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2007 Spaceport News Summary 
The 2007 Spaceport News used the above banner for the year.   
 
 

Introduction 
 
The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 
1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 
weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 
Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 
issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 
until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The 
Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 
 
In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I 
added or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link. 
 
All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary.  The 
Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article. 
 
 
 

Followup From the 2006 Spaceport News Summary 

 
There is an article in the 2006 Spaceport News Summary, about a presentation Guenter 
Wendt gave, including a photo, at the O&C building, and another article on the 200th 
Shuttle External Tank LH2/LO2 loading.  Mark Femminineo responded with the 
following:  “…I was in the crowd, though not the picture, that listened to Gunther Wendt 
speak in the Mission Briefing Room. He was tremendous and had great stories. I got a 
signed copy of his book which was indeed a very good read. I had just transferred 
recently into the early days of Constellation program Ground Ops Program, so I also 
just missed out on the 200th LH2/LO2 loading. That was a great group to work with.”  
Thanks a bunch Mark!!!!! 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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Also in the 2006 Spaceport News Summary, there is a photo from the STS-121 Flight 
Readiness Review, in OSBII, room 5109.  Armando Oliu picked up on more people in 
the audience, see his below.  Thanks a bunch Armando!!!!! 
 

 
 

1- Steve Poulus – Orbiter Project Office manager at the time 
2- Phil Engelauf – MOD manager at the time.  Former NASA Flight Director 
3- Bill Ready – USA Ops manager at JSC.  Former NASA Flight Director 
4- Ken Bowersox – NASA astronaut.  In shirt and tie there so he may have 

already been in another position. 
5- George Hamilton – I believe he was with NASA ISS at the time… 
6- Brewster Shaw – Boeing VP for Space Operations at the time 
7- Steve Sebesta – at the time, lead OPE for OV-103 

 
 
In the cover email for the 2006 Spaceport New Summary, there is a link to some launch 
countdown footage from STS-31, the Hubble Space Telescop deployment mission, 
which included resolving a launch countdown hold at T-31 seconds. 
 
The following is from Kelvin Manning:  “…I really enjoyed the STS-31 clip, especially 
knowing  who the players were, it was one of our finest hours!... the crew of STS-31 is 
with me every day when I’m in the office since I have the crew picture hanging on the 
wall.  Descending down the stairs you see Loren Shriver, Steve Hawley, Bruce 
McCandless, Kathy Sullivan, and Charlie B, and I was fortunate to work with 3 of the 5 
astronauts during my career…. 
 
The painting is from the NASA Art Gallery and among many we are privileged to display 
on the 7th floor.   Unfortunately I do not have the name of the artist, but below you can 
see the real picture that must have been the inspiration.” 
 
Kelvin is referring to the 7th floor of the KSC Headquarters Building. 
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The painting, on the left, and the photo Kelvin mentions are below, from STS-31 
landing.  Thanks a bunch Kelvin.!!!!! 
 

     
 
 
Also in the 2006 Spaceport News Summary, there is an article about the “Young-
Crippen” Firing Room being dedicated at the Launch Control Center.  The article 
mentions a plaque was unveiled, but a photo of the plaque was not included.  The 
below photo is the plaque, outside Firing Room 1, from a NASA KSC photo website,  
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From The January 6, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Parsons begins tenure as ninth KSC director”, by Jennifer 
Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  Part of the article states “William “Bill” Parsons looks forward to 
the challenges, opportunities and people he’ll encounter as the ninth Kennedy Space 
Center director, and he’ll rely on his steadfast leadership values to guide him… 
 
Parsons has served in various NASA leadership capacities during difficult and exciting 
times. When appointed as Space Shuttle Program manager in 2003, he led the post-
Columbia accident return-to-flight activities for the agency and played a major role in the 
success of Discovery’s STS-114 mission. In 2005, he assumed duties as Stennis Space 
Center director for a second time (the first was in 2002) to lead hurricane recovery 
efforts at Stennis in Mississippi and the Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans… 

 
Although a Mississippian, Parsons joined NASA at KSC in 1990 and considers this 
center his home in the agency. “It’s an unbelievable honor to represent the men and 
women of Kennedy Space Center. I couldn’t have dreamed it any better,” he said…”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“KENNEDY SPACE Center Director Bill Parsons shakes hands 
with former Director Jim Kennedy in the director’s office on the 
fourth floor of the Headquarters Building. Parsons began his 
new job Jan. 3.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 2, “Center Director Bill Parsons addresses employees”.  Part of the 
feature states “What a year 2006 turned out to be at Kennedy Space Center! Three 
successful shuttle missions, culminating in the spectacular night launch of STS-116 with 
Joan Higginbotham, one of KSC’s own, on her first spaceflight. Five successful 
expendable launches highlighting missions to study the sun, track the Earth’s weather 
and climate activities, as well as send the first mission dedicated to reaching and 
understanding Pluto… 
 
I will be continuing this column on a periodic basis, but I will be taking a slightly different 
approach. I value the importance of communications from all of the directors here at the 
center and will use this venue to have various senior managers communicate important 
topics and activities that are ongoing in their areas… 
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  Bill Parsons 
Center Director 

 
 
 
 

 

*We must remain diligent and always know that it is the responsibility of every individual 
to ensure we have the highest-quality flight hardware and perform every function here at 
KSC in the safest manner. We must understand and willingly accept the risk required to 
perform this important and noble work for our nation. I salute each of you and look 
forward to an even better 2007. Thank you for taking this journey with me!...”. 
       
 

On pages 4 and 5, “STS-117 crew members begin preparations for starboard truss 
segment delivery”.  A portion of the article says “Even as the STS-116 crew aboard 
Discovery orbited the Earth in tandem with the International Space Station, the 
astronauts for the next mission reported to Kennedy Space Center for two days to 
check the orbiter and payload for their mission. This exercise, known as a crew 
equipment interface test, is a standard part of their training. The hands-on experience is 
a vital step in the preparation of all shuttle crews, helping them gain first-hand 
knowledge of the flight hardware they will use during the mission… 
 
Commanding the mission is Frederick Sturckow, with Pilot Lee Archambault joining him 
in the shuttle’s cockpit. Rounding out the crew are Mission Specialists James Reilly, 
Patrick Forrester, Steve Swanson and John Olivas. The space station’s starboard 
integrated truss segment with solar arrays (S3/S4) is the prime payload of the 11-day 
mission…”. 
   

 
“STS-117 CREW members look at one of the wings on the orbiter Atlantis, their vehicle for the 
mission. At left is Mission Specialist Steven Swanson; the others kneeling are Pilot Lee 
Archambault and Mission Specialists John (Danny) Olivas and James Reilly.” 
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From The January 26, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 3, “Hale praises shuttle processing of 2006 and future”.  Part of the 
feature says “Space Shuttle Program Manager Wayne Hale (pictured by podium) held 
an all hands meeting Jan. 19 in the Kennedy Space Center training auditorium. Hale 
reflected on the successes of last year, including the complicated STS-116 mission, and 
discussed the challenging space shuttle missions ahead of the Kennedy work force in 
2007…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“SPACE SHUTTLE Program Manager Wayne 
Hale talks to Kennedy employees Jan. 19 
during an all hands meeting in the training 
auditorium.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Wayne has a blog at https://waynehale.wordpress.com/, with some great stories and 
information.  The following is a good video with Wayne speaking at George Washington 
University, titled ‘Space Shuttle Columbia Disaster 10 Years Later’. The last 10 minutes 
or so of the video, Wayne shares 10 personal Lessons Learned!!!!! 
 
A little over 6 minutes into the video, Wayne shows a chart titled ‘Significant Incidents 
and Close Calls in Human Spaceflight’.  The chart is a product of the JSC Flight Safety 
Office and is located at this website.  ‘THE STORY’ tab at the top of the web page 
explains the chart.   
   
 
On pages 4 and 5, “Kennedy, always a member of NASA family, says final farewell 
to more than 500 friends”, by Jeff Stuckey, Editor.   A portion of the story says “More 
than 500 of Jim Kennedy’s friends attended the former Kennedy Space Center 
director’s retirement event Jan. 12 at the Radisson Resort at the Port in Cape 
Canaveral. Among a long list of speakers were NASA Administrator Mike Griffin, KSC 
Director Bill Parsons and KSC Associate Director Jim Hattaway… 
 
After thanking the special people who helped him so much during his 35-year NASA 
career — including Administrative Assistant Beth Smith and Protocol Officer Pam 
Adams, his wife, Bernie, and his mother, Bonnie — Kennedy shared why he greatly 
enjoyed his job. “Thank you to my family for the love you have shown, and to our 

https://waynehale.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-S5D1JgSXk
https://sma.nasa.gov/SignificantIncidents/
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friends, from one end of this room to the other. I’m blessed in many ways,” Kennedy 
said… 
 
Kennedy’s best memories during his NASA tenure are not only the men and women of 
KSC, but everyone throughout NASA who served in the pursuit of space exploration. “It 
has been an honor for me to serve with you and I promise you I will never forget you, 
individually and collectively… It is an honor to be a member of the NASA family. Thanks 
for the memories and God bless you all.”… 

    
“JIM AND Bernie Kennedy (center) enjoy the music of Saturn V toward the end of the former 
center director’s retirement event held Jan. 12 at the Radisson at the Port in Cape Canaveral.”  
“NASA ADMINISTRATOR Mike Griffin (right) presents Jim and Bernie Kennedy a memento 
featuring the pins from every NASA space shuttle and expedition mission to date.” 
 
 

On page 7. 
 

 
 

“40 years ago: Fire, regret at America’s moonport”, by Kay Grinter, Reference 
Librarian.  In part, the feature states “The simulated countdown for AS-204, the first 
manned mission in the Apollo Program, was under way at Launch Pad 34 on Jan. 27, 
1967. The crew was in position for the full dress rehearsal in the command module atop 
a Saturn IB rocket. NASA astronauts Gus Grissom, Edward White and Roger Chaffee 
made up that crew… 
 
At 6:31 p.m. on this otherwise ordinary Friday evening, the unthinkable happened. The 
vehicle rocked twice as the alarm “Fire!” was received from inside the capsule. Pad 
personnel scrambled to reach the White Room, but just six minutes later, when the 
inner hatch was opened, it was already too late. All three astronauts had died… 
 
In the accident’s aftermath, the NASA family was distraught. Flight Director Gene Kranz 
lectured his team at the Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston: “From this day forward, 
Flight Control will be known by two words: ‘Tough and Competent.’ Tough means we 



Page 8 
 

are forever accountable for what we do or what we fail to do. Competent means we will 
never take anything for granted.”… 

  
 
 
 
 
“APOLLO 1 astronauts (from left) Gus 
Grissom, Ed White and Roger Chaffee 
pose in front of Launch Complex 34 which 
housed the Saturn 1 launch vehicle. The 
vehicle unexpectedly caught fire Jan. 27, 
1967.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Today, a small group of family and friends gather at Pad 34 at sunset on the 
anniversary of the accident to remember the three dedicated astronauts. Chaffee’s 
daughter, Sheryl, works as the administrative officer for Center Operations at Kennedy 
Space Center. “It has sometimes been hard for me to work here at KSC, but I am proud 
to follow in my father’s footsteps as a NASA employee,” she said, “He was proud of 
what he did for his country, and I know he would support NASA’s mission to return men 
to the moon and on to Mars.” 
 
 
 

 
 

From The February 9, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “NASA’s next step to prepare for a new era of exploration”, by 
Elaine Marconi, Staff Writer.  Part of the feature states “The enormous open space of 
Kennedy Space Center’s Operations and Checkout Building was filled with anticipation 
as representatives from NASA, Lockheed Martin, Space Florida, the state of Florida, 
honored guests and center employees participated in a ceremony on Jan. 30 to 
commemorate the conversion of the facility’s high bay for use by the Constellation 
Program… NASA has selected Lockheed Martin as the prime contractor to design, 
develop and build Orion, America’s spacecraft for future exploration activities. The 
capsule will carry astronauts back to the moon and later to Mars…”. 
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“DIGNITARIES LOOK at the banner unfurled by Kennedy Space Center Director Bill Parsons 
(center), spotlighting the Orion crew exploration vehicle that will be assembled in the Operations 
and Checkout Building. From left are Russell Romanella, director of International Space Station/ 
Payload Processing; Thad Altman, representative of the state of Florida; Cleon Lacefield, 
Lockheed Martin program manager; Steve Kohler, executive director of Space Florida (turned 
away); and Skip Hatfield, Orion project manager.” 
 
 

On pages 4 and 5, “Hundreds gather at Space Mirror for ceremony remembering 
Apollo I tragedy”, by Linda Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the feature states “The 
morning sun cast a warm glow on the Space Mirror Memorial at the Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex as family and friends gathered on Jan. 27 to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the Apollo 1 tragedy and the loss of all astronauts who sacrificed their 
lives in pursuit of space exploration… 
 
William Gerstenmaier, associate administrator for NASA’s Space Operations, said the 
Apollo 1 fire was the first real tragedy of the U.S. space program and was a difficult 
lesson. “We honor their lives,” Gerstenmaier said. “They are not heroes because they 
died; they are heroes because they lived.”… Walter Cunningham, who was the Apollo 7 
lunar module pilot. Cunningham said all of the early astronauts were volunteers. “We 
wanted to do something that was courageous, noble and bold,” he said. “We willingly 
embraced the risks in space exploration. We say a prayer in memory and move forward 
boldly.”… 
 
At the end of the ceremony, Chaffee’s daughter Martha, Ed White III and Gerstenmaier 
came forward to place a wreath at the memorial site. The Visitor Complex provided 
flowers for all ceremony guests and visitors to place at the memorial throughout the 
day…”. 
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“GUESTS AND attendees salute the U.S. flag during a ceremony at the KSC Visitor Complex 
held in remembrance of the astronauts lost in the Apollo 1 fire. Among those gathered on stage 
are (from left) Kathy Brandon, Faith Johnson, daughter of Theodore Freeman, Associate 
Administrator for Space Operations William Gerstenmaier, KSC Director Bill Parsons, astronaut 
John Young and Lowell Grissom, brother of Gus Grissom (far right). At the podium is Stephen 
Feldman, president of the Astronauts Memorial Foundation.” 

 
 
 
 

From The February 23, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 2, “Space Shuttle Atlantis at pad for March launch”.  Part of the 
feature says “The Space Shuttle Atlantis arrived at Launch Pad 39A on Feb. 15 in 
preparation for the STS-117 mission next month… Atlantis’ targeted launch date is 
March 15. During the 11-day mission, the crew will install a new truss segment, retract a 
set of solar arrays and unfold a new set of arrays on the starboard side of the station. 
The launch marks the first liftoff from Pad 39A in four years…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“FLAGS ARE flying at the entrance to Launch Pad 
39A, where Space Shuttle Atlantis has come to a 
stop. At left are the rotating and fixed service 
structures.” 
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From The March 9, 2007, Spaceport News 

 
On page 1, “Hail storm forces Atlantis rollback from pad”.  A portion of the article 
states “NASA rolled the Space Shuttle Atlantis off its launch pad and back inside the 
Vehicle Assembly Building after a hail storm on Feb. 26 damaged the orbiter’s external 
tank. At press time, a new target launch date has not been determined… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“AT LAUNCH Pad 39A, the external tank attached to 
orbiter Atlantis shows damage from hail during a 
strong thunderstorm that passed through Kennedy 
Space Center on Feb. 26.” 

 
 
 
 

 

The severe thunderstorm with golf ball-sized hail caused thousands of divots in the 
giant tank’s foam insulation and minor surface damage to about 26 heat shield tiles on 
the shuttle’s left wing. Once an up-close look at the damage is complete, the type of 
repair required and the time needed for that work can be determined…”. 
 

  
 

On page 3, “Atlantis flow director looks forward to STS-117 launch”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  A portion of the article states “Recalling her early school years, 
Angela Brewer said working at Kennedy Space Center was not in her realm of 
possibilities. But a chance encounter with a NASA recruiter in 1983 while attending the 
University of Miami set her on the path to her current position of NASA orbiter flow 
director for Atlantis. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“ANGELA BREWER, NASA orbiter flow 
director for Space Shuttle Atlantis, is 
pictured with Dan Johnson, a United Space 
Alliance senior vehicle engineer, as OV-104 
rolls over to the Vehicle Assembly Building.” 
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Brewer, whose career spans 23 years at KSC, is responsible for the day-to-day flow of 
Atlantis… She moved into her current position in 2006 after working for eight years as a 
lead in orbiter project engineering… Brewer said preparing Atlantis for launch on 
mission STS-117 was not without its challenges… Even with the recent hail damage 
that postponed launch, Brewer said, “It will be a challenge, but we will work through it.” 
She looks forward to seeing the shuttle roll back out to the pad for the STS-117 launch. 
 
Future Atlantis missions include STS-120, STS-124 and STS-125, which is designated 
the last Hubble servicing mission…”. 
 
 
On page 5, “Kennedy Executive Team announces changes  - Joe Dowdy Special 
Operations Manager  - Mike Wetmore Advanced Planning Office Director”, by  
Linda Herridge, Staff Writer.  Part of the article states “Retired U.S. Marine Col. Joe 
Dowdy has joined the executive team of Kennedy Space Center Director Bill Parsons in 
the newly created position of special operations manager. Dowdy previously worked as 
an executive coach at the center. In his new role, Dowdy will manage special projects 
including process improvement and staff coordination throughout KSC… 
 
Dowdy’s service in the Marine Corps included a variety of staff and command positions. 
He participated in Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom and contingency 
operations in Beirut, Lebanon, Panama, Somalia and East Timor. Dowdy graduated 
from the University of Mississippi in 1979 and earned Master of Arts degrees from 
Webster University and the U.S. Army War College in 2001.” 
 
Former Kennedy Space Center Shuttle Processing Director Mike Wetmore recently 
moved to the position of advanced planning office director on the executive staff of 
Center Director Bill Parsons… Wetmore’s 20-year career with NASA began in 1987. He 
started as a Shuttle Environmental Control and Life Support System engineer and later 
served as a Shuttle Fuel Cells/Power Reactant Storage and Distribution engineer…”. 
 

        

       Joe Dowdy  Mike Wetmore 
  
   

On page 4, “STS-117 crew members complete countdown test”.  In part, the article, 
from the photo on the following page, states “On the 215-foot level of the fixed service 
structure on Launch Pad 39A, mission STS-117 crew members… gather near the solid 
rocket boosters and external tank of Space Shuttle Atlantis. They have just completed a 
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simulated launch countdown and emergency egress from the orbiter, part of the 
terminal countdown demonstration test. From left are Mission Specialists Danny Olivas 
and Steven Swanson, Pilot Lee Archambault, Commander Rick Sturckow, and Mission 
Specialists Patrick Forrester and James Reilly.   
 

   
“NASA LAUNCH Director Mike Leinbach (right) greets Mission Specialist Steven Swanson at 
the Shuttle Landing Facility before the simulated launch countdown.” 
 
 

The following STS-117 mission insignia and description are from Wikipedia. 
 

 
“The STS-117 crew patch symbolizes the continued 
construction of the International Space Station (ISS) 
and our ongoing human presence in space. The ISS is 
shown orbiting high above the Earth. Gold is used to 
highlight the portion of the ISS that will be installed by 
the STS-117 crew. It consists of the second starboard 
truss section, S3/S4, and a set of solar arrays. The 
names of the STS-117 crew are located above and 
below the orbiting outpost. The two gold astronaut 
office symbols, emanating from the '117' at the bottom 
of the patch, represent the concerted efforts of the 
shuttle and station programs toward the completion of 
the station. The orbiter and unfurled banner of red, 
white, and blue represent our Nation's renewed 
patriotism as we continue to explore the universe….”. 
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From The March 23, 2007 Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Petro becomes first woman deputy director at KSC”.  In part, the article 
states “NASA recently selected Janet Petro as the new deputy director of the Kennedy 
Space Center effective April 29. Petro succeeds William (Bill) Parsons, who assumed 
the position as the director of the center in January… 
 
Prior to joining NASA, Petro served in various management positions for Science 
Applications International Corporation, also known as SAIC… Earlier in her career, 
Petro held various senior management positions with McDonnell Douglas Aerospace… 

Petro also served as a captain in the U.S. Army’s aviation branch. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., 
and a Master of Science degree in business administration from Boston University 
Metropolitan College.” 
 
 
On page 3, “Hanson receives woman engineer award”, by Jennifer Wolfinger, Staff 
Writer.  A portion of the feature says “Roselle Hanson, the Engineering Directorate’s 
deputy director for management, was recently selected as the Outstanding Woman 
Engineer of the Year by the Society of Women Engineers’ Space Coast Chapter… In 
her position, she is responsible for the business, work force and personnel aspects of 
the Engineering Directorate… 
 
“I have been very fortunate to have had opportunities to work in many directorates here 
at Kennedy Space Center and at NASA Headquarters and Johnson Space Center, and 
to have led several high-performing teams,” she explained… Hanson graduated from 
Corbin High School in her hometown of Corbin, Ky. She received an associate’s degree 
in civil engineering technology from the University of Kentucky. Later, she earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering and a Master of Science in 
industrial engineering and management systems from the University of Central 
Florida…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“ROSELLE HANSON was named the 2007 Outstanding Woman 
Engineer of the Year by the Society of Women Engineers’ Space 
Coast Chapter.” 
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On page 1, “Atlantis processing continues while new launch date considered”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“IN THE Vehicle Assembly Building, 
technicians secure protective material around 
the base of the nose cone of Space Shuttle 
Atlantis’ external tank. The nose cone is 
undergoing repair from recent hail damage. At 
press time, the launch date for mission STS-
117 was still to be determined.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 3, “Willcoxon to lead Launch Vehicle Processing”, by Linda Herridge, Staff 
Writer.  Part of the article reads “When Rita Willcoxon became director of the Launch 
Vehicle Processing Directorate at Kennedy Space Center in January, she became the 
first woman in the history of the space program to hold that position. Her responsibilities 
include overseeing the processing of three orbiter vehicles and integrating and 
launching the Space Transportation System missions… She said former Shuttle 
Processing Director Mike Wetmore helped to prepare her for the new role. “And I’m 
surrounded by a great group of highly motivated people who are passionate and 
dedicated to their work.”… 
 
Willcoxon has worked at KSC for 19 years, but has 25 years of government service. 
Prior to her new position, she served as deputy director of Shuttle Processing. Previous 
positions included acting director and deputy director of the Spaceport Engineering and 
Technology Directorate.” 

 

 
 
 
 
“RITA WILLCOXON is director of the Launch Vehicle Processing 
Directorate. She is the first woman to hold that position at Kennedy.” 

 
 
   
 
 

 
On pages 4 and 5, “More than 5,000 people attend 2007 Kennedy Space Center All-
American Picnic”.  Part of the article states “From the beautiful Florida weather to the 
delicious samples at the annual Chili Cookoff, the 2007 Kennedy Space Center All-



Page 16 
 

American Picnic on March 10 at KARS Park 1 was the perfect opportunity for 
employees to meet co-workers and their families….”. 
   

    
On the left, “ASTRONAUTS JANICE Voss (left), Eric Boe and Megan McArthur sign 
personalized autographs during this year’s All-American Picnic.”  On the right, “JUDGES FOR 
the Chili Cookoff included, from left, Bill Sample, Mike Bolger, Bob Willcox, Pat Simpkins and 
Joe Dowdy. They chose Orion’s Irish Pub, sponsored by Lockheed Martin, as their favorite.” 
 

 
On page 7.  
 

 
 

“45 years ago: ‘How much does it cost to build a moonport?’ NASA number 
crunchers ask”, by Kay Grinter, Reference Librarian.  Part of the feature states 
“Developing the budget to build a moonport was almost as challenging as building the 
space center itself. NASA was already partnered with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
in 1961 when NASA announced that 80,000 acres of land on Cape Canaveral and the 
surrounding area would be purchased to support manned lunar flight and missions 
requiring advanced Saturn and Nova boosters… 
 
The budget process was complicated in 1962 for Rocco Petrone, chief of the Heavy 
Vehicle Systems Office for the Launch Operations Center. His team had to plan and 
budget for new facilities and equipment for an undefined launch vehicle to meet the 
deadline set before the decade’s end. Budget figures had previously been in the millions 
of dollars; expenditures in the hundreds of millions now had to be justified… The 
construction funding “spoon-fed” to the center peaked in 1963 at $204.3 million, with 
only slightly lower amounts transferred over the next three years. 
 
Hal Row was a structural engineer who joined the Corps in 1962. “We took NASA’s 
requirements and turned them into design requirements,” recalled Row, now a 
consultant at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. “Everything was being done 
for the first time. We had no idea how dramatic the outcome would be.” Row thrived on 
the challenge and left the Corps in 1967 to work for NASA. 
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In retrospect, how much does it cost to build a moonport? By the time 1968 drew to a 
close, $917.9 million had been spent on construction of facilities at Kennedy Space 
Center. 
 

   
EARLY DEVELOPMENT at the center included extending the railroad past the Central Supply 
Warehouse (above left) and completion of the Operations and Checkout Building (right).” 
 
In the right photo above, the O&C Building is on the left, the original Headquarters Building is 
next in line and the Central Instrumentation Facility is in the upper right. 
 
 

From the April 20, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Atlantis receives target launch date, tank repairs”.  In part, the story 
reads “NASA is targeting June 8 as the next possible launch opportunity for Space 
Shuttle Atlantis’ STS-117 mission to the International Space Station to the International 
Space Station… the shuttle’s external fuel tank… was damaged during a sudden hail 
storm Feb. 26 at Kennedy Space Center. That damage required engineers to repair 
approximately 2,660 sites on the tank. Plans call for that tank, ET-124, to be used on 
the mission… The launch window extends from June 8 to July 18…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“IN THE Vehicle Assembly Building, United Space 
Alliance technicians Brenda Morris (left) and Brian 
Williams apply foam and molds on areas of Space 
Shuttle Atlantis’ external tank damaged by hail.” 
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On page 2, “NASA, contractors visit legislators in Tallahassee”.  

  

 
“More than 50 NASA and contractor representatives visited Tallahassee last month during 
Florida Space Day 2007 to meet with legislators and discuss the importance of space-related 
investments and other support from the state government. The group, including Kennedy Space 
Center Director Bill Parsons (pictured sixth from left), divided into 11 teams to efficiently deliver 
the message to as many legislators as possible during the event. More than 130 legislators 
were contacted. Twenty-two legislators and staff personnel attended the reception following the 
day of lobbying, the largest ever at a Florida Space Day reception.” 
 
 
 
 

From The May 4, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2, “Melnick humbly accepts National Space Club’s Debus Award”, by Jeff 
Stuckey, Editor.  A portion of the article reads “The National Space Club Florida 
Committee presented Bruce Melnick with the Debus Award on April 28 at the 18th 
annual Debus Award Banquet at the Dr. Kurt H. Debus Conference Facility… Melnick 
said when he was notified he would be this year’s recipient of the award, he was 
extremely surprised. “I felt I always maintained a low profile, did my job and thought I 
would sneak out of here without anyone knowing I left,” he said… 
 
Melnick recently retired as vice president for Boeing Florida Operations… During 1987 
to 1992, Melnick served in NASA’s astronaut corps and logged more than 300 hours in 
space. He flew as a mission specialist on the STS-41 mission in 1990 and the first flight 
of Endeavour, STS-49, in 1992… A lot of people have asked Melnick what his plans are 
now that he has more time on his hands… “What I’m going to do is race one day, dive 
one day, hunt one day, fish one day, golf one day, then take the weekend off,” Melnick 
said….”. 
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“BRUCE MELNICK (third from left) 
joins past recipients attending this 
year’s Debus Award banquet, 
including from left, Dick Beagley, 
Dr. Maxwell King, Tip Talone, 
Ernie Briel, Lyle Holloway and 
Adrian Laffitte.” 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The following is a good interview with Bruce. 
  

 
On page 7. 
 

 
 

“43 years ago: Orsino township gives birth to a space-age city”, by Kay Grinter, 
Reference Librarian.  Part of the article reads “In May 1964, Kennedy Space Center’s 
industrial area sprang to life on the site of the Orsino township. Seventeen essential 
support buildings in NASA’s fledgling spaceport were completed or almost ready for 
occupancy. The structures provided more than 250,000 square feet of floor space and 
housing for about 500 employees… 
 
The new facilities included everything from an office building for the Corps, a central 
telephone exchange and a sewage plant, to a plant maintenance building, heating plant 
and cable storage area. The area also housed a fire station, shipping and receiving 
building, dispensary, central supply area, fluid test support facility, hypergolic test 
building, cryogenics building, radar and boresight structure, and an environmental 
control structure. 
 
NASA also awarded the Houdaille-Duval Company a contract in May to construct two 
additional lanes of highway to parallel the existing section of State Route 3 between 
Orsino and the Wilson township to the north, to support the traffic anticipated between 
the industrial area and the budding Launch Complex 39.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-ZNPJIE3Ek
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On the left, “THIS 1963 aerial photo of the Orsino township was taken looking toward the ocean. 

The land eventually became Kennedy Space Center’s Industrial Area…”.  State Route 3 is in 
the lower portion of the photo, crossing from left to right and NASA Causeway runs from 
the upper left to middle lower, with the KSC Industrial Area on the right.  The under-
construction O&C Building is in the upper left of the photo. 
 
The upper right aerial is a current similar facsimile from Google Maps 3D, with the O&C 
Building circled in red.  
 
 
On page 5, “Physicist Hawking takes Zero Gravity flight”. 
 

 
“Noted physicist Stephen Hawking (center) enjoys zero gravity during a flight aboard a 
modified Boeing 727 aircraft owned by Zero Gravity Corp. (Zero G). Hawking, who 
suffers from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease) is being 
rotated in air by (right) Peter Diamandis, founder of the Zero G Corp., and (left) Byron 
Lichtenberg, former shuttle payload specialist and now president of Zero G. Kneeling 
below Hawking is Nicola O’Brien, a nurse practitioner who is Hawking’s aide. The 
modified jet took off from the Kennedy Space Center Shuttle Landing Facility…”. 
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From The May 18, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2, “Petro begins tenure as deputy director”.   

 

 
 
 
 
Part of the photo caption reads “Janet Petro has joined the 
Kennedy Space Center senior management team as deputy 
director…”. 
 
 
 

 
  Kennedy Space Center 
Deputy Director Janet Petro 
 

The following is a NASA biography of Janet.  The following is a good video with Janet, 
on the occasion of the Women of Aviation Worldwide Week 2015.  This is another good 
video with Janet, circa 2015, and Becky Sauerbrunn, currently the captain of the United 
States women’s national soccer team, per her Wikipedia bio.  
  
 
On page 3, “Kennedy directors brief community leaders on future”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  A portion of the article says “Kennedy Space Center Director Bill 
Parsons expressed his optimism about the center’s future to a full audience during the 
annual Community Leaders Breakfast on May 11 at the KSC Visitor Complex’s Dr. Kurt 
H. Debus Conference Center. The program included highlights of the past year’s 
accomplishments, as well as current and future work. “It’s a great time to be at Kennedy 
Space Center,” Parsons said… 
 
Rita Willcoxon, director of the Launch Vehicle Processing Directorate, gave an overview 
of processing highlights and challenges for missions STS-121, STS-115 and STS-116… 
Russell Romanella, director of the International Space Station/ Spacecraft Processing 
Directorate, said there have been 20 space shuttle missions to the space station 
between November 1998 and April 2007, and 15 Expedition crews… 
 
Lisa Malone, director of External Relations, completed the program with an overview of 
the new Shuttle Launch Experience at the KSC Visitor Complex. The attraction is 
scheduled to open to the public May 25.” 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/about/biographies/petro.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TEqfzvYM6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1WBEPDG9_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1WBEPDG9_M
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Becky_Sauerbrunn
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“CENTER DIRECTOR Bill 
Parsons (at podium) talks to 
politicians, police and other 
members of the area during the 
Community Leaders Breakfast 
held May 11 in the Dr. Kurt H. 
Debus Conference Facility.” 

 
 

 
 

 
 
On page 4, “Coats, Hawley and Hoffman join U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame”.  A 
portion of the feature states “Space Shuttle astronauts Michael Coats, Steven Hawley 
and Jeffrey Hoffman joined 63 American space heroes as the newest group inducted 
into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame during a public ceremony May 5 at the Kennedy 
Space Center Visitor Complex’s Apollo/Saturn V Center. 

 

 
 
 
“THE NEWEST inductees to the U.S. 
Astronaut Hall of Fame stand tall at the 
ceremony. From left are Jeffrey 
Hoffman, Steven Hawley and Michael 
Coats. The May 5 induction increased 
the number of space explorers 
enshrined in the Hall of Fame to 66…”. 

 
 
 

 

A standing-room-only audience watched Coats, director of the Johnson Space Center, 
Hawley, whose mission helped deploy the Hubble Space Telescope, and Hoffman, the 
first astronaut to log 1,000 hours aboard the space shuttle fleet, accept the prestigious 
honor… 
 
The 2007 inductees were selected by a committee of current Hall of Fame astronauts, 
former NASA managers and flight directors, journalists and other space historians. To 
be eligible, an astronaut must have made his or her first flight at least 17 years before 
the induction year and must be retired at least five years from NASA’s astronaut 
corps…”. 
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On page 7. 
 

 
 

“1923 - 2007: Mission accomplished for veteran astronaut Schirra”, by Kay Grinter, 
Reference Librarian.  In part, the feature says “Walter “Wally” Schirra, the only NASA 
astronaut to fly in America’s first three human space programs, died May 3 of natural 
causes. He was 84. He served America as one of the original “Mercury Seven” 
astronauts, selected in 1959 from among 110 test pilot applicants… 
 
Schirra’s first flight on Oct. 3, 1962, was the fifth Mercury mission. He orbited Earth six 
times in nine hours and 13 minutes aboard Sigma 7… In December 1965, Schirra flew 
with astronaut Tom Stafford as commander of Gemini 6-A…. Schirra was also 
commander of the first crew to fly into space aboard an Apollo capsule. During Apollo 7 
in October 1968, he and fellow crew members Walt Cunningham and Donn Eisele 
tested the Apollo systems in Earth orbit during an 11-day flight… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“THREE ASTRONAUTS (from right), Alan 
Shepard, Wally Schirra and John Glenn, 
work in the Mercury Control Room during 
Virgil Grissom’s Mercury-Redstone 4 
launch, the second U.S. manned space 
flight. Schirra passed away May 3.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schirra had a sense of humor well known to the launch team at Cape Canaveral. “We 
had a standing joke that Wally was the best aviator of the ‘Original Seven,’ and if you 
didn’t believe it, just ask him!” Paul Donnelly recalled. In an official statement, veteran 
Mercury astronaut Scott Carpenter said, “Despite our good-natured competition for 
flights into space, Wally strove to bring a smile to everyone he met, and it’s with a smile 
that I will forever fondly remember him… 
 
After Schirra retired from NASA in 1969, he joined CBS News as a commentator, 
complementing anchorman Walter Cronkite with his enthusiasm and knowledge of the 
space program. He authored three books: “We Seven” in 1960, “Schirra’s Space” in 



Page 24 
 

1988 and “The Real Space Cowboys” in 2005. In 1984, he moved to a San Diego 
suburb where his favorite craft became the “Windchime,” a 36-foot sailboat...”. 
 
 
 
 

From The June 1, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 5, “Shuttle Launch Experience lifts off new mission at Visitor 
Complex”, by Steven Siceloff ,Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “It’s tough to 
stay on the edge of your seat when you’re lying on your back, but the Shuttle Launch 
Experience pulls it off. The Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex unveiled the new 
$60 million attraction on May 25 during a grand opening event including more than 40 
former and current NASA astronauts. 
 
The Experience delivers what it promises: a simulation of riding a space shuttle into 
orbit. There’s the rumbling sound and shaking seat as the solid rocket boosters are 
igniting, the jolt of the bolts going off to free the shuttle from the launch pad and, finally, 
a slight weightless feeling upon reaching pretend orbit. In the extreme-sensation world 
of attractions, the new shuttle launch simulator at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
Complex has to rank near the top…”. 

 

 
 
 
 

“FORMER ASTRONAUTS take 
their seats in the newest attraction 
at Kennedy Space Center’s Visitor 
Complex, the Shuttle Launch 
Experience. In the front row are 
(left to right) John Young, Rick 
Searfoss, Charles Bolden and 
Norm Thagard…”. 
 

    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

From The June 15, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 4, “Atlantis, STS-117 crew members roar off Launch Pad 39A”.  
Part of the article says “The Space Shuttle Atlantis and its seven-member crew lifted off 
June 8 from Kennedy Space Center’s Launch Pad 39A at 7:38 p.m. to continue 
construction of the International Space Station… During the 14-day mission, designated 
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STS-117, the crew will add a new structural component to the station, deploy a new set 
of solar arrays and retract an existing array. Similar construction work was conducted 
on the previous two shuttle missions. The mission will deliver and install the 17.5-ton 
S3/S4 truss segments… This latest addition to the station’s backbone will extend the 
right side of the truss and includes a new set of solar arrays…”. 
 
The station’s newest resident also is traveling aboard Atlantis. Astronaut Clayton 
Anderson will join the Expedition 15 crew. Sunita Williams, who has been aboard the 
station since December, will return to Earth with the Atlantis crew… STS-117 is the 
118th space shuttle flight, the 21st flight to the station and the 28th flight for Atlantis…”. 
 
 

    
“THE STS-117 mission crew members pose for a photo at the KSC Shuttle Landing Facility 
after their arrival. From left are Mission Specialists Clayton Anderson, James Reilly, John 
“Danny” Olivas, Steven Swanson and Patrick Forrester, Pilot Lee Archambault and Commander 
Frederick Sturckow…”.  “VIEWED FROM the top of the Vehicle Assembly Building, Space 
Shuttle Atlantis launches on mission STS-117.” 
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 “IN THE Launch Control Center, NASA 
officials observe proceedings before the 
launch of Space Shuttle Atlantis on 
mission STS-117. Seated from left is 
David King, director of the Marshall 
Space Flight Center; Bill Parsons, 
director of the Kennedy Space Center; 
Michael Coats, director of the Johnson 
Space Center; Wayne Hale, shuttle 
program manager; William Gerstenmaier, 
associate administrator for NASA Space 
Operations; and Rex Geveden, associate 
administrator for NASA.” 

 

Bryan O’Connor is standing in the photo. 
 

 
On page 3, “Astronaut Crew Quarters are part office, part sanctuary”, by 
Steven Siceloff, Staff Writer.  A portion of the article says “The list of guests who have 
stayed at the Astronaut Crew Quarters inside the Operations and Checkout Building is a 
who’s who of spaceflight. A few of the notables include Neil Armstrong, Sally Ride, John 
Young, Robert Crippen and Eileen Collins. John Glenn slept in the Hangar S quarters at 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station before his 1962 launch, and stayed in the modern 
crew quarters before his STS-95 mission in 1998… 
 
The Astronaut Crew Quarters looks like a hotel floor, is serviced by an eager and 
exacting staff and includes conference rooms like a business center… “It’s a way to 
recharge before launch,” astronaut Randy Bresnik said. “It’s like going home for 
Christmas. Great food, it’s fun, then you have to go back to work.” The 23 bedrooms are 
roughly identical and outfitted with a bed, wardrobe, television and bathroom… Gemini 
3 astronauts Gus Grissom and John Young were the first to use the crew quarters at the 
O&C Building in 1965…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“EUROPEAN SPACE Agency astronaut Thomas 
Reiter (seated), returning from a six-month stay 
on the International Space Station, talks to 
colleagues in the crew quarters at Kennedy 
Space Center.“ 

 
 
 
 

 

The following is a walkthrough of Astronaut Crew Quarters with Bob Cabana and this is 
another walkthrough that includes Bob, Charlie Bolden and Winston Scott. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZ9NKStsYRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBcS6K-cmng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBcS6K-cmng
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On page 7, “‘Lost in Space’ robot on display at Visitor Complex”.  The feature 
reads “THE WORDS, “Danger, Will Robinson! Danger!” now echo at Kennedy Space 
Center’s Visitor Complex. The B-9 robot, made famous during the television show “Lost 
in Space,” was dedicated at a June 8 ceremony at the Visitor Complex’s rocket garden. 
The robot will remain on permanent display. 
 
On hand were NASA’s Deputy Associate Director of Public Affairs Bob Jacobs 
(pictured); Sheila Allen (left), wife of Irwin Allen who produced “Lost ‘Lost in Space’ 
robot on display at Visitor Complex in Space”; and John Jashni and Kevin Burns, 
executive producers of the spin-off television show, “The Robinsons: Lost in Space.” As 
the robot scanned the crowd gathered for its unveiling just hours before the launch of 
Atlantis on mission STS-117, Jacobs said, “ ‘Lost in Space’ captured our imagination by 
showing us a vision of the future and a future of exploration.” The robot added, “We are 
go for launch!” 
   

     
 

The photo on the right is from Pinterest, with a view of the robot on display at the KSC 
Visitor Complex.  The description at the base of the robot reads:  “GENERAL UTILITY 
NON-THEDAIZING ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL ROBOT, MODEL B9 (full-size 
replica). Created for the 1965 television series Lost in Space, the B9 robot was known 
simply as the robot. His signature warning “Danger Will Robinson”, would quickly work 
its way into the lexicon. The new hit series captured the imagination of future “space 
colonists” across America, and never before had space been so cool.” 
 
The following is Wikipedia’s read on the ‘Lost in Space’ Robot.   
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robot_(Lost_in_Space)
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From The June 29, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 4, “STS-117 team completes starboard truss assembly”.  In part, 
the story reads “he Space Shuttle Atlantis and its crew are home after completing a 14-
day journey of more than 5.8 million miles in space… Commander Rick Sturckow, Pilot 
Lee Archambault and Mission Specialists Jim Reilly, Patrick Forrester, Steven 
Swanson, John “Danny” Olivas and Sunita Williams landed at Edwards Air Force Base, 
Calif., on June 22 at 3:49 p.m. EDT… 
 
Atlantis’ crew attached the new S3/S4 solar array truss segment on the right side of the 
station’s backbone, deployed a new set of solar arrays and retracted the Port 6 
starboard solar array back into its box… STS-117 was the 21st flight to the station, the 
28th flight for Atlantis and the first of four missions planned for 2007.” 

 
 

 
 
 
“RETURNING FROM mission 
STS-117, Space Shuttle 
Atlantis approaches touchdown 
on the runway at NASA’s 
Dryden Flight Research Center 
at Edwards Air Force Base in 
California. This was the 51st 
landing for the Space Shuttle 
Program at Edwards.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From The July 13, 2007, Spaceport News 
 

 
 
Some of the issue articles are: “Land purchased to give NASA space for new center”; 
“Dr. Kurt H. Debus: The father of Kennedy Space Center”; “1962-69: Transforming 
swamps into a spaceport”; “The ’70s: Apollo lessons contribute to shuttle program”; 
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“1980-89: Space shuttle, ELV programs accomplish many firsts”; “The ’90s: A decade of 
renewal for NASA”; “Kennedy gains newfound strength in new millennium”; “Dignitaries 
discover out-of-this-world experience at spaceport”.  Several articles will be highlighted 
in this Summary. 
 
 
On page 4, “1962-69: Transforming swamps into a spaceport”, by Steven Siceloff, 
Staff Writer.  Part of the feature says “…“The mosquitoes were horrible,” said NASA 
retiree Charlie Parker. “If you think we’ve got mosquito problems now, multiply it by 
tenfold, or a hundredfold.” Parker came to the Cape Canaveral launch area in 1960 to 
work on the Army’s Pershing missile program…. Kennedy Space Center officially 
opened as the NASA Launch Operations Center in 1962, when four astronauts had 
reached space and only two of them had seen orbit… 
 
Dr. Kurt H. Debus directed fewer than 300 workers when NASA was chartered in 1958. 
Ten years later, his KSC work force peaked at more than 26,000, including contractor 
employees…”. 
 

    
On the left, “THE LAUNCH Complex 39A area in 1964. The first Saturn V rocket lifted off two 
years later.”  On the right, “THIS JULY 1963 aerial photograph shows the early steel 
construction of the Operations and Checkout Building...”. 
 

 
On page 9, “The ’90s: A decade of renewal for NASA”, by Anita Barrett, Staff Writer.  
A portion of the feature states “The Space Shuttle Program of the 1990s was a rebirth 
following the Challenger accident in 1986. It was not easy, according to former Shuttle 
Launch Director Bob Sieck, now retired. “We had to ramp up to a realistic launch 
schedule and needed to meet new requirements in safety resulting from Challenger, as 
well as new tools and upgrades.” The team was learning to service complex vehicles 
under challenging conditions. Sieck considers the results of the ramping up a real 
milestone as the program achieved six launches in 1990 and 1991, eight in 1992, seven 
per year from 1993 to 1996, and eight again in 1997… 
 
A look at the launch history in the decade reveals technical problems that delayed 
liftoffs, such as hydrogen leaks. According to current Shuttle Launch Director Mike 
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Leinbach, “Each instance was an opportunity to learn the nuances of the hardware and 
software in order to overcome the problems.”… 
 
On the expendable launch vehicle side, the late ’90s offered the major milestone of the 
decade, according to Ray Lugo, deputy manager of the Launch Services Program. 
“That was when KSC transitioned from a launch-only site to one providing processing, 
spacecraft integration and launch services,” said Lugo, who was the NASA launch 
manager at the time…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“FORMER KSC Director of Shuttle Operations Robert 
Sieck (center) shakes hands with former Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright after launch of Space Shuttle 
Endeavour on mission STS-88 in December 1998.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 11, “Dignitaries discover out-of-this-world experience at spaceport”, by 
Elaine Marconi, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “…Visitors to Kennedy Space 
Center have numbered in the tens of millions throughout the 45 years the center has 
served the nation’s space program. During those years, many distinguished visitors and 
VIPs have been given a “red carpet” tour of the center…President John F. Kennedy was 
the first dignitary to visit KSC in 1962… Other U.S. presidential visits to the center 
included Lyndon Johnson, Jimmy Carter, George Bush Sr. and Bill Clinton… First Lady 
Laura Bush witnessed the historic launch of Space Shuttle Discovery on return-to-flight 
mission STS-114 in July 2004. She is only the third First Lady to attend a shuttle 
launch… 
 
Kennedy has hosted tours and events for musicians like Jerry Vale, Gary “U.S.” Bonds, 
the 5th Dimension, Paul Revere and the Raiders, Donny Osmond and Aerosmith. 
Manny Virata, who leads media projects for KSC Public Affairs, has escorted hundreds 
of notables in his 30-plus years with NASA… John Denver was a “space nut” who came 
to many launches with his son Zack, Virata said… 
 
Major television journalists including Walter Cronkite, Peter Jennings, Katie Couric, 
David Hartman, Charles Gibson and news anchors from around the world have traveled 
to KSC to report on the exciting launches and participate in special events held at the 
center. 
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Space-related movies like “Apollo 13,” “Contact,” “Space Cowboys,” “Armageddon” and 
“The Right Stuff” brought film crews here. The fascinating activities at Kennedy enticed 
visits by celebrities such as Tom Hanks, Ron Howard, Steven Spielberg, George Lucas, 
Warren Beatty, James Garner, Bruce Willis and Tommy Lee Jones, to name just a 
few…”. 

     
On the left, “FORMER PRESIDENT Jimmy Carter (second from right) and former First Lady 
Rosalyn Carter listen to NASA employee Bill Dowdell’s explanation of the modules in the Space 
Station Processing Facility in January 2002. With them are former Center Director Roy Bridges 
Jr. (right of Jimmy Carter) and Tip Talone (left of Rosalyn Carter), now associate manager of the 
Constellation Program at KSC.”  On the right, “ACTOR TOM Hanks (left), film director Ron 
Howard (wearing hat) and a production crew film scenes at KSC in December 1994 for the 
movie “Apollo 13.” 

 
 
 
 

From the July 27, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1, 4 and 5, “STS-118 crew members ready for August launch”.  Part of 
the article says “The STS-118 crew members completed a full dress rehearsal July 17-
19 for their upcoming launch aboard Space Shuttle Endeavour, currently targeted to 
launch Aug. 7. The simulated countdown at Launch Pad 39A concluded the terminal 
countdown demonstration test, a standard part of prelaunch training which allows the 
astronauts to try on their launch-and-entry suits, learn emergency procedures at the 
launch pad, and take part in familiarization activities and briefings… 
 
Mission managers will determine if the Aug. 7 launch date is achievable during the flight 
readiness review held July 25-26… Twenty-two years after being selected as Christa 
McAuliffe’s backup in the Teacher in Space Project, Barbara R. Morgan will strap into 
Endeavour as a fully trained astronaut. She is one of five mission specialists in the 
seven member crew. During the mission, a new truss segment known as S5 will be 
installed on the station…”. 
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“THE STS-118 crew poses in front of the 
hatch opening on Space Shuttle Endeavour 
during the terminal countdown 
demonstration test, or TCDT. Standing at 
left is Mission Specialist Dave Williams. 
Standing in the back are Commander Scott 
Kelly (left) and Mission Specialist Alvin 
Drew; seated in the middle are Mission 
Specialists Tracy Caldwell (left) and 
Barbara R. Morgan; kneeling in front are 
Pilot Charlie Hobaugh (left) and Mission 
Specialist Rick Mastracchio.” 
 

 
 

  
The following STS-118 mission patch and description are from Wikipedia. 
 

 
“The STS-118 patch represents Space Shuttle 
Endeavour on its mission to help complete the 
assembly of the International Space Station (ISS), 
and symbolizes the pursuit of knowledge through 
space exploration… On the patch, the top of the 
gold astronaut symbol overlays the starboard S-5 
truss segment, highlighting its installation during 
the mission. The flame of knowledge represents 
the importance of education, and honors teachers 
and students everywhere. The seven white stars 
and the red maple leaf signify the American and 
Canadian crew members, respectively, flying 
aboard Endeavour.” 
 
 

 
 
On page 2, “STS-117 astronauts share mission highlights”, by Jennifer Wolfinger, 
Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “A standing-room-only crowd was treated to an 
inside look at the STS-117 mission by the crew members on July 18 at the Kennedy 
Space Center Operations Support Building II. Commander Rick Sturckow, Pilot Lee 
Archambault and Mission Specialists Patrick Forrester, Jim Reilly, Steven Swanson and 
John “Danny” Olivas narrated videos of their mission’s highlights while sitting in the first 
row of the audience… 
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They presented footage of the mission’s four spacewalks, which included deploying and 
retracting solar arrays and securing an insulation blanket that had come loose. The 
presentation also showed the astronauts exercising, transferring cargo, and having fun 
by making a water bubble and piece of red candy float into each other to create an 
“eyeball in space.” The crew members also shared some of the ongoing station 
traditions, such as permanently adding their mission patch sticker to an existing patch 
collection on a station wall, and affixing their patch on the outside of the hatch with 
Velcro…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“STS-117 COMMANDER Rick 
Sturckow talks to members of 
the KSC work force on the fifth 
floor of the Operations Support 
Building II while STS-117 crew 
members look on (at right).” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From The August 10, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 4, “Teachers in space conference helps build future work force”.  In part, 
the feature reads “More than 400 participants attended the Innovative Strategies for 
Cultivating the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Conference 
in Orlando and at the Kennedy Space Center on Aug. 5-8. They included educators of 
kindergarten through 12th grades, university faculty and students, informal education 
leaders (from science centers, the Girl Scouts and others), and companies such as 
Microsoft and Google.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
“FORMER NASA astronaut Robert Springer 
talks to attendees of the teachers in space 
conference in the Apolllo/Saturn V Center.” 
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The conference focused on discussing innovative programs at all educational levels to 
attract and retain more students in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
disciplines to help build the technical work force of the future…”. 
 
 
On pages 1 and 7, “NASA’s Phoenix begins journey to sample Mars water”.  Part of 
the story reads “NASA’s Phoenix Mars mission blasted off Aug. 4 and is now aiming for 
a May 25, 2008, arrival at the Red Planet for a close-up examination of the surface of 
the northern polar region… Phoenix will be the first mission to touch water-ice on Mars. 
The spacecraft’s robotic arm will dig to an icy layer believed to lie just beneath the 
surface… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“THE DELTA II rocket carrying NASA’s Phoenix 
Mars lander launches from Pad 17A on Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station. Phoenix will land in 
icy soils near the permanent ice cap of Mars in 
May 2008.” 

 
 
 
 

 

Wikipedia’s read on the Phoenix Mars mission is at this site.  Per Wikipedia, Phoenix 
“…landed on the surface of Mars on May 25, 2008, and operated until November 2, 
2008.” 
  
 
On page 5, “Bruce Willis Blues Band, ‘Armageddon’ screening entertains guests 
at Visitor Complex”.  Part of the feature says “The Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
Complex and the Netflix Live! on Location concert and movie series teamed up to offer 
a live concert with the Bruce Willis Blues Band on Aug. 2 in the Rocket Garden. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“THE BRUCE Willis Blues Band begins 
performing in the Rocket Garden at the 
Netflix Live! on Location concert held Aug. 
2.” 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenix_(spacecraft)
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The concert was followed by a free outdoor screening of the 1998 Academy Award-
nominated classic “Armageddon,” which included scenes filmed at the center. The 
series pairs a free screening of a pop-culture movie classic with a live musical 
performance by one of the films’ featured stars in locations uniquely associated with the 
movies…”. 
 
 
 
 

From The August 24, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Endeavour, STS-118 crew members complete extended mission”.  In 
part, the article reads “The Space Shuttle Endeavour and the seven-member STS-118 
crew undocked from the International Space Station on Aug. 19 and landed on Aug. 21 
at the Kennedy Space Center. With a major mission objective accomplished, shuttle 
program managers decided to extend the mission by three days…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“ENDEAVOUR MAKES a picture-
perfect touchdown at Kennedy 
Space Center on Aug. 21, ending 
mission STS-118.” 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
On page 3, “National Space Club honors three lifetime achievers”, by Jeff Stuckey, 
Editor.  Part of the feature says “Three longtime contributors to the nation’s space 
program, Norris Gray, Jay Honeycutt and Charlie Murphy, recently were honored by the 
National Space Club of Florida with the 2007 Lifetime Achievement Award at a 
luncheon at the DoubleTree Hotel in Cocoa Beach. The three Florida residents were 
awarded at the Aug. 14 event for advancing space exploration and inspiring countless 
program workers over the years… 
 
“Chief” Gray, as he is known, began his spaceport career in 1949 at what was called the 
Joint Long Range Proving Ground before moving on to the Cape Canaveral Missile 
Annex as fire chief and emergency preparedness officer… Murphy, a 48-year veteran of 
aerospace launch operations, said… “The Apollo Program was a major memorable 
event for me and I was privileged to be involved in sending people to the moon and 
returning them safely to Earth,” he said. “There are also many memorable events from 
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the shuttle program, including the approach and landing tests, the testing we performed 
in Huntsville (Ala.), and activating the facilities for the first flight…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
“CHIEF” NORRIS Gray (left) and Charlie 
Murphy received the National Space Club of 
Florida’s Lifetime Achievement Award on Aug. 
14. Recipient Jay Honeycutt was unable to 
attend the event.” 

 
 
 
 

 
“KENNEDY SPACE Center Director Bill Parsons (fourth from right in the back row) and Rep. 
Tom Feeney (left of Parsons) pose with National Space Club of Florida Lifetime Achievement 
Award recipients, from left, John Neilon, John Tribe, Norris Gray, Sam Beddingfield, Norm 
Carlson, Russell Barnes, Pat Yount, George English, Horace Lamberth, Tom O’Malley, Charlie 
Murphy and Jim Harrington.” 
 
 

On page 6, “Kennedy employee, space artist draws from experience”, by Steven 
Siceloff, Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “Ron Woods of United Space Alliance 
is one of the few people to effectively capture spacesuits in their native habitats. 
Designed to keep humans alive in the void of orbit and on the moon, the rugged 
garments nevertheless spend almost their entire lives in pristine rooms on Earth… “To 
me, there’s nothing more artistic than a spacesuit,” Woods said. “They’re just real 
interesting pieces of hardware to me and I just started painting them.” 
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As the overseer of the flight crew equipment preparation at the Kennedy Space Center, 
Woods is never far from his subjects. He and his team pack up all the gear each shuttle 
carries in the crew cabin for a mission… Woods was already a veteran spacesuit 
preparer by the time the space shuttle astronauts started using the EMUs. He had 
dressed Buzz Aldrin for the Apollo 11 mission and Jim Lovell before Apollo 8, and aided 
the crew of the Apollo-Soyuz flight and the first two space shuttle missions… 
 
His portfolio includes some 200 originals in watercolors and oils, including works of 
spacesuits of all sorts, but the attire that made its way to the lunar surface remains his 
favorite. He has also painted beach scenes including a woodpaneled station wagon on 
Cocoa Beach. Space equipment is his passion, though… His latest project is a 
watercolor of Pete Conrad’s spacesuit from Apollo 12…”. 
  

     
“RON WOODS expertly paints another watercolor work related to space equipment. He works 
for United Space Alliance overseeing flight crew equipment preparation. The Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex offers some of his prints.”.  “TITLED “HANGING Around After A Walk 
On The Moon,” this Ron Woods original print was painted in 1999…”. 

 
This is a short video with Ron, of recent vintage, and includes some of his artwork.  
   
 
 
 

From The September 7, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 6, “Crawler Transporter 2 reaches 2,000-mile mark”, by Linda Herridge, 
Staff Writer.  A portion of the story reads “Most cars and trucks hit the 2,000-mile mark 
on the odometer in just a few months, but it took about 40 years for Crawler Transporter 
2. NASA and contractor engineers and technicians cheered as the crawler marked the 
milestone on Aug. 21 during its return from Launch Pad 39A to its storage yard… 
 
Built by the Marion Power and Shovel Company in Marion, Ohio, the transporter has 
carried eight Apollo launch vehicles and 64 space shuttles during its travels to and from 

https://vimeo.com/409315403
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the launch pads... The unique transporters each weigh 6.1 million pounds. Add the 
weight of the space shuttle on top of the mobile launcher and it increases to 18 million 
pounds, traveling slightly below one mile per hour… Perry Becker, chief of the Shuttle 
Ground Structural Systems Branch, was the NASA system engineer for the crawlers for 
15 years. Becker said when the crawlers were first designed and built, engineers were 
hoping they would get 100 miles or so out of each machine in support of the Apollo 
Program…”. 

 

 
 
 
“EACH MEMBER of the 
crawler transporter team 
holds up two fingers to 
signify the vehicle’s 
odometer reaching the 
2,000-mile mark. The 
transporter has moved eight 
Apollo launch vehicles and 
64 space shuttle stacks.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 

From The September 21, 2007, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Work continues for October launch of STS-120”.  In part, the article 
says “A leak in a hydraulic seal in Discovery’s right main landing gear strut has shuttle 
program managers reassessing processing milestones for mission STS-120… 
Managers soon will determine a new date for the vehicle’s rollover to the Vehicle 
Assembly Building and decide how the work might affect Discovery’s Oct. 23 target 
launch date… 
 
The crew will take an Italian-built U.S. multi-port module, also known as Harmony, to the 
International Space Station on this mission, marking the 23rd shuttle flight to the station. 
Retired U.S. Air Force Col. Pamela Melroy will command the STS-120 mission to take 
the Node 2 connecting module to the station. Melroy, a veteran shuttle pilot, is the 
second woman to command a shuttle. George Zamka will serve as pilot. The flight’s 
mission specialists also include Stephanie Wilson and Paolo Nespoli, a European 
Space Agency astronaut from Italy. Zamka, Wheelock and Nespoli will be making their 
first spaceflight. 
 
This flight also will bring astronaut Daniel Tani to the station, allowing Expedition 15/16 
Flight Engineer Clayton Anderson to return to Earth from the space station aboard 
Discovery. Tani will return on shuttle mission STS-122…”. 
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The following STS-120 mission patch and description are from Wikipedia. 
 

 
“The STS-120 patch reflects the role of the 
mission in the future of the space program. The 
shuttle payload bay carries Node 2, the doorway 
to the future international laboratory elements on 
the International Space Station. On the left the 
star represents the International Space Station; 
the red colored points represent the current 
location of the P6 solar array, furled and 
awaiting relocation when the crew arrives… The 
gold points represent the P6 solar array in its 
new location, unfurled and producing power for 
science and life support. On the right, the moon 
and Mars can be seen representing the future of 
NASA. The constellation Orion rises in the 

background, symbolizing NASA's new exploration vehicle. Through all, the shuttle rises 
up and away, leading the way to the future…”. 
 
 
On page 5, “Astronauts bring NASA magic to Disney”, by Anna Heiney, Staff Writer. 
A portion of the article reads “Five... Four... Three... Two... One... A voice over the 
loudspeakers counted down as the crowd waited in anticipation outside the “Mission: 
SPACE” attraction at Walt Disney World’s Epcot Center in Orlando. Finally, with a 
thundering whoosh and an explosion of smoke and confetti, a glass plaque bearing the 
inspirational words of astronaut Barbara Morgan was unveiled as onlookers cheered. 
 
“Reach for your dreams...the sky is no limit,” states the plaque outside the ride that 
takes guests on a simulated journey into space. The plaque dedication was part of 
Disney World’s “NASA Space Day” celebration on Sept. 10 in which the seven 
astronauts who flew aboard space shuttle Endeavour on the STS-118 mission were 
honored for their hard work in space with a visit to “the happiest place on Earth.”… 
 

 
 
“DURING A special event at Walt 
Disney World honoring the crew of 
space shuttle mission STS-118, 
Mission Specialist Barbara R. 
Morgan (left) helps dedicate a plaque 
outside the Mission: Space attraction. 
At right are Vice President of Epcot 
Jim MacPhee and NASA Assistant 
Administrator for Education Joyce 
Winterton.” 
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From The October 5, 2007, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Discovery waits on Pad 39A for launch”.  Part of the feature reads 
“Space shuttle Discovery stands poised for liftoff at Launch Pad 39A at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center, following its arrival at the pad on Sept. 30 for mission 
STS-120… Discovery and its seven-astronaut crew are targeted to launch Oct. 23 on 
the mission, marking the 23rd shuttle flight to the station…”. 
 

 
 
 

On page 3, “Intercenter Walk/Run challenges all”.  In part, the article says “Whether 
walking, running or rolling, employees of Kennedy Space Center showed their mettle 
Sept. 25 during the annual Intercenter Run. With a start called by Center Director Bill 
Parsons, hundreds made their way around the Shuttle Landing Facility…   
 
Jeanne Ryba of NASA’s Public Affairs division has taken part in the walk/run for five 
years. Her walking partner was Amber Philman, also with Public Affairs. “The event 
builds camaraderie in the office,” said Ryba, “as well as getting to mix with others from 
around the center…”. 
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From the October 19, 2007 Spaceport News 

On page 6, “Astronauts tell about life in space”, by Steven Siceloff, Staff Writer. 
A portion of the article states “ONE year, one month and almost two weeks of 
experience in space shared the stage on Oct. 10 when astronauts Michael Lopez-
Alegria and Sunita Williams talked to Kennedy Space Center employees about the two 
missions to the International Space Station that recently concluded. Both astronauts set 
duration records with their flights and with a host of spacewalks… 
 
"It's really a wonderful sensation to just float around," said Lopez-Alegria, whose stay 
aboard the orbiting laboratory lasted 215 days… "You don't really lie down," Lopez-
Alegria said of going to sleep. "You don't have that sensation of relaxing. I was able to 
fall asleep pretty easily, but I had a hard time staying asleep." Williams agreed, saying 
she felt quite tired when she got back to Earth. "I slept probably 16 to 20 hours the first 
night I was back," she said… 
 
After taking space shuttle Discovery into orbit on mission STS-116 for her first liftoff, 
Williams said the experience was unlike any other. "I think all we were doing was 
whooping and hollering on the middeck," she said. During the course of her four-month 
adventure, Williams said she quickly learned how to move around and picked up strong 
clues regarding when she should cut her famously long hair. When her black locks 
started floating up near one of the fans, she asked for a haircut… 
 
Neither found themselves lacking in orbital tasks. Lopez-Alegria added five more 
spacewalks to his resume during his increment and set a record with a total of 10 over 
his astronaut career. His spacewalking time extends almost three days in all… Williams 
set a spacewalk record of her own by completing four excursions totaling more than 29 
hours during her flight, the most for any woman in the world…”. 
 

   
“Michael Wetmore presents Kennedy Space Center medallions to astronauts Suni Williams and 
Michael Lopez-Alegria. The astronauts recently returned from long stays aboard the 
International Space Station and visited Kennedy to discuss their missions.” 
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From the November 2, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Discovery soars between clouds”.  In part, the article says “WITH clouds 
crowding the coastline, space shuttle Discovery found a place of harmony in space and 
time, climbing into blue sky after a spectacular on-time launch at 11:38 a.m. Oct. 23 on 
mission STS-120 to the International Space Station. 
 
At the post-launch briefing, Shuttle Launch Director Mike Leinbach said the launch was 
“one of the cleanest countdowns here since I’ve been a launch director. “Both weather 
and the ice issue were things we had to work through prior to launch. We were 
challenged by both. All we can do is evaluate the weather and hope to get lucky,” he 
added. When it counted, the unanimous decision was “go” for launch… 
 
Discovery and its crew of seven are expected to complete the mission with a landing at 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center at 5:11 a.m. on Nov. 7.” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

“The STS-120 crew shares its eagerness for launch with spectators before getting on the 
Astrovan to ride to the launch pad. Commander Pamela Melroy (right) leads the way.”  
 

 
On page 2, “Employees recognized for modification efforts on STS-117 external 
tank”.  A portion of the story reads “SEVERAL hundred NASA, Lockheed Martin and 
United Space Alliance workers were recently recognized for their unparalleled efforts in 
repairing the foam on the external tank for the STS-117 mission. In late February, while 
on the launch pad, space shuttle Atlantis’ external tank received hail damage during a 
severe thunderstorm that passed through the Kennedy Space Center Launch Complex 
39 area. The hail caused visible divots in the giant tank’s foam insulation as well as 
minor surface damage to about 25 heat shield tiles on the shuttle’s left wing. 
 
The team worked 24 hours a day, seven days a week, for 70 days to complete the 
unprecedented repairs. Their efforts ranged from assessing the damage, building 
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unique scaffolding to access the areas, developing new tools such as a device that 
became dubbed the “pencil sharpener” and using several repair options, from sanding 
to injecting foam. At a special ceremony on Oct. 10, Shuttle Program Manager Wayne 
Hale presented team members with medallions to honor their work…”. 
 
The medallion states: 

   
 
 

   
On the left, “Shuttle Program Manager Wayne Hale congratulates Michael L. Young, director of 
Engineering Integration, for his hail damage work on the STS-117 external tank”.  On the right, 
“A cake decorated for the celebration features both sides of the medallion given to the team 
members.”  
 
 

On page 7, “KSC makes a difference”.   Part of the feature states “BECAUSE of 
generous Kennedy Space Center workers who donated items to the Make a Difference 
Day Project, about 1,000 Brevard County residents will receive basic necessities such 
as canned vegetables, pasta, shampoo and diapers. 

 

 
 
 
“Chau Le and Sandra Getter finish loading one of 
two vans and an SUV used to collect donations 
for the Make A Difference Day Project to take to 
Brevard Sharing Centers.” 
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From The November 16, 2007, Spaceport News 

 
On page 1, “Discovery home after historic mission sets up future space station 
growth”.  A portion of the article states “THE space shuttle Discovery (right) and its 
crew landed at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center at 1:01 p.m. Nov. 7 after completing a 
15-day journey of more than 6.2 million miles in space. Discovery’s STS-120 mission 
added a key component to the International Space Station and featured an 
unprecedented spacewalk to repair a damaged solar array. 
 

     
“Commander Pamela Melroy, Pilot George Zamka and Mission Specialists Scott Parazynski, 
Stephanie Wilson and Doug Wheelock after landing on Runway 33 of the Shuttle Landing 
Facility.”  
 
 

On page 2, “SpaceX breaks ground on launch complex”.  In part, the article states 
“SPACE Exploration Technologies, or SpaceX, broke ground on Nov. 2 at Launch 
Complex 40 to build new launch facilities at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. 

 

“Putting spades to work at ground-
breaking ceremonies for SpaceX’s 
new Falcon 9 rocket launch facilities 
at Space Launch Complex 40 at 
Cape Canaveral are (from left) Thad 
Altman, Florida representative; Jeff 
Kottkamp, Florida lieutenant 
governor; Elon Musk, founder and 
chief executive officer of Space 
Exploration Technologies; U.S. Air 
Force Brig. Gen. Susan Helms, 
commander of the 45th Space 
Wing; Lynda Weatherman, Brevard 

County Economic Development Commission chief executive officer and president; Steve 
Koehler, president of Space Florida; Janet Petro, deputy director of NASA's Kennedy Space 

Center; Patricia Grace Smith, Federal Aviation Administration associate administrator for 
commercial space transportation; and Steve Cain, Kennedy COTS project manager.” 
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The U.S. Air Force Space Command's 45th Space Wing granted a license to SpaceX to 
operate on Space Launch Complex 40, which was previously used for Titan 4 launches. 
SpaceX will be able to launch both the Falcon 9 and Falcon 9-heavy from the site… 
 
In operation since 1965, Space Launch Complex 40 has hosted numerous launches, 
including two interplanetary missions: the Mars Observer on Sept. 25, 1992, and the 
Saturn-bound Cassini-Huygens, which rode into space on Oct. 15, 1997, atop a Titan 
IVB launcher…”. 
 
This is Wikipedia’s read on LC40, including the following: “…As of January 2021, there 
have been 62 launches of the Falcon 9 from the complex. The site was heavily 
damaged following the September 2016 Amos-6 incident, due to a catastrophic 
failure during a static fire test. The complex was repaired and returned to operational 
status in December 2017 for the CRS-13 mission…”.  
 
 
On page 3, “Atlantis rolls to Launch Pad 39A”.  In part, the story reads “SPACE 
shuttle Atlantis rolled out to Launch Pad 39A on Nov. 10 and preparations for the STS-
122 mission are moving forward… The primary payload on Atlantis is the Columbus 
Laboratory… The addition of this module to the space station was made possible with 
the installation of the Harmony Node 2 module on mission STS-120 in October…”. 
    

 
 
 
“Space Shuttle Atlantis, secured 
atop a mobile launch platform, 
nears the top of the five percent 
grade to the top of the hardstand 
on its final approach to Launch 
Pad 39A… After a 7-hour trip, the 
shuttle was hard down on the pad 
at 11:51 a.m.” 

 
 
 

 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “World Space Expo commemorates humanity’s first 50 years in 
space, looks to future explorations to the moon and beyond”, by Steven Siceloff, 
Staff Writer.  Part of the feature says “THUNDERING space shuttles gave way to the 
Thunderbirds and roaring rockets made room for a soaring Super Hornet, Eagle and 
Raptor during the four days of the World Space Expo on Nov. 1-4. For the first time, the 
U.S. Air Force's elite aerial demonstration team known as the Thunderbirds staged a full 
air show from the same runway at NASA's Kennedy Space Center used by space 
shuttles returning from orbit. "I never thought I would get the opportunity to do it. It's just 
really neat to do it," said Lt. Col. Kevin "Hollywood" Robbins, commander of the 
Thunderbirds. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Canaveral_Space_Launch_Complex_40
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The squadron was joined at the Shuttle Landing Facility by the most advanced fighter 
aircraft in the American inventory, including the Air Force F-22 Raptor and the Navy's 
F/A-18 Super Hornet… It made for an impressive roster of performers for crowds 
numbering about 7,000 each day on Nov. 3 and 4 at the NASA Causeway that links 
Kennedy and Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.” 
 

    
 

On the left, “the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds fly in formation. The squadron includes two 
women: Maj. Nicole Malachowski flies No. 3 jet as the right wing pilot in the diamond formation 
and Maj. Samantha Weeks flies the No. 6 jet as the opposing solo pilot.  On the right, “a 
member of the U.S. Army Golden Knights demonstrates his precision skydiving and landing.” 

 
 
Also on pages 4 and 5, “Anniversary event honors Mercury astronauts”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the feature states “THOUGH the air was crisp and the 
skies threatened rain, nothing could dampen the spirits of the crowd that gathered at the 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex Rocket Garden Nov. 2 to honor the 45th 
anniversary of the Mercury Program during the kickoff of the first World Space Expo.  
 
Mercury astronauts John Glenn and Scott Carpenter arrived for the VIP event in 
gleaming classic Corvettes. Glenn and his wife, Annie, were escorted by former Apollo 
astronaut Al Worden, while Carpenter was escorted by shuttle astronaut and chairman 
of the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation John McBride and Mercury astronaut nurse 
Dee O’Hara… 
 
Dan LeBlanc, chief operating officer for Delaware North Companies Parks and Resorts 
at KSC Inc., welcomed everyone to the celebration. “We’re so proud to have these two 
American heroes here with us tonight,” LeBlanc said.”… 
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“In a calvacade of veteran Apollo and Mercury astronauts, John Glenn rides in the back of a 
Corvette driven by Al Worden. Glenn piloted the Mercury-Atlas 6 “Friendship 7” spacecraft on 
the first U.S. manned orbital mission. Worden was command module pilot for Apollo 1.” 

 
 
 
 

From The November 30, 2007, Spaceport News 

On pages 4 and 5, “Meet the STS-122 crew members”.  Part of the story reads “THE 
STS-122 astronauts and ground crews participated in a launch dress rehearsal and 
other prelaunch activities Nov. 17-20, known as the terminal countdown demonstration 
test, or TCDT… Commander Steve Frick will lead the international crew of mission 
STS-122 on his second shuttle flight… Alan Poindexter will serve as pilot on his first 
shuttle flight… 
 
Making his second shuttle flight, Rex Walheim will serve as a mission specialist… Dr. 
Stanley Love will serve as a mission specialist, making his first shuttle flight… Mission 
STS-122 will be Mission Specialist Leland Melvin’s first shuttle flight… Hans Schlegel, 
an astronaut with the European Space Agency, ESA, will serve as a mission specialist 
on his second shuttle flight… Leopold Eyharts, another ESA astronaut, will serve as a 
mission specialist on his first space shuttle mission…”. 

  

 
 
 

“Above, the STS-122 crew lines up for 
a media press conference near 
Launch Pad 39A. From left are 
Commander Steve Frick, Pilot Alan 
Poindexter and Mission Specialists 
Leland Melvin, Rex Walheim, Hans 
Schlegel, Stanley Love and Leopold 
Eyharts.” 
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From The December 14, 2007, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “NASA targets shuttle Atlantis launch Jan. 2”.  Part of the article says 
“The NASA launch team is looking to kick off the new year with the launch of space 
shuttle Atlantis on mission STS-122, targeting liftoff no earlier than Jan. 2. The launch 
window for the flight to the International Space Station will depend on when the agency 
can resolve a problem in the fuel sensor system of Atlantis’ external fuel tank that 
prevented launch on Dec. 6 and 8… During the course of two different countdowns, 
three gauges that help measure the fuel level in the tank gave false readings. Launch 
managers postponed the launch to evaluate the problem…”.  
 
 
On page 2, “2007 gives us many reasons to be proud”. 
 

 
 

Part of the feature reads “As this year comes to a close, I want to take a few moments 
to salute each and every member of the Kennedy Space Center team for a job well 
done. In Kennedy’s 45th year as NASA’s launch operations center, we have added to 
the center’s rich history with several highlights. We stayed focused on all of our diverse 
missions, including launching the space shuttle and expendable launch vehicles, 
gearing up for the Constellation Program and working toward completing the 
International Space Station… 
 
Another first-time highlight for our center was the World 2007 gives us many reasons to 
be proud “As I look back on my first year as director, I’m proud of the Kennedy work 
force for its integrity and dedication.”… Another first-time highlight for our center was the 
Space Expo in November that brought together thousands of people to celebrate the 
past, present and future of space exploration on a global scale… As I look back on my 
first year as director, I’m proud of the Kennedy work force for its integrity and 
dedication… ”. 

 
 

 
 

“The Air Force Thunderbirds 
Demonstration Squadron was 
among the many performers 
at the inaugural World Space 
Expo in November. 


