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2008 Spaceport News Summary 
The 2008 Spaceport News used the above banner for the year.   
 
 

Introduction 
 
The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 
1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 
weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 
Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 
issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 
until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The 
Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 
 
In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I 
added or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link. 
 
All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary.  The 
Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article. 
 
 
 

Followup From the 2007 Spaceport News Summary 

 
The followng is in the December 14, 2007, issue of the Spaceport News. 
 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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There is an article in the 2007 Spaceport News Summary about External Tank repairs 
to ET-124, flown on STS-117, after it was damaged by hail.  Below is a photo in the 
VAB, showing the extent of some of the damage.  A lot of scaffolding had to be 
installed, some of which is in visible in the photo. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From The January 11, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Apollo Tribute Bike roars through KSC”, by Linda Herridge, Staff Writer.  
Part of the article states “The echo of launches long past reverberated at Kennedy 
Space Center when the crew of 2xtreem Motorcycle TV showcased its specially 
decked-out Apollo Tribute Bike on Dec. 11. Joe Capicotti revved the engine of the 
modified Kawasaki ZX-14 as he roared out of the 2xtreem trailer… Capicotti is the 
owner of Dragonlake Productions, which produces the popular 2xtreem motorcycle 
program that airs on Sunsports, the Fox Sports Network and several other local 
affiliates, as well as DirecTV and Dish networks… 
 

 
 
 
 
“2Xtreem Motorcycle TV donated a custom 
Kawasaki ZX-14 to Kennedy Space Center as a 
tribute to the Apollo program. At the Shuttle Landing 
Facility, the Apollo Tribute Bike reached speeds of 
up to 170 mph as crews filmed from a helicopter. 
The bike will tour the country through August.” 

 
 
 
 

The following is a video of the event, including footage of the motorcyle doing a speed run at the 
Shuttle Landing Facility. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuQM10bwZ1g
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On page 2, “Kennedy luminary ‘Tip’ Talone retires”, by Corey Schubert, Staff Writer.  
Part of the feature states “A quote that John J. “Tip” Talone Jr. keeps on display in his 
office reads, “My job is to stay out of the way.” It’s an example of the confidence he 
placed in the teams he led through the years at the Kennedy Space Center. Talone 
retired this month as the associate program manager for the Constellation Program at 
Kennedy. His career spanned the history of the space program’s most important 
achievements. One of Talone’s legacies is the impact he made through mentoring 
countless employees during his career… 
 
“If you look at all of the people he influenced and helped foster their growth, the list is 
quite daunting,” said Bill Dowdell, the center’s technical operations director and chief of 
the Mission Management Office… He has played vital roles in NASA’s history since 
beginning his career with the agency in 1965…“He left a trail of friends and admirers in 
his wake because wherever he went and whoever he met, they would always remember 
Tip,” said Russell Romanella, director of the International Space Station/Payload 
Processing Directorate…”. 
 

  
 
 
 
“Tip Talone, right, the former director of 
International Space Station Payload 
Processing, discusses STS-114 with Mission 
Commander Eileen Collins. Talone retired 
this month as the associate program 
manager for the Constellation Program at 
Kennedy.” 

 
 
 

 
The following is Tip’s biography from a NASA website.  Trying to find some footage with 
Tip, I ran across a neat video, “The Space Shuttle”, circa 1994 by the Discovery 
Channel, in ten parts on YouTube.  The video basically tracks the STS-59 flow, with 
Endeavour.  Tip is in several of the videos, along with others, including Grant Cates, 
Greg Katnik, Eileen Collins, Kevin Chilton, Story Musgrave, Al Straner, Tonya Factor, 
Bob Sieck and Al Sofge.  The videos are at the following websites.  Part 10 is credits. 
 
The Space Shuttle, Part 1/10    The Space Shuttle, Part 2/10 
 
The Space Shuttle, Part 3/10 The Space Shuttle, Part 4/10 
 
The Space Shuttle, Part 5/10 The Space Shuttle, Part 6/10 
 
The Space Shuttle, Part 7/10 The Space Shuttle, Part 8/10 
 
The Space Shuttle, Part 9/10 The Space Shuttle, Part 10/10 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/about/biographies/talone.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8I16m1jJGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFBFHY-PbkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C989gNO4UjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7k5OFI5xISY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7Mwl0mFOP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpipqN9iZdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kCnKGoWZN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeEKU_Ipk4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UU1J8jKwltc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awt_EACnyPE
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From The January 25, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Solder fix fuels optimism for STS-122 launch”, by Steve Siceloff, Staff 
Writer.  Part of the feature says “Innovation described the space shuttle when it first 
lifted off its launch pad almost 27 years ago… The latest ingenuity came about as 
NASA was trying to figure out why a connector that passes electrical signals through the 
wall of the external tank was acting up... 
 
While tests still were under way to determine why the connection was breaking, a group 
of engineers who work on Atlas rockets already had an idea of how to fix the shuttle’s 
issue… James Whelan, an electrical and avionics systems manager for the United 
Launch Alliance’s Atlas program, said a tanking test performed on Atlantis showed a 
problem similar to one he worked on in 1994 with the Centaur stage of a Titan-Centaur 
rocket. The solution then was to permanently solder the connecting pins and the socket 
so the electrical current could not be broken… 
 
Stephen Swichkow, NASA’s external tank and solid rocket booster electrical branch 
chief at Kennedy, said establishing the design and getting the work done in only a few 
weeks showed the agency’s determination and motivation… 
 
NASA is targeting Feb. 7 at 2:45 p.m. EST to launch Atlantis on its STS-122 mission. 
 

 
 
 
 
“Aerospace technicians with United Launch Alliance 
inspect an electrical wiring harness that has been 
inserted into a replacement feed-through connector, 
during preparations to solder the pins to the socket of 
the connector that will be installed in the external fuel 
tank for space shuttle Atlantis’ STS-122 mission.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following STS-122 mission patch and description are from Wikipedia. 
 
“The STS-122 patch depicts the continuation of the voyages of the early explorers to 
today's frontier, space. The ship denotes the travels of the early expeditions from the 
east to the west. The space shuttle shows the continuation of that journey along the 
orbital path from west to east. A little more than 500 years after Columbus sailed to the 
new world, the STS-122 crew will bring the European laboratory module "Columbus" to 
the International Space Station to usher in a new era of scientific discovery.” 
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On page 3, “STS-120 crew shares experience of mission”, by Tanya Nguyen, Staff 
Writer.  A portion of the article states “A thunderous applause greeted five astronauts of 
mission STS-120 as they took center stage Jan. 8 at Kennedy Space Center, returning 
home to where their mission began in October aboard space shuttle Discovery. Donned 
in blue jumpsuits, the crew members met with Kennedy workers in the Training 
Auditorium to discuss their mission and share experiences in space… 
 
“We really owe a huge debt of thanks to you, everybody at the Kennedy Space Center, 
everybody who plays a part in launching a shuttle,” Pam Melroy said… The astronauts 
entertained the crowd with a film highlighting their 15-day mission in space aboard the 
station, even giving viewers a bird’s-eye view of how Parazynski repaired a damaged 
solar array on the station… Mike Wetmore, NASA’s associate director for engineering 
and technical operations, gave each of the astronauts a commemorative silver coin at 
the close of the hourlong presentation…”. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
“Discovery Pilot George Zamka happily 
signs an autograph for a Kennedy 
employee.” 
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From The February 8, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “STS-122 crew eager to start mission”.  Part of the feature says “Space 
shuttle Atlantis’ 11-day mission will deliver a key component to continue constructing 
the International Space Station. During the first of three spacewalks, astronauts will 
install the Columbus laboratory on the orbiting outpost… The Columbus laboratory is 
Europe’s largest contribution to the construction of the station… STS-122 is the 121st 
shuttle flight, the 29th flight for Atlantis and the 24th flight to the station.” 
 

 
 

And STS-122 launched on February 7. 
 

 
“After their arrival at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, space shuttle Atlantis’ crew members 
head to greet the media waiting for them. From left are Commander Steve Frick, Pilot Alan 
Poindexter, and Mission Specialists Leland Melvin, Rex Walheim, Hans Schlegel, Stanley Love 
and Leopold Eyharts. Eyharts and Schlegel represent the European Space Agency.” 

 
 
On page 3, “NASA commemorates Columbia loss”, by Tanya Nguyen, Staff Writer.  
In part, the feature states “A crowd of people from around the world gathered Feb. 1 at 
the Space Mirror Memorial to honor the seven astronauts of space shuttle Columbia’s 
STS-107 mission on the fifth anniversary of the accident… “Today is a day when we 
remind ourselves that not quitting has high cost or can have high costs,” said NASA 
Administrator Michael Griffin… 
 
The mission commander’s widow, Evelyn Husband-Thompson, addressed the audience 
in a slow tone, her voice often breaking as she recalled hearing the news about the 
shuttle. “All of our families went through so much that day,” she said. “We so miss them 
and we will never forget them. And I can’t thank each of you enough for being here to 
honor their memory and contribution to our nation today.”… 
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Former astronaut Eileen Collins, who commanded the first shuttle mission following 
Columbia in 2005, said the tragedy was not in vain because it showed NASA there were 
lots of lessons to be learned. In honoring their lives, she stressed the importance of 
continued space exploration… Kennedy Space Center Director Bill Parsons echoed her 
sentiments. “While we grieve their loss with heavy hearts, this nation honors their 
sacrifices by continuing the journey they were such strong advocates for,” Parsons 
said… 
 
Anita Pantano, who works for Space Gateway Support, kept her head down as she 
clasped three roses. “I’m always thinking of the seven astronauts,” she said through 
tears… “We wanted to come today and see for ourselves,” said Larry Schwefel of 
Wisconsin. “It’s an honor to be here, and it seems more real.”… 
 

 
“NASA honors the crew of Columbia on the five-year anniversary with a ceremony Feb. 1 at the 
Space Mirror Memorial at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. Speakers included, from 
left, G. Madhavan Nair, chairman of the Indian Space Research Organization; Luther 
Richardson, winner of the 2007 Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award; William Readdy, 
former space shuttle commander; Bill Gerstenmaier, NASA associate administrator for space 
operations; Eileen Collins, former astronaut; Bill Parsons, Kennedy Space Center director; and 
Evelyn Husband-Thompson, widow of commander Rick Husband.” 

 
 
On page 7, “Celebrations mark 50 years since Explorer I launch”, by Linda 
Herridge, Staff Writer.  A portion of the feature says “What could be described as a 
combination of high energy and nostalgia filled the conference room at the Radisson 
Resort in Port Canaveral, Fla., on Jan. 31, as the NASA Alumni League and NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center celebrated the 50th anniversary of the launch of America’s first 
satellite. Explorer 1 lifted off aboard a Jupiter C launch vehicle at 10:48 p.m. Jan. 31, 
1958, from Launch Complex 26 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station… 
 
Historical footage of Explorer 1 prelaunch activities played on a large screen as former 
workers from the Army Ballistic Missile Agency, Jet Propulsion Laboratory and the Air 
Force shared memories and introduced the younger generation to the nation’s first 
steps into space… Norm Perry, one of the event planners, served as master of 
ceremonies. He was an experimental electronics engineering technician in Huntsville, 
Ala., for the Redstone 29, the instrument compartment and the tub interface spinning 
rocket for Explorer 1… 
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Kennedy Space Center Deputy Director Janet Petro thanked the team for its hard 
work… “This day 50 years ago, we witnessed American history. Explorer 1 is the 
benchmark of our space history,” said Ike Rigell, president of the local NASA Alumni 
League.” 
 

 
“Guests who attended Explorer 1’s celebration received a Feb. 1, 1958, reprint of the Huntsville 
Times and a personalized certificate of attendance. Honorees and spouses also received a 
special 50th anniversary pin.” 

 
 
On page 8. 
 

 
 

 
 
  “I get to work in the space program 
  and not many people can say that.” 
Maryellen Powell, Executive Assistant 
  Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne, Inc. 

 
 
 
 

      “We do here what no one 
         else does in the world.” 
Alex Garcia, Launch Accessories 
Engineer with United Space Alliance 
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From The February 22, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “STS-122 shuttles Columbus to space station”, by Linda Herridge, Staff 
Writer.  

 

 
 
 

Part of the feature says “A vibrant blue sky provided a picture-
perfect backdrop for the spectacular liftoff of space shuttle 
Atlantis on its STS-122 mission at 2:45 p.m. Feb. 7…  
 

The mission, originally scheduled for launch in December, was 
delayed so that engineers and technicians could design and 
test a new connector for one of the shuttle’s fuel sensor 
systems on the external tank… 
 
During the mission, Atlantis docked with the station and crew 
members performed spacewalks to prepare and install the 
Columbus module on the station’s Harmony module… At 
press time, the shuttle landing is scheduled to take place at 
9:07 a.m. on Feb. 20 at the Kennedy Shuttle Landing 
Facility…”. 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 4. 

 

“Space shuttle Endeavour rolls out 
of the Orbiter Processing Facility on 
its way to the Vehicle Assembly 
Building on its transporter Feb. 11. 
While in high bay 1, Endeavour was 
attached to its external fuel tank and 
solid rocket boosters in preparation 
for its upcoming mission, STS-123, 
to the International Space Station 
targeted for March 11. The mission 
will deliver the first section of the 
Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency’s Kibo laboratory and the 
Canadian Space Agency’s two-
armed robotic system, Dextre.” 
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The following STS-123 crew patch and description are from Wikipedia. 
 

 
“…The crew patch depicts the 
space shuttle in orbit with the crew 
names trailing behind. STS-123's 
major additions to ISS (the ELM-
PS installation with the shuttle 
robotic arm and the fully 
constructed SPDM) are both 
illustrated. The ISS is shown in the 
configuration that the STS-123 
crew will encounter when they 
arrive.” 
 
 

 
 
On page 8, “Parsons addresses Space Club”. 

 

 
 
 
 
“Kennedy Space Center Director Bill Parsons shared 
an overview of the past year during the February 
lunch meeting of the National Space Club on Feb. 
12 in Cocoa Beach.” 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

From The March 7, 2008, Spaceport News 

 
On page 3, “STS-123 crew ready for record mission”.  A portion of the article states 
“Commander Dominic Gorie and his six crewmates are ready for launch on the STS-
123 mission to the International Space Station, set for 2:28 a.m. March 11… During 
space shuttle Endeavour’s 16-day mission, the crew will deliver and install the first 
section of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s Kibo laboratory and the Canadian 
Space Agency’s two-armed robotic system, Dextre. Five spacewalks will be conducted 
during the flight... 
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Gorie will be joined on STS-123 by Pilot Gregory H. Johnson and Mission Specialists 
Robert L. Behnken, Mike Foreman, Rick Linnehan, Garrett Reisman and Japanese 
astronaut Takao Doi. Reisman will remain on the station as a resident crew member, 
replacing station flight engineer Leopold Eyharts of the European Space Agency, who 
will return home on Endeavour… 
 
After two days of evaluating launch preparations for the mission, NASA’s mission 
management team confirmed the readiness of the shuttle, flight crew and payload for 
the next flight… STS-123 is the 25th shuttle mission to the International Space Station.” 
 

 
“The crew for space shuttle Endeavour’s STS-123 mission takes time out from training activities 
inside the White Room. From left, top row, are Commander Dominic Gorie and Mission 
Specialist Mike Foreman, and in the bottom row are Mission Specialists Garrett Reisman and 
Robert L. Behnken, Pilot Gregory H. Johnson, and Mission Specialists Takao Doi of the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency and Rick Linnehan. The crew is at Kennedy for a full launch 
dress rehearsal, known as the terminal countdown demonstration test or TCDT.” 

 
 
Also on page 3, “STS-122 mission a success”. 
 

“Space shuttle Atlantis releases its drag 
chute after main gear touchdown on 
Runway 15 of the Shuttle Landing Facility at 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center after a 
nearly 5.3 million mile round trip to the 
International Space Station. During the 
mission, Atlantis’ crew installed the 
Columbus laboratory, leaving a larger space 
station and one with increased science 
capabilities. The Columbus research module 
adds nearly 1,000 cubic feet of habitable 
volume and affords room for 10 experiment 
racks, each an independent science lab.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Scene around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds fly 
past Launch Pad 39A at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center… The aircraft 
had flown earlier to support the Daytona 
500, celebrating its 50th anniversary, 
and chose to fly over Kennedy on their 
way to their next assignment. On the 
pad, space shuttle Endeavour waits to 
launch on the STS-123 mission.” 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 

From The March 21, 2008 Spaceport News 
 
On page 1. 
 

  
“Liftoff of space shuttle Endeavour on the STS-123 mission lights up Launch Pad 39A on March 
11. The crew will deliver the first section of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s Kibo 
laboratory and the Canadian Space Agency’s two-armed robotic system to the International 
Space Station.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Scene around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 

“Malkolm Boothroyd, left, and his parents 
Wendy Boothroyd and Ken Madsen, have 
traveled 9,770 miles of a 12,000 trip without 
using fossil fuels. The trio made a stop at 
Kennedy on March 14 and toured the center 
in a fossil fuel-free lithium-powered car.” 
 
This is a recent article about Malkolm in 
Canada’s NATIONAL OBSERVER, which 
states “…Malkolm Boothroyd is a writer and 
photographer, and the Campaigns 
Coordinator for the Yukon chapter of the 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society.”  
The article mentions the 2008 bike trip. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
“NASA Flow Director for space shuttle 
Endeavour, Ken Tenbusch, left, holds the tie 
cut by Shuttle Launch Director Mike Leinbach 
after the successful launch of Endeavour. The 
tie-cutting is a tradition for first-timers.” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
On page 8, “Space Day highlights industry”.  

  

    
 
 

“Deputy Center Director Janet Petro and 
Astronaut Tom Marshburn discuss the 
Constellation Program with Florida Speaker of 
the House Marco Rubio during Florida Space 
Day in Tallahassee on March 6. A group of 
about 20 space-related businesses and 
interests joined the annual event to promote 
the space industry’s value as an economic 
engine.” 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/u/malkolm-boothroyd
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From the April 4, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Recovery crew launches as STS-123 lands”, by Linda Herridge, Staff 
Writer.  In part, the story reads “As the crew of space shuttle Endeavour prepared for an 
evening landing at Kennedy Space Center’s Shuttle Landing Facility on March 26, a 
crew was making preparations on the ground. A recovery crew of nearly 200 NASA and 
contractor workers, along with 40 vehicles, headed toward the runway with one thought 
on their minds - to ensure the orbiter is safe once it touches down and comes to a 
stop… 
 
For United Space Alliance workers Ray Zink and Richard Van Wart, the sound of the 
twin sonic booms signaled the beginning of a well-orchestrated, post-landing process 
that involves safing the vehicle and moving it to the orbiter processing facility. Zink is 
manager of shuttle recovery operations and serves as the orbiter move director after the 
shuttle lands… Zink said the first and most important task is to verify the orbiter is free 
of toxic vapors… 
 
Crew equipment and payloads are removed. Orbiter technicians configure the external 
tank doors, install various plugs, inspect the landing gear and then connect the tow bar 
and tow vehicle to the orbiter. Van Wart, who is an advance system technician, said this 
is where things get really interesting as he takes a seat in the tow vehicle and puts his 
foot on the accelerator. “It takes a lot to get that 200,000 pound vehicle to start moving,” 
Van Wart said… 
 
The entire move process can take between five and nine hours depending on destow 
operations and even the weather…”. 
 

 
 

“A recovery crew of nearly 200 workers, along with 40 vehicles, ensure the orbiter is safe once it 
touches down and comes to a stop. The March 26 landing of Endeavour marked the end of the 
STS-123 mission, a 16-day flight to the International Space Station to deliver the first segment 
of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s Kibo laboratory and the Canadian Space 
Agency’s two-armed robotic system, known as Dextre.” 
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On page 3, “Shuttle Launch Experience wins Thea Award”.  Part of the article reads 
“The new “Shuttle Launch Experience” which opened in May 2007 at the Kennedy 
Space Center Visitor Complex is getting high marks. The attraction was honored with a 
Thea Award at the 14th Annual Thea Awards Ceremony in Anaheim, Calif., on March 8. 
The “Shuttle Launch Experience” was selected for outstanding achievement in the 
attraction category and was judged to represent the highest standards of excellence 
and creative achievement in the arts and sciences… The organization presenting the 
award, the Themed Entertainment Association, honors and celebrates excellence in the 
themed entertainment and experience design industry….”. 
  

   
“Former astronauts were among the first to enjoy the Shuttle Launch Experience at Kennedy’s 
Visitor Complex. In the front row are (from left) Rick Searfoss, Charles Bolden and Norm 
Thagard.” 
 
 

On page 5, “NASA Day at Space Coast Stadium”.  Part of the feature states “NASA 
and the Washington Nationals teamed up for a day of preseason baseball and space 
agency education on March 24. About 5,000 fans watched Kennedy Space Center 
Director Bill Parsons and the Visitor Complex’s Space Man mascot throw out the first 
pitches at Space Coast Stadium in Viera, Florida as the Nationals took on the Detroit 
Tigers…”. 
 

     
“Visitor Complex’s Space Man was a hit at Space Coast Stadium on NASA Day as the 
Washington Nationals faced the Detroit Tigers in a Spring Training game on March 24.”  
“Kennedy Space Center Director Bill Parsons threw out the honorary first pitch.” 



Page 16 
 

On page 8. 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

From The April 18, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “Crews attach STS-124’s ET, SRBs”, by Linda Herridge, Staff 
Writer.  A portion of the article reads “Inside the Vehicle Assembly Building, NASA and 
United Space Alliance workers watched as a crane operator lifted the External Tank for 
space shuttle Discovery’s upcoming STS-124 mission… out of a test cell and moved 
it… across the facility’s transfer aisle. Its destination was the integrated cell in high bay 
3 where two solid rocket boosters were waiting atop the mobile launch platform… 
 
Alicia Mendoza is the NASA External Tank/Solid Rocket Booster vehicle manager. She 
said the two-day procedure to attach the solid rocket boosters to the external tank 
requires about 60 NASA and USA technicians, safety and quality personnel and the 
USA crane crew… Mendoza said stacking of the four-segment solid rocket boosters on 
the Mobile launch Platform takes about 22 days…”., 

  

 
 
 
 
 
“Payton Jones, with United Space Alliance, monitors the 
progress of space shuttle Discovery’s external tank.” 
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From The May 2, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “STS-122 crew returns with vivid stories”, by Steve Siceloff, Staff 
Writer.  A portion of the article says “Six of the seven astronauts who installed the 
European-built Columbus laboratory on the International Space Station returned to 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center on April 17 and brought with them some amazing 
descriptions of liftoff and the jarring ride into space… 
 
“Suddenly you’re riding a wild animal,” Rex Walheim said. He punctuated his description 
with a pantomime of holding onto handles near his seat and the best audible 
impersonation of the shaking sound he heard. “You realize this is it.” Commander Steve 
Frick echoed the sentiment… First-time flier Leland Melvin described an energetic pace 
just after passing through the phase of liftoff known as maximum dynamic pressure… “It 
felt like I was in a human slingshot pulled back about a mile and then let go,” Melvin 
said…”. 
    

 
 
 
“Having completed their successful 13-
day mission to the International Space 
Station, STS-122 Commander Steve 
Frick, left, Pilot Alan Poindexter, and 
Mission Specialists Leland Melvin, Rex 
Walheim, Hans Schlegel and Stanley 
Love share stories, photos and videos 
of their mission during a presentation on 
April 17.” 

 
 

 
 
 

On pages 4 and 5, “Scene around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“Russell Romanella, left, director of International Space 
Station and Spacecraft Processing at Kennedy Space 
Center, former NASA Deputy Administrator Alan 
Lovelace (far right), Dr. Lee Scherer and his wife, 
Sheryn, visit the O&C High Bay Area to be used as the 
Orion manufacturing area.” 
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“Towed on its 76-wheeled orbiter transporter, space shuttle Discovery begins its turn away from 
the Orbiter Processing Facility to roll over to the Vehicle Assembly Building at Kennedy.” 
 

In this case, Discovery is being backed out of OPF 3, now the C3PF, where it will 
continue a turn to the right, in reverse, before proceeding forward to the VAB. 
 
 

“An overhead crane 
lowers the Kibo Japanese 
Experiment Module - 
Pressurized Module into 
the payload canister in the 
Space Station Processing 
Facility at Kennedy. The 
canister delivered the 
module, part of the 
payload for space shuttle 
Discovery’s STS-124 
mission, to Launch Pad 
39A on April 29.” 

 
 
On page 6, “Brig. Gen. Helms becomes 19th Debus Award recipient”, by Kay 
Grinter, Reference Librarian  A portion of the feature states ““I’m a better person for 
having visited space, and I think everybody ought to get a chance to do it.” These words 
were spoken by U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Susan J. Helms said as she accepted the 
Debus Award from the National Space Club Florida Committee on April 19. The 
banquet was held, appropriately, in the Dr. Kurt H. Debus Conference Facility at 
Kennedy Space Center’s Visitor Complex. 
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A former astronaut, Helms is the commander of the 45th Space Wing at Patrick Air 
Force Base, Fla., and the 19th recipient of the annual award. She was singled out as a 
pioneer among her peers in her support of the commercial launch industry, fostering an 
attitude and spirit of cooperation on the Space Coast with the lease of Launch Complex 
40 on Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla., to Space Exploration Technologies, also 
known as SpaceX… As she accepted the award, Helms said that she was “over- 
whelmed” by the honor and credited the men and women of the 45th Space Wing for 
their part in making her an effective leader… 
 
Each honoree is presented with a small copy of the Debus Award Trophy, a stainless 
steel kinetic sculpture dubbed “Ribbon of Space.” The designer of the trophy, 
contemporary artist Elijah David Herschler of Santa Barbara, Calif., was in the audience 
this year for the first time since 1991.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Susan J. Helms still holds the record for 
the longest spacewalk (eight hours, 56 minutes).” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The following STS-124 mission patch and description are from Wikipedia. 
 
“…The STS-124/1J patch depicts the Space Shuttle Discovery docked with the 
International Space Station (ISS). STS-124/1J is dedicated to delivering and installing 
the Japanese Experiment Module (JEM) known as Kibo (Hope) to the ISS. The 
significance of the mission and the Japanese contribution to the ISS is recognized by 
the Japanese flag depicted on the JEM Pressurized Module (JPM) and the word Kibo 
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written in Japanese at the bottom of the patch. The view of the sun shining down upon 
the Earth represents the increased "hope" that the entire world will benefit from the 
JEM's scientific discoveries…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From The May 16, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Quartet enters Astronaut Hall of Fame”.  A portion of the story reads 
“Four astronauts who helped stretch the boundaries of the space shuttle fleet’s 
capabilities strode into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame on May 3 to take their places 
among America’s space heroes. Loren Shriver, Bryan O’Connor, John Blaha and 
Robert Cabana were honored for their roles in some of NASA’s greatest 
achievements… Cabana and O’Connor still serve as NASA executives. Shriver is a vice 
president of the United Space Alliance… Since retiring from NASA, Blaha has served in 
the Executive Management Group of the United Services Automobile Association…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“Twenty-five Hall of Fame astronauts 
attended the ceremony for inductees, from 
left, Loren Shriver, Bryan O’Connor, John 
Blaha and Robert Cabana.” 
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On page 3, “New exhibit showcases accomplishments of shuttle astronauts”, by 
Linda Herridge, Staff Writer.  In part, the article states “Astronaut Hall of Famers were 
on hand to help celebrate the grand opening of the new “Space Shuttle: The Astronaut 
Experiences” exhibit at the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame on May 2. Legendary shuttle 
flyers Bob Crippen and Story Musgrave, along with 2008 U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame 
Inductees Loren Shriver and John Blaha, Kennedy Space Center Director Bill Parsons 
and KSC Visitor Complex Chief Operating Officer Dan LeBlanc, helped cut the ribbon to 
officially open the exhibit… 
 
The new wing celebrates the extraordinary talents, courage and accomplishments of 
hall of fame astronauts of the space shuttle era… The exhibit features astronaut 
testimonials, unique personal experiences and more than 60 authentic artifacts to 
chronicle major milestones and space travel accomplishments of more than two 
decades… Crippen, Musgrave, Shriver and Blaha liked the new exhibit and said it was 
great to see the focus on astronaut accomplishments in space… The exhibit opening 
was part of a two-day celebration to induct four astronauts into the Astronaut Hall of 
Fame for 2008.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“The U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame’s new “Space Shuttle: 
The Astronaut Experiences” exhibit features equipment, 
letters and astronaut suits.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center 
 
Implosion demolishes Launch Complex 40 to room for SpaceX’s new Falcon 
rocket launches”. 
 

 
 

Some video of the implosion, which took place on April 27, 2008, is at this website.  The 
following is Wikipedia’s read about LC40. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiHTv10Ysuk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Canaveral_Space_Launch_Complex_40
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Canaveral_Space_Launch_Complex_40
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Also on pages 4 and 5.   
 

 
“From left: Mission Specialists Ron Garan, Karen Nyberg, Akihiko Hoshide and Mike Fossum, 
Commander Mark Kelly, Pilot Ken Ham and Mission Specialist Greg Chamitoff stand on the 
205-foot level of Launch Pad 39A. Behind the STS-124 crew is the orange external tank and top 
of a solid rocket booster. The crew completed the launch dress rehearsal known as the terminal 
countdown demonstration test May 9. Discovery’s launch is targeted for May 31.” 

 
 
 
 

From The May 30, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2, “Community leaders share vision of Kennedy’s future”, by Jennifer 
Wolfinger, Staff Writer.  Part of the article says “Influential policy-makers gathered at the 
Kennedy Space Center Community Leaders Breakfast on May 23 to learn about 
important center accomplishments and future milestones… Bill Parsons urged everyone 
to honor the country’s veterans during Memorial Day, and discussed the center’s 
economic impact… He also listed upcoming significant events and commented on the 
impressive backing Kennedy gets from community leaders… 
 
Edward Mango, Launch Vehicle Processing deputy director, gave attendees a space 
shuttle status… Russell Romanella, International Space Station/Spacecraft processing 
director, discussed the space station, which he considers one of the greatest 
engineering accomplishments and a key factor in completing NASA’s exploration 
mission… Amanda Mitskevich, the deputy manager of the Launch Services Program, 
provided an overview of the program including how it provides transportation for non-
human spaceflights… 
 



Page 23 
 

The Chief of Kennedy’s Education Programs and University Research Division, Gregg 
Buckingham, explained their education goals. Through their efforts, the division staff 
begins impacting students as young as elementary age…”. 
 

 
 

“Kennedy Center 
Director Bill Parsons 
addressed hundreds 
of influential public 
leaders at the 
Kennedy Space 
Center Community 
Leaders Breakfast on 
May 23.” 
 
 

 
 

Also on page 2, “15th Mode VIII simulation run to perfection”, by Cheryl Mansfield, 
Staff Writer.  A portion of the article says “Early in the morning along the Central 
Florida’s East Coast, rescue teams on land, sea and in the air sprang to action. 
Helicopters were silhouetted against the sky, boats cut through the choppy seas, and 
military leaders huddled over computer monitors displaying real-time tracking. 
 
The ocean search and rescue was only a drill -- a cooperative effort between NASA and 
the Departments of Defense and Homeland Security -- but the scenario played out like 
a real space shuttle launch-day emergency. It simulated a situation where a space 
shuttle crew would need to bail out of their orbiter after liftoff and be rescued from the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
 
The exercise -- known as Mode VIII -- was made as realistic as possible with 
complicated medical and communications challenges that would be experienced in a 
real bail-out situation. The shuttle crew in the drill was made up of real astronauts and 
volunteers, with each assigned various medical needs during the rescue… This was the 
fifteenth Mode VIII drill. The first one was conducted almost 20 years ago…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“Astronauts are shown being rescued in a U.S. Coast Guard 
rescue boat in a rescue-training exercise, known as Mode 
VIII, Participants include members of the U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Coast Guard, U.S. Air Force, Kennedy Space Center and 
Johnson Space Center.” 
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On page 7, “NACA transferred intact to NASA 50 years ago”, by Kay Grinter, 
Reference Librarian.  Part of the feature reads “Before there was an American space 
program or a government agency called the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, there was the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, or the 
NACA… Twelve unpaid aeronautical experts made up the “advisory committee” and 
met semi-annually in Washington… 
 
The first NACA facility was built across the river from Norfolk, Va., in collaboration with 
the U.S. Army. Named the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory, it was dedicated 
in June 1920. The NACA’s modest corner of “Langley Field,” as it came to be known, 
employed a staff of 11… Later, other NACA flight research facilities came into being, 
including the Ames Aeronautical Laboratory at Moffett Field in California and the Lewis 
Flight Propulsion Laboratory in Cleveland, Ohio… On Oct. 1, 1958, the NACA’s three 
laboratories, now renamed research centers, and 8,000 employees were transferred to 
NASA… 
 
Michael Wedding started at the NACA at Lewis. “Fresh out of college, I was a member 
of a group doing aircraft research when along came Sputnik,” he recalled. “The country 
went ‘bananas’ over the Russians having a satellite in Earth orbit, and it set a fire in the 
government to start a space program. They asked a bunch of us already working in the 
fields of instrumentation and telemetry if we would like to join this new organization and 
move to Florida, to a place called Cape Canaveral. “We flew down for a tour of the 
Cape in a C-47, which had no pressurization and seats along the side of the cargo area 
like they used to transport paratroopers in World War II. After our tour, we flew back to 
Cleveland and had to hike through several inches of snow from the runway to the 
terminal. That settled it for me, and my wife agreed. I signed on for Project Mercury to 
put an astronaut into space.”… 
 

 
“This photo, taken May 26, 1958, shows members of NACA’s Special Committee on Space 
Technology, which included, from right, Wernher von Braun (ABMA); Abe Silverstein (NACA 
Lewis); Dale Corson (Cornell University); Hugh Dryden (NACA Director, ex officio), H. Guyford 
Stever (Chairman); Carl Palmer (NACA, Secretary); J.R. Dempsey (General Dynamics); Rober 
Gilruth (NACA Langley); H. Julian Allen (NACA Ames); Milton Clauser (Ramo-Wooldridge); 
Samuel Hoffman (NAA Rocketdyne); W. Randolph Lovelace (Lovelace Foundation); Hendrik 
Bode (Bell BTL) (left of Lovelace); Abraham Hyatt (Chief Scientist, Navy BuAer); Col. Norman 
Appold, USAF (ARDC, with arm on table); and Edward Sharp (NACA Lewis).” 
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From The June 13, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Closeout crew gets it done by the numbers – Workers strap in STS-
124 astronauts, close hatch before beautiful launch”, by Kate Frakes, Spaceport 
News.  In part, the story reads “As countdown to the launch of Discovery on its STS-124 
mission approached the final hour, United Space Alliance lead, Travis Thompson, and 
his six-member closeout crew helped strap the astronauts into their ascent positions 
aboard the space shuttle at Launch Pad 39A at Kennedy. “Come back and see me,” 
Thompson told the crew as he exited the cockpit. Thompson and his team were 
responsible for the astronauts’ safety and comfort while boarding the space shuttle… 
 
“I’m following a checklist, talking to the orbiter test conductor and NASA test director 
and keeping track of time while making sure every crew member gets the right piece of 
equipment.”… “The astronauts were all happy, talkative and relaxed; like it was a 
cakewalk,” Thompson said. Thompson said his crew prepares two astronauts at a time, 
while the others wait outside… Thompson has worked as lead of the closeout crew for 
more than half of the shuttle program’s launches. “I have two shoeboxes full of the 
mission patches I wore on each launch that I was lead,” he said. “I’m not counting them 
until the shuttle program ends.”… 
 
Discovery lifted off May 31 at 5:02 p.m. EDT. It was a successful beginning to the 
second of three launches scheduled to complete the Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency’s (JAXA) Kibo laboratory, at the International Space Station…STS-124 is the 
123rd space shuttle flight, the 26th to the station, the 35th for Discovery and the third 
flight in 2008.”... 
  

    
“Smoke and steam billow across Launch Pad 39A as space shuttle Discovery races toward the 
International Space Station.”  Travis Thompson, right, enjoys a light moment with STS-124 
Mission Specialist Ron Garan in the White Room on Launch Pad 39A prior to launch May 31.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
 
“Fifteeen students received 
their preschool diploma from 
Kennedy Space Center 
Child Development Center 
during a graduation 
ceremony June 7. About 80 
people attended. The 
graduates are headed for 
kindergarten.” 
 
 

 

 
On page 7, “Sally’s ride 25 years ago was a giant leap for women”, by Kay Grinter, 
Reference Librarian.  In part, the article says “America celebrated a milestone in the 
advancement of women in the workplace 25 years ago as Sally Ride launched to orbit 
aboard space shuttle Challenger June 18, 1983… 
 
Kennedy Space Center’s former director, Bob Crippen, was commander of Ride’s 
historic mission. From his home in South Florida, Crippen said: “Any one of the six 
women NASA hired would have been qualified to be the first American woman in space. 
They were all great. Sally’s thorough knowledge of the shuttle arm and other shuttle 
systems made her an especially good choice.”… “Sally was an integral part of the crew 
and functioned as flight engineer, positioned between the commander and pilot on the 
flight deck…”, Crippen said… 
 
From her office at the University of California in San Diego where she is now employed, 
Ride said: “Bob was the ideal commander. He had a real focus on teamwork and 
cooperation. We all got along, liked each other, and had a good time while we were in 
flight.”… 

 

 
 
 
 
“The STS-7 crew, from left, Mission 
Specialists Norman Thagard and 
Sally Ride, Commander Robert 
Crippen, Mission Specialist John 
Fabian and Pilot Frederick Hauck, 
answer questions from the media at 
Kennedy on June 3, 1983.” 
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From The June 27, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “Air traffic specialists bring STS-124 home”, by Linda Herridge, 
Spaceport News.  Part of the feature says “A trio of Space Gateway Support air traffic 
controllers quietly cheered as they watched Discovery touch down at 11:15 a.m. EDT, 
June 14 and glide by NASA’s Air Traffic Control Tower at the Shuttle Landing Facility’s 
midfield, where the three were stationed. Up to six hours before landing, Ron Feile, 
Larry Parker and Donnie Linton, all FAA-licensed air traffic control specialists, were 
monitoring activities in the air and on the ground around the landing facility and 
beyond... 
 
For this shuttle landing, Linton served as the tower controller, responsible for clearing 
the runway area for takeoff and landing… Parker monitored the Military Radar Unit for 
the 45th Space Wing, Eastern Range, including long range and Kennedy radar assets… 
Feile assisted Parker and served as coordinator… 
 
“When we hear the ‘go’ for deorbit burn we know the shuttle is coming home in about 90 
minutes,” said Feile, who is a Vietnam veteran and has worked at Kennedy for 25 years. 
“The air traffic control tower really becomes a busy place about two hours before 
landing.” In the tower, Linton used binoculars to observe vehicles and bird activity near 
the runway and check for any debris. He communicated with bird watchers on the 
ground to coordinate the firing of radio-controlled special propane gas cannons along 
the runway to scare away the birds… 
 
Back at the tower Parker said it was one of the prettiest landings he’d ever seen. “It’s 
really special to be part of it.” Feile said it was glorious to see the landing. “It’s good to 
have a routine landing with no issues. No surprises is really good…”. 
 

 
“Traffic specialists helped land the STS-124 mission crew, from left, Pilot Ken Ham, Mission 
Specialists Karen Nyberg and Akihiko Hoshide, Commander Mark Kelly, and Mission 
Specialists Mike Fossum and Ron Garan after a successful 14-day mission to the International 
Space Station on June 14. 
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On page 2, “Center director shares NASA’s vision with students”, by 
Jennifer Wolfinger, Spaceport News.  A portion of the feature states “Oshkosh, Wis., 
may not be home to spacecraft launches, but after a recent visit by Kennedy Center 
Director Bill Parsons, many of the area’s students gained a better understanding of the 
agency’s exciting goals and missions. “Sharing the excitement of NASA’s mission with 
students is an important part of our outreach effort. We will need today’s students to be 
the future of space exploration as we go back to the moon, journey on to Mars and 
beyond,” Parsons said. 
 
Parsons visited three middle schools in the city on June 2 and 3 to share NASA’s 
story… About 900 students and science teachers from Carl Traeger, South Park and 
Perry Tipler middle schools participated along with fourth- and fifth- graders from 
Washington and Oakwood elementary schools…”. 
 

 
 
 

On pages 4 and 5, “Scene around Kennedy Space Center”. 

 

“Daytona 500 winner Ryan Newman paid a 
visit to Kennedy on June 17. While here, 
Newman drove the Astrovan that takes 
shuttle crews to Launch Pad 39A. Newman 
visited Kennedy in honor of NASA’s 50th 
anniversary and the 50th running of 
NASCAR’s Daytona 500 in February. NASA 
presented Newman with a green racing flag 
that was flown in February aboard space 
shuttle Atlantis’ STS-122 mission to the 
International Space Station. One flag was 
given to Newman, a second was presented to 
Daytona 500 Experience General Manager 
Kim Isemann and a third flag will be kept by 
NASA for public display.” 

 
Ryan is still racing according to his Wikipedia writeup. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryan_Newman_(racing_driver)
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On page 6, “‘Go’ not always so for launch director”, by Steven Siceloff, Spaceport 
News.  In part, the article reads “Many people think the launch director’s job is to get the 
space shuttle off the ground. It isn’t. “The launch director’s job is to not launch the space 
shuttle,” Mike Leinbach said. He would know. Leinbach has been the Shuttle Launch 
Director at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center for the past eight years… “It’s my job to stay 
on the ground if we’re not ready to go,” Leinbach explained. 
 
Former launch director Bob Sieck made that decision a couple of times during the 
course of overseeing more than 50 space shuttle launches. Weather prompted one of 
those decisions, even though the forecast was “green.” “I went outside and I saw the 
clouds pop up here and there,” he said. “My training said, nope, it’s not good enough. 
You could hear the moan go up in the control room. Nobody keyed their mikes, but you 
could hear it.” 
 
Leinbach calls the trait “calm assuredness” and says it is essential to anyone who wants 
to lead the shuttle launch team. Part of it is confidence and the other is a natural reserve 
that keeps a launch director from getting excited, even during times that would send 
many managers into fits. “The calm assuredness is really key because if we’re working 
something late and we’re bumping against the clock, the last thing a launch director 
should do is have any kind of immediacy in his voice,” Leinbach said…”. You have to let 
the process play out. “I tell everybody I am not a system expert in any particular system, 
but I do know all the systems well enough to know how they behave and how they 
interrelate,” Leinbach said. 
 
The following is a neat interview with Mike, by Mike Massimino, circa 2010.  This 
interview with Mike, another really good one, goes into more background and detail, 
circa 2020 and happens to be on the occasion of Crew Demo-2 docking to the ISS. 
 

 
On page 8. 
 

 
 

   
 
“STS-29 in March of 1989. It was my first launch. I could feel it in my bones.” 
        Pat Farmer, training administrator with Launch and Recovery 

 
 

 

 
“STS-116. It was nice to see a night launch after not having one for more than four 
years.” 

Hung Nguyen, Orbiter Electrical Systems lead with NASA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=900J_ODhap4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfXcNwsVbow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfXcNwsVbow
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From the July 11, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 2 and 8, “Rare view inside Astrovan shows ride rich in tradition”, by 
Cheryl Mansfield, Spaceport News .  Part of the article says “The sight of the Astrovan’s 
shiny silver exterior and bold NASA emblem evokes pride and excitement in those who 
watch it wind its way toward the launch pad at Kennedy Space Center. Before each 
space shuttle launch, astronauts smile and wave as they board the van that will carry 
them to meet their fully fueled ride to space. 
 
Since 1984, each shuttle crew has traveled those nine miles, from their crew quarters to 
the launch pad, aboard the same vehicle. A modified Airstream motor home, the 
“Astrovan” as it is called has only racked up 24,000 miles in its 24 years of service… 
Since the earlier shuttle flights had fewer crew members, they used the Apollo-era 
astronaut transport van, which now can be seen by tourists at the Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex’s Apollo/Saturn V Center… 
 
The current vehicle’s appeal is rooted in its tradition rather than its décor. The interior’s 
narrow-center aisle is paralleled by long benches that sport dark-blue upholstery. The 
seats are equipped with lift-out sections to accommodate the ventilator units used to 
circulate cool air through the astronauts’ bulky orange launch and entry suits. Dark-gold 
drapes frame the windows and darkwood paneling lines the walls. 
 
According to Astrovan driver Ronnie King, the astronauts like the history-filled, if 
somewhat dated, vehicle just fine. “We were staged to get a new one,” the 10-year 
veteran driver said. But, according to King, word came that the rookie astronauts 
wanted to keep the vehicle that was steeped in the tradition of the astronauts who 
traveled those nine miles to the pad before them…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“The Astrovan has a built-in cooling 
system that connects to the astronauts’ 
bulky suits, so they do not get 
overheated during the trip to the launch 
pad.” 

 
 
 
 

The following is Wikipedia’s read about the Astrovan.  And this is a neat video about the 
Astrovan. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronaut_transfer_van
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UwFJML0fUI
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From The July 25, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “STS-125 crew gets up close look at hardware, equipment”.  The 
feature reads “Members of the STS-125 crew were busy at Kennedy Space Center on 
July 11-12, familiarizing themselves with the spacecraft that will carry them to service 
NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. Shuttle crews frequently visit Kennedy to get hands-
on experience, called a crew equipment interface test, with hardware and equipment for 
their missions. 
 
On STS-125, space shuttle Atlantis crew members will install instruments, gyros, 
batteries and other components crucial to Hubble’s continued success through the year 
2013. Launch is targeted for 1:34 a.m. Oct. 8. Veteran astronaut Scott Altman will 
command the final shuttle mission to Hubble. Navy Reserve Capt. Gregory Johnson will 
serve as pilot. Mission specialists include veteran spacewalkers John Grunsfeld and 
Mike Massimino and first-time space fliers Andrew Feustel, Michael Good and Megan 
McArthur.” 
 

 
 
 
 

“STS-125 Mission Specialist Andrew Feustel checks the 
thermal protection system tiles of space shuttle Atlantis 
during the crew equipment interface test July 11-12. 
Launch is targeted for 1:34 a.m. Oct. 8.” 
 
 
 

 
 

On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
“United Space Alliance workers install a new American flag July 21 on space shuttle 
Endeavour’s payload bay for STS-126 mission. The previous flag was removed after normal 
wear and tear during spaceflight.” 
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From The August 8, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Teacher workshop focuses on getting families involved”, by 
Alessandra Vaughan, Spaceport News.  In part, the article reads “As NASA prepares for 
the future of space exploration, the nation’s educators are preparing to teach future 
lunar explorers. From July 20 through July 25, Kennedy Space Center helped out with 
this initiative by hosting the NASA Explorer Schools “2008 Focus on Family Involvement 
Workshop.” Throughout the week, a team of 21 teachers from across the United States 
got to check out the latest products and services in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, or STEM, as it’s called. NASA Explorer Schools is an initiative that 
promotes and supports the incorporation of NASA content and programs into STEM 
curricula for fourth- through ninth-grades…”. 

  

 
 
 
 

“Twenty-one teachers from around 
the country met at Kennedy Space 
Center to check out the latest 
products and services in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics, also known as STEM.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

From The August 27, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
“Rita Willcoxon, director of launch vehicle processing, stands with the crew of STS-126 at a 
crew equipment interface test party earlier this month. More than 200 KSC employees and their 
families attended the party. The STS-126 crew is targeted to launch aboard Endeavour on Nov. 
10.” 
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From The September 5, 2008, Spaceport News 

On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
   

 
 
“Technicians observe as the Wide Field Camera 
3, or WFC3, is rotated to vertical in the Payload 
Hazardous Servicing Facility. The WFC3 will be 
transferred to the Super Lightweight 
Interchangeable Carrier. WFC3 is part of the 
payload on space shuttle Atlantis’ STS-125 
mission for the fifth and final shuttle flight to 
NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. Launch of 
Atlantis is targeted for Oct. 8 at 1:34 a.m. 
Eastern.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
“Space shuttle Atlantis is moved… toward the 
waiting external fuel tank and twin solid rocket 
boosters in high bay 3 in the Vehicle Assembly 
Building. Atlantis has been mated to the tank-
booster stack on the mobile launcher platform.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

From The September 19, 2008, Spaceport News 

On page 1, “Shuttle readied from A to B”, by Kate Frakes, Spaceport News.  Part of 
the feature reads “Tropical Storm Hanna may have kept space shuttle Atlantis inside a 
little longer than anticipated, but once the threat cleared there was no stopping the 
shuttle from its journey to Launch Pad 39A on Sept. 4… Atlantis first moved at 9:19 a.m. 
EDT, and after a slow trek down the crawlerway, arrived to Launch Pad 39A at 3:52 
p.m. 
 
For the first time since 2001, shuttles will be on both launch pads during liftoff. Because 
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Atlantis will be unable to dock with the International Space Station, space shuttle 
Endeavour will stand ready on Launch Pad 39B, in the unlikely event a rescue mission 
is needed… Space shuttle Atlantis is targeted to launch Oct. 10 at 12:43 a.m., for the 
shuttle’s fifth and final Hubble Space Telescope servicing mission. Endeavour rolled 
over to the VAB on Sept. 11, and is now mated with its external fuel tank and solid 
rocket boosters. As of press time, Endeavour’s rollout to Launch Pad 39B was 
scheduled for Sept. 18 at 12:01 a.m. 
 

   
“Endeavour is the backup shuttle, if needed for rescue, for space shuttle Atlantis’ STS-125 
mission to NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. At left, Atlantis arrives at Launch Pad 39A on 
Sept. 4.” 

 
 
 
 

From the October 1, 2008 Spaceport News 

 
 
This is a special edition, celebrating the 50th anniversary of NASA.  
Some of the article titles include: “NASA celebrates 50th 
Anniversary”,  “NACA’s dreams turned into NASA reality”, 
“Mercury 7 proved they had the right stuff”, “Moon likely a hub for 
Mars, beyond”, “ELV launches remain Kennedy’s backbone”, 
“Bumper Project led to birth of a moonport”, and “Kennedy has 
hosted VIPs since inception”.  Several articles will be highlighted 
in this Summary.  
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On page 1, “NASA celebrates 50th Anniversary”. 
 

 
 

“Oct. 1 marks the 50th Anniversary of NASA as it was on this date in 1958 that the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration began operations… Kennedy Space 
Center has a rich history in the space program having been named an independent 
NASA installation in 1962… NASA’s 50th Anniversary is a historic milestone that gives 
us an opportunity to reflect on past accomplishments, but we need to prepare for what’s 
ahead… 
 
In the short history of NASA, numerous benefits to society have come through the work 
of America’s space program. The scientific discoveries and technological innovations 
that have been made through America’s space program give us reason to proud to be 
part of this legacy of space exploration.” 
 
 
On page 3, “Mercury 7 proved they had the right stuff”, by Cheryl Mansfield, 
Spaceport News.  A portion of the story reads “…The American public first met the 
seven men chosen to be this country’s fi rst human space voyagers on April 9, 1959, at 
a press conference in Washington, D.C… The men were dubbed “astronauts.” The term 
was a cross between “aeronauts,” as ballooning pioneers were called, and “Argonauts,” 
the legendary Greeks in search of the Golden Fleece. 
 

 
 

The Mercury 7 were: Walter M. Schirra Jr., Donald K. “Deke” Slayton, John H. Glenn 
Jr., Scott Carpenter, Alan B. Shepard Jr., Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom and L. Gordon 
Cooper… Alan Shepard was chosen for the fi rst manned Mercury launch, becoming 
the first American to fl y in space on May 5, 1961… Another major first was achieved 
during the third Mercury mission on February 20, 1962, when John Glenn became the 
first American to orbit Earth.   
 
Among the original Mercury 7 astronauts, only Slayton didn’t make a Mercury flight, but 
he did go on to fly in space as part of the ApolloSoyuz Test Project crew…”. 
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On page 8, “ELV launches remain Kennedy’s backbone”, by Linda Herridge, 
Spaceport News.  Part of the feature says “For the past 50 years, NASA has relied on 
the Space Coast and a fleet of expendable launch vehicles to carry the agency’s 
multitude of scientific, Earth-observing and interplanetary missions into space. In the 
late 1950s, shortly after NASA was established, the original Vanguard Naval Research 
Laboratory team became the Launch Operations Branch of NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md. In 1965, the team merged with Kennedy Space 
Center… 
 
Explorer spacecraft launched primarily aboard Delta vehicles from Launch Complex 17 
at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. The Atlas-Centaur was the launch vehicle for 
Surveyor I, the first U.S. spacecraft to soft land on the moon… The Atlas-Agena and 
Thor-Agena launched a series of Orbiting Geophysical Observatories in the 1960s, and 
the Atlas-Centaur launched a series of Orbiting Astronomical Observatories in the 
1960s and 70s… The Delta launch vehicle, produced by Boeing, is referred to as the 
workhorse of NASA’s expendable launch vehicle family. It has carried more than 200 
NASA scientific, wind and communications payloads into orbit and on to other planets… 
 
By the 1990s, NASA’s Expendable Launch Vehicle Program was established to oversee 
the expendable launch vehicle fleet. In 1997, Kennedy Space Center became the 
program’s lead center for NASA’s acquisition and program management of expendable 
launch vehicle missions. The program later realigned and was renamed the Launch 
Services Program… Kennedy’s Launch Services Program is the backbone of the space 
program in Florida and will continue its essential role in the oversight of rocket launches 
throughout NASA’s next 50 years.” 
 

               
From the left, “A Titan III-Centaur 4 rocket carrying Viking I took off from Launch Complex 41 on 
Aug. 20, 1975”, “A Delta II carrying the Mars Global Surveyor took off from Launch Complex 
17A on Nov. 7, 1996” and “An Atlas V carrying the New Horizons Deep Space Probe shot from 
Launch Complex 41 on Jan. 19, 2006.”  
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On page 11, “Kennedy has hosted VIPs since inception”, by Elaine M. Marconi, 
Spaceport News.  In part, the article says “Kings, queens, presidents, politicians, movie 
stars, musicians and tens-of-millions of everyday people from all over the world have 
flocked to NASA’s Kennedy Space Center to experience America’s space program. 
President John F. Kennedy, for whom the center was later named, was the 
first American president to visit in 1962… 
 
Through the years, royalty including Prince Philip of England, Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands and former Prime Minister of Great Britain Margaret Thatcher, just to name 
a few, toured the center. The filming of space related movies like “Apollo 13,” “Contact,” 
“Space Cowboys,” “Armageddon” and “The Right Stuff” brought movie stars, directors 
and producers such as Tom Hanks, Bruce Willis, Ron Howard, Steven Spielberg and 
George Lucas to the center… 
 
Television journalists and film crews from TV series such as “Modern Marvels,” “Dirty 
Jobs,” and the History and Discovery Channels are a few that have come to Kennedy to 
cover space shuttle launches, landings and to film documentaries…”. 
 

             
 

                         
“President John F. Kennedy inspects the interior of the Friendship 7 Mercury capsule with 
astronaut Col. John Glenn, Jr. while touring Cape Canaveral in February 1962”, “Margaret 
Thatcher, former Prime Minister of Great Britain, visited Kennedy Space Center in 2001”, and 
“The cast of “Armageddon,” from left, Ben Affleck, Liv Tyler, Ken Hudson Campbell, Billy Bob 
Thornton, Bruce Willis and Steve Buscemi, filmed at Kennedy Space Center in late 1997.” 
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From the October 17, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Parsons thanks KSC work force”.  In part, the article says “As I end my 
NASA career here at Kennedy Space Center, I want to thank you all for the support you 
have given to me and the dedication that you have to America’s space program… My 
time with NASA has been extremely rewarding in many ways, but made more special 
because of the talented people I have worked with across all the NASA centers. 
Kennedy Space Center employees are among the finest group of people I have had the 
opportunity to work alongside… 
 
As the center prepares for the upcoming launches of humans and payloads,… I know 
the center will be in good hands with Bob Cabana… It has been my privilege to serve as 
center director over the past few years. Thank you all for allowing me the opportunity to 
serve with you…”. 
 

 
   Bill Parsons 
 
 
Also on page 1, “Cabana to step in as new director”.  Part of the feature states 
“Former astronaut and Naval aviator Robert Cabana is Kennedy’s new director. 
Cabana, a native of Minnesota, comes from Stennis Space Center in Mississippi where 
he served as the Center Director for the past year. He graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1971… and was commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
 
He has flown four space shuttle missions, serving as the pilot of Discovery missions 
STS-41 in October 1990 and STS-53 in December 1992; commander of Columbia on 
STS-65 in July 1994 and commander of Endeavour on STS-88… In addition, Cabana 
has worked as chief of NASA’s Astronaut Office,… deputy director of the International 
Space Station Program, and director of Flight Crew Operations…”. 
 

   
   Bob Cabana 
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On page 3, “STS-124 crew returns with message of hope”, by Linda Herridge, 
Spaceport News.  A portion of the story says “Details of an event-filled space shuttle 
mission were shared with workers Sept. 29, when STS-124 crew members returned to 
Kennedy Space Center. Pilot Ken Ham and Mission Specialists Mike Fossum, Ron 
Garan and Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency astronaut Akihiko Hoshide, shared 
their experiences using a video presentation, personal stories and a little bit of humor. 

 
The crew launched aboard space shuttle Discovery on May 31, carrying the Kibo 
Pressurized Module to the International Space Station. After a 13-day mission and 5.6 
million miles, Discovery landed safely June 14 at Kennedy’s Shuttle Landing Facility. 
Ham said he appreciates each opportunity to share experiences from the mission. He 
and most of the other crew members have shared their stories at every NASA center 
and Japan… 
 
Ham said one of his favorite moments was catching sight of the space station as 
Discovery approached for docking… Kibo, weighing in at 32,000 pounds, was the 
largest module ever carried in the shuttle’s payload bay…”. 

 

 
 
 
“Mission Specialist Ron Garan, center, and 
Pilot Ken Ham were among members of the 
STS-124 crew who shared stories, photos 
and videos of their journey with Kennedy 
workers Sept 29.” 
 

 

 
 
On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
“Hundreds of spaceport workers took part in the 2008 Intercenter Walk/Run at the Shuttle 
Landing Facility on Oct. 1.  
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From The October 31, 2008, Spaceport News 

 
On pages 1 and 8, “Rollaround places Endeavour on deck”, by Elaine M. Marconi, 
Spaceport News.  A portion of the article states “On Oct. 23, space shuttle Endeavour 
took center stage as it moved from Kennedy Space Center’s Launch Pad 39B to 
Launch Pad 39A on the crawler-transporter -- a journey that took about eight hours and 
covered a distance of 3.4 miles. 
 
For more than a month, Endeavour stood stately on Pad B while Atlantis occupied Pad 
A for its STS-125 mission to service NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. Endeavour was 
prepared as Atlantis’ rescue mission and for its STS-126 mission to the International 
Space Station… After a technical problem on Hubble delayed the servicing mission, 
Atlantis and its payload returned to Kennedy’s Vehicle Assembly Building, making way 
for Endeavour’s move to the center’s primary launch site…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“Kennedy visitors watch as space 
shuttle Endeavour moves away from 
Launch Pad 39B and turns toward 
Launch Pad 39A on Oct. 23. 
Endeavour is targeted to launch Nov. 
14 on the STS-126 mission to the 
International Space Station.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

On page 3, “Blackwell-Thompson fired up as first female NASA test director”, by 
Linda Herridge, Spaceport News.  In part, the article states “Charlie Blackwell-
Thompson is preparing for the role of a lifetime. As space shuttle Endeavour’s STS-126 
mission nears the T-minus-zero mark for liftoff, she will be the agency’s first woman to 
serve as NASA test director, or NTD, during launch. “It is a great honor to serve as the 
STS-126 launch NTD,” Blackwell-Thompson said. “It will be extremely exciting to sit in 
Launch Control Center Firing Room 4 when the space shuttle lifts off from the pad. I feel 
a closeness to Endeavour and her upcoming mission.”… 
 
In 1988, Blackwell-Thompson came to Kennedy Space Center to work as a payload 
flight software engineer for McDonnell Douglas… Blackwell-Thompson moved to NASA 
in 2004, joining the Launch and Landing Division in the Space Shuttle Processing 
Directorate. She participated in rotational assignments and was a vehicle processing 
engineer in the Orbiter Processing Facility assigned to Endeavour… 
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“Charlie Blackwell-Thompson spent the past 
four missions as assistant NASA test 
director to prepare her for the role of NASA 
test director for the upcoming STS-126 
mission targeted for Nov. 14.” 

 
 
 

“Things work out the way they’re supposed to,” Blackwell-Thompson said. “My story is 
not very different from others here at Kennedy.” The mother of three credits three 
women for teaching her to balance priorities. Her grandmother taught her the 
importance of family and family time, her mother encouraged her to always dream big 
and work hard, and her aunt reminded her to not sweat the small stuff…”.  
 
Charlie is now the first female NASA Launch Director.  This video is a good interview 
with Charlie, circa 2019. 
  
 
On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center”. 

 
“Crew members for space shuttle 
Endeavour’s STS-126 mission 
arrived at the Shuttle Landing 
Facility on Oct. 26 for the Terminal 
Countdown Demonstration Test, or 
TCDT, activities. From left, are: 
Mission Specialists Shane 
Kimbrough and Steve Bowen, Pilot 
Eric Boe, Commander Chris 
Ferguson, and Mission Specialists 
Donald Pettit, Heidemarie 
Stefanyshyn-Piper and Sandra 

Magnus. Magnus will remain on the International Space Station as a flight engineer and science 
officer for Expedition 18.” 
 

 
The following STS-126 mission patch and description are from Wikipedia.  “The STS-
126 patch represents Space Shuttle Endeavour on its mission to help complete the 
assembly of the International Space Station (ISS). The inner patch outline depicts 
the Multi-Purpose Logistics Module (MPLM) Leonardo… Near the center of the patch, 
the constellation Orion reflects the goals of the human spaceflight program, returning us 
to the Moon and on to Mars, the red planet, which are also shown. At the top of the 
patch is the gold symbol of the astronaut office. The sunburst, just clearing the horizon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4Nba2tpbqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4Nba2tpbqg
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of the magnificent Earth, powers all these efforts through the solar arrays of the ISS 
current configuration orbiting high above.”  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The November 14, 2008, Spaceport News 

On pages 1 and 8, “Cabana emphasizes importance of safety”.  Part of the story 
reads “I hope from my comments at the all hands, you were able to get some sense of 
the excitement I have about being part of this outstanding team during a historic time in 
our nation’s space program… During the months ahead, I’d like to use my column in the 
Spaceport News to discuss topics that are important to me and I think are important to 
our success as a center… 
 
For my first column I want to pick a subject dear to my heart -- safety. I want everyone 
to understand how important safety is to me and how committed I am to ensuring a safe 
work environment for all our employees… We will never have a truly effective safety 
program until all of us realize that safety is our responsibility, not management’s or 
safety and mission assurance officers’, but ours…”. 
 
Keep charging! 
Bob 
 

 
 
 
 

“Kennedy Space Center Director Bob Cabana answered workers’ 
questions at the All Hands Meeting on Nov. 4 in the Training Auditorium.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center - Air show takes breaths 
away”.  Part of the feature states “Distant relatives of the space shuttle adorned the 
skies over Kennedy Space Center during the 2008 Space & Air Show on Nov. 7-9. The 
Navy’s Blue Angels, an F-16 Fighting Falcon, an F/A-18 Super Hornet and other aircraft 
provided thousands of spectators -- an estimated 10,000 each day -- with an experience 
they soon won’t forget…”. 
 

    
“Highlights of the 2008 Kennedy Space Center Space and Air Show include the Navy’s elite 
flight demonstration squadron, the Blue Angels”.  “The Screaming Eagles Parachute 
Demonstration Team wowed the crowd with several cool chutes.” 
 
 
 
 

From The November 28, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “Endeavour pierces night sky”.  Part of the article says “It’s a 
spectacular event you won’t see from anywhere else, but right here at Kennedy Space 
Center. A bright orange moon served as a backdrop for space shuttle Endeavour as it 
soared through the night sky and penetrated the sound barrier Nov. 14… As of print 
time, the weather at Kennedy looked “green” for a Nov. 30 landing at approximately 
1:18 p.m. EST. 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Scene Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“After the successful launch of space shuttle 
Endeavour on the STS-126 mission, Kennedy 
Center Director Bob Cabana and STS-126 NASA 
Test Director Charlie Blackwell-Thompson show 
off their newly clipped ties, which signifies their 
initiation experience of their first shuttle launch.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

From The December 12, 2008, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 8, “Endeavour earns piggyback ride back to KSC”.  In part, the 
article states “Don’t let the desert fool you. It’s not always hot. In fact, in California’s 
Mojave Desert where NASA and contractor employees are processing space shuttle 
Endeavour, it’s freezing… “Processing outdoors offers many challenges,” 
Ken Tenbusch, Endeavour Flow Director, said. “Over here, you are completely open to 
the environment… To perform these turnaround operations, about 250 NASA and 
contractor employees are working around the clock…”. 
 

 
“Space shuttle Endeavour was nestled in the Mate-DeMate Device at Dryden Flight Research 
Center, as preparations were made for its ferry flight to Kennedy Space Center. Endeavour will 
fly atop a modified 747 as it takes off from Edwards Air Force Base. Dryden is adjacent to 
Edwards in the Mojave Desert northeast of Los Angeles.” 
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On pages 4 and 5, “Scenes Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
 
 
 
“Suspended by a crane in the Space Station 
Processing Facility at Kennedy Space 
Center, the Cupola module is lowered toward 
the workstand. Cupola, which is scheduled 
for launch on space shuttle Endeavour’s 
STS-130 mission, will provide a 360-degree 
panoramic view of activities outside the 
station and spectacular views of Earth. 
STS-130 is targeted for liftoff Dec. 10, 2009.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
“External Tank 130, which will be used on the Hubble servicing mission, STS-125, rolls toward 
the Vehicle Assembly Building after arriving Dec. 4. The Pegasus barge transported the fuel 
tank from the Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans. The fuel tank was previously 
designated for the STS-127 mission.” 


