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2014 Spaceport News Summary 
The 2014 Spaceport News used the above banner for the year’s four issues.  The last 
issue of Spaceport News is February 24, 2014.  The first issue of Spaceport Magazine is 
April 2014.  The 2014 Spaceport Magazine Summary will be issued under a separate 
document.  Also, summaries of the first two issues of the Spaceport News, from 1962, 
are included as an Addendum to this document.   
 
 

Introduction 
 
The first issue of the Spaceport News was December 13, 1962.  The 1963, 1964 and 
1965 Spaceport News were issued weekly.  The Spaceport News was issued every two 
weeks, starting July 7, 1966, until the last issue on February 24, 2014.  Spaceport 
Magazine, a monthly issue, superseded the Spaceport News in April 2014, until the final 
issue, Jan./Feb. 2020.  The two 1962 Spaceport News issues and the issues from 1996 
until the final Spaceport Magazine issue, are available for viewing at this website. The 
Spaceport News issues from 1963 through 1995 are currently not available online. 
 
In this Summary, black font is original Spaceport News text, blue font is something I added 
or someone else/some other source provided, and purple font is a hot link. 
 
All links were working at the time I completed this Spaceport News Summary.  The 
Spaceport News writer is acknowledged, if noted in the Spaceport News article.   
 
These Summaries are just that, a Summary, a portion, a small highlight of sorts! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/spaceport-magazine.html
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From The January 13, 2014, Spaceport News 
 
On page 6, “Scenes Around Kennedy Space Center”.   
 

 
“Members of the news media are given 
an up-close look at the Tracking and 
Data Relay Satellite (TDRS-L) 
spacecraft undergoing preflight 
processing inside the Astrotech payload 
processing facility in Titusville on Jan. 3. 
TDRS-L is being prepared for 
encapsulation inside its payload fairing 
prior to being transported to Space 
Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station where it is scheduled to 
launch atop an Atlas V rocket Jan. 23…”. 
 
 

 
 

On page 7, “President extends ISS operations to 2024”.  Part of the article states 
“NASA and President Obama’s Administration have agreed to extend the International 
Space Station (ISS) until at least 2024…  The Obama Administration’s decision to extend 
its life until at least 2024 will allow us to maximize its potential, deliver critical benefits to 
our nation and the world, and maintain American leadership in space... “NASA is 
committed to the space station as a long-term platform to enable the utilization of space 
for global research and development,” NASA Administrator Charlie Bolden said…”. 
  

 
 
 

“The sun shines through a truss-based 
radiator panel and a primary solar array 
panel on the Earth-orbiting International 
Space Station in this photograph taken 
by an Expedition 38 crew member Jan. 
2.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 

From The January 27, 2014, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 3, “TDRS-L safely in geosynchronous orbit”, by Steven Siceloff, 
Spaceport News.  A portion of the article states “NASA’s Tracking and Data Relay 
Satellite-L (TDRS-L), the 12th spacecraft in the agency’s TDRS Project, is safely in orbit 
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after launching at 9:33 p.m. EST on Jan. 23 aboard a United Launch Alliance Atlas V 
rocket from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida… 
 
The TDRS fleet began operating during the space shuttle era with the launch of TDRS-1 
in 1983. Of the 11 TDRS spacecraft placed in service to date, eight still are operational…”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“The United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket lifts off from Space 
Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station carrying 
NASA’s Tracking and Data Relay Satellite, or TDRS-L, to Earth orbit. 
Liftoff was at 9:33 p.m. EST.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On page 2. 
 

 
“Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC) announces the steps the company will take to prepare… its 
Dream Chaser spacecraft from Florida’s Space Coast during a news conference at Kennedy 
Space Center on Jan. 23. Participants are, from left, Michael Curie, NASA spokesman; Bob 
Cabana, director of Kennedy; Michael Gass, president and CEO of United Launch Alliance (ULA); 
Frank DiBello, president and CEO of Space Florida; Mark Sirangelo, corporate vice president and 
head of SNC Space Systems; Larry Price, Lockheed Martin Space Systems deputy program 
manager for NASA’s Orion spacecraft; and Steve Lindsey, Dream Chaser program manager for 
SNC Space Systems.” 
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On page 6, “Hennessey Venom rockets down runway”, by Steven Siceloff, Spaceport 
News.  In part, the article states “A major name in automotive development brought one 
of his exotic vehicles to the 3.5-mile-long runway at Kennedy Space Center recently to 
evaluate its aerodynamics and to see how the car would handle throughout its 
performance range… 
 
The Shuttle Landing Facility is one of only about a half dozen places in the world that has 
the kind of room and infrastructure to make test runs safely. NASCAR and Le Mans teams 
also have tested their vehicles at the SLF recently… The rules for the runway’s use 
require legitimate and measurable engineering data collection that can be used for 
research and development, said David Cox, Kennedy’s Partnership Development 
manager…”. 
 

 
 
This video is from February 2014, when the Venom reached 270 mph at the SLF, 
including footage inside the car. 
 
 
 
 

From The February 10, 2014, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2, “Day of Remembrance highlights importance of lessons learned”, by 
Steven Siceloff, Spaceport News.  Part of the feature says “Kennedy Space Center 
continues to make strides in exploration without forgetting the hard-learned lessons of the 
past, former astronaut Bob Cabana, director of NASA’s primary launch site, said during 
a ceremony marking Remembrance Day. “I think it’s really important that we take time to 
remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the quest to explore,” Cabana said… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWAavCjVQvM
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Cabana was joined at the Space Mirror Memorial by Janet Petro, Kennedy’s deputy 
director…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Flowers are placed at the Astronauts Memorial 
Foundation’s Space Mirror Memorial at the 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex on Jan. 
31, the 28th anniversary of the space shuttle 
Challenger accident. The 42.5-foot-high, 50-foot-
wide black granite memorial is engraved with the 
names of 20 people who were lost in the cause 
of space exploration, including the crews of 
Apollo 1, Challenger’s STS-51L and Columbia’s 
STS-107 missions.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On page 6, “Scenes around Kennedy…”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Technicians attach a bridge crane to the Orion 
ground test vehicle Feb. 3 to prepare for heat 
shield removal inside the Vehicle Assembly 
Building. The test vehicle is being prepared for 
its move to Langley Research Center in 
Hampton, Va., for a water drop test.” 
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From The February 24, 2014, Spaceport News 
 
On page 1, “Orion recovery tests done off Cali coast”, by Linda Herridge, Spaceport 
News.  A portion of the article reads “About a hundred miles off the coast of San Diego, 
in the Pacific Ocean, a U.S. Navy ship’s well deck filled with water as underway recovery 
operations began Feb. 18 on a test version of NASA’s Orion crew module, tethered inside, 
to prepare for its first mission, Exploration Flight Test-1… 
 
Mike Generale, the Orion recovery operations manager and test director at Kennedy 
Space Center, said the underway recovery test allows GSDO to verify recovery 
operations and procedures, demonstrates capabilities and incorporates partnership 
efforts with the U.S. Navy and Lockheed Martin. “The next steps will be to incorporate 
lessons learned and modify Orion recovery hardware,” Generale said.” 
  

 
“The Orion crew module is positioned… near the USS San Diego in San Diego, Calif., for an 
underway recovery test in the Pacific Ocean on Feb. 18 
 
 

On page 5, “Scenes Around Kennedy Space Center”. 
 

 
 
“One of four new emergency 
egress vehicles, called Mine-
Resistant Ambush-Protection 
(MRAP) vehicles, left, sits near 
a space shuttle-era M-113 
vehicle at the Maintenance and 
Operations Facility at Kennedy 
Space Center on Feb. 13. The 
new vehicles replace the M-113 
vehicles that were used during 
the Space Shuttle Program.” 
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Addendum 
 

1962 Spaceport News Summary 

 
The first two issues of the Spaceport News are dated December 13, 1962, and December 
20, 1962.  This Addendum will summarize those two issues, as they have not been 
summarized before. 
 
The following header was used for the two 1962 Spaceport News issues. 
 

 
 
 
 

From The December 13, 1962, Spaceport News 
 
On page 2.  
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Also on page 2. 
 

 
 
 

On page 4, “VAB Design Contract Let For $3 Million”.  Part of the article says “The 
Corps of Engineers, acting for NASA, let a contract for $3,332,000 to four New York 
architect-engineer firms last week to design the vertical building for the 350 foot 
advanced Saturn C-5 space vehicle to be launched from Cape LC 39. The building will 
be the dominant feature of the new mobile concept in launch complexes. Standing 48 
stories high and approximately two blocks long, it is expected to cost $100 million…”. 
 
 
Also on page 4, “BIDS OPENED TODAY ON ORSINO CAUSEWAY”.  The article 
states “Bids were opened today to select a road construction contractor for the Orsino 
causeway. The contract calls for sub-surface and paving of a six-mile, two-lane stretch 
from Canaveral across the Banana River to Orsino's industrial area site, as a part of the 
limited access causeway.” 
 
 
On page 6. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
“SATURN STORY - Major Rocco 
Petrone, right, Chief Heavy Space 
Vehicles Systems Office, briefs 
Congressma,n Walter Riehlman (R-
NY), center, and House Space 
Committee Staff Member Philip 
Yeager on the Saturn family of 
space vehicles during their recent 
tour of NASA facilities at Cape 
Canaveral.” 
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Also on page 6. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“GUEST CONDUCTORS in Saturn 
blockhouse 34 last week were newly-
elected Democratic Senator Birch 
Bayh and his wife, Marvella, of 
Indiana. They were given a tour of 
NASA-Cape facilities, induding stops 
at Mercury Control and Hangar S.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On page 8, “NASA Wives Meeting Held at Officers Club”.  The article states “Canasta 
and bridge were featured at last week's NASA Wives Club meeting, held at the Patrick 
Air Force Base Officers Club. Following a luncheon of baked ham and the trimmings, Mrs. 
E. R. Mathews won the top door prize - a candy Santa jar. Co-hostesses for the meeting 
were Mrs. W. E. Andruss and Mrs. W. E. Pearson. NASA wives meet the first Wednesday 
of each month. Their next gathering will be on January 2.”   

 
 
 
 

From The December 20, 1962, Spaceport News 
 
On pages 1 and 7, “Bidders Meet To Discuss 39 Crawler.  A portion of the feature 
states “NASA's Launch Operations Center has asked for proposals on a huge machine 
called a crawler-transporter which will be used to move the Advanced Saturn rocket and 
a major part of its ground support equipment in a package to the launch site… The 
transporter-crawler will look something like a huge square platform supported at each 
corner by a military tank. 
 
It must be capable of moving an erected Advanced Saturn and its launcher-umbilical-
tower (LUT) a distance of some three miles at a speed of one mile an hour, climb a five 
per cent grade and keep the whole package level… An integral part of the Advanced 
Saturn's launch Complex 39, the crawler mode of transportation was selected after 
consideration was given to water, rails, and pneumatic tires. The Advanced Saturn will be 
assembled vertically in a huge Vertical Assembly Building to be constructed at Complex 
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39 on Merritt Island. Then, it will be placed on the crawler-transporter along with the LUT 
and moved to one of four launch pads from which the rocket can be fired.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“AN ARTIST'S CONCEPT shows a crawler-transporter 
carrying an Advanced Saturn rocket and its launcher-
umbilical-tower. American industry has been asked by 
NASA's Launch Operations Center to submit proposals for the 
unique piece of equipment by January 15. A definite contract 
for the crawler-transporter is to be awarded by March 1.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On page 3. 
 

 
“PRESIDENT KENNEDY and his party were given a Saturn briefing in September by Major Rocco 
Petrone (left), Chief, Heavy Space Vehicles Systems Office. Left to right are NASA Administrator 
James E. Webb, Vice President Lyndon Johnson, LOC Director Dr. Kurt H. Debus, President 
Kennedy and AFMTC Commander, Major General L. I. Davis.” 
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On page 6. 
  

 
 
“NEEDY FAMI'LIES will benefit from a 
$50 donation to the Salvation Army by the 
NASA Women's Social Club. Here Capt. 
Vernon R. Hall accepts the check from 
Mrs. Mary Coleman, treasurer of the 
group. Other officers are Mrs. Ellburta 
Williams, president; Mrs. Pauline 
Rudolph, vice president, Mrs. Dorothy 
Parker, secretary; and Mrs. Mary Ann 
Settle, chaplain. Membership in the club, 
which meets the second Tuesday of each 
month, is open to all women employed by 
NASA or NASA contractors.” 
 
 

 
 

On page 7. 
 

 
“SEASONAL SOCIALS for NASA·AMR people began early this month and are continuing through 
Saturday. Technical Information's dinner-dance, above, typifies the holiday festivities. Heavy 
Space Vehicles Systems, Technical and Scientific Staff, and Light/Medium Space Vehicles 
Systems will wind up the parties next Saturday night at the Officers Club.” 


