dowdell said he never dreamed he’d be working for NASA. 
Coming to the Space Coast from his hometown of Fairmont, W.Va., was by chance… 
“Working for Norm Carlson, and later Mike Leinbach in the Shuttle Processing 
Directorate made it very easy in my current job to integrate the space station work effort 
with the shuttle operations integrated flow,” Dowdell said… 
 
Russ Romanella, director of Station/ Payload Processing, said Dowdell’s insight into 
ground processing of human space flight vehicles is unsurpassed… “We are building a 
one-of-a-kind laboratory in space,” Dowdell said. “The technology and its robustness will 
be a huge help to the agency as we prepare to go to the moon and Mars…”.    
 
 
 
 

From The September 1, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 5, “Weather prime factor in delaying Atlantis launch”.  A portion of 
the story reads “On the morning of Aug. 29, NASA mission managers decided to roll 
back Atlantis before the effects of Tropical Storm Ernesto reached Kennedy Space 
Center. Later that day when Atlantis was halfway back to the Vehicle Assembly Building 
and the intensity of the storm began to drop, mission managers decided to return the 
shuttle back to the pad… Atlantis will require eight days of launch preparations once it 
returns to Launch Pad 39B. 
 

 
 

The shuttle was poised on Aug. 25 for launch to the International Space Station on 
mission STS-115 two days later until a strong lightning bolt hit the lightning rod on top of 
the fixed service structure. The rod performed as designed, capturing the bolt and 
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sending it to ground via the catenary wire… But it did not leave the orbiter 
undisturbed… 
 
After the lightning strike, personnel on individual systems examined data for their 
systems. Most were cleared; however, some data indicated a disturbance on the 
hydrogen vent arm of the fixed service structure. The mission management team 
decided further analysis was needed. The launch date was first postponed at least 24 
hours and later 48 hours to Aug. 29…”. 
 
 

 
On page 3, “Guy Etheridge leaves legacy for future”, by Jennifer Wolfinger, Staff 
Writer.  In part, the article states “Kennedy Space Center workers and industry partners 
worldwide relied on the late Guy Etheridge’s creative problem-solving, ability to turn 
visions into reality, team-building skills and persistence… Before losing his life due to an 
alleged drunk driver on Aug. 12, Etheridge helped develop the NASA application of a 
green fluorescent protein imager tool that can be controlled remotely to collect digital 
images and transmit those images in real time… 
 
According to Etheridge’s supervisor Charlie Quincy, he was a champion of good ideas 
that required nurturing to proceed. “Behind the scenes, Guy was instrumental in many 
ways, including planning the SLS Lab, gaining recognition for research at KSC, and 
securing funding and authorization for researchers to do what’s important. He 
understood why scientific questions were important. Guy enabled players to be 
successful,” he said…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“ETHERIDGE SPEAKS to rising high school seniors at his alma 
mater, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. The students are part of 
Operation Catapult, a summer program for students to work with 
faculty and staff.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    

From The September 15, 2006, Spaceport News 

On pages 1, 4 and 5, “Atlantis, STS-115 return to space station construction”, by 
Jennifer Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  In part, the article says “Moments before the launch of 
Space Shuttle Atlantis on STS-115, Commander Brent Jett expressed the crew’s 
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excitement about the mission from his seat inside the orbiter… Atlantis and its six-
member crew are docked at the International Space Station after lifting off from 
Kennedy Space Center at 11:15 a.m. on Sept. 9. The liftoff was the fifth in the launch 
window after weather and a fuel cell issue delayed previous attempts… 
 
Atlantis’ flight resumes construction of the station. The shuttle and station crews will 
work with ground teams to install a girder-like structure, known as the P3/P4 truss, 
aboard the station. The 35,000-pound piece includes a set of giant solar arrays, 
batteries and associated electronics. The arrays eventually will double the station’s 
power capability…”. 
 

 
“AFTER A week’s delay of launching due to weather and technical issues, the crew members of 
mission STS-115 enjoy the traditional breakfast before their third attempt to launch on Space 
Shuttle Atlantis. Seated left to right are Mission Specialists Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper and 
Joseph Tanner, Commander Brent Jett, Pilot Christopher Ferguson and Mission Specialists 
Steven MacLean and Daniel Burbank.” 
 

   
“SPACE SHUTTLE Atlantis lifts off at 11:15 a.m. on Sept. 9 for its rendezvous with the 
International Space Station on mission STS-115.”  “INSIDE THE Launch Control Center, KSC 
Director Jim Kennedy congratulates the launch team after the liftoff of Space Shuttle Atlantis on 
mission STS-115. Behind him are (left to right) Shuttle Launch Director Mike Leinbach, Pat 
Leslie and Robbie Ashley, STS-115 payload manager.” 
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“INSIDE THE Launch Control Center, Shuttle 
Launch Director Mike Leinbach informs the team of 
the decision to reverse the rollback of Atlantis and 
return to Launch Pad 39B.” 

   
  
 
 
 
 

In the above photo, Armando Oliu, in the beige shirt, has his back turned toward Mike 
Leinbach and I am in the background, in the light shirt, with the bald head.  And Angie 
Brewer is to the left of Armando.  Funny story.  I thought I recognized Armando and sent 
him an email to confirm same.  He responded to me with a ‘yes’, and noted that I was 
also in the photo, which I did not pick up on, along with Angie.  I think Doug Lyons might 
be in the light trousers and dark shirt, facing away from the camera, just to the right of 
Armando.  Those of us in the photo, behind Mike, are probably helping him with 
something regarding the rollback and return of Atlantis to LC39B.  Thanks a bunch 
Armando!!!!!   
 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Parsons to be next Kennedy Space Center director”.  A portion 
of the article reads “NASA Administrator Michael Griffin named William (Bill) Parsons 
the new director of the Kennedy Space Center, effective in January. Parsons succeeds 
Jim Kennedy, who is retiring. Parsons currently serves as deputy director of KSC, a 
position he has held since February…”. 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
“BILL PARSONS will become the Kennedy Space Center director in 
January.” 

     
 
 
 
 

 
On page 5, “NASA’s shuttle program marks 200th tank fueling”, by Linda Herridge, 
Staff Writer.  Part of the feature says “In 1976, our country marked its bicentennial 
celebration with fireworks and fanfare. Thirty years later, NASA’s Space Shuttle 
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Program marked its own exciting milestone — the 200th combined liquid oxygen/liquid 
hydrogen loading of an external tank, prior to the launch of mission STS-115. After the 
launch, the tanking team gathered around a special banner in Kennedy Space Center’s 
Firing Room 4 to commemorate the event. 
 
“It’s times like these that remind me we’re living the good old days right now,” said 
Diane Stees, the liquid hydrogen lead engineer for NASA’s external tank cryogenic 
systems in the fluid systems division. “I feel fortunate to support this milestone, 
especially in the company of such an outstanding external tank load and launch 
team.”… 
 
Delma Amorim-Pichardo was a software engineer for Martin Marietta external tank 
operations during STS-1. She was one of several who developed and implemented the 
LH2 and LO2 loading and launch software. “The launch of STS-1 was very exciting for 
all of us,” Pichardo said. “I remember our office walls being wallpapered with printer 
plotter data for us to analyze. “We were so motivated, we forgot about going home. 
Some of the engineers slept on their desks,” Pichardo reminisced. Today she is a 
hardware engineer for the LH2 system…”. 
 

 
“THE TEAM responsible for loading the combined liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen for the 
space shuttle’s external tank gathers in the Launch Control Center’s Firing Room 4 after 
accomplishing the 200th load. Diane Stees (second from left in top row), liquid hydrogen lead 
engineer for NASA’s external tank cryogenic systems in the fluid systems division…”. 
 

The following is from Diane Stees:  “…I used to get the banners made. We had one for 
the 100th tanking and one for the last flight, as I recall. We all signed the last one for 
STS-135 and I think it was displayed in the KSC VIC for a short while, as I recall… I 
think I am in possession of the banners…”. 
 
Thanks a bunch Diane!!!!! 
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On page 7. 
 

 
 

“40 years ago: ‘Operation Big Move’ gave employees different view during drive 
to work”, by Kay Grinter, Reference Librarian.  In part, the feature states “In August 
1961, NASA announced intentions to expand the Cape Canaveral launch facilities for 
manned lunar flight. Procedures were established to purchase the land north and west 
of the U.S. Air Force Missile Test Center for a new space center using the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers as the real estate acquisition agent… 
 
In the meantime, NASA and contractor personnel were stationed in numerous local 
facilities… Perhaps most memorable are the Apollo Building, the Holiday Office 
Complex, and the Cape Royal Building in Cocoa Beach… As construction of the first of 
the new facilities was completed in 1964, “Operation Big Move,” the initiative to relocate 
the space program workers, got under way. A Move Committee was formed to provide 
general oversight for the relocation and plan the move schedule… 
 
The first facility on Kennedy Space Center property to be occupied was the Central 
Supply Warehouse in the industrial area… Occupancy of the Manned Spacecraft 
Operations Building (now known as the Operations and Checkout Building), 
Headquarters Building, Central Instrumentation Facility and Vehicle Assembly Building 
towers followed as construction of each facility was completed… 
 
After the in-house move crew received its assignments for the weekend, local 
household goods carriers were hired on bills of lading to fill the additional requirements. 
This usually entailed six or seven van lines, 10 to 12 additional trucks and 60 to 70 extra 
men…”. 
 

 
“THE HOLIDAY Office Center in Cocoa Beach was previously located across from the Holiday 
Inn on State Road A1A and was home to many NASA sub-contractor offices before “Operation 
Big Move.” 
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From The September 29, 2006, Spaceport News 

On pages 1, 4 and 5, “STS-115 mission boosts space station’s power - Crew 
touches down after successful return to construction”.  Part of the feature reads 
“Space Shuttle Atlantis and its crew are home after a 12-day journey of more than 4.9 
million miles in space. The mission, STS-115, succeeded in restarting assembly of the 
International Space Station. The crew delivered and installed the massive P3/P4 truss, 
an integral part of the station’s backbone, and two sets of solar arrays that will 
eventually provide one-quarter of the station’s power… 
 
With Atlantis and its crew safely home, the stage is set for the next phase of 
International Space Station assembly. Preparations continue for Space Shuttle 
Discovery’s launch, targeted for mid-December, on the STS-116 mission…”. 
 

 
“THE STS-115 crew poses in front of the orbiter Atlantis, which brought them safely back from 
space to Kennedy Space Center. From left are Mission Specialists Daniel Burbank, Heidemarie 
Stefanyshyn-Piper and Steven MacLean, Pilot Christopher Ferguson, Commander Brent Jett 
and Mission Specialist Joseph Tanner.” 
 
 

On page 3, “STS-121 crew shares mission highlights with employees”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the article says “It was “standing room only” inside 
Kennedy Space Center’s training auditorium as workers gathered to welcome mission 
STS-121 crew members back to the Space Coast. Commander Steve Lindsey, Pilot 
Mark Kelly and Mission Specialists Lisa Nowak and Piers Sellers returned to share 
mission highlights and accomplishments from the 13-day mission… 
 
Center Director Jim Kennedy introduced the crew members and welcomed everyone to 
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the presentation… Commander Steve Lindsey expressed the crew’s appreciation for 
the work force. “We’re here to thank you for all that you did to put this mission together,” 
Lindsey said. “It’s your hard work and dedication that helped to make a safe launch 
possible.” The crew members provided narration for a 20-minute video presentation that 
showed mission activities, including the spectacular launch, docking with the station, 
three dramatic spacewalks, other station activities and the shuttle landing at KSC. 
 
Kennedy, along with Deputy Center Director Bill Parsons and Deputy Director for 
Shuttle Processing Rita Willcoxon, presented each crew member with a special mission 
memento…”. 
 

   
“STS-121 CREW members, including from left, Piers Sellers, Lisa Nowak, Steve Lindsey 
(second from right) and Mark Kelly receive a certificate of appreciation from Center Director Jim 
Kennedy, Deputy Director for Shuttle Processing Rita Willcoxon and Deputy Center Director Bill 
Parsons.  On the right, “…the standing-room audience at the Training Auditorium.” 

 
 
 

 

From the October 13, 2006 Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 4, “NASA opens door to exploration”, by Anna Heiney, Staff Writer  
A portion of the article states “As the door is closing on NASA’s Space Shuttle Program, 
another door is opening to make way for the next generation of human space vehicles: 
the Constellation Program. The 50-foot-tall door at the west end of the high bay in 
Kennedy Space Center’s historic Operations and Checkout Building was opened for the 
first time in more than two decades during a ceremony Sept. 26… 
 
Lockheed Martin plans to use the 40-year-old facility to complete final assembly and 
testing of the new Orion crew capsule, NASA’s next-generation human spacecraft... As 
the ceremonial scissors snipped through the red ribbon, the six-paneled door slid open 
with barely a sound, beginning a new chapter in the storied building’s rich history. 
 
Kennedy Space Center Director Jim Kennedy, who was a sophomore at nearby Cocoa 
Beach High School when construction on the building was completed in 1964, noted the 
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upcoming work on the Orion crew exploration vehicle helps to ensure the center’s 
future. “We open these doors today to a bright future,” Kennedy said…”. 
  

   
On the left, “THE WEST high-bay door of the Operations and Checkout Building opens after a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. The state provided $35 million through Space Florida to bring 
Lockheed Martin to Kennedy, and to use this facility as a factory for Orion crew modules and 
service modules.”  On the right, “NASA OFFICIALS cut the ribbon to officially reactivate the 
Operations and Checkout Building’s west door as an entry to the crew exploration vehicle 
environment. From left are Russell Romanella, director of the ISS Payload and Processing 
Directorate; Conrad Nagel, consultant for Space Florida; Adrian Lafitte, director of government 
relations for Lockheed Martin; Jim Kennedy, director of KSC; Mark Jager, program manager of 
Checkout, Assembly, Payloads Processing Services with Boeing; and Lynda Weatherman of 
the Economic Development Commission.” 
 
 

 
 

From the October 27, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 4, “STS-116 crew members prepare for December launch”, by 
Elaine Marconi, Staff Writer.  In part, the article says “With a complex mission ahead of 
them, the seven crew members of upcoming space shuttle mission STS-116 were at 
Kennedy Space Center on Oct. 11 through 13 to participate in the Crew Equipment 
Interface Test. The astronauts had an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the 
orbiter controls and its payloads before Discovery’s scheduled launch in December… 
 
Discovery has completed more than 30 successful missions, surpassing the number of 
flights made by any other orbiter in NASA’s fleet. The shuttle will deliver another truss 
segment and a SPACEHAB element to the International Space Station…”. 
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On the left, “STS-116 CREW members get a close look at the underside of the orbiter Discovery 
in the Orbiter Processing Facility. The astronauts are, from left, Commander Mark Polansky, 
Mission Specialists Joan Higginbotham and Nicholas Patrick, Pilot William Oefelein, and 
Mission Specialists Christer Fuglesang, who represents the European Space Agency, and 
Sunita Williams. The crew was at KSC for a Crew Equipment Interface Test.”  On the right, 
“FROM LEFT, at the Shuttle Landing Facility, Deputy Director William Parsons and Discovery 
Flow Director Stephanie Stilson greet STS-116 Mission Specialists Robert Curbeam and 
Nicholas Patrick after they arrive for the Crew Equipment Interface Test.” 
 

 
 
On page 3, “Myers proud of Society of Women Engineers award”.  A portion of the 
story reads “The Society of Women Engineers recently named Kennedy Space Center 
employee Harmony Myers a recipient of the organization’s 2006 Distinguished New 
Engineer Award. Myers was recognized for her contributions to ensure the safety of the 
space shuttle, for local and regional leadership in the Society of Women Engineers (also 
known as the SWE), and for providing guidance and support to the group’s collegiate 
members… Myers is a reliability and safety engineer for NASA…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“HARMONY MYERS was honored with the 2006 Distinguished 
New Engineer Award from the Society of Women Engineers.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Harmony is currently the Director of the NASA Safety Center and her bio is at this site. 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/hq/nsc/people/bio/harmony_myers
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From The November 10, 2006, Spaceport News 
On page 1, “Space Shuttle Discovery at pad for December flight”.  A portion of the 
article states “NASA’s Space Shuttle Discovery completed two milestones as workers 
continue preparing the orbiter for a December launch to the International Space Station. 
On Oct. 31, drivers moved Discovery from the Orbiter Processing Facility to the Vehicle 
Assembly Building… Discovery’s next milestone was the 4.2-mile trip to Launch Pad 
39B in preparation for its mission, designated STS-116…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“SPACE SHUTTLE Discovery rolls 
toward the Vehicle Assembly 
Building after leaving bay 3 of the 
Orbiter Processing Facility. First 
motion was at 9:23 p.m. on Oct. 31.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The following STS-116 mission insignia and description are from Wikipedia. 

 

 
 
 
 
“The STS-116 patch design signifies the continuing 
assembly of the International Space Station (ISS)… 
The crew patch depicts the space shuttle rising 
above the Earth and ISS. The United States and 
Swedish flags trail the orbiter, depicting the 
international composition of the STS-116 crew. The 
seven stars of the constellation Ursa Major are used 
to provide direction to the North Star, which is 
superimposed over the installation location of the P5 
truss on ISS…”. 
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From The November 24, 2006, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 3, “STS-116 crew completes training for December launch”.  Part 
of the story reads “Crew members for the mission STS-116 completed the terminal 
countdown demonstration test on Nov. 13 to 16 in preparation for the upcoming 12-day 
mission to the International Space Station. Launch is targeted for Dec. 7. The 
countdown test is standard prelaunch training and provides a crew with opportunities 
which include emergency egress training, a simulated launch countdown and payload 
familiarization… 
 
During the STS-116 mission, three spacewalks spread across the seven days of docked 
operations will involve the P5 spacer installation and reconfiguration of cables so that 
flight controllers in Mission Control at the Johnson Space Center in Houston can send 
commands to swap power generation and distribution from half of the P6 arrays to the 
newest P4 pair… The highest priority tasks of the flight will be to transfer one station 
crew member for another, install the new P5 short spacer, reconfigure the electrical 
power system and thermal control system and transfer extra oxygen to storage tanks on 
the outside of the U.S. Quest Airlock.” 

 

 
 
 
 
“THE MISSION STS-116 crew poses in the 
White Room on Launch Pad 39B. Clockwise 
from left are Mission Specialists Robert 
Curbeam and Sunita Williams, Pilot William 
Oefelein, Mission Specialist Joan 
Higginbotham, Commander Mark Polansky, 
and Mission Specialists Christer Fuglesang 
and Nicholas Patrick.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On pages 2, 4 and 5, “2006 Family Day at the Kennedy Space Center and Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station”.  A portion of the article states “More than 44,000 people 
took advantage of the Kennedy Space Center/ Cape Canaveral Air Force Station 2006 
Family Day on Nov. 18… Long lines formed at the facilities, including the Vehicle 
Assembly Building, Orbiter Processing Facility bay 2 and the Launch Control Center, 
among many others. Astronauts also autographed memorabilia at the Operations and 
Checkout Building’s Mission Briefing Room, the Parachute Refurbishment Facility and 
the Air Force Museum at the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. 
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“WITH THE theme “Launching the Future Together: A Family Celebration,” more than 44,000 
people got a rare glimpse of the facilities at the Kennedy Space Center and the Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station during the 2006 Family Day, including the Vehicle Assembly Building. All 
badged KSC, CCAFS and 45th Space Wing employees were able to escort their guests.” 
 

 
 
“CENTER DIRECTOR Jim Kennedy (fifth from 
right) talks to guests outside the Orbiter 
Processing Facility bay 2 during the Nov. 18 
Family Day, when more than 44,000 people were 
able to tour facilities at KSC, the Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station and the Naval Ordnance Test 
Unit. The 2006 Family Day was the first 
opportunity for center employees to escort family 
and friends on a tour of these facilities since 
2000…”. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

From The December 8, 2006, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “STS-116 is Higginbotham’s time for Discovery”, by During her nine-
year tenure as an engineer at Kennedy Space Center, Joan Higginbotham actively 
participated in 53 space shuttle launches — an impressive accomplishment for anyone. 
But when she returns to Kennedy for the launch of Discovery on STS-116, she’ll take 
“participation” to a whole new level: as astronaut Joan Higginbotham on her first shuttle 
mission. 
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The Chicago native’s planned vocational path didn’t initially point to the space 
program… “What I had envisioned for myself was to get a degree — my electrical 
engineering degree — and go on to work for IBM.”… But an engineering hiring freeze at 
the industry giant coupled with an offer from NASA changed all that. Two weeks after 
her graduation from Southern Illinois University in 1987, Higginbotham arrived in Florida 
and began her career at the space center as a payload electrical engineer… 
 
Over the ensuing years, she held a number of positions in the shuttle program… at the 
urging of one of her bosses, she applied to join the astronaut corps in 1994. When she 
didn’t make the cut on her first try, Higginbotham returned to Florida Tech, this time 
earning a master’s in space systems while continuing to work full time at the space 
center… That payoff came when she applied a second time to become an astronaut. 
Her hard work was rewarded and she headed for Houston as part of the 1996 astronaut 
class… 
 
“My primary task in this mission is to act as robotics arm operator on the space station 
along with Suni (Williams). I am the load master, who is the person in charge of transfer, 
and I also am in charge of deploying some small satellites once we undock from the 
space station,” Higginbotham said… 
 

 
 
 
 
“JOAN HIGGINBOTHAM, a mission specialist for 
STS-116, talks to Kennedy Space Center Deputy 
Director Bill Parsons after arriving at the center 
for a terminal countdown demonstration test last 
month.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Joan retired from NASA in 2007.  The following is a short video with Joan.  There are 
over 20 neat videos in this series, “NASA In Their Own Words”, including with many 
astronauts.  I found it best to go to the YouTube website and use the search words 
“NASA In Their Own Words”, to get to the videos.  George Hoggard, Conrad Nagel and 
Omar Baez are also among the interviewees. 
 
 
On page 5, “Space shuttle Ice Team is cool under pressure”, by Cheryl Mansfield, 
Staff Writer.  In part, the article says “Drama builds as the countdown clock ticks down 
toward another space shuttle launch. Dressed in bright orange protective suits and 
prepared for the mission, an elite group boards a van and the convoy heads to the 
launch pad where the shuttle awaits… To say that members of the Ice Team — officially 
called the Final Inspection Team — need to be cool under pressure is an 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnqGRsF0bWo
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understatement. When your job means spending more than two hours completely 
inspecting a fully fueled space shuttle as it stands ready for launch, it’s not your typical 
day at the office… 
 
If the team spots something out of the ordinary, “We can make a real-time decision,” 
said Tom Ford, who heads the inspection team. As the team leader, Ford plays a pivotal 
role as he coordinates the team’s work and communicates its findings to the launch 
director... Primed for action, they wait for orders from the NASA test director to proceed 
to the pad. It’s during a built-in hold in the countdown at the T-3 hour mark that the team 
gets to work… 
 
“It’s really cool when we’re driving up there and seeing the vehicle, with the oxygen 
clouds boiling off. It’s surreal,” said Ford. “Especially when it’s dark and all the Xenon 
lights are on.”… the team members can hear the hum, creeks, bangs and other noises 
emitted by the vehicle towering overhead as it undergoes temperature changes… With 
a final… inspection of the vehicle completed and the team members in agreement on 
their findings, they load their van and head back to launch control, where Ford reports to 
the launch director… He ends his 12-hour day by checking the first of many video 
replays, a job that he’ll continue doing over the next five days. “When you launch, it 
feels great,” said Ford…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“FROM THIS vantage point at the 135-foot level 
of the launch pad’s fixed service structure, team 
leader Tom Ford (using binoculars) and his 
crew visually inspect and photograph the 
vehicle.” 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also in view in the above photo, Armando Oliu is number 1, Jeff Thon is number 4, and 
just beyond Tom is Scott Otto.  The following are some words provided by Armando 
regarding the Final Inspection Team: “…It was a bit strange heading into the pad with 
no guard at the gate and just driving straight up the ramp.  No other vehicles or people 
except for the Closeout Crew… Once our van stopped and parked on the pad apron, 
just south of the Pad elevators, we all pretty much knew we had a heck of a 
responsibility at hand….to fully inspect the entire stack and FSS/MLP prior to launch. 
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As we moved from level to level down the FSS we would always chat and make sure no 
one had any issues or needed more time to view something from the particular 
level.  Back on the subject of the noises; on the MLP deck when the team was near the 
TSM’s, the noises from the MLP, TSM, and engine purges were so loud we literally 
yelled at each other to talk to one another.  The inspection normally ran about two 
hours, which sounds like a lot of time, but when you are doing it, it sure goes by quick 
and wanting more time…  I am sure if one asked every single person that ever went out 
on the team they would say they left knowing they did a thorough inspection while also 
wondering if they did a thorough inspection… 
 
It may sound strange but while doing the job there was nothing fun about it because of 
the responsibility, but looking back it was a fun job to have for sure.  By far the best job I 
have ever done in 30-plus years at KSC and NASA.”  Thanks a bunch Armando!!!!!  
 
 
 
 

From The December 22, 2006, Spaceport News 

 
On pages 1 and 3, “Discovery, STS-116 complete ‘powerful’ mission”.  In part, the 
article states “Discovery and the STS-116 crew were scheduled to land at the Kennedy 
Space Center on Thursday. The Space Shuttle Discovery and its seven member crew 
lifted off Dec. 9 from KSC at 8:47 p.m. on one of the most complex missions to the 
International Space Station in history… Discovery undocked from the space station on 
Dec. 19…”.  Discovery landed on December 22, at KSC, on runway 15. 
 

        
“SPACE SHUTTLE Discovery launches on mission STS-116 on Dec. 9.”  “THE STS-116 crew 
members exit the Operations and Checkout Building. Commander Mark Polansky (front at right) 
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leads the way. Behind him are Pilot William Oefelein and Mission Specialist Christer Fuglesang. 
On the left side, front to back, are Mission Specialists Joan Higginbotham, Nicholas Patrick, 
Sunita Williams and Robert Curbeam.” 
 
 

On pages 2 and 6, “Kennedy ends illustrious 31-year NASA career”, by Jeff 
Stuckey, Editor.  Part of the story says “Leading the Kennedy Space Center as director 
presented some of the most exciting moments Jim Kennedy experienced during his 31-
year career at NASA. It has been an honor for him to participate with the leadership 
team that operates under a common set of core values. “The truth of the matter is, this 
center is blessed with 15,000 great employees and several thousand great leaders from 
one level of the leadership chain to the next,” said Kennedy… 
 
His dream of contributing to the space program began as a boy attending the Riverside 
Presbyterian Church in Cocoa Beach, when astronaut John Glenn also began going to 
the church as he prepared for the first historic orbital launch… After graduating from the 
third class at Cocoa Beach High School, Kennedy chose to go to Auburn University as a 
co-op student with the Kennedy Space Center. He graduated with a degree in 
mechanical engineering, then later obtained a master’s degree in business 
administration from Georgia Southern University while in the U.S. Air Force… 
 
After his military service, Kennedy joined the Marshall Space Flight Center in 
Alabama… While at Marshall, he served as project manager for such projects as the 
Delta Clipper-Experimental Advanced and solid rocket boosters… In 2001, he became 
deputy director at Marshall… 
 
Even sweeter than being named Marshall’s deputy director was being asked to come 
home to Cocoa Beach to first become the deputy director at KSC for Roy Bridges, then 
moving into the center director’s office. “It is a privilege of a lifetime and one that I shall 
never forget,” Kennedy said. “The people at the Kennedy Space Center have become 
an integral part of my life and I hope to have them as my friends for life.” 
 

 
“IN THE firing room at the Launch Control Center, Kennedy Space Center Director Jim Kennedy 
(with microphone) congratulates the team for a successful second launch attempt of Space 
Shuttle Discovery on mission STS-116. Others in the room are (left to right) Deputy Director Bill 
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Parsons, External Relations Director Lisa Malone, NASA Flow Director for Discovery Stephanie 
Stilson, Shuttle Launch Director Mike Leinbach, Associate Administrator for Space Operations 
William Gerstenmaier and NASA Administrator Mike Griffin.” 

 
 
On page 2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part of the feature reads “Greetings…one last time. As I sit at my desk and type this 
final Kennedy Update, the retirement countdown clock given to me by my prior intern, 
Neil Berger, reads T-14 days and counting. When the clock reaches T-zero on Jan. 3, I 
will turn the reins over to our friend Bill Parsons, who will lead this center on to an 
extremely bright future. 
 
When I arrived at KSC over four years ago, I realized that this is indeed NASA’s crown 
jewel. This is the place where space exploration begins. We have a heritage so rich it 
makes you swell with pride in our past accomplishments and those of our forefathers… 
as I bid you Godspeed and say thanks for the memories, I will remind you that your 
friendship, your hard work and your passion for what you do has left me “KSC…And 
Proud To Be.” Go get ’em . . .”. 
 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “Employees, retirees enjoy 2006 Holiday Celebration at the 
Kennedy Space Center”.  The feature says “Whether you had a chance to enjoy the 
delicious food and great fellowship at the Headquarters Building or at the Operations 
and Support Building II, the Holiday Celebration held Dec. 14 was a festive event for 
everyone…”. 

 

 
 
 
“SOME OF the organizing committee for 
this year’s Holiday Celebration included, 
from left, Rachel McLean, Lisa Arnold, 
Maxine Johnson, Beth Smith, Peggy 
Parrish and Melinda Bouchez.” 
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“CENTER DIRECTOR Jim Kennedy (fourth from bottom right) and his wife, Bernadette, greet 
employees and retirees at the Operations Support Building II during the Holiday Celebration.”  

    
 

On page 7. 
 

 
 

“40 years ago: Flight Crew Training Building was where the ‘simulated’ action 
was”, by Kay Grinter, Reference Librarian.  A portion of the feature reads “Early 
concepts of the Operations and Checkout Building at Kennedy Space Center provided 
space for astronaut training equipment. A decision was made in early 1964, however, to 
house the simulators for specific Apollo mission tasks in a separate building across the 
street from the crew quarters… This Flight Crew Training Building was ready for 
occupancy by January 1966… 
 
Two mission simulators - one duplicating the Apollo command module and the other, 
the Lunar Excursion Module - were housed in the building’s high bay… the Lunar 
Surface Training Area, a large and sandy tract created outside, was immediately south 
of the training building. Man-made geological formations were strategically placed in the 
training area to provide the astronauts with realistic experiences similar to those they 
were expected to encounter on the moon. 
 
Geologists from the U.S. Geological Survey aided in the selection and placement of the 
rocks. They were gleaned from around the country and included rocks from California 
representative of those expected in lunar upland areas; volcanic cinders and boulders 
from around Flagstaff, Ariz.; granite and basalt rocks from quarries in South Carolina 
and Georgia; and special breccia-type rocks from an area near Austin, Texas. A 1.1-
mile course, dubbed the “rover racetrack,” was added for Lunar Rover Vehicle driving 
practice prior to the Apollo 15 mission in 1971. The route ran north to NASA Parkway; 
then east, parallel to the Parkway, to a simulated geology station; and back south to the 
Lunar Surface Training Area…”. 
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“APOLLO 16 backup astronauts 
Edgar Mitchell and Fred Haise 
(above) maneuver a lunar rover 
training vehicle in a field behind the 

Operations and Checkout Building. 
 
The O&C Building is in the upper 
right of the photo and the Launch 
Equipment Test Facility High Bay 
Building is in the upper left. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I took the photo to the left, on February 14, 2013; a 
remnant rock from the Lunar Surface Training Area.  
I think Barbara Naylor, the then KSC Historic 
Preservation Officer, accompanied me to get to the 
subject rock.  The Area has returned to its natural 
state. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Also on page 7, “Haulover Canal receives state historical marker”.  The feature 
states “state historical marker identifying the original Haulover Canal as a Florida 
Heritage Site was dedicated at the Haulover Canal manatee viewing area in Canaveral 
National Seashore on Dec. 6. This narrow strip of land between Mosquito Lagoon and 
the Indian River was used by Native Americans, Spanish explorers and early settlers as 
they carried canoes and small boats from one body of water to the other. 
 
Fort Ann was established nearby during the Second Seminole War to protect the 
military supplies being carried from the lagoon to the river. The first canal, three feet 
deep and 14 feet wide, was dug at the site in 1852. Steamboat and cargo ships used 
the passage until the railroad arrived in 1885. The Intracoastal Waterway incorporated 
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the Haulover Canal as a federal project in 1927 to be maintained by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.” 
 
The following photo of the marker is from an alamy.com website, with a little better 
clarity, versus the version in the Spaceport News article. 
 

 
 
The following is a good article, with some neat photos, about Haulover Canal, from 
SPACE COAST DAILY. 
 
 
On page 8, “Federally Employed Women load up Salvation Army stockings”.  The 
feature says “The Space Coast chapter of the Federally Employed Women would like to 
thank all the spaceport employees who donated to the annual Stuff a Stocking Project, 
part of the Salvation Army Christmas program. The gifts were given to young girls at the 
Hacienda Girls Ranch. In many cases, these are the only gifts these children will 
receive during the holiday season. Popular donated items included baby rattles, stuffed 
toys, coloring books, wallets, nail polish and crossword puzzles.” 
 
The captions for the photos on the following page are “AT LEFT, Federally Employed 
Women members Teresa Parham (left) and Ana Contreras load up holiday stockings for 
delivery to the Salvation Army. At right, Sandy Eliason (left) and Sandra Getter load 
stockings.”     
 

https://spacecoastdaily.com/2020/06/haulover-canal-among-most-historic-sites-on-merritt-island-used-as-early-as-1606-by-indians-explorers/
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Bonus Coverage 
 
The below photo is from page 192 of the History of Brevard County, Volume 2, circa 
1963, according to the photo caption. 
 

 
 

I believe the view is looking west, with Titusville proper in the far upper right.  Notice 
“Orsino Causeway” in the photo caption.  Thanks a bunch Armando Oliu and Pete 
Chitko. 
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I could not quite recreate the previous photo, which I believe was taken via some type of 
aircraft.  The below is from Google Maps 3D.  The scenery, if you may, has changed in 
almost 60 years, especially if you expand out, when viewing via a Google Maps satellite 
view. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

More Followup From the 2005 Spaceport News 
Summary 

 
The following is from page 42 of the 2005 Spaceport News Summary, and specifically, 
from the October 28, 2005, Spaceport News. 
 
 
On page 6, “Intern student Shevtsov relishes summer work”, by Linda Herridge, 
Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “Though intern student Jane Shevtsov is 
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wheelchair-bound, she knew no boundaries while working at the Space Life Sciences 
Lab. The University of California-Los Angeles student spent nearly three months at 
Kennedy Space Center working on experiments that could contribute significantly to 
long-term space travel and the vision for space exploration. Shevtsov views her time at 
the SLS Lab as a once-in-a lifetime opportunity. “It’s been an amazing experience to be 
here,” she said before returning to California… 
 
“Jane’s energy was contagious,” said Dr. Jay Garland, Dynamac chief scientist. “Her 
internship produced enough interesting questions to keep us all engaged for some time 
to come.”… 
 

 
 
 
 
“JANE SHEVTSOV, a summer intern from the University 
of California-Los Angeles, contributed to research at the 
Space Life Sciences Lab.” 

 
 
 
 

 
On Linkedin, Jane currently shows as an Academic Administrator at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.  And on the UCLA.edu site, Jane shows as “…Academic 
Administrator Life Sciences Core, teaches LS 20, 30A, 30B, and 40…”. 
 
 
 
I am sometimes able to track someone down and that happens to be the case with 
Jane.  Jane sent me an email, after I found somewhere to send her the article I was 
including about her in the 2005 Spaceport News Summary. 
 
Hi Malcolm, 
 
This is great, thank you! I'm actually getting back into space biology research right now and it's great to 
see this. 
 
Thanks, 
Jane 
 
Jane Shevtsov, Ph.D. 
Mathematical Biology Instructor, UCLA Life Sciences Core Education Department 
 

Welcome aboard the Spaceport News Summary Jane!!!!! 
 

 
 


